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Editor's 


Time  And  Tide 


An  old  Proverb  states,  "Time  and  tide  wait  for 
no  man."  The  seconds,  minutes,  hours,  days, 

  months,  and  years  come  and  go  with  endless 

persistence  and  perfect  order.  The  tides  rise  and  fall 
according  to  the  balance  of  nature  and  her  laws.  It 
has  been  so  since  the  beginning  of  time;  and  it  will 
be  so  until  our  Almighty  God  shouts  from  the  por- 
tals of  glory,  "Time  shall  be  no  more."  Until  that  day 
and  hour,  time  and  tide  shall  continue  their  course 
without  the  interference  of  man  and  his  laws. 

This  being  the  case,  the  only  alternative  left  to  man 
is  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  allotted  time  that  is  his. 
It  is  a  serious  matter  indeed  to  realize  that  the  min- 
utes and  hours  that  belonged  to  yesterday  can  never 
be  recalled.  The  pages  of  the  past  may  record  fail- 
ures and  wrongs,  but  never  will  the  opportunity  to 
do  differently  under  the  same  situation  and  circum- 
stances come  again. 

Serious  thought  is  also  prompted  as  we  realize  that 
life  is  brief  and  uncertain.  Thus,  the  opportunities  of 
today  may  not  be  ours  tomorrow;  for  we  have  no 
promise  of  another  tomorrow. 

The  testimony  of  many  is  that  life  is  brief.  Note 
the  words  of  Jacob:  "...  The  days  of  the  years  of  my 
pilgrimage  are  an  hundred  and  thirty  years:  few  and 
evil  have  the  days  of  the  years  of  my  life  been,  and 
have  not  attained  unto  the  days  of  the  years  of  the 
life  of  my  fathers  in  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage" 
(Genesis  47:9).  Consider  also  the  following:  David 
acknowledged,  "...  our  days  on  the  earth  are  as  a 
shadow, ..."  (1  Chronicles 29:15).  Job  said,  "My  days 
are  swifter  than  a  weaver's  shuttle,  and  are  spent 
without  hope.  O  remember  that  my  life  is  wind:  mine 
eye  shall  no  more  see  good.  As  the  cloud  is  consumed 
and  vanisheth  away:  so  he  that  goeth  down  to  the 
grave  shall  come  up  no  more"  (Job  7:6-7, 9).  Job  also 
speaks  of  life  as  a  shadow  (Job  14:2);  so  does  the 
psalmist  in  Psalm  144:4.  James  wrote:  "...  For  what 
is  your  life?  It  is  even  a  vapour,  that  appeareth  for  a 
little  time,  and  then  vanisheth  away"  (James  4:14). 

The  poet,  William  Knox,  expresses  something  of 
the  same  in  the  following  lines: 


"Oh!  why  should  the  spirit  of  mortal  be 
proud?  Like  a  swift-fleeting  meteor,  a  fast- 
flying  cloud,  A  flash  of  the  lightning,  a  break 
of  the  wave,  Man  passeth  from  life  to  rest  in 
the  grave." 

In  reference  to  opportunity,  John  J.  Ingalls  describes 
it  in  the  following  lines: 

"Master  of  human  destinies  am  I.  Fame,  love, 
and  fortune  on  my  footsteps  wait,  Cities  and 
fields  I  walk;  I  penetrate  Deserts  and  seas  re- 
mote, and,  passing  by  Hovel,  and  mart,  and 
palace,  soon  or  late  I  knock  unbidden  once 
at  every  gate!  If  sleeping,  wake — if  feasting, 
rise  before 

"I  turn  away.  It  is  the  hour  of  fate,  And  they 
who  follow  me  reach  every  state  Mortals 
desire,  and  conquer  every  foe  Save  death;  but 
those  who  doubt  or  hesitate,  Condemned  to 
failure,  penury  and  woe,  Seek  me  in  vain  and 
uselessly  implore,  I  answer  not,  and  I  return 
no  more." 


As  we  face  the  year,  2002,  let  us  determine  by  the 
grace  of  God  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
use  the  smallest  part  of  time  in  such  a  way  that  there 
will  be  no  regrets;  "for  time  and  tide  wait  for  no 
man."  Reprinted  from  the  1967  issue  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  ❖ 

Calendar  Discontinued 

Beginning  with  this  first  Issue  of  the  New  Year,  we 
have  discontinued  the  Monthly  Denominational  Cal- 
endar. Instead,  we  will  provide  a  column  entitled, 
"January  Events,"  "February  Events,"  etc.  This  will 
consist  of  brief  announcements  pertaining  to  denomi- 
national events  and  special  calendar  events  for  each 
month.  It  will  not  include  individual  church  events, 
but  will  include  Conference  and  Convention  com- 
mittee meetings  as  provided  to  us. 


2  «' — The  Free  Will  Baptist,  January  2002 


1873-2002 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 

C.  H.  Overman,  Editor;  R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr., 
Executive  Director;  Robert  Hadden,  Graphic  Arts 
Manager. 

Board  of  Directors 

Linda  Weathersby,  Chairman;  Ermon  Godwin, 
Vice  Chairman;  John  Brinn,  Sonny  McLawhorn, 
Nina  Grace  Register,  Russell  Corbitt,  Garland 
Suggs,  Bobby  Carden,  James  Blount. 

Staff 

Sheila  Benson,  Graphic  Designer;  Carolyn  Burress, 
Graphic  Designer;  Jerry  Goff,  Graphic  Artist;  Carla 
Combs,  Editorial  Assistant;  Dixie  McLawhorn, 
Editorial  Assistant;  Ronnie  Jones,  Press  Operator; 
Dan  Langley,  Press  Operator  and  Bindery;  Jason 
Harmon  and  Brandon  Jones,  Folder  and  Bindery. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we 
reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  policies, 
and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and 
cooperation  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  and  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  The  contents  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  The  responsibility  for  each  article  is  given  the 
person  whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

All  materials  for  consideration  in  any  issue  must 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  editor  thirty  days  prior  to  the 
publication  date  of  that  issue.  Items  for  publication 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  Tlie  Free  Will  Baptist, 
PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance:  one  year,  ) 
$12.78;  two  years,  $23.96;  four  years,  $46.86  (including 
sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents);  residents  of 
other  states,  $12.00,  $22.50,  and  $44,  respectively  (plus 
sales  tax  where  it  applies).  Every-Family  Plan:  A  25 
percent  discount  is  given  when  local  churches  send 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  to  the  home  of  every  member; 
names  and  addresses  to  be  provided  by  churches. 
Churches  are  billed  quarterly.  Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of 
25  or  more  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to 
one  individual  who  in  rum  distributes  these.  A  50 
percent  discount  is  offered  under  this  plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  9  am-5  pm,  Monday- 
Saturday;  Wilson,  10  am-6  pm,  Monday-Saturday; 
New  Bern  and  Kinston,  9:30  am-5  pm,  Monday- 
Saturday. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published  monthly 
by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  3928 
Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159. 
Second-class  postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  20944000). 


On  the  Journey  With  Mount  Olive  College 

Heritage  Tour  to  Edenton  

A  Vision  in  Motion  


Retirement  Homes  

Home  Missions  

Foreign  Missions  

Mount  Olive  College  

Children's  Home  

Cragmont  

Sunday  School  Ministries 


Editorial  2 

Churches  and  Ministers 

Available  9 

Camp  Vandemere  25 

People  and  Events  28 

Christian  Art  Review  39 


Retirement  Homes  Month 


On  The  Journey 


Fiftieth  Anniversary  Address 
November  17, 2001  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  President  1954-1995  and 
Director  of  Planned  Giving 
since  1995. 


T 


he  theme  of  all  I  will  say  today  is  that  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege is  a  gift  from  God;  and  throughout  the  fifty  years  of 
history  we  are  now  celebrating,  the  strength  and  stabil- 
ity of  the  College  has  been  the  providential  hand  of  God. 


I  believe  that  this  College  has  a  di- 
vine mission;  and  I  believe  that  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  the  administration, 
the  faculty,  and  all  others  associated 
with  the  College  should  regard  our- 
selves as  the  trustees  of  that  mission.  It 
is  with  the  mission  of  the  College  as  our 
objective  that  we  begin  our  journey. 

On  August  2, 1954  at  7:00  am,  I  left  my 
home  in  the  parsonage  of  Hull  Road 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Snow  Hill, 
and  drove  thirty-two  miles  to  Mount 
Olive  to  begin  my  first  official  day  of 
work  at  Mount  Olive  College,  then 
known  as  Mount  Allen  Junior  College. 
That  day  marked  the  beginning  of  a 
journey  that  has  now  extended  to  forty- 
seven  years,  representing  two-thirds  of 
my  life.  You,  too,  have  been  in  the  cara- 
van making  this  journey,  and  today — 
on  the  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  Col- 
lege— we  have  gathered  to  reflect  on  the 
tender  memories  of  the  experiences  this 
journey  has  brought  to  our  lives. 

For  alumni — that  experience  was  as 
a  student,  and  something  good  hap- 
pened in  your  life  through  this  College, 
or  else  you  would  not  have  returned  to 
help  celebrate  this  occasion. 

For  personnel — administration,  fac- 
ulty and  staff — that  experience  repre- 
sents an  investment  of  part  of  your  life, 
for  the  time  you  spend  here,  whether 
years  or  decades,  is  a  portion  of  your 
life  that  you  can  never  spend  some- 
where else. 

For  trustees — that  experience  repre- 
sents your  desire  to  advance  a  cause 
which  adds  meaning  and  purpose  to  the 
lives  of  others. 

For  members  of  the — Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church — who  founded  and  who 


have  nourished  the  College  for  half  a 
century —  that  experience  is  rooted  in 
your  Christian  faith:  what  you  believe 
about  God,  and  what  you  believe  is  His 
will  for  the  human  race. 

For  friends  and  supporters  — that  ex- 
perience is  in  what  the  College  means 
to  your  community  and  to  the  quality 
of  life  you  prize. 

It  is  this  shared  experience  in  the  life 
and  work  of  Mount  Olive  College  that 
brings  us  together  not  only  in  the  cara- 
van of  the  College,  but  also  in  the  jour- 
ney of  our  lives. 

The  caravan  making  this  journey, 
however,  is  much  larger  than  the  num- 
ber of  us  gathered  here  today.  The  cara- 
van includes  those  patriarchs  and  ma- 
triarchs whom  the  Bible  describes  as 
those  people  who  "...  were  still  living 
by  faith  when  they  died.  They  did  not 
receive  the  things  promised;  they  only 
saw  them  and  welcomed  them  from  a 
distance,"  (Hebrews  11:13). 

I  look  over  the  list  of  those  who  have 
established  endowed  funds,  and  as  I 
travel  across  the  state  I  see  homes  where 
I  sat  with  people  around  their  kitchen 
and  dining  room  tables  as  they  made  or 
planned  major  gifts  to  the  College.  I  only 
hope  that  when  I  left  they  felt  enriched 
rather  than  divested.  Many  of  these 
people  were  like  Moses — they  climbed 
Mount  Nebo  and  stood  at  the  top  of 
Pisgah  where  they  could  envision  the 
future  of  Mount  Olive  College,  but  they 
did  not  live  to  see  what  you  and  I  see 
today.  I  think  of  people  like: 

The  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley,  that  brave 
and  courageous  advocate  of  the  College 
who  refused  to  give  up  when  the  ob- 
stacles appeared  insurmountable; 
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The  Rev.  Lloyd  Vernon,  a  native  of 
Mount  Olive,  who,  in  the  face  of  great 
difficulties,  served  as  the  first  president 
of  the  College  during  the  year  it  oper- 
ated at  Cragmont  Assembly  near  Black 
Mountain; 

Dr.  C.  C.  Henderson,  I.  F.  Wither- 
ington,  and  J.  C.  Moye,  who  initiated  our 
first  endowed  funds; 

Church  fathers  like  the  Revs.  j.  C.  Grif- 
fin, Stephen  Smith,  M.  L.  Johnson,  C.  L. 
Patrick,  and  others  who  stood  with  this 
College  when  the  climate  of  opinion 
among  Free  Will  Baptists  wavered; 

B.  E.  Bryan  and  Dr.  Milt  Lownes  of 
Mount  Olive  who  were  in  the  vanguard 
of  community  support; 

Mrs.  Betty  Kemp  of  Goldsboro  who 
directed  a  landscape  program  that 
brought  this  campus  out  of  the  mud, 
who  planted  the  oaks  which  line  the 
entrance  and  who  made  these  grounds 
the  place  of  beauty  we  see  today;  and 

The  Taft  Barrow  Family,  who  en- 


"...  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and 
Eureka  College  in  Ay  den, 
predecessor  institutions  of 
Mount  Olive  College." 


dowed  our  first  professorship. 

The  list  could  go  on  and  on — and  that 
is  why  we  need  to  pause  on  this  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  of  the  College  to  remem- 
ber all  of  those  who  have  made  us  the 
trustees  of  their  legacy  to  Mount  Olive 
College  and  to  the  generations  of  stu- 
dents the  College  is  yet  to  serve.  It  is  to 
record  this  legacy  that  we  need  a  writ- 
ten history  not  only  of  the  past  fifty  years 
but  an  on-going  history  as  the  future 
unfolds.  There  are  limits  as  to  how  long 
an  oral  tradition  can  extend.  The  young- 
est of  those  who  participated  in  the 
founding  of  Mount  Olive  College  are 
now  in  their  seventies  and  eighties.  In- 
deed most  of  the  early  advocates  of  the 
College  are  no  longer  with  us. 

It  has  been  more  than  seventy  years 
since  the  closing  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and  Eureka  Col- 
lege in  Ayden,  predecessor  institutions 
of  Mount  Olive  College.  The  model  of 


education  and  much  of  the  leadership 
for  founding  Mount  Olive  College  came 
from  these  institutions,  but  today  I  know 
of  no  living  alumni  of  the  Seminary  or 
Eureka  College.  Moreover,  there  is  no 
surviving  member  of  the  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education  which  recommended  in 
1951  the  establishing  of  Mount  Olive 
College:  David  W.  Hansley,  Stephen  A. 
Smith,  R.  H.  Jackson,  and  D.  B.  Sasser. 

Only  two  of  the  nine  members  of  the 
first  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Olive 
College — elected  in  1953 — are  still  liv- 
ing: the  Rev.  N.  Bruce  Barrow  and  the 
Rev.  Earl  H.  Glenn. 

A  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  Col- 
lege and  an  appreciation  of  its  heritage 
are  important  not  only  because  of  the 
mortality  of  human  life,  but  also  because 
of  the  growth  of  the  College  and  the  new 
people  who  join  the  caravan  of  its  jour- 
ney each  year.  Under  the  strong  and  cre- 
ative leadership  of  Dr.  Byrd,  the  College 
is  experiencing  significant  development 
and  growth.  Of  the  faculty,  administra- 
tive and  office  staff  listed  in  the  current 
catalog  of  the  College,  twenty-four  per- 
cent have  joined  the  College  caravan 
since  January  2000,  and  fifty-seven  per- 
cent have  been  with  the  College  five 
years  or  less. 

The  purpose  of  these  observations 
about  length  of  service  is  not  to  suggest 
that  loyalty  to  the  College  and  commit- 
ment to  its  mission  are  necessarily  re- 
lated to  how  long  one  has  been  em- 
ployed, for  at  one  time  none  of  us  had 
been  with  the  College  for  more  than  one 
year,  or  five  years.  On  the  contrary,  my 
intent  is  to  emphasize  that  it  is  out  of  its 
history  that  Mount  Olive  has  become  the 
College  that  it  is  today,  and  that  a  knowl- 
edge of  that  history  is  essential  for  un- 
derstanding the  heritage  and  mission  of 
the  College. 

History,  indeed,  has  much  to  teach  us. 
As  Mount  Olive  College  celebrates  its 
Golden  Anniversary,  it  also  begins  a 
new  century  with  a  bold  vision  for  the 
future,  and  Founders  Day  is  a  reminder 
that  by  searching  out  the  meaning  and 
message  of  our  history,  we  might  find 
some  rays  of  light  that  we  otherwise 
would  not  have  for  our  journey  into  the 
unknown.  While  the  past  is  not  neces- 
sarily a  map  for  the  future,  when  sepa- 
rated from  the  past,  the  future  has  no 


roots.  To  ignore  history  would  be  like 
looking  at  a  tree  without  being  aware 
of  the  roots  which  sustain  it. 

Most  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
people  employed  by  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege today  were  not  here  when  the  Col- 
lege was  housed  in  an  abandoned  gram- 
mar school  building;  when  College  Hall, 
Rodgers  Chapel,  Moye  Library,  the 
Henderson  Building,  Grantham,  King, 
Hart,  and  Griffin  Halls,  the  Poole  Ad- 
ministration Building,  and  the  Lois  K. 
Murphy  Regional  Center  were  not  on 
this  campus. 

More  important  than  these  physical 

"To  ignore  history 
would  be  like  looking 
at  a  tree  without  being 
aware  of  the  roots 
which  sustain  it." 


facilities,  however,  is  the  reason  the  Col- 
lege was  brought  into  being.  Shortly  af- 
ter leaving  the  office  of  president,  I  was 
bringing  to  Mount  Olive  a  relative  who 
had  never  seen  the  College.  En  route,  she 
asked  about  the  College,  and  as  we  came 
down  the  overpass  on  U.  S.  Highway  117, 
I  pointed  to  the  campus  and  commented 
that  I  remembered  when  that  area  was 
all  farmland. 

She  looked  across  at  the  acres  of  green 
grass,  towering  oak  trees,  buildings,  and 
athletic  fields,  and  asked:  "Just  how  does 
one  build  a  college?"  Instantly,  as  if  from 
a  source  beyond  myself,  the  answer 
rushed  to  my  mind.  "The  first  question 
is  not  hoiv  but  why." 

Mount  Olive  College  did  not  just  hap- 
pen— it  was  made  to  happen.  But  why? 
The  answer  is  found  in  the  first  two  ob- 
jectives of  its  charter  which  was  granted 
November  27, 1951  to  the  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina: 

(A)  "To  organize,  maintain  and  conduct 
a  Junior  College  ..."  and 

(B)  "To  organize  and  conduct  a  Seminary 
in  connection  with  said  Junior  College  for 
the  purpose  of  training  Free  Will  Baptist 
preachers,  and  others." 
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Why  would  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  of  North  Carolina,  composed 
primarily  of  small,  rural  churches  with 
a  combined  membership  of  approxi- 
mately 35,000,  with  no  facilities  for  a 
college,  with  no  funds  with  which  to 
begin  an  institution  of  higher  education 
and  with  no  known  sources  of  wealth 
within  its  membership  even  dare  to  es- 
tablish a  college?  The  founders  were 
driven  by  a  sense  of  mission,  and  that 
mission  was  to  provide  a  distinctive 
kind  and  quality  of  education  not  oth- 
erwise available.  The  founders  had  two 
objectives  in  mind. 

The  first  objective  was  to  strengthen 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  order 
that  it  might  more  effectively  fulfill  its 
mission  as  a  church.  To  achieve  this  ob- 
jective would  require  an  educational 
program  rooted  in  the  Christian  faith 
and  also  be  academically  sound.  The 
education  of  ministers  was  a  primary 
concern. 

The  second  objective  was  to  provide  a 
ministry  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  higher  education  that  would  advance 
the  Christian  faith  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  The 
founders  of  Mount  Olive  College  were 
people  of  broad  vision  and  noble  spirit, 
and  they  saw  no  conflict  in  a  college 
serving  both  the  constituency  of  the 
sponsoring  body  and  the  larger  commu- 
nity. They  wanted  a  College  that  would 
be  an  outreach  of  the  Church  in  Chris- 
tian higher  education  to  people  of  other 
religious  faith,  and  to  those  of  no  reli- 
gious faith. 

The  founders  believed  that  the  most 
distinctive  quality  of  human  life  is  the 
relationship  between  humankind  and 
God.  It  is  this  vertical  dimension  of  edu- 
cation that  they  wanted  to  serve  as  the 
touchstone  and  reference  point  for  the 
educational  program  of  Mount  Olive 
College.  Apart  from  this  purpose,  this 
college  would  lose  its  reason  for  being. 
The  public  system  of  higher  education 
in  North  Carolina  does  not  need  Mount 
Olive  College.  It  is  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  and  the  larger  community  of 
Christian  faith  that  need  this  institution. 

Mount  Olive  was  not  founded  to  be 
just  another  college — it  was  created  to 
be  a  particular  kind  of  college.  The  first 
decade  would  prove  to  be  the  defining 


years — the  era  during  which  the  College 
would  charter  the  course  for  the  kind  of 
educational  institution  it  was  founded 
to  be.  In  the  catalog  for  the  first  academic 
year  in  Mount  Olive,  Chairman  Hansley 
wrote:  "The  College,  being  distinctively 
Christian,  considers  the  development  of 
Christian  character  of  supreme  impor- 
tance. The  faculty  is  selected  not  only 
for  ability,  but  especially  for  sympathetic 
cooperation  in  carrying  out  this  pur- 
pose" (Bulletin,  Mount  Allen  Junior  Col- 
lege, 1954-1955).  In  that  same  Bulletin, 
the  institution  was  given  a  motto:  "A 
Christian  College  for  Men  and 
Women.  " 

The  founders  believed  a  Christian  lib- 
eral arts  college  would  provide  the  mode 


"The  College,  being 
distinctively  Christian, 
considers  the  development 
of  Christian  character  of 
supreme  importance. ..." 


of  education  most  consistent  with  a  ba- 
sic belief  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
namely  that  God  created  humankind 
with  freedom  of  the  will  and  the  respon- 
sibility for  making  free  choices. 

Throughout  its  history,  two  of  the 
greatest  concerns  which  have  con- 
fronted the  College  have  been:  (1)  Finan- 
cial— finding  the  resources  necessary  for 
survival — for  after  all,  a  college  can  sur- 
vive only  as  long  as  it  can  pay  its  bills; 
and  (2)  Tenacity  to  purpose — fulfilling  the 
reason  for  which  it  was  brought  into 
being. 

Early  in  my  work  as  president,  I  at- 
tended a  national  workshop  on  finan- 
cial support  for  private  colleges.  It  was 
during  a  period  when  many  colleges 
were  failing.  After  giving  information 
on  the  number  of  colleges  that  had 
closed  their  doors,  the  principal  speaker 
expressed  a  view  that  1  have  never  for- 
gotten: "If  these  colleges  had  been  ren- 
dering a  service  that  was  really  needed, 
they  would  not  have  gone  out  of  busi- 
ness. Their  sponsors  would  have  kept 
them  alive.  It  is  when  colleges  lose  their 
mission  that  they  die." 


I  believe  the  underlying  factors  in  the 
survival  and  growth  of  Mount  Olive 
College  has  been  its  Christian  mission 
and  a  tenacious  commitment  to  that 
mission.  The  goal  has  always  been  to 
provide  an  educational  ministry  to 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  that  the 
Church  considered  indispensable  for  its 
life  and  work.  Likewise,  the  College  has 
sought  to  provide  such  educational,  re- 
ligious, cultural,  and  facility  benefits  to 
the  region  it  serves  so  that  the  people 
would  consider  the  College  essential  for 
the  quality  of  life  they  desired.  In  es- 
sence, the  goal  of  the  College  has  been 
to  cause  the  church  and  region  to  feel 
they  need  the  College  as  much  as  the 
College  needs  them. 

On  this  good  and  joyful  day,  when  we 
celebrate  the  heritage  of  a  half-century 
of  Christian  higher  education,  I  think  of 
the  leadership  of  persons  like  David 
Hansley,  Ralph  Morris,  James  B.  Hunt, 
Marvin  Edwards,  and  Darrell  Home 
who  have  served  as  chairs  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  Ours  is  a  noble  heritage — a 
heritage  enshrined  by  the  vision  and 
sacrifices  of  a  faithful  people  who  have 
made  us  the  trustees  of  their  legacy  to 
generations  yet  unborn.  Today,  we  are 
called  not  only  to  celebrate  our  heritage, 
but  to  consider  what  legacy  we  will 
leave  to  those  who  will  continue  the 
journey  of  Mount  Olive  College. 

The  words  of  one  of  America's  great- 
est educators,  Horace  Mann,  seem  es- 
pecially appropriate  on  this  historic  oc- 
casion: "Be  afraid  to  die  until  you  have 
won  some  victory  for  mankind." 

Robert  Frost,  in  his  poem,  Stopping  by 
Woods  on  a  Snowy  Evening,  has  left  us  a 
message  that  I  hope  will  guide  us  as  we 
continue  our  journey: 

The  woods  are  lovely,  dark  and  deep, 
But  I  have  promises  to  keep, 
And  miles  to  go  before  I  sleep, 
And  miles  to  go  before  I  sleep. 

Yes,  on  this  Golden  Anniversary  of 
Mount  Olive  College  we  have  promises 
to  keep — and  I  believe  we  will  keep 
them.  ❖ 
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Tour  To  Edenton 


Left  to  Right:  The  Barker-Moore 
House  House,  St.  Paul's  Episco- 
pal Church,  James  Iredell  House, 
and  the  Cupola  House. 


by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

he  Historical  Commission 
and  the  Heritage  Com- 
mittee of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are 
making  plans  for  a  tour  to 
Edenton  and  Chowan  County 
on  Saturday,  April  13,  2002. 

Why  a  tour  to  this  location  at  this 
time?  The  year  2002  marks  the  two  hun- 
dred seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  first  General  Baptist/ 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  the 
Chowan  Precinct  under  the  leadership 
of  Paul  Palmer  and  thus  the  beginning 
of  this  movement  in  North  Carolina  in 
1727. 

We  know  that  General  Baptists  had 
come  directly  from  England  and  settled 
in  Perquimans  precinct  as  early  as  1684, 
for  it  was  then  that  Benjamin  Laker  and 
his  family  sailed  from  England  to  make 
their  home  in  the  Albemarle  region  of 
Carolina.  Other  General  Baptists  may 
have  migrated  from  Virginia  to  settle  in 
the  same  region  in  the  early  1700s. 

There  was  a  settlement  a  few  miles 
north  of  the  village  of  Edenton  in  the 
Chowan  precinct  that  included  Baptist 
families,  but  there  was  no  church  among 
them  until  Paul  Palmer  "settled"  a  con- 
gregation there  in  1727.  Palmer  had  ear- 
lier married  into  a  General  Baptist  fam- 
ily and  had  begun  to  preach  after  hav- 
ing embraced  the  doctrines  of  that  faith. 

In  Chowan,  north  of  Edenton,  he 
found  a  group  of  families  who  wel- 


visited  this  church  at  times  but  did  not 
serve  them  as  pastor,  for  he  chose  to 
preach  in  other  areas,  including  the 
Pasquotank  precinct  and  the  coastal  ar- 
eas of  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  where  other  churches  were 
formed.  As  early  as  1729  his  preaching 
had  gained  the  attention  of  Governor 
Everard,  who  wrote  to  the  bishop  of 
London  complaining  of  Palmer's  suc- 
cess in  winning  converts. 

In  1729  the  church  in  Chowan  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Comer,  a  Gen- 
eral Baptist  in  New  England,  signed  by 
twelve  male  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion. Comer  noted  this  in  his  diary  but 
failed  to  mention  the  purpose  of  the  let- 
ter. It  may  be  that  they  were  seeking  help 
in  finding  a  pastor  to  live  among  them. 
The  church  built  a  meeting  house  some- 
time before  1733,  for  a  Baptist  meeting 
house  is  shown  on  Edward  Moseley's 
map  of  North  Carolina,  which  was  sent 
to  London  to  be  engraved  and  was  pub- 
lished in  1733.  The  meeting  house  was 
located  beside  the  road  that  led  north 
from  Edenton  to  Virginia. 

The  tour  on  April  13  will  include  a 
visit  to  the  community  where  this  meet- 
ing house  was  located.  There  a  brief  ser- 
vice of  praise  and  thanksgiving  will  be 
held,  along  with  appropriate  words  con- 
cerning the  role  of  Paul  Palmer  as  one 
of  our  founding  fathers.  Afterwards  we 
will  proceed  to  a  restaurant  near  the 
Chowan  River  to  have  lunch,  a  fine  sea- 
food buffet  at  Nixon's  Family  Restau- 
rant. Then  we  will  return  to  the  Visitors 
Center  on  Broad  Street  in  Edenton  to  see 
a  short  video  presentation  on  the  early 
history  of  the  town,  followed  by  a 
guided  tour  of  two  important  historical 


center.  These  are  the  James  Iredell  House 
and  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  the  sec- 
ond oldest  church  building  in  North 
Carolina.  This  will  conclude  our  sched- 
ule for  the  day. 

However,  some  groups  may  wish  to 
go  down  to  the  end  of  South  Broad 
Street  in  order  to  visit  the  Barker-Moore 
House  (admission  is  free)  in  its  present 
location  at  Edenton  Bay,  or  drive  around 
the  older  part  of  town  near  the  bay  to 
observe  the  architectural  features  of 
homes,  several  of  which  were  built  in 
the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries. 

The  per  person  cost  of  this  Heritage 
Tour  will  be  as  follows:  Lunch  (includ- 
ing beverage,  tax,  and  tip)  -  $8,  Guided 
Tour  in  Edenton  -  $3,  plus  transporta- 
tion. 

We  hope  to  provide  transportation  by 
church  buses  and  vans  for  as  many  as 
possible  at  a  nominal  cost.  Some  may 
have  to  drive  their  own  vehicles  if  we 
cannot  provide  enough  buses  or  vans. 

More  information  about  transporta- 
tion will  be  given  in  an  article  in  the  Feb- 
ruary issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  along 
with  a  form  to  be  completed  and  sent  to 
the  Rev.  David  Hansley  at  the  denomi- 
national headquarters  in  Ayden. 

If  your  church  has  a  bus  or  van  that 
can  be  used  on  this  tour,  please  contact 
either  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  at  (919)  658-2343 
in  Mount  Olive  or  the  Rev.  David 
Hansley  at  (252)  746-4963  in  Ayden. 

We  ask  that  you  share  information 
about  this  tour  with  other  members  of 
your  church  and  with  other  Free  Will 
Baptists  who  may  wish  to  know  more 
about  our  heritage  and  invite  them  to 
join  us  on  this  pilgrimage  to  the  loca- 
tion of  our  beginnings  as  a  denomina- 
tion in  North  Carolina.  ❖ 
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A  Vision  In  Motion 


by  Dorothy  Whaley 
Pilgrim's  Home  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Dover,  NC 


Note:  This  message  was  presented  on  September 
16,  2001,  during  the  Dedication  Service  of 
Pilgritn's  Home's  new  sanctuary. 

ttflPSSSH)  I  °"e8e?  1  went  to  college 
WfSljpiS  1  as  a  child,  (Red  Bug  Col- 
■?y|spS|^  J  lege)   an  school 
SBGS|ij2«|  house,  empty  and  not  in 
I  use  as  a  school.  Someone 
in  the  Beaver  Creek  Township  of  Jones 
County  had  a  vision  too.  As  Carl  Ipock 
would  say,  "[They]  had  a  brainstorm." 

What  is  a  vision?  Something  seen  in 
a  dream,  a  trance,  a  supernatural  ap- 
pearance that  conveys  a  revelation  or 
object.  Proverbs  29:18  says,  "Where 
there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish:...." 
If  you  have  a  vision  and  fail  to  share  it 
with  someone,  or  fail  to  put  it  in  mo- 
tion, it  will  surely  perish. 

What  if  people  of  this  community 
had  not  had  a  vision?  There  would  pos- 
sibly not  be  a  church  here  today  or  a 
schoolhouse  across  the  road.  Someone 
shared  their  vision  and  it  became  a  re- 
ality. This  community  needed  a  place 
to  worship  God.  Guess  what?  Schools 
had  consolidated  in  1924  and  the  build- 
ing was  vacant,  a  perfect  place  (God 
knew  that  all  along).  So  Red  Bug  Col- 
lege changed  to  Pilgrim  College  in  1926 
or  1927.  The  county  gave  permission 
for  the  use  of  the  building.  Can  you 
imagine  the  excitement  of  the  people? 

Minds  began  to  work;  I'm  sure  God 
was  leading.  They  began  to  make  plans 
to  move  in  and  begin  their  worship. 
First,  there  would  only  be  Sunday 
school.  Benches  (no,  not  pews)  were 
made  with  cracks  between  the  boards, 
both  back  and  seat.  Can  you  imagine 
sitting  for  an  hour  on  that?  A  lamp,  a 
heater,  and  pulpit,  and  they  were  re- 
ally in  business.  When  one  of  the  ladies 
gave  an  organ,  I'm  sure  excitement 
grew  as  they  realized  it  was  now  a  re- 
ality. 

After  a  few  months  of  Sunday  school, 
the  membership  decided  it  was  time  for 
a  church  service  and  began  the  search 
for  a  preacher.  God  sent  a  fine  gentle- 


man by  the  name  of  BW.  Wells  to  the 
rescue.  A  native  of  New  Bern,  Preacher 
Wells,  his  wife  Hazel,  and  their  two 
children  had  a  long  ride.  Church  was 
only  once  each  month,  but  service  was 
full  of  enthusiasm  and  praise.  Times 
were  hard;  the  Depression  was  being 
experienced.  There  was  barely  enough 
money  to  pay  the  preacher  for  his  gas. 
Sometimes  the  plate  would  have  to  be 
passed  around  for  a  second  time.  In  lieu 
of  money,  food  from  the  smokehouse 
and  pantry  were  given. 

Well,  the  Depression  eased  up  and 
times  were  much  better.  Across  from 
the  church  (old  school),  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  road,  was  a  nice  vacant 
corner.  Someone  visualized  a  new 
church  on  that  property,  which  was 
owned  by  Mr.  John  Lowery.  Upon  con- 
tacting him,  he  agreed  to  let  them  use 
the  land  to  build  a  church,  as  long  as 
the  church  remained  active.  Later,  Mr. 
Lowery's  heirs  deeded  it  to  the 
church — a  great  gift! 

In  lieu  of  money, 
food  from  the  smokehouse 
and  pantry  were  given. 

Plans  were  made  for  a  new  church 
and  work  began.  The  members  and 
people  in  the  community  made  neces- 
sary donations  of  money  and  materi- 
als and  once  again  their  goal  was  ac- 
complished. God  had  blessed  them 
with  talents  and  possessions  which 
they  freely  gave. 

The  one-room  church  had  wood 
floors,  (no  rugs),  plain  (not  stained) 
glass  windows,  and  a  wood  heater.  I'm 
sure  that  building  was  just  as  pretty  to 
them  as  this  new  structure  is  to  us. 
There  was  no  electricity,  so  lamps  were 
used;  a  water  pump  (hand)  was  across 
the  road  beside  the  ditch,  and,  oh  yes, 
a  restroom  outside!  Attendance  grew, 
but  a  few  years  later  World  War  II  be- 
gan. This  took  a  few  away,  but  it 


seemed  people  on  the  homefront  were 
seeing  and  feeling  a  greater  need  to 
worship.  Attendance  picked  up,  but 
after  the  war  ended  it  seemed  to  in- 
crease even  more. 

Since  the  church  was  only  one  room, 
Sunday  school  classes  had  to  pair  off 
in  different  sections,  so  there  was  a 
great  need  for  classrooms.  Prayers  were 
answered  again.  Members  began  work 
as  materials  and  labor  were  donated  to 
build  four  classrooms.  A  few  years  later, 
a  vestibule  and  two  classrooms  were 
added. 

God's  blessings  continued;  atten- 
dance was  on  the  increase.  We  needed 
more  classrooms,  so  three  were  added, 
one  large  enough  to  put  folding  doors 
to  make  four  if  needed.  We  graduated 
from  wood  heat  to  gas. 

We  really  were  blessed!  A  new  mem- 
ber made  new  pews  and  pulpit  furni- 
ture. Good-bye  to  the  benches  with  the 
cracks.  This  was  really  a  great  accom- 
plishment. Later,  we  had  those  pews 
padded,  both  seat  and  back.  What  a 
comfort!  But  that's  not  all;  carpet  was 
added. 

Attendance  was  still  on  the  rise;  God 
was  just  pouring  out  His  blessings.  The 
sanctuary  would  barely  seat  the  people. 
A  building  fund  was  started,  plans 
were  being  viewed,  and  a  sizable 
amount  of  money  was  raised.  There 
arose  a  problem.  Children  had  grown 
up  and  were  moving  away  to  college, 
to  jobs,  or  getting  married,  thus  leav- 
ing the  church  with  empty  pews.  There- 
fore, there  was  no  need  at  this  time  for 
a  larger  sanctuary.  So,  it  was  decided 
to  use  some  of  the  building  fund  money 
for  a  heating  and  air  conditioning  sys- 
tem, to  brick  the  church,  and  to  erect  a 
marquee. 

Some  land  was  given  by  the  owner 
of  adjoining  property  to  square  off  the 
back  of  our  lot.  This  gift  was  greatly  ap- 
preciated and  a  help  in  the  landscap- 
ing. 

Ideas  arose  about  a  place  to  meet  and 
eat.  After  much  thought  and  discussion 
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and  planning,  a  decision  was  made  to 
tear  out  the  two  walls  in  the  back  Sun- 
day school  rooms  and  make  one  large 
room.  Folding  walls  were  added  to 
make  classrooms.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  a  third  restroom  was  added. 

New  pews  and  carpet  were  donated 
for  the  sanctuary.  Old  pews  were 
moved  into  the  classrooms.  Colors 
were  changed  from  green  to  mauve, 
which  were  very  pretty  with  the 
stained-glass  windows,  which  had 
been  installed  a  few  years  earlier. 

God  has  really  blessed  our  member- 
ship over  the  years.  Our  next  project  was 
a  fellowship  building.  We  do  more  meet- 
ing, eating,  and  fellowshipping  than  you 
can  imagine.  Upon  completion  of  the  fel- 
lowship building,  the  walls  were  added 
back  in  the  classrooms;  some  painting 
and  wallpaper  was  also  added  to  the 
classrooms. 

God  has  really  blessed 
our  membership 
over  the  years. 

Someone  visualized  a  baptistry,  so  we 
would  not  have  to  use  those  of  neighbor- 
ing churches.  After  much  consideration, 
it  was  concluded  that  too  much  would 
be  involved  in  the  way  of  remodeling  to 
install  a  baptistry  in  our  church.  Then 
there  were  thoughts  of  an  addition;  this 
did  not  materialize. 

Did  someone  say,  "a  new  sanctuary?" 
This  was  beyond  our  wildest  dreams, 
especially  since  it  did  not  happen  years 
ago.  Maybe  it  was  all  in  God's  plan;  now 
is  the  time.  Not  only  was  there  not 
enough  space  in  our  church  for  a  bap- 
tistry, there  was  more  space  needed  in  the 
choir  loft.  With  God  still  on  the  throne 
and  still  pouring  out  His  blessings,  the 
vision  for  a  new  sanctuary  materialized 
into  something  more  beautiful  than  we 
ever  imagined. 

Speaking  of  God's  blessings!  From  the 
very  beginning  of  this  congregation  with 
all  the  various  building  programs, the 
church  was  never  in  debt  until  this  last 
project.  Our  prayer  is  that  God  will  con- 
tinue His  blessings  and  this  debt  will 
soon  be  settled. 


The  Rev.  Billy  Graham  spoke  about  the 
terrible  tragedy  in  New  York,  Washing- 
ton, and  Pennsylvania.  He  stated  that  our 
country  is  built  on  a  solid  rock,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  I  sincerely  believe  this 
church  was  founded  on  that  same  foun- 
dation. To  God  we  give  thanks  for  the 
places  we  have  had  to  worship  and  fel- 
lowship; also  to  our  founders  for  their 
vision  and  hard  work. 

Somewhere  along  the  way,  a  name  was 
chosen.  That  surely  brought  on  some  dis- 
cussion. The  name  Pilgrim  Home  was 
chosen.  A  pilgrim  is  one  who  travels  to  a 
shrine  or  a  holy  place.  To  those  early 
members,  I'm  sure  they  fitted  that  de- 
scription. 

Many  good  pastors  have  served  and 
contributed  to  the  growth  and  success  of 
this  church  family.  To  them  we  are  ever 
grateful.  May  God  continue  to  bless  and 
keep  us  in  His  care  as  we  strive  to  do  His 
will.  May  God  bless  you  and  may  God 
bless  America!  ♦> 


Note  :  This  column  is  provided,  when  needed,  for 
any  church  tluit  is  seeking  a  pastor  and  for  any 
minister  who  is  seeking  a  church  to  serve  and  would 
like  to  give  such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary 
information  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist. " 
(Each  notice  will  run  for  two  issues  only.) 

Sweet  Gum  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church —  Pitt  County,  553  Sweet  Gum 
Grove  Road,  Stokes,  NC  27884,  is  seeking 
a  full-time  pastor.  This  church  has  three 
services  per  week,  a  youth  group,  young 
couples,  mixed  with  faithful  senior  citi- 
zens. Interested  applicants  please  con- 
tact Esper  Futrell  at  2034  Futrell-Robson 
Road,  Bethel,  NC  27812,  (252)  758-2619, 
or  Corrine  Tetterton  at  535  Tetterton 
Road,  Bethel,  NC  27812,  (252)  758-2772. 

The  Rev.  Swade  Benson,  6360  Little 
Creek  Road,  Clayton,  NC  27520,  is  avail- 
able for  pastoral  service.  He  may  be  con- 
tacted by  phone  at  252-553-4837.  ❖ 


Qabriel  Qhurch  Services 

Quality  Church  Furnishings, 
Floor  Coverings,  and  Church  Equipment 


Church  Pews  ft  Steeples  ft  Windows  ft  Chairs  ft  Cushions 
ft  Choir  Robes  ft  Baptistries  ft  Tables  ft  Pulpits 
ft  Pew  Padding  ft  Re-upholstery 


We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets 
at  Mill  Prices! 


c_Ask  about  our  easy  payment  programs! 

1-800-639-7397  ^WMteVfaA 


visit  our  website  at:  www.newpews.com 
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Retirement  ItiArctJI 


Jesus  Calls  Us 


mam 

V)  1 


Jesus  Calls  us;  o'er  the  tumult  Of  our  life's  wild  restless  sea, 

Day  by  day  His  sweet  voice  soundeth,  Saying  "Christian,  follow  Me." 

Jesus  calls  us  from  the  worship  Of  the  vain  world's  golden  store, 
From  each  idol  that  would  keep  us,  Saying,  "Christian,  love  Me  more." 

In  our  joys  and  in  our  sorrows,  Days  of  toil  and  hours  of  ease, 

Still  He  calls,  in  cares  and  pleasures,  "Christian,  love  Me  more  than  these." 

Jesus  calls  us;  by  Thy  mercies,  Saviour,  may  we  hear  Thy  call, 
Give  our  hearts  to  Thy  obedience,  Serve  and  love  Thee  best  of  all. 


Mirmm  mmsin 


An  old  song,  familiar  to  many  and 
beloved  by  most,  its  message  is 
still  of  significant  importance.  It 
should  serve  to  remind  all  of  us  of  our 
need  to  become  involved  in  ministry.  A 
ministry  that  is  of  a  broader  scope  than 
pew-warming  on  Sunday  morning. 

James  1:27  says:  "  Pure  religion  and 
undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is 
this,  To  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows 
in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himself 
unspotted  from  the  world."  We  should 
let  this  injunction  call  us  to  an  involve- 
ment in  the  ministry  of  our  beloved 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination. 

Each  of  our  denominational  minis- 
tries has  been  organized  for  a  noble  and 
worthy  purpose,  but  it  may  well  be  that 
as  important  as  their  task  is,  it  is  more 
important  for  us  to  be  giving  of  our- 
selves through  them.  This  involvement 
not  only  helps  us  meet  the  command  of 


our  Lord,  but  it  also  provides  the  "stuff" 
for  our  own  commitment  to  grow. 

Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement 
Homes  Ministry  offers  a  unique  way  to 
become  involved  in  ministry.  Certainly, 
our  giving  financially  will  enable  the 
needs  of  our  retirees  to  be  met  and  pro- 
vide for  the  needs  of  persons  yet  to  be 
identified.  These  needs  seem  to  multi- 
ply frequently  and  more  and  more  per- 
sons are  becoming  in  need  of  help.  These 
are  reasons  enough  to  support  Retire- 
ment Homes  with  your  giving,  which 
is  very  necessary  and  becoming  more  so 
almost  every  day.  In  addition,  our  pro- 
gram must  have  the  concerned  prayer 
support  of  our  churches  and  Christian 
friends. 

The  various  needs  of  people  make  it 
mandatory  to  often  update  our  pro- 
gram, but  we  are  always  aware  of  the 


importance  of  maintaining  fiscal  finan- 
cial responsibility,  i.e.,  the  bills  must  be 
paid.  Therefore,  before  we  can  add  ser- 
vices or  clients,  or  expand  in  any  way, 
we  must  increase  our  financial  support. 

Sometimes  people  make  suggestions 
about  improving  our  program  and 
many  of  these  are  good  suggestions,  but 
we  have  to  count  the  cost  to  be  truly  re- 
sponsible. In  addition,  we  need  your 
continuing  input  and  especially  your 
prayer  support  in  making  the  necessary 
decisions  for  the  betterment  of  our  Re- 
tirement Homes  Ministry.  Especially 
during  Retirement  Homes  Month  we 
would  like  to  hear  from  you,  with  your 
suggestions,  an  invitation  to  come  to 
your  church  or  group  to  share  about  our 
ministry,  an  encouraging  word  and 
most  of  all  your  contributions.  You  may 
contact  us  at  the  following: 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes  Ministry 
3926  Lee  Street 
PO  Box  39 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 
Telephone:  (252)  746-4963  Fax:  (252)  746-8780 
e-mail:  rethomemiss@coastalnet.com 
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Ethnic  Mission  Update 

In  July  2001,  the  Rev.  Graham 
Lane,  coordinator  for  Ethnic 
Missions,  The  Rev.  James 
Owens,  Home  Missions  and  Evan- 
gelism's  Board  chairman,  and  Mr. 
Howard  McPherson,  Home  Missions 
and  Evangelism's  Board  vice  chairman 
represented  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
at  the  annual  session  of  the  Lao  Evan- 
gelical Church  of  America.  The  meeting 
in  Fresno,  CA,  was  well  attended. 

The  summer  of  2001  was  very  fruit- 
ful working  with  the  H'Mong  Youth 
Camps.  Over  50  youth  accepted  Jesus 
Christ  and  were  baptized.  From 
Cragmont  in  North  Carolina  to  Heav- 
enly Hills  in  California,  the  Word  of  God 
was  taught  and  many  youth  received 
needed  spiritual  guidance.  ❖ 

Beloiv:  H'mong  Youth  Camp  at  Cragmont — June 
2001,  "Time  to  Eat." 


Above:  The  Rev.  James  Owens, 
board  chairman,  bringing  greetitigs 
to  the  annual  session  of  the  Lao 
Evangelical  Churches  of  America, 
Fresno  CA—July  2001. 


Above:  H'mong  Youtli  from  NC  study  the  Scriptures  at 
Cragmont:  June,  2001. 

Left:  H'mong  Youth 
at  Heavenly  Hills 
Camp,  California, 
August,  2001. 


Pastor  Appreciation  Day  at  Living  Faith 

L 


Above  L  to  R:  Mr.  Hoivard  McPherson,  Pastor 
Harold,  and  the  Rev.  Graham  Lane. 


iving  Faith 
Original 
Free  Will 
Baptist  Mission  in 
Landis,  NC,  recog- 
nized the  Rev. 
Wayne  Watson  and 
his  wife  Darlene  on 
October  14,  2001, 
on  Pastor  Appre- 
ciation Day.  The 
worship  service 
was  filled  with 
many  members 
giving  testimony  of 
how  Wayne  and  Darlene  have  touched 
their  lives  with  their  outstanding  lead- 
ership, love,  and  friendship. 

Pastor  Watson  was  presented  a  gold 
tie  chain,  along  with  a  gift  certificate  for 
him  and  Darlene  to  enjoy  at  a  local 


restaurant.  Fol- 
lowing the  wor- 
ship service,  a 
bountiful  covered 
dish  luncheon 
was  enjoyed  by 
all.  "We  want  our 
pastor  and  his 
wife  to  know  that 
we  love  and  ap- 
preciate them  for 
everything  they 
do  daily,"  a  mem- 
ber stated. 

Proverbs  17:17 
states:  "A  friend  loves  at  all  times...," 
"We  feel  God  has  blessed  us  with  a 
wonderful  pastor  whose  friendship  is 
a  valuable  treasure  that  is  truly  appre- 
ciated," another  member  declared.  ❖ 


The  Free  Will  Baptist,  January  2002— W      1 1 


Missions 


Churches  in  Visayas 
and  Mindanao 

by  Zacarias  Perocillo 

The  Visayas 
and  Min- 
ed a  n  a  o 
make  up  two- 
thirds  of  the  land 
area  of  the  Philip- 
pines. In  Southern 
Mindanao  about 
five  provinces 
have  mixed  reli- 
gious groups  such  as  Christians  and  Mus- 
lims, but  mostly  Muslims.  I  am  telling  you 
this  because  we  have  ten  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Churches  in  these  areas,  and  they  need 
our  prayers,  now  more  than  ever. 

Muslim  terrorists,  many  were  trained 
by  Osama  bin  Laden,  have  been  terroriz- 
ing Christians;  this  has  become  their  live- 
lihood. Kidnappings  for  ransom  have  es- 
calated recently.  In  fact,  an  American 
couple  of  the  New  Tribes  Mission  is  still 
in  the  possession  of  the  Abu  Sharaf  for 
failing  to  pay  a  ransom.  American  mis- 
sionaries in  Palawan  have  already  pulled 
back  to  the  city  of  Puerto  and  many  have 
gone  home. 

I  am  stating  these  facts  so  you,  our 
brothers  and  sisters  abroad,  will  be  able 
to  include  us  in  your  prayers.  We  have  de- 
cided not  to  retreat,  for  we  have  nowhere 
to  go,  especially  those  pastors  of  ours  in 
Mindanao.  Most  important,  we  praise  the 
Lord  for  conversions  to  the  Lord  are  made 
faster. 

In  Iligan  City  we  have  three  congrega- 
tions. When  trouble  erupts,  they  will 
gather  in  the  churches  for  prayer  and  fast- 
ing. They  feel  secure  inside  the  church. 
They  often  have  overnight  prayer  meet- 
ings. As  a  result,  they  grow  faster  in  num- 
ber and  in  their  faith. 

The  whole  world  is  in  trouble.  The 
United  States  has  been  violently  attacked. 
There  is  no  substitute  for  our  prayers  for 
one  another.  Only  then  will  we  have  peace 
that  passeth  understanding  in  this 
troubled  world.  God  is  still  the  Ruler!  ❖ 


A  Camp  in  the  Desert 
Morelos,  Mexico  Team  #4 

Our  team  of  twelve  arrived  in 
I  Piedras  Negras,  Mexico  on  Au- 
gust 4,  2001.  We  spent  the  night 
in  the  California  Motel  and  on  Sunday 
morning  traveled  to  a  river  near  Acuha 
for  a  day  of  worship,  fellowship,  bap- 
tism, and  delicious  Mexican  food.  A 
large  number  of  people  came  from  area 
churches.  The  atmosphere  was  festive 
and  the  singing  was  beautiful.  Twelve 
people  followed  Christ  in  water  baptism 
on  this  beautiful  sunny  day.  After  the 
baptism,  food  was  spread  and  we  ate  a 
variety  of  Mexican  dishes.  Later  in  the 
afternoon  we  visited  an  orphanage  in 
Acuna  and  then  returned  to  Piedras 
Negras  to  prepare  for  our  journey  the 
next  day. 

Monday  morning  met  us  with  an  un- 
expected visitor.  Many  of  our  team  had 
stomach  problems  and  because  of  this 
we  were  only  able  to  travel  to  Sabinas, 
where  we  checked  into  a  motel  and 
medicated  those  who  were  sick.  We 
prayed  that  this  problem  would  pass 
and  we  would  be  able  to  travel  to 
Morelos  the  next  day.  Praise  the  Lord! 
On  Tuesday  we  were  able  to  make  the 
trip  to  Morelos,  where  we  spent  the  next 
few  days  in  fellowship  with  our  Mexi- 
can brothers  and  sisters. 

The  camp  activities  included  daily 
Bible  studies,  crafts,  games,  mountain 
climbing,  and  worship.  The  men, 
women,  children,  and  teens  enjoyed 
these  activities.  To  say  "Camp  Morelos" 
among  our  Mexican  people  always 
brings  a  smile.  The  camp  facilities  are 
crude.  There  is  no  electricity,  no  beds, 
no  inside  facilities,  and  a  poor  water 


Annual  World 
Missions 
Conference 


March  17,  2002 
College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 

5-8  pm 
•  Light  meal  served 
•  Special  Surprise 
Guests 

Plan  to  attend 
and  bring  your  youth! 


supply.  We  line  up  for  our  meals  of  rice, 
beans,  tortilla,  and  this  year  goat,  but 
none  of  this  is  a  hardship.  The  spirit  of 
the  Lord  is  in  this  place  and  our  cups 
are  filled  to  overflowing.  I  am  already 
looking  forward  to  next  year.  ❖ 
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Mount  Olive 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  Honored  at  Fiftieth  Anniversary 


How  does  one  honor  a  man 
who  has  devoted  his  life 
to  a  God-called  purpose? 
This  was  the  question  posed  by 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Glenn 
when  they  asked  to  meet  with 
Dianne  Riley  and  Jean  Ackiss  af- 
ter the  annual  meeting  of  the  2000 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  Realizing  that  Dr.  W. 
Burkette  Raper  had  devoted  his 
life  as  president  of  Mount  Olive 
College  for  more  than  40  years, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  stated  that 
they  thought  it  would  be  most 
appropriate  for  recognition  to  be 
given  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  at  the 
same  time  the  College  celebrated 
its  fiftieth  anniversary.  For  some  time 
alumni  had  also  expressed  a  desire  to  rec- 
ognize Dr.  Raper. 

Dianne  Riley,  Director  of  Alumni  Re- 
lations, along  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn's 
assistance  began  to  look  at  possibilities. 
After  considering  several  opportunities, 
it  was  agreed  that  a  bronze  bust  of  Dr. 
Raper  would  be  most  fitting.  With  the 
assistance  of  Gordon  Combs  at  McLamb 
Monument  Company  in  Goldsboro,  a 
company  was  secured  to  cast  the  bust. 
The  Glenn's  volunteered  to  send  a  letter 
to  various  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  in- 
viting them  and  their  churches  to  partici- 
pate, alumni  from  each  decade  sent  let- 
ters to  their  peers,  and  information  was 
spread  simply  by  word  of  mouth.  The 
response  was  overwhelming  and  heart- 
warming. 

A  "Memory  Book"  was  presented  to 
Dr.  Raper  that  housed  personal  letters 
from  alumni  and  friends  expressing  their 
thoughts  and  appreciation.  Many  alumni 
reminisced  about  their  experiences  while 
at  Mount  Olive  College.  Some  of  the  com- 
ments included: 

"One  thing  in  particular  about  Dr.  Raper 
lias  always  stayed  with  me.  Dr.  Raper  seemed 
to  desire  more  for  us  than  we  wanted  for  our- 
selves. He  saw  potential  in  each  student  and 
challenged  us  to  achieve  our  potential.  His 
high  expectations  inspired  me  to  be  the  best 
person  I  could  be —  a  very  positive  impact  on 


Above  L  to  R:  Mrs.  Rose  Raper  and  Dr.  W. 
Burkette  Raper.  Standing  are  their  children  L 
to  R:  Oliva  Best,  Knstie  Bailey,  Elizabeth  Hood, 
Laura  Buddin  and  Burke  Raper,  jr. 

my  life  and  I  believe  on  the  lives  of  many 
Mount  Olive  College  students. . . .  WJiat  a  dif- 
ference he  has  made  in  the  lives  of  so  many 
people  by  his  dedication  to  Christian  higher 
education." 

"I  went  to  Mount  Olive  College  with  my 
own  agenda  for  my  future.  It  was  at  the  Col- 
lege that  I  felt  God  calling  me  into  the  minis- 
try. Dr.  Raper  helped  to  create  and  was  a  vi- 
tal part  of  the  environment  which  helped  me 
to  recognize  and  respond  to  that  calling.  He 
was  also  a  guidepost  and  a  compass  as  I  be- 
gan my  journey  of  preparation  for  my  spe- 
cial calling.  His  guidance  and  encouragement 
was  both  needed  and  appreciated  at  that  criti- 
cal time  in  my  life  and  has  been  in  the  years 
following." 

"Dr.  Raper  was  always  there  as  a  shining 
light  to  lead  the  way.  He  gave  encouragement 
when  spirits  were  low;  help  when  things 
seemed  impossible;  leadership  when  we  ques- 
tioned when,  where,  why;  and  true  spiritual 
guidance  that  came  from  the  inner  person 
when  we  needed  an  example  or  pattern  for 
our  lives." 

"Dr.  Raper  encouraged  me  to  attend 
Mount  Olive  College  when  I  graduated  from 
high  school  in  1974. 1  did  not  take  his  advice 
at  that  time;  however,  lam  pleased  to  say  that 


I  did  return  to  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege through  the  New  Bern  exten- 
sion in  1999  and  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  2001....  He  was  ahvays 
there  with  gentle  encouragement 
and  kind  zvords.  He  was  the  first 
person  to  congratulate  me  when  I 
stepped  off  the  stage  as  a  graduate 
of  Mount  Olive.  Next  to  my  Daddy, 
he  is  the  finest  man  I  know.  And,  of 
course,  that's  as  good  as  it  gets. " 

"I  deeply  appreciate  the  vision, 
leadership,  and  dedication  Dr. 
Raper  brought  to  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege over  the  years,  always  keeping 
his  focus  on  Christian  higher  edu- 
cation and  the  mission  of  Mount 
Olive  College  as  a  ministry  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church." 

Mr.  Glenn  made  the  presentation  of  the 
bronze  bust  at  the  Founders  Day  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  Celebration  held  in  College 
Hall  on  November  17,  2001.  A  very  fit- 
ting tribute  to  Dr.  Raper  was  the  unveil- 
ing of  the  bust  by  the  Revs.  N.  Bruce  Bar- 
row and  Earl  Glenn,  the  only  two  per- 
sons still  living  who  served  on  the 
College's  first  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  bronze  bust  now  rests  on  a  pedes- 
tal of  black  African  granite  weighing 
1,600  pounds  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  His- 
torical Room  in  Moye  Library. 

Expressions  of  appreciation  were  also 
given  to  Mrs.  Raper  with  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  beautiful  large  inlaid  chest  of  an 
Indian  village  scene  along  with  a  jewelry 
chest  of  a  hard,  heavy  ebony  wood  show- 
ing inlaid  bone  scenes  of  an  elephant 
herd. 

Jean  F.  Ackiss,  who  worked  as  Dr. 
Raper 's  private  secretary  and  office  man- 
ager for  the  President's  Office  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  made  the  following 
observation.  "One  of  the  first  things  I 
observed  about  Rose  Raper  when  I  came 
to  work  at  Mount  Olive  College  in  1965 
was  her  devotion  to  help  Dr.  Raper  in 
whatever  needed  to  be  done.  She  and  Dr. 
Raper  have  been  two  of  the  most  selfless 
persons  I  have  every  known.  Together 
they  have  epitomized  Christian  disciple- 
ship.  Regardless  of  the  sacrifice,  she  was 
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a  true  role  model  of  a  wife.  She  has  stood 
firmly  by  Dr.  Raper's  side.  She  has  sup- 
ported his  calling  to  the  mission  of  Mount 
Olive  College  and  to  the  Office  of  Presi- 
dent. She  has  truly  exemplified  in  a  most 
honorable  way  being  'first  lady'  of 
Mount  Olive  College." 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper's  children,  grand- 
children, great  grandchild,  and  other 
family  members  were  present  for  the  oc- 
casion. Both  presentations  were  un- 
known to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  prior  to  the 
event,  even  though  family  members  were 
aware  of  the  plans.  Dr.  Raper  stated  that 
he  didn't  have  the  slightest  knowledge 
that  any  recognition  was  being  planned. 
Mrs.  Raper  remarked  that  in  all  his  years 
at  the  College  this  was  the  first  time  she 
had  seen  him  "speechless."  It  was  a  mov- 
ing experience  for  all  those  present  and 
a  memorable  ending  to  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary service.  ❖ 

College  Celebrates 
Founders  Day 

OOn  November  17,  Mount  Olive 
College  was  draped  in  a  golden 
autumn   light   befitting  the 
institution's  fiftieth  anniversary  celebra- 
tion. 

During  the  momentous  event  in  the 
College's  history,  remembrances  of  the 
past  and  visions  of  the  future  were  shared 
by  former  students,  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  the  students,  faculty,  and  staff. 

A  history  of  the  College  was  presented 
by  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley,  general 
administrator  of  the  Convention  of  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  and  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  David  W.  Hansley  whose  vision 
helped  found  the  College. 

Hansley  said  his  father  not  only  perse- 
vered when  other  ministers  questioned 
the  need  for  such  an  institution,  but 
helped  do  much  of  the  labor  to  renovate 
the  building  that  held  the  first  school.  At 
the  close  of  his  remarks,  Hansley  pre- 
sented the  College  with  historical  papers 
that  his  father  had  collected.  The  docu- 
ments will  be  included  in  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Historical  Collection  in  Moye  Li- 
brary. 

Dr.  Raper  was  next  on  the  program,  re- 
living the  College's  developing  years.  He 


Above:  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  shown  immediately 
after  the  presentation  of  the  chests  to  Mrs.  Raper. 


recalled  people  who  helped  along  the  way, 
including  church  fathers  who  supported 
the  school,  those  who  initiated  the  first 
endowment  funds  and  the  first  professor- 
ship. 

"The  early  history  involves  many 
people  who  have  passed  on,"  said  Raper. 
Citing  the  importance  of  preserving  that 
history,  he  told  of  volume  one  of  a  book 
recounting  the  beginnings  of  the  school. 
The  book  will  be  available  in  January.  " 

"The  mission  of  the  College,"  said 
Raper,  "has  always  been  to  provide  a  qual- 
ity liberal  arts  education  while  preparing 
men  and  women  for  Christian  service." 

He  concluded  by  quoting  from  poet 


Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Night 

Join  us  for  Church  Night  at 
Mount  Olive  College  on  Febru- 
ary 2,  2002.  Visit  with  former 
alumni,  share  memories,  and  enjoy 
some  great  NCAA  Division  II  basket- 
ball. We  will  play  South  Carolina 
based  Anderson  College,  with  the 
Lady  Trojans  competing  at  5:30  pm  fol- 
lowed by  the  men's  game  at  7:30  pm. 
Join  us  for  this  exciting  event  on  the 
campus.  For  more  information  or  to 
make  reservations  contact  Tim 
Woodard  at  1-800-653-0854  or 
twoodard@moc.edu.  ❖ 


Robert  Frost,  "The  woods  are  lovely,  dark, 
and  deep,  but  I  have  promises  to  keep, 
and  miles  to  go  before  I  sleep  . . .  On  this 
Golden  Anniversary  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, we  have  promises  to  keep,  and  I  be- 
lieve we  will  keep  them." 

Kevin  Kornegay  and  Parti  O'Donoghue 
of  the  Mount  Olive  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce presented  the  College  with  a 
framed  resolution  of  appreciation  for  the 
College's  high  educational  standards  and 
for  fostering  an  atmosphere  of  Christian 
values,  the  contribution  to  the 
community's  quality  of  life  and  the  town's 
economic  development.  ❖ 


Above  L  to  R:  Irene  Weldon,  Jerilyn  Lee,  the  Revs.  Leon  Grubbs,  David  Charles  Hansley,  N.B. 
Barrow,  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  N.  B.  "Tex"  Barrow,  Jr.,  the  Rev.  Earl  Glenn, 
Christine  Green,  JaNae  Joyner,  and  Dr.  David  Hines. 
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What  Mount  Olive  College  Means  to  Me 


Dr.  Byrd,  faculty,  staff,  students, 
J  and  guests,  it  is  my  pleasure  to 
be  here  today,  to  share  with  you 
what  Mount  Olive  College  means  to  me. 
As  I  considered  what  I  would 
say  today,  I  realized  that  28 
years  have  passed  since  my 
first  arrival  here  in  January 
1973.  I  also  understand  the 
student  body  is  much  differ- 
ent today.  I  told  myself  stu- 
dents are  students;  back  then 
we  just  dressed  a  little  differ- 
ent, bell-bottom  pants,  tie- 
dyed  shirts,  and  long  hair 
were  the  style  and  the  list  of 
differences  could  go  on,  but 
my  generation  is  a  carry  over 
from  the  sixties. 

Today  the  world  is  a  differ- 
ent place  and  you,  the  students,  are  dif- 
ferent also.  Today's  world  is  one  of  tech- 
nology, which  offers  you  more  exposure, 
more  information,  and  more  challenges. 
In  this  information  society,  information 
passes  through  fax  machines,  pagers,  cell 
phones,  the  Internet,  and  information  is 
instantaneous.  For  students  during  my 
era,  high  tech  and  state-of-the-art  meant 
hand-held  calculators  and  electric  type- 
writers. 

I  don't  like  to  talk  about  myself,  but  to 
help  you  understand  what  Mount  Olive 
College  means  to  me  I  must  share  a  little 
about  my  life.  The  high  walls  of  impos- 
sibilities cast  a  long  shadow.  In  that 
shadow  a  young  man  stood  looking  up 
at  the  wall  and  had  no  idea  what  would 
be  on  the  other  side.  I  believe  it  was  a 
miracle  for  me  to  attend  college. 

The  place  I  call  home  is  Tyrrell  County, 
about  45  miles  from  the  coastline  of  the 
Outer  Banks.  Its  total  population  is  3,856 
residents.  It  is  one  of  our  lower  economi- 
cal farming  and  commercial  fishing  ar- 
eas of  our  state  and  related  types  of  em- 
ployment. Our  town  and  county  seat  is 
Columbia  and  has  a  population  of  ap- 
proximately 480  residents,  fewer  resi- 
dents within  the  city  limits  than  the  resi- 
dential population  of  this  college.  Even 
though  our  population  compared  to 
many  other  towns  in  North  Carolina  is 
small,  rural,  and  poor,  you  will  find  some 
of  the  finest  people  you  will  ever  meet. 


(Delivered  at  Appreciation  Day  Service)  by  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor 

The  pace  is  slower  and  people  still  speak 
and  wave  as  you  pass  whether  they  per- 
sonally know  you  or  not,  and  you  can 
still  hear  old  broken  brogue  English  spo- 


Above:  The  presenters  at  the  College's  recent 
Employee  Recognition  Service  held  in  Rodgers 
Chapel.  Front  row  L  to  R:  Sonya  McCoy,  Dr. 
Bobby  Taylor,  and  Dale  Belvin.  Back  row  L  to  R: 
The  Rev.  Leon  Grubbs,  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison 
and  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd. 

ken,  and  there  are  words  and  terms  in 
the  community  that  are  unique,  not 
proper  English  but  accepted  in  the  local 
culture. 

Growing  up  there  is  wonderful  for  a 
child  who  likes  the  outdoors  and  wide- 
open  spaces  and  it  suited  me  just  fine. 

As  a  child  I  did  not  do  well  in  school. 
The  English  language  is  still  an  uphill 
struggle  for  me.  When  it  came  to  read- 
ing I  found  it  most  difficult;  from  the  very 
beginning  and  as  a  young  child  I  stut- 
tered and  had  an  articulation  problem. 
As  my  mother  would  sit  and  try  to  help 
me,  I  would  become  so  frustrated  and  so 
would  my  mother.  Years  later  I  learned  I 
had  a  learning  disability — today  we  re- 
fer to  it  as  dyslexia.  I  did  not  do  well  in 
school  and  repeated  the  fourth  grade  and 
reaching  the  tenth  grade  at  age  sixteen,  I 
dropped  out  of  school  and  left  home  and 
never  returned  to  live  with  my  family 
permanently  again.  The  day  I  quit  school 
was  only  one  of  two  times  I  ever  saw  my 
father  cry.  I  promised  him  I  would  finish 
my  high  school  education  someday. 

I  moved  to  Indiana  to  live  with  my 
uncle,  only  to  move  out  in  two  months 
to  a  small  two-room  apartment  and  be- 


came totally  independent  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  I  worked  full-time  and  went 
to  night  school  and  a  year  later  I  returned 
home.  With  our  nation  involved  and  our 
military  fighting  in  Viet- 
nam, I  decided  my  best  bet 
was  to  go  back  to  high 
school. 

I  left  high  school  for  the 
third  time  and  entered  the 
Navy.  In  less  than  six 
months  from  my  enlist- 
ment, I  found  myself  on  an 
aircraft  carrier  doing  a  tour 
of  duty  in  the  Tokin  Gulf  off 
the  coast  of  Vietnam.  While 
in  the  military,  I  studied  and 
received  my  GED. 

After  the  Navy  I  returned 
home,  and  I  felt  life  had  no 
direction.  I  found  myself  in  trouble  with 
the  law.  After  settling  matters  with  the 
state  for  my  misdeeds,  I  returned  back 
once  again  to  my  home  community. 

I  was  invited  to  attend  church  and  got 
involved  with  a  very  active  youth  group. 
Even  though  I  was  much  older  than  those 
in  the  youth  group,  it  didn't  seem  to  mat- 
ter to  them,  and  the  youth  leaders  also 
seemed  happy  to  have  me  there. 

I  attended  a  summer  youth  camp  with 
this  group  in  the  mountains  of  North 
Carolina.  On  this  trip  the  greatest  thing 
happen  to  me.  I  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as 
my  Lord  and  Savior.  And  for  the  first  time 
in  my  life  I  found  peace.  You  see,  "before 
you  can  have  the  peace  of  God  in  your 
life,  you  must  know  the  God  of  peace." 

My  life  changed  as  never  before  and 
while  reading  God's  Word  I  found  these 
words,  "...with  God  all  things  are  pos- 
sible" (Mark  10:27). 

My  Journey  to  Mount  Olive  College 

Four  months  after  I  received  Christ,  I 
felt  the  call  to  the  ministry.  I  knew  if  I  was 
going  to  serve  my  Lord,  I  must  find  some 
way  to  prepare  myself. 

I  learned  of  Mount  Olive  College  and 
in  the  Fall  of  1972,  on  a  Wednesday  night 
I  traveled  to  a  church  to  hear  its  presi- 
dent speak.  After  the  service  I  met  Dr. 
Burkette  Raper  for  the  first  time.  I  had 
no  idea  how  many  times  in  the  future  our 
paths  would  cross,  nor  how  much  he  and 
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his  family  would  come  to  mean  to  me. 

At  the  age  of  25,  in  January  1973, 1  left 
my  hometown  for  Mount  Olive  College. 

I  met  a  lot  of  good  people  who  were 
working  hard  to  ensure  each  student  who 
was  seeking  the  Christian  principles  this 
college  was  built  on  could  find  them.  And 
I  found  the  faculty  and  staff  to  be  Chris- 
tian men  and  women,  dedicated,  caring, 
concerned,  and  professional. 

It  was  not  the  smoothest  road.  I  stud- 
ied and  only  made  Cs.  I  had  a  serious 
encounter  with  a  professor.  I  had  lengthy 
discussions  with  Charles  Harrell,  the 
business  manager,  who  constantly  sent 
me  notices  of  my  financial  position  re- 
lating to  my  tuition.  The  first  paper  I  sub- 
mitted to  Chaplain  and  Professor 
Harrison  had  much  to  be  desired.  The 
paper  was  returned  with  a  notation, 
"There  are  no  such  words  as  "hison"  and 
"onlyest." 

I  had  my  share  of  academic  conflict.  I 
took  an  evening  English  literature  course. 
The  first  evening  the  professor  asked  us 
to  write  a  one-page  paper  as  to  what  we 
expected  in  the  course.  The  next  week, 
on  returning  to  class,  I  received  my  pa- 
per with  the  first  paragraph  receiving 
numerous  red  marks  and  the  grade  of  F 
at  the  top.  That  evening  when  class  was 
over  I  went  to  the  professor's  desk  and 
told  him  I  would  not  be  back  and  that  I 
would  never  take  another  class  under 
him. 

After  several  years,  I  found  myself 
with  more  than  enough  hours  to  gradu- 
ate, but  they  did  not  include  all  the  aca- 
demic requirements.  If  I  was  going  to 
graduate,  I  must  get  serious  and  take  the 
required  courses. 

Guess  what — English  literature  was 
one  of  those  courses,  and  guess  who  was 
teaching  it.  That's  right,  the  professor 
whom  I  said  I  would  never  sit  under 
again.  I  had  to  swallow  my  pride.  I  went 
to  him  and  talked  with  him  and  told  him 
that  during  my  first  course  under  him  I 
had  tried.  I  talked  with  him  about  my 
background  and  struggle.  I  found  a  dif- 
ferent person  than  I  had  manifested  in 
my  mind.  He  was  caring;  he  met  with 
me  individually  outside  of  the  classroom, 
and  I  worked  hard. 

This  professor  spent  hours  opening  up 
a  new  world  for  me  to  discover.  He  re- 
vealed how  authors  used  imagery.  We 


laughed  as  I  traveled  through  the  "Can- 
terbury Tales."  This  man  changed  my  life 
and  gave  me  confidence,  that  if  I  worked 
hard  I  could  make  it. 

After  four  years  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, then  a  two-year  school,  with  lots  of 
help,  self-reflection  and  application — I 
found  the  "True  North"  for  the  course  of 
my  life.  I  would  like  to  say  to  the  faculty 
and  staff  that  here  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege I  found  the  courage  to  face  my  fu- 
ture academic  challenges. 

Students — Challenge  Yourselves 

I  want  to  say  to  the  present  students, 
as  you  look  to  the  future,  remember  the 
courage  of  our  forebearers  who  helped 
make  this  world  what  it  is  today,  for  as 
we  look  back  we  see  past  dreamers  and 
visionaries.  Let  us  remember  their  forti- 
tude in  pursuing  their  dreams  and  vi- 
sions. Here  are  just  a  few  of  their  bench- 
marks: 

1607-The  first  permanent  British  settle- 
ment in  America  was  established  at 
Jamestown,  Virginia. 

1776-The  Continental  Congress 
adopted  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence at  Philadelphia. 

December  17, 1903,  Wilbur  and  Orville 
Wright — with  a  dream  to  fly  and  a  dream 
that  came  true. 

American  brothers  with  a  dream, 
Wilbur  and  Orville  Wright  invented  the 
first  practical  airplane.  Creative  tinker- 
ers  from  a  young  age,  they  built  a  print- 
ing press  and  worked  on  bicycles  before 
turning  their  attention  toward  flight.  Be- 
ginning with  kites  and  then  gliders,  they 
achieved  the  first  powered  flight  in  1903. 
Orville,  the  first  person  to  fly  a  powered 
aircraft,  stayed  in  the  air  for  12  seconds 
at  Kill  Devil  Hills  near  Kitty  Hawk,  North 
Carolina. 

1920-Women  gained  the  right  to  vote. 
As  a  people  (all  people),  we  were  chal- 
lenged to  do  what  was  right  and  correct 
past  prejudices. 

John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy — thirty-fifth 
president  of  the  United  States  (1961— 
1963),  the  youngest  person  ever  to  be 
elected  president,  challenged  our  Nation 
in  1963  to  reach  out  and  travel  to  the 
moon  in  a  decade. 

The  U.S.  program,  called  Mercury,  was 
taking  shape.  On  May  5,  1961,  Alan  B. 


Shepard,  Jr.,  became  the  first  American 
in  space. 

July  16, 1969,  APOLLO  II  was  the  first 
lunar-landing  mission.  Launched  on  July 
16, 1969,  the  crew  of  Neil  A.  Armstrong, 
Edwin  E.  Aldrin,  Jr.,  and  Michael  Collins 
flew  the  spacecraft  Columbia  (CSM)  and 
Eagle  (LM).  On  July  20, 1969,  Armstrong 
and  Aldrin  landed  the  Eagle  at  the  rela- 
tively flat  and  unobstructed  Tranquillity 
site  on  the  moon,  while  Collins  remained 
in  the  CSM. 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  and  other  black 
leaders  organized  the  1963  March  on 
Washington,  a  massive  protest  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  for  jobs  and  civil  rights.  On 
August  28, 1963,  King  delivered  the  key- 
note address  to  an  audience  of  more  than 
200,000  civil  rights  supporters.  His  "I 
Have  a  Dream"  speech  expressed  the 
hopes  of  the  civil  rights  movement  in 
oratory  as  moving  as  any  in  American 
history:  "I  have  a  dream  that  one  day  this 
nation  will  rise  up  and  live  out  the  true 
meaning  of  its  creed:  'We  hold  these 
truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.' ...  I  have  a  dream  that  my 
four  little  children  will  one  day  live  in  a 
nation  where  they  will  not  be  judged  by 
the  color  of  their  skin  but  by  the  content 
of  their  character." 

In  our  history  there  have  been  thou- 
sands of  dreamers  and  visionaries.  We 
are  challenged  to  follow  their  examples. 
Number  one  is  to  leave  this  world  better 
than  we  found  it.  We  do  this  by  giving 
more  than  we  take. 

All  of  us  here  today  recognized  there 
are  things  we  encounter  in  this  world  that 
we  cannot  control,  but  they  do  not  lessen 
our  challenges. 

You  can't  control  the  length  of  your 
life — but  you  can  control  its  width  and 
depth. 

You  can't  control  the  contour  of  your 
face — but  you  can  control  its  expression. 

You  can't  control  the  weather — but 
you  can  control  the  atmosphere  of  your 
mind. 

I  say  to  you — Reach  for  the  stars. 
Dream  dreams  and  see  visions.  Fly  with 
the  eagles....  and  know... "with  God  all 
things  are  possible." 

God  Bless!  ❖ 
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Spiritual  Formation  Class  Takes 
Retreat  to  Vandemere 

by  Marci  Rollins,  Student 

The  Spiritual  Formation  Class  re- 
cently attended  a  retreat  at  Camp 
Vandemere.  The  class  introduces 
students  to  spiritual  formation  practices 
and  provides  them  with  guidance  in  ap- 
plying the  practices  to  personal,  spiritual 
growth  and  prepares  them  to  implement 
the  practices  into  church  Christian  edu- 
cation programs.  The  retreat  is  a  required 
part  of  the  class. 

During  the  retreat,  students  gave  each 
other  words  of  encouragement,  exam- 
ined their  personalities,  observed  a  night 
of  silence,  watched  a  movie  and  dis- 
cussed it's  applicability  to  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  Church,  engaged  in  a  silent 
worship  service,  and  closed  with  a  Com- 
munion Service  on  the  pier.  Students  also 
had  free  time  to  reflect  on  the  events  of 
the  semester  and  weekend  and  become 
more  acquainted  with  each  other. 

"I  really  enjoyed  getting  away  from  the 
ordinary  routine  of  life,"  senior  JaNae 
Joyner  said.  "I  was  able  to  see  God  in 


Above  clockwise:  David  Mercer  of  Duplin  County;  Alice  Davis  of  Wayne  County;  Alan  Joyner  of 
Aspen  Grove  Church  in  Wilson  County;  Charles  "Bear"  Waters  of  New  Bethlehem  Church  in  Pamlico 
County;  Amy  Triplett  of  Wayne  County;  Brianna  Williams  of  Hyde  County;  Dale  Belvin  of  Friendly 
Clmpel  Church  in  Guilford  County;  Marci  Rollins  of  First  Church  of  Goldsboro  in  Wayne  County; 
JaNae  Joyner  of  Wayne  County;  and  Hollis  Phelps  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

the  nature  around  me  and  draw  closer    to  describe  this  weekend,"  sophomore 


to  Him  and  others  around  me  through 
the  quietness  of  the  weekend." 

The  class  is  composed  of  not  only  reli- 
gion majors,  but  also  of  two  biology  ma- 
jors and  one  visual  communications  ma- 
jor. Several  of  the  class  members  are  also 
non-traditional  students.  Both  of  these 
aspects  added  to  the  retreat  experience. 

"I  can  find  no  words  that  are  sufficient 


Alan  Joyner  of  Aspen  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Wilson  County  said. 
"It  was  wonderful  to  be  with  other  stu- 
dents that  I  have  learned  to  grow  with, 
and  love.  To  see  God's  presence  in  their 
lives  and  my  own  was  wonderful." 

The  Spiritual  Formation  class  is  taught 
by  Dr.  Tyanna  Day.  ❖ 


Alumnus  Looks  Forward  to  Serving  as  Air  Force  Chaplain 


Richard  Holmes  of  Swansboro  en- 
tered Mount  Olive  College  in  the 
fall  of  1987,  as  a  business  major. 
One  evening,  after  a  deep  conversation 
with  a  friend,  Holmes  decided  to  dedi- 
cate his  life  to  helping  others.  The  next 
day  he  changed  his  major  to  psychology. 

While  attending  the  College,  Holmes 
was  an  active  part  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Fellowship,  Theological  Student's 
Fellowship,  the  Concert  Choir,  and  the 
soccer  team.  During  his  college  experi- 
ence he  grew  in  his  faith  and  was  able  to 
build  strong  friendships  with  students 
and  professors.  He  graduated  in  1992 
with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  psychology 
and  a  strong  concentration  in  church 
ministries. 

Holmes  decided  to  pursue  the  minis- 
try because  he  felt  that  was  what  God 
wanted  him  to  do  with  his  life.  "I  seek 
God's  all  knowing  power  in  all  decisions 
because  I  know  that  He  knows  me  better 
than  I  do,"  he  states. 

After  graduation,  Holmes  served  as 


Pastor  of  Sidney  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  Belhaven  from  1992-1994,  and 
Milbournie  Free 
Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Wilson 
from  1994-2001. 
He  entered 
Southeastern 
Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  in 
the  fall  of  1996. 
In  the  summer 
of  2001  Holmes  joined  the  Air  Force.  He 
completed  a  Chaplain  familiarization 
course  and  Officer  Training  at  Maxwell 
Air  Force  Base  in  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
He  then  worked  as  a  Chaplain  Candidate 
at  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base,  ex- 
amining the  possibility  of  becoming  a 
military  chaplain. 

Holmes  will  graduate  from  SBTS  in 
December  with  a  Master  of  Divinity  in 
Counseling.  In  January  he  will  serve  an- 
other term  as  a  Chaplain  candidate  at 
Patrick  Air  Force  Base  in  Melbourne, 


Florida.  While  waiting  to  apply  for  ac- 
tive duty  next  October,  Holmes  will  work 
as  a  Reserve  Air  Force  Chaplain  and 
hopes  to  be  accepted  into  the  Clinical 
Pastoral  Education  Program  at  Pitt 
County  Memorial  Hospital. 

Holmes  is  currently  pastoring  Cabin 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near  Beulaville, 
NC.  He  plans  to  start  a  ministry  called 
"Family  Encouragement  Ministries" 
which  focuses  on  encouraging  families 
to  draw  closer  to  the  Lord  and  each  other. 
It  will  offer  individual  and  family  coun- 
seling as  well  as  seminars  designed  to 
help  married  couples  and  families. 

Holmes  and  his  wife,  Katina  Swinson 
Holmes,  also  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  have  one  son,  Dustin. 

As  he  looks  forward  to  a  bright  future 
as  a  Chaplain,  Holmes  is  certain  that 
Mount  Olive  College  will  always  hold  a 
special  place  in  his  heart  because  of  the 
people.  "That,"  he  says,  "is  what  truly 
makes  the  College  special."  ❖ 
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Yawn  Receives  Life 
Membership  Award 

Dl  r.  Billy  R.  Yawn  received  the 
|  Life  Membership  Award  dur- 
ing Mount  Olive  College's  An- 
nual Alumni  weekend.  The  award  is 
presented  to  alumni  for  outstanding 
support  and  contributions  to  Mount 
Olive  College  and  the  surrounding 
community. 

Dr.  Yawn  attended  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege in  the  late  1950s.  He  earned  his 
bachelor's  degree  from  Atlantic  Chris- 
tian College  and  a  master's  degree  from 
East  Carolina  University.  He  earned  his 
doctorate  in  religious  education  from 
International  Seminary.  In  1975,  Dr. 
Yawn  was  awarded  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Victory 
Institute  in  Lewiston,  Ohio.  He  has 
done  additional  studies  at  other  univer- 
sities. 

Dr.  Yawn  taught  middle  school  in 
Johnston  County  for  31  years  and  also 
served  as  assistant  principal  during  his 
tenure.  During  this  time,  he  was  very 
active  in  professional  and  community 
activities. 


Above  L  to  R:  Virginia  Yawn,  wife  of  Dr.  Yawn;  Dr.  Yawn;  LaVern  Yawn  Carter,  daughter,  and  the 
Rev.  Braxton  Carter,  son-in-law. 


In  addition  to  his  dedication  in  the 
education  field,  he  has  been  a  very  suc- 
cessful Free  Will  Baptist  pastor  for  ap- 
proximately 43  years.  He  served  at 
Everett  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Clayton  for  over  28  years  and 
at  Union  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Fremont  for  over  14  years. 
Dr.  Yawn  has  been  a  great  supporter  of 
Mount  Olive  College  and  has  provided 
leadership  in  supporting  the  College  in 
the  churches  he  has  pastored. 


In  presenting  the  award,  Genevieve 
McLamb  Taylor  from  the  Class  of  1957 
stated,  "Dr.  Yawn  has  excelled  in  his 
profession  as  an  educator  and  as  a  min- 
ister, and  we  are  proud  to  honor  him 
with  this  award." 

Yawn  credited  his  success  to  three 
factors,  "Becoming  a  born-again  Chris- 
tian; marrying  his  wife,  Virginia  Biddix 
Yawn;  and  enrolling  at  Mount  Olive 
College."  ❖ 


Campus  Visitation 


T)  articipate  in  campus  tours  and 
A  conversations  with  faculty  and 
students  on  Monday,  January  21 
and  Monday,  February  18,  2002.  Have 
lunch  and  see  great  entertainment! 
Scholarship  and  financial  aid  informa- 
tion will  be  provided.  Visit  the  campus 
bookstore:  audition  for  music  scholar- 
ships; share  your  portfolio  with  art  fac- 
ulty members.  Registration  begins  at 
9:30  am  both  mornings.  For  details 
contact  Tim  Woodard,  director  of 
admissions  at  1-800-653-0854  or 
twoodard@moc.edu.  ❖ 


Pictured  receiving  awards  for  con- 
tinued, dedicated  years  of  ser- 
vice to  Mount  Olive  College  are; 
Back  Row  L  to  R:  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong- 
5  years;  Burt  Lewis-5  years;  Marvel 
Manley-15  years;  Carl  Lancaster-15 
years;  and  Jeff  Brogden-15  years; 
Middle  Row:  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison- 


30  years;  Lee  Bennett-5  years;  and  Tina 
Parks-5  years;  Front  Row:  Dr.  Kathy 
Best-20  years;  Dr.  David  Rigsbee-5 
years;  Karen  Sparrow-Caglayon-5 
years;  Josephine  Stroud-5  years;  Diane 
Grahan-10  years,  Bill  Kemp-15  years; 
and  Irene  Weldon-20  years.  ❖ 
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Taylor's  Honored  with  Endowed  Scholarship 


Above  L  to  R:  John  Wesley  Taylor,  Jr.,  Tharen  "Happy"  Riggs  Taylor,  John  W.  Taylor, 
and  Lawanna  Whitfield. 


John  W.  and  Tharen  "Happy" 
Riggs  Taylor  of  Deep  Run  were 
recently  honored  with  the  nam- 
ing of  an  Endowed  Scholarship  fund  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  during  the 
College's  Annual  Alumni  Homecoming 
Weekend.  The  Taylor's  children, 
Lawanna  Taylor  Whitfield  of 
Springdale,  Arkansas,  a  1973  graduate 
of  Mount  Olive  College,  and  John 
Wesley  Taylor,  Jr.  of  Wake  Forrest,  a  1977 
graduate  of  the  College,  established  the 
scholarship  fund  in  their  parents'  honor. 

Both  John  and  Happy  Taylor  are  long- 
time employees  of  Mount  Olive  College. 
John  recently  retired  as  the  assistant 
maintenance  superintendent  after  19 
years  of  employment.  In  the  fall  of  2001 , 
Happy  completed  19  years  of  service 
with  the  institution  of  Christian  higher 
education,  where  she  serves  as  manager 
of  the  campus  bookstore.  Both  have 
dedicated  a  lifetime  of  service  to  Mount 
Olive  College  and  to  the  College's 
founding  body — the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  The  Taylors  have  been 
lifetime  members  of  Smith's  New  Home 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Deep  Run, 
serving  the  church  in  various  capacities. 

"As  far  back  as  I  can  remember,  it  was 
clear  to  our  parents  the  importance  of  a 
good  education.  This  endowment  is  a 
great  opportunity  for  Lawanna  and  me 
to  thank  them  for  the  sacrifice  they  made 


sending  us  to  college  through  some  hard 
times.  Also,  I  know  it  will  warm  their 
hearts  to  see  this  endowment  help  other 
families  send  their  children  to  Mount 
Olive  College,"  Wesley  remarked. 

The  purpose  of  the  scholarship  fund 
is  to  provide  financial  assistance  to  stu- 
dents who  might  not  otherwise  have  the 
opportunity  to  attain  an  education. 
Once  the  fund  reaches  $10,000,  a  named 
scholarship  known  as  the  John  W.  and 
Tharen  "Happy"  Taylor  Endowed 
Scholarship  will  be  awarded  annually. 

"During  their  years  of  working  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  our  parents  estab- 
lished relationships  with  the  students  at 
the  College.  These  relationships  helped 
them  to  realize  the  importance  of  an 
education,"  Lawanna  stated. 

Recipients  of  the  John  W.  and  Tharen 
"Happy"  Taylor  Endowed  Scholarship 
must  demonstrate  financial  need,  strong 
evidence  of  personal  integrity,  moral 
character,  good  citizenship,  academic 
promise,  and  a  sincere  commitment  to 
furthering  their  education.  Recipients 
must  enter  into  a  written  agreement  to 
participate  in  both  prescribed  academic 
studies  and  in  a  defined  extracurricula 
program,  including  internships  and  ser- 
vice projects,  as  may  be  determined  by 
the  College. 

Endowed  scholarships  are  permanent 
funds  that  provide  annual  scholarships.  ❖ 


Above:  The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison  and  Dr.  J.  Wil- 
liam Byrd. 


Harrison  Recognized 

The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison,  campus 
minister,  was  recently  recognized 
for  30  years  of  dedicated  service 
to  the  institution  of  Christian  higher  edu- 
cation. 

Rev.  Harrison  has  been  associated  with 
the  College  for  over  four  decades.  While 
attending  Bear  Grass  High  School,  the 
Williamston  native  felt  God  calling  him 
to  attend  Mount  Olive  College  and  enter 
the  ministry. 

He  graduated  from  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege with  an  associate's  degree  in  1961.  In 
1963,  he  graduated  from  Barton  College 
with  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  religion. 
He  received  his  Master  of  Divinity  from 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  1969.  Upon  graduation  he  worked 
at  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  in  Win- 
ston-Salem and  gained  two  years  of  post- 
graduate studies  in  pastoral  counseling. 

His  pastoral  ministry  includes  Aspen 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Fountain  from  1961-1963  and  Little  Rock 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Lucama  from 
1961-1969.  A  desire  to  serve  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  and  remain  in  education 
brought  him  back  to  Mount  Olive  College 
in  1971. 

At  the  College's  recent  Founder's  Day 
Service  held  in  Rodgers  Chapel,  he  re- 
ceived an  award  for  30  years  of  continual 
service  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

Harrison  says  the  relationship  with  the 
faculty,  staff,  and  students  has  "enriched 
his  life."  "My  goal  has  always  been  to  help 
guide  students  in  life  development  and 
to  enlarge  their  horizons  as  they  prepare 
for  the  future,  thereby  becoming  all  that 
God  would  have  them  to  be,"  he  contin- 
ued. 

Harrison  is  married  to  Barbara 
Lancaster.  They  have  three  children: 
Kristopher  Harrison,  Amy  Witherington, 
and  Chris  Williams.  ❖ 
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White  Oak  Grove  Visits 

White  Oak  Grove  Church, 
LaGrange,  NC,  visited  the 
Children's  Home  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  2001.  The  group  was  greeted  by 
Gary  Lee,  vice  president,  and  given  a 
tour  of  the  campus  including  Memo- 
rial Chapel,  Whitley  Center,  Heritage 
Hall,  and  Genesis  House  (Deans  cot- 
tage). Gary  talked  with  them  about  the 
history  of  the  Home,  types  of  programs, 
and  the  important  role  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists to  our  ministry.  After  his  remarks, 
the  youth  asked  questions  regarding 
life  at  the  home  like  school,  rules,  rec- 
reation activities,  and  daily  life  of  our 
residents. 

Shaniece,  a  resident  of  the  home,  ea- 
gerly awaited  their  arrival  to  Genesis 
House  where  she  talked  with  the  chil- 
dren and  gave  them  an  inside  look  at 
life  at  the  home.  She  explained  how 
residents  sometimes  feel  it  is  cruel  to 
make  them  do  chores.  However,  she 
feels  it  is  best  to  have  structure  and  re- 
sponsibilities. 

After  the  tour,  Linda  Herring  and 
Dianne  Herring  presented  the 
Children's  Home  with  a  donation  from 
the  church  and  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
White  Oak  Grove.  They  also  collected 
items  on  our  needs  list  and  presented 
us  with  a  TV,  VCR,  and  many  other 
household  items.  We  would  like  to 
thank  them  for  remembering  our  chil- 
dren and  helping  us  to  provide  for 
them.  ❖ 


Children's  ISB! 


Above:  Youth  from  White  Oak  Grove  Church,  LaGrange,  NC. 


Left:  Linda  Herring  presents  $1,345.00 
to  Gar\j  Lee. 


CAMPUS  IT 

E  h 

IS  NEEDED 

□  Appliances 

□ 

Heavy  Duty  Picnic  Tables 

□  Personal  Care  Items 

□ 

Various  Types  Cleaning  Brushes 

□  DVD  player 

□ 

20  Wooden  Porch  Rocking  Chairs 

□  New  Sound  System 

□ 

8  oz.  Plastic  Glasses 

(est.cost  $1,000) 

□ 

Playstation  Games 

□  Tall  Table  Lamps 

Dishwasher  Detergent 

□  Magazine  Subscriptions 

□ 

Cordless  Telephones 

□  2  New  Computers 

□ 

Upright  Vacuum  Cleaners 

(Shepherd's  &  Genesis  House) 

□ 

Ironing  Boards 

□  Laundry  Supplies 

□ 

2-3  Quart  pots  w/lids 

□  Cleaning  Supplies 

□ 

Bath  Mats 

□  Paper  Products 

□ 

Shower  Curtains 

□  Encarta  2001  CD-ROM  Encylopedias 

□ 

Large  Pictures  for  Cottages 

□  Bar  Stools 

Thank  You 

The  Children  and  Staff  at  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  would  like  to  thank  you 
for  your  kindness  and  thoughtfulness 
during  the  2001  Christmas  season. 
Words  could  never  express  how  much 
we  appreciate  the  responses  to  our 
Christmas  Sponsorship  and  annual 
Christmas  campaigns  that  were  pro- 
vided for  the  children. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  and  reward 
you  greatly  for  our  dedicated  service  to 
our  children.  We  love  you  and  wish  you 
a  great  New  Year.  ❖ 
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Children's 


Home 


Glaxo  Christmas  Party 

Glaxo,  Zebulon,  NC,  visited  the 
Children's  Home  on  December 
4  tor  their  annual  Christmas 
Party  with  the  children.  For  many 
years,  this  group  of  concerned  employ- 
ees have  visited  the  Children's  Home 
during  the  holidays. 

They  always  bring  refreshments  and 
music  to  get  the  event  started.  The 
Glaxo  choir  sang  Christmas  carols  ac- 
companied by  the  Glaxo  band.  Santa 
arrived  with  presents  for  each  child. 
Santa  happily  gave  gifts  to  each  child 
along  with  a  gentle  hug  and  wished  ev- 
eryone a  very  Merry  Christmas.  It  is 
special  to  see  our  children  enjoying  the 
Christmas  season  with  smiles  on  their 
faces.  Glaxo  also  gave  recreation  equip- 
ment and  gifts  to  the  cottages.  Our  chil- 
dren look  forward  to  the  Glaxo  Christ- 
mas party  each  year.  ❖ 


Children's  Christmas  Program 

On  December  2, 
2001,  the  children 
presented  to  staff 
and  guests  the  annual 
Christmas  program. 
Bobby  Taylor,  President/ 
CEO,  led  the  prayer  of  in- 
vocation. 

This  year's  program 
was  entitled  "The  Not- 
So-Silent  Night."  The 
play  addressed  the  com- 
motion caused  by  the 
shepherds  on  the  night 
the  Christ  Child  was 
born.  According  to  neigh- 
bors, the  shepherds  were 
a  menace  to  the  commu- 
nity; an  expert  witness 
even  testified  they  suf- 
fered from  "halitosis  psy- 
chosis" (caused  by  inhaling  too  much 
sheep  breath).  However,  the  judge  ruled 
everyone,  like  the  shepherds,  had  reason 
to  be  jumping  and  shouting  in  the  streets 
as  a  result  of  the  Good  News  given  the 
shepherds  by  the  angels. 


After  the  play,  the  children  gathered 
to  sing  several  Christmas  carols,  includ- 
ing solo  performances  by  Tabitha 
Turnage,  Casie  Smith,  and  Faith 
Newsome.  Kim  Moorehead  and  Shana 
Simone,  residents  presented  Janie  Sow- 


ers, director,  with  roses 
on  behalf  of  the  children, 
to  thank  her  for  coordi- 
nating the  program. 

The  audience  held 
lighted  candles  during 
the  closing  song,  Go  Light 
Your  World.  Memorial 
Chapel  was  beautifully 
decorated  with  garland, 
white  lights,  candles,  a 
Christmas  tree,  and  na- 
tivity. 

Fifty-one  live  poinset- 
tias,  purchased  by  staff 
to  honor  or  memorialize 
special  people  com- 
pleted the  decor.  The 
evening  events  con- 
cluded with  a  reception 
in  Heritage  Hall.  There 
were  approximately  eighty-five  in  atten- 
dance. 


Above:  Resident  of  Children's  Home  present 
Christmas  program.  ❖ 
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Cragmont  iSHfH 


New  Heights  Kick  Off— 2002,  Vision  Walk—  Walking  for  New  He 


What  Is  It? 

Vision  Walk  is  the  first  of  five  annual 
walk-a-thons  to  raise  money  for 
Cragmont's  New  Heights  campaign. 

When  and  Where? 

VisionWalk  2002  will  be  Monday, 
April  1,  2002  at  the  Wayne  County  Fair- 
ground in  Goldsboro.  We  will  walk  from 
10:00  am  until  5:00  pm. 

Who  Do  We  Want  There? 

Participants  invited  and  encouraged 
to  walk  are  young  people  from: 

•  all  summer  camps 

•  all  youth  fellowship  districts 

•  all  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 


For  What  Are  We  Walking? 

All  funds  raised  by  our  youth  at  Vi- 
sion Walk  will  go  toward  our  new  gym/ 
multi-purpose  recreation  complex. 

What's  Provided? 

Your  "official"  Vision  Walk  tee  shirt, 
drinks,  snacks  throughout  the  day,  and 
a  hamburger  and  hotdog  cookout  at 
5:00  pm  will  be  provided. 

Incentives? 

You  Bet!  Prizes  will  be  given  to  indi- 
viduals who  raise  the  most  money  for 
New  Heights  through  their  sponsorship 
pledges.  They  include: 
•  First  Place— $500.00  Savings  Bond; 


•  Second  Place—  $250.00  Savings  Bond; 

•  Third  Place— $100.00  Savings  Bond; 

•  Fourth  Place—  $50.00  Gift  Certificate 
to  the  Cragmont  Store; 

•  Fifth  Place — Cragmont  merchandise. 

Vision  Walk 

Information  packets  and  sponsorship 
forms  will  be  made  available  to 
churches,  summer  camp  directors, 
church  youth  directors  and  district 
youth  fellowships  in  mid-January.  Do 
your  part  to  help  our  youth  participate 
in  Cragmont  reaching  New  Heights! 
Support  Vision  Walk  2002!  ❖ 


Banquet  Celebration 

Cragmont  will  officially  kick  off  our 
New  Heights  campaign  with  our 
Banquet  Celebration  on  Tuesday, 
April  2,  2002,  at  7:00  pm  in  the  Lois  K. 
Murphy  Center  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
This  will  truly  be  an  evening  of  celebra- 
tion! We  will  celebrate  the  vision  God  gave 
us  in  "New  Heights" — the  success  of  our 
first  Vision  Walk — and  we'll  "officially" 
begin  our  five-year  campaign  by  count- 
ing the  stones  made  ready  to  move  to  our 


mountain  since  "New  Heights"  was  un- 
veiled at  our  Convention  in  September, 
2001. 

Helping  us  celebrate  the  beginning  of 
our  journey  from  view  to  vision  will  be 
one  of  the  star  attractions  direct  from  Pi- 
geon Forge,  TN  and  Dollywood,  Mr. 
James  Rogers.  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  summer 
camp  and  weekend  retreat  favorite.  This 
award  winning  singer,  song  writer,  and 
entertainer  will  delight  one  and  all  with 


his  music,  talent,  and  humor. 

Reservation  requests  for  this  special 
evening  will  be  made  available  through 
The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Cragmont  Club 
statements  in  January  and  February,  and 
to  all  of  our  churches  in  mid-January. 

Please  get  your  reservations  in  early — 
space  is  limited! 

For  further  information  call  Bryant 
Hines  at  252-637-7171.  ❖ 
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Something  New  For  2002 — Cragmont's  Valentine  Weekend 


Special  for  couples  only.  Our 
first  Marriage  Enrichment 
Seminar  will  be  offered  Fri- 
day through  Sunday,  February  15- 
17,  2002.  Space  will  be  limited  to 
the  first  30  couples  who  register 

Seminar  leaders,  Dr.  De  Wayne 
Eakes  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Holmes, 
will  be  using  the  John  Maxwell  series 
for  this  relationship  building  experi- 
ence on  the  mountain. 

The  cost  for  this  seminar  will  be 


$150.00  per  couple,  which  includes 
lodging  and  meals  at  Cragmont  for 
the  weekend  and  all  seminar  materi- 
als. 

Contact  Bryant  Hines  at  252-637- 
7171  for  further  information  or 
complete  the  registration  form 
and  mail  to  Bryant  Hines,  203 
Teachey  Court,  New  Bern,  NC  28562, 
with  your  $50.00  non-refundable  de- 
posit due  by  January  15.  Balance  due 
upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  ❖ 


Name 
Address: 


City 


Phone  Number. 
Church   


Do  you  need  a  first  floor  room? 


□  Yes 


□  No 
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Sunday  School 


Look  What's  Coming! 

The  beginning  of  this  new  year  is  filled 
with  new  opportunities  for  learning 
through  workshops  and  seminars  spon- 
sored by  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Ministry.  Please  survey 
the  listing  and  the  topics,  find  a  location 
near  you,  and  attend  to  add  to  your  base 
of  knowledge  about  growth  in  your 
church  through  the  teaching  ministry. 

With  the  exception  of  one,  all  work- 
shops will  be  held  on  Saturday  in  order 
to  meet  the  needs  of  more  people.  You 
can  complete  the  registration  form  below 
and  return  it  to:  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Sunday  School  Ministry,  PO  Box  39, 
Ayden,  NC,  28513,  call  at  (252)  746-4963 
and  indicate  your  attendance  or  register 
on  site  the  day  of  the  workshop. 

January  5,  2002 

Johnston  Union,  Smithfield,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
January  19,  2002 

Little  Rock,  Lucama,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
January  26,  2002 

Elwood  Lane,  Kannapolis,  NC 

Regular  Conference  Time 
February  2,  2002 

Mt.  Calvary,  Bladenboro,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
February  8-9,  2002 

Free  Union,  Pinetown,  NC 

Friday  night  7:30  pm-9:00  pm 

Saturday  9:00  am-3:00  pm 
February  23,  2002 

Marlboro,  Farmville,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
March  2,  2002 

Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  NC 

8:00  am— 3:15  pm 
April  6,  2002 

First  FWB  Kinston,  Kinston,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
April  13,  2002 

Silver  Creek,  Swansboro,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
April  18-21,  2002 

Zion,  Blakely,  GA 

To  Be  Scheduled 


At  Johnston  Union, 
Little  Rock,  Mt.  Cal- 
vary, Marlboro, 
Kinston  First,  and  Sil 
ver  Creek  the  work- 
shop topic  will  be 
Tfie  Dirt  on  Learn- 
ing and  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 
This  workshop  focuses  on  5  objectives 
which  are:  1  )  Help  learners  truly  un- 
derstand God's  Word,  2)  Unlock  long- 
term  memory  that  shapes  students' 
lives,  3)  Nurture  every-day  faith 
in  learners,  4)  Avoid  thorny  barri- 
ers that  choke  learning,  5)  Use  authentic 
learning  that  makes  learners  eager  to 
learn. 

Mrs.  Dudley  will  be  demonstrating 
various  teaching  techniques  while  shar- 
ing information  based  on  the  Parable  of 
the  Sower.  In  an  interactive  way,  that  will 
lead  to  a  greater  understanding  and  use 
of  Biblical  truths. 

The  workshop  for  the  Piedmont  Con- 
ference will  be  Keys  to  Sunday  School 
Growth  and  will  he  led  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Dudley. 

At  Free  Union,  Pinetown,  NC,  the  Fri- 
day night  session  will  be  entitled  Biblical 
Models  of  Leadership  and  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  K.  David  Hines.  This  ses- 
sion is  opened  to  all  pastors,  superinten- 
dents, and  anyone  else  in  a  leadership  ca- 
pacity in  the  local  church.  The  Saturday 
session  will  be  focused  to  teaching  at  the 
following  levels: 


•  Preschoolers 

led  by  Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks 

•  Early  Elementary  (K-3) 
led  by  Mrs.  Teresa  Grubbs 

•  Elementary  (Grades  4-5) 
led  by  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 

•  Middle  School  (Grades  6-8) 
led  by  the  Rev.  Frankie  Baggett 

•  High  School  (Grades  9-12) 
led  by  Ms.  Kitty  Sasser  Barnes 

•  Adults 

led  by  the  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks 

The  above  workshops  / seminars  have 
a  registration  fee  of  $15.00  per  person 
or  no  more  than  $60.00  per  church. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to: 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board.  This  fee  will  take  care  of 
all  materials  and  food  for  the  day.  The 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  will  have  a  dis- 
play of  materials,  ready  for  purchase,  at 
the  locations.  As  Vacation  Bible  School 
materials  become  available,  they  will  be 
included.  ❖ 


Name:  _ 
Address: 


Church: 


Location  of  Workshop:  Registration  Fee  enclosed:  ONo  □  Yes 
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Annual  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School  Institute 

Mount  Olive  College  Saturday,  March  2,  2002  8:00  am-3:30  pm 

Theme:  The  Impact  of  ,Sunday  School 
"Past,  Present,  Future" 


Workshops 

Organizing  Sunday  School  for  Growth 
The  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks-Worfo/iop  Leader 

Teaching  Adults  With  Confidence 

The  Rev.  Ted  Wdbanks-Workslwp  Leader 

Adult  Learning  Styles  &  Bible  Teaching 
The  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks-Wbr/cs/iop  Leader 

Grades  Music  Program  in  the  Church 
The  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks- Workshop  Leader 

Ministering  to  College  &  Career  Ages 
Miss  Kelly  Warrick-Wor/cs/iop  Leader 

Come  Grow  With  Us 

The  Rev.  John  Mark  Windley— Workshop 
Leader 

The  Art  of  Storytelling 

Mrs.  Brenda  Best-Workshop  Leader 

How  to  Read  and  Understand  the  Bible 
Dr.  K.  David  Hines-Workshop  Leader 

Spiritual  Formation 

Dr.  Tyanna  Day-Workshop  Leader 

Faith  Development 

Dr.  Tyanna  Day-Workshop  Leader 


Characteristics  of  Preschoolers 

Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks-Worfo/iop  Leader 

Lesson  Planning  for  Preschoolers 

Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks-Worfe/zop  Leader 

Characteristics  of  Elementary  Children 
Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks-Workshop  Leader 

Lesson  Planning  for  Elementary  Children 
Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks-Workshop  Leader 

Loving  the  Middle  Schooler 

Mrs.  Lynn  PanneW-Workshop  Leader 

Teaching  the  High  Schooler 

Mrs.  Lynn  Pannell-Workshop  Leader 

Directing  a  Successful  VBS 

Mrs.  Lynn  Pannell-Workshop  Leader 

Demonstrating  Standard  VBS  Materials 
Mrs.  Lynn  PanneW-Workshop  Leader 

The  Church  and  the  Law  (Parts  I  &  2) 
Dr.  Mike  BarnhiW-Workshop  Leader 

The  Writing  Process  (Parts  1  &  2)  (From 
Idea  to  Finished  Product) 

Mrs.  Shirley  Benson-Workshop  Leader 


The  Role  and  Work  of  a  Deacon  (Parts  1  &2) 
The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley-Workshop 
Leader 

The  Role  and  Work  of  an  Usher  (Parts  1  &2) 
The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley-Workshop 

Leader 

The  Role  of  the  Church  Secretary 
Mrs.  Ann  Smith-Workshop  Leader 

Understanding  the  Hispanic  Culture 
Mrs.  Becky  Estep-Workshop  Leader 

Practical  Ministry  to  Hispanics 
Mrs.  Becky  Estep-Workshop  Leader 

Children  Ages  4-8 

Miss  Cynthia  Hansley-Wor/cstop  Leader 
Miss  Amy  McCoy-Workshop  Leader 

Children  Ages  9-12 

Miss  Marci  Rollins-Workshop  Leader 

Children  Ages  13  and  up 

Mrs.  Cathy  Crumpler-Workshop  Leader 


Schedule 

8:00  am-9:00  am 

Mix  and  mingle  and  view  displays 

9:00am-9:40  am 

Opening  Assembly,  Registration, 
Directions,  and  Keynote  Address 

9:50  am-10:50  am 
Workshop  Session  I 

11:00  am-12:00  noon 
Workshop  Session  2 


12:00  noon-LOO  pm 

Lunch  and  View  Displays 

1:10  pm-2:10  pm 

Workshop  Session  3 
2:15  pm-:15  pm 

Workshop  Session  4 

3:15  pm-3:30  pm 

Displays  remain  open  for  purchase 


Registration  Fee 


Children  Ages  4-12  =  $5.00  Each 
Children  Ages  13  and  up,  including 
adults-$15.00  per  individual  person 
Maximum  cost  per  church  =  $60.00 
(The  Registration  fee  covers  all  materials  and 
food  for  the  day.) 
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Camp  Vandemere 


"Send  out  thy  light  and  truth..." 

by  the  Rev.  Mike  Scott  Psalm  43:3 


rom  its  earliest  days,  Camp 
Vandemere  has  used  the  light- 


house as  its  logo  along  with  the 
quote  from  Psalm  43:  3-0  send  out  thy 
light  and  thy  truth.  The  lighthouse  is  a 
powerful  reminder  of  both  the  purpose 
and  the  mission  of  the  Camp  among  the 
ranks  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
Consider  three  important  characteristics 
of  a  lighthouse  and  how  it  relates  to  our 
Christian  witness. 

First,  the  purpose 
of  a  lighthouse  is 
to  reveal  danger. 

First,  the  purpose  of  a  lighthouse  is 
to  reveal  danger.  As  ships  approach  a 
tempestuous  shore,  the  lighthouse 
shines  out  the  warning  that  danger  lies 
ahead.  Whether  it  be  treacherous  rocks, 
tricky  currents,  or  hidden  shoals,  the 
lighthouse  informs  the  ship  and  its  crew 
that  danger  lies  ahead.  We  feel  that  one 
of  our  greatest  purposes  at  Camp 
Vandemere  is  to  inform  young  and  old 
alike  that  Satan  is  tricky,  the  world  is 
tempting,  and  that  both  are  to  be  treated 
with  utmost  caution.  Through  weekly 
camping  sessions,  Layman's  League  re- 
treats and  Woman's  Auxiliary  confer- 
ences Christian  principals  and  values 
are  instilled  in  the  lives  of  the  partici- 
pants, and  the  Biblical  principal  to 
" . .  .come  out  from  among  them,  and  be 
ye  separate  . .  .and  touch  not  the  unclean 
thing;. . ."  (2  Corinthians  6:17)  is  set  forth 
as  the  standard  of  godly  living.  Holy 
Scripture  warns  us  of  the  dangers  of  sin 
and  worldliness,  and  we  feel  that  a  part 
of  our  responsibility  at  Camp 
Vandemere  is  to  share  these  warnings 
as  plain  and  clearly  as  possible. 

A  second  purpose  of  a  lighthouse  is 


to  give  direction.  Many  are  the  times 
that  a  ship  lost  at  sea  has  spotted  the 
friendly  beacon  of  a  lighthouse  and  has 
found  a  safe  port  because  the  light 
keeper  was  faithful  to  keep  the  light 
shining  through  the  darkest  night.  To 
see  the  light  and  to  follow  the  light,  leads 
to  safety  and  protects  from  harm  and 
danger. 

Along  the  same  lines,  Camp 
Vandemere  feels  a  keen  sense  of  respon- 
sibility to  keep  the  light  of  the  truth  of 
God's  Word  shining  in  the  darkness  of 
this  world  of  sin  and  perversion.  In  a  time 
when  people  are  calling  evil  good  and 
good  evil  and  when  they  put  darkness 
for  light  and  light  for  darkness,  there 
needs  to  be  a  righteous  banner  erected 
that  proclaims,  "..  .This  is  the  way  walk 
ye  in  it,  ..."  (Isaiah  30:  21). 

Through  its  many  activities  centered 
around  young  people,  adults,  senior 
adults,  families,  the  church,  and  its  aux- 

A  second  purpose  of  a 
lighthouse  is  to 
give  direction. 

iliaries,  Camp  Vandemere  attempts  to 
give  guidance  to  all  who  take  advantage 
of  its  beautiful  facilities.  Both  the  physi- 
cal and  spiritual  aspects  of  a  person's  life 
are  considered  in  that  all  types  of  recre- 
ational activities — swimming,  canoeing, 
volleyball,  basketball,  etc. — are  available 
along  with  challenging  studies  in  the 
Word  of  God,  which  David  informs  us  is 
"...a  lamp  unto  [our]  feet,  and  a  light 
unto  [our]  path"  (Psalm  119:105). 

The  third  characteristic  of  a  lighthouse 
is  the  fact  that  for  it  to  be  effective  it  must 
continue  to  burn  brightly.  The  light  must 
never  go  out!  As  soon  as  it  does,  the 


lighthouse  loses  its  ability  to  warn  the 
ships  of  danger  and  to  direct  them  safely 
to  port.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  Camp 
Vandemere  is  committed   to  the 

The  third  characteristic 
of  a  lighthouse  is  the  fact  that 
for  it  to  be  effective  it  must 
continue  to  bum  brightly. 

task  of  keeping  the  light  of  God's  love 
shining  bright  not  only  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina,  but  wherever  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  may  be  found.  In  these  lat- 
ter days,  the  need  is  greater  than  ever  to 
exhort  and  encourage  believers,  and  to 
do  all  that  is  possible  to  win  new  con- 
verts, for  the  time  of  Christ's  appearing 
is  near  at  hand.  We  must  take  our  re- 
sponsibilities as  Christians  seriously  and 
faithfully  fulfill  the  Great  Commission 
that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  left  us — 
to  take  the  Gospel  into  the  entire  world. 
Now  is  not  the  time  to  slow  down  or 
give  in;  rather,  it  is  the  time  to  be  more 
diligent  than  ever  in  letting  the  light  of 
Christ's  truth  shine. 

Anyone  who  would  like  to  help  keep 
the  Camp  Vandemere  lighthouse  shin- 
ing bright  with  a  financial  contribution 
may  contact  Judy  Kennedy,  933-N  NC 
41,  Pink  Hill,  NC  28572,  or  by  telephone 
(910)  298-4311.  Also,  Camp  Manager 
Mike  Williams  is  available  to  answer 
questions  and  to  arrange  visits  to  the 
camp.  He  can  also  set  up  family  a  get-a- 
way, along  with  church  and  Sunday 
school  retreats.  Feel  free  to  contact  him 
at  PO  Box  188,  Vandemere,  NC  28577 
or  by  phoning  (252)  745-3171.  Together, 
we  can  establish  a  glorious  future  for 
Camp  Vandemere  and  can  insure  that 
its  light  will  never  grow  dim.  ❖ 
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&  EVENTS 


News  From  Daniels  Chapel 
Church 

by  Marie  G.  Glenn 

The  blessings  that  God  has  poured 
out  upon  Daniels  Chapel  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Wilson,  NC,  this  year  have  been  tremen- 
dous. Beginning  with  the  new  church 
year,  a  new  Bible  study  was  begun,  a 
Gaither-style  community  singing  was 
presented,  twenty-two  people  have  ac- 
cepted Christ  as  Savior  and  united  with 
our  church,  and  we  observed  the  pest 
Homecoming  ever  on  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  September. 

Our  new  Bible  study,  Journey  of  a  Life- 
time, a  fifty-two  lesson  study  of  the  en- 
tire Bible,  written  by  Tommy  C.  Higle, 
has  been  accepted  with  much  enthusi- 
asm. Our  attendance  on  Wednesday 
nights  for  this  study  has  more  than 
doubled.  It  has  been  encouraging  and  ex- 
citing to  see  so  many  young  people,  as 
well  as  the  older  ones,  taking  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  learn  more  about 
God  and  His  Word.  Some  who  are  eighty 
years  old  and  older  are  faithful  in  atten- 
dance and  have  not  missed  a  single  les- 
son. The  Bible  study  leaders  are  Earl  H. 
Glenn,  pastor,  and  Kathy  Hayes,  YFA 
leader  and  teacher  of  the  youth.  They  al- 
ternate every  other  week.  This  Bible 
study  includes  a  workbook  for  each  in- 
dividual and  has  encouraged  the  mem- 
bers to  devote  more  time  to  Bible  read- 
ing and  prayer.  The  program  has  created 
more  interest  than  we  had  ever  antici- 
pated. Many  have  verbally  expressed  the 
blessings  they  have  received  from  these 
studies. 

August  is  traditionally  designated  as 
Music  Month  at  Daniels  Chapel.  During 
the  month,  special  music  for  worship  ser- 
vices is  emphasized.  Our  church  is 
blessed  to  have  a  wonderful  Chancel 
Choir,  excellent  musicians,  and  many 
who  sing  solos,  trios,  and  quartets.  This 
year  our  choir,  directed  by  Johnny 
Sullivan,  music  and  youth  director,  com- 
bined with  Black  Creek  United  Method- 
ist Choir  and  Evansdale  United  Method- 
ist Choir,  directed  by  Will  Pierce,  pre- 


Above:  Mrs.  Hattie  Everton  surrounded  by  family  members  as  Pastor  Glenn  announces  hono- 
rarium. Chancel  choir  in  the  background. 


Above:  Seventeen  new  members  baptized  on  Sunday  evening,  September  2,  2001. 


sented  The  Old  Fashioned  Meeting,  a  mu- 
sical including  songs  of  long  ago.  This 
Gaither-style  musical  drew  people  from 
other  churches  and  other  towns  as  well. 
Huge  crowds  attended  both  the  Satur- 
day night  and  Sunday  night  presenta- 
tions and  many  expressed  joy  and  hap- 
piness from  having  attended.  An  offer- 
ing of  over  $1,200  was  taken  for  local 
charities. 

Twenty-two  new  members  were  can- 
didates for  baptism.  Seventeen  of  these 
were  baptized  Sunday  night,  September 
2, 2001 .  The  other  five,  who  could  not  be 
present  for  various  reasons,  will  be  bap- 


tized at  a  later  date.  Seeing  all  of  those 
new  members  being  baptized  and  receiv- 
ing the  right  hand  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship afterwards  was  a  wonderful  thrill. 
This  moving  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our 
midst  has  been  accredited,  in  part,  to 
Aaron's  Prayer  Band,  a  group  of  church 
men  who  meet  with  the  Pastor  every 
Sunday  morning  and  night  for  the  pur- 
pose of  praying  for  him,  that  he  will  be 
anointed  with  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  preach  the  Word.  Included  in 
that  prayer  are  those  who  are  in  atten- 
dance. They  pray  that  those  who  are 
Christians  will  be  faithful  witnesses  for 
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the  Lord  and  that  those  who  are  unsaved 
will  find  Jesus  Christ  as  their  personal 
Savior. 

The  church  observed  Homecoming  on 
September  23  with  a  large  number  of 
members,  former  members,  and  visitors 
in  attendance.  The  morning  worship  ser- 
vice included  singing  by  the  Chancel 
Choir,  combined  Youth  Choirs,  and  the 
New  Life  Singers.  Dr.  Tom  Everton  of 
Winston  Salem,  NC,  a  former  member  of 
Daniels  Chapel  and  the  son  of  Hattie 
Everton  and  the  late  Rev.  J.  Wilbert 
Everton,  was  the  Homecoming  speaker, 
using  as  his  subject,  The  Proper  Perspec- 
tive. As  the  choir  sang  Come  fust  As  You 
Are,  a  large  number  of  people  responded 
to  the  invitation. 

A  highlight  of  the  morning  was  the 
presentation,  by  the  Pastor,  of  a  Wall  of 
Honor  plaque  to  Mrs.  Everton  in  her 
honor  and  in  memory  of  her  late  hus- 
band. This  plaque  was  made  possible 
through  the  combined  gifts  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  and  the  J.  Wilbert 
Everton  Auxiliary.  The  names  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Everton  have  also  been  placed  on 
the  Wall  of  Honor  in  the  Headquarters 
Building  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in 
Ayden,  NC. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Tom  Everton,  the 
three  other  children  of  the  Evertons,  Jeff, 
Randy,  Becky  and  their  families  were  in 
attendance.  Randy,  a  former  organist  for 
Daniels  Chapel,  accompanied  the  choirs 
and  congregation  in  singing  How  Great 
Thou  Art,  Mrs.  Everton's  favorite  hymn. 

Among  those  attending  were  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Walter  Reynolds,  special  friends 
of  the  Evertons.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
morning  worship  service,  Mr.  Reynolds 
gave  the  Benediction  and  offered  thanks 
for  the  Homecoming  dinner,  which  was 
served  in  the  Family  Life  Center. 

Our  new  church  year  has  started  on  a 
high  note  at  Daniels  Chapel  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Wilson,  N  C.  Pray 
with  us  that  God  will  continue  to  bless 
and  that  we  will  continue  to  witness  the 
great  and  mighty  works  that  come  only 
through  Christ.  We  give  all  of  the  honor, 
glory,  and  praise  to  Him.  ❖ 


Pee  Dee  District  Annual  Youth 
Field  Day 

by:  Susie  Fairfax 

On  Saturday,  September  15, 
youth  groups  in  the  Pee  Dee 
District  gathered  for  their  an- 
nual Field  Day.  Youth  ranging  from 
preschoolers  to  teenagers  enjoyed  a 
morning  of  games  and  fun,  followed 
by  a  picnic  lunch. 

A  special  thanks  to  the  Rev.  Charles 
Cribb  for  sharing  an  encouraging 
message  with  the  group  after  lunch. 
The  fun  and  fellowship  were  a  de- 
light! ❖ 
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Pastor  Appreciation  Day  at  St.  Paul 


by  Janet  Warren 


o 


n  Sunday,  August  12,  2001, 
the  congregation  of  St.  Paul  if, 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Newton  Grove,  NC,  honored  our 
Pastor,  the  Rev.  Roy  Clifton  on  Pas- 
tor Appreciation  Day.  Family  and 
friends  were  invited  to  join  us.  A  leaf- 
less tree  was  placed  in  the  vestibule 
and  the  congregation  prepared  a 
bountiful  meal  as  we  joined  together 
in  fellowship,  music,  and  words  of 
praise  for  the  job  he  has  done  and 
continues  to  do.  This  year  was  a  spe- 
cial year  as  we  honored  him  for  30 
years  in  the  ministry.  A  beautiful  ar- 
rangement of  30  red  roses  were 
placed  in  the  church  in  honor  of  Rev. 
Clifton  given  by  his  wife  Peggy,  chil- 
dren, Jeffrey,  Donna,  Gene,  Amy,  and 
his  grandsons  Thomas  and  Tyler. 

The  program  began  with  the  Choir 
singing  Holy,  Holy,  Holy  followed  by 
the  congregation  singing  Living  for 
Jesus.  We  have  been  so  blessed  at  St. 
Paul  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  to  have 
Rev.  Clifton  who  lives  for  Jesus  each 
and  every  day.  He  has  answered  the  call, 
following  His  leading  and  giving  Him 
his  all.  The  choir  then  sang  a  special, 
entitled:  There  is  No  Other  Name  Under 
Heaven. 

During  the  service,  special  visitors 
took  time  to  reflect  on  Rev.  Clifton  and 
how  he  had  touched  their  lives  and  the 
lives  of  their  congregation.  Speaking  on 
behalf  of  St.  Paul  Church  was  Deacon, 
Craig  Warren  who  thanked  each  one  for 
being  part  of  our  special  day.  He  told 
about  the  dedication  and  service  that 
Mr.  Roy  gives  so  freely.  Craig  spoke  of 
the  way  that  he  is  always  there  during 
sickness,  a  death,  or  anytime  day  or 
night  that  there  is  a  need,  to  support  us, 
encourage  us,  and  pray  with  us. 

Rev.  Clifton  pastored  West  Clinton 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for  2  years. 
Dixie  Bass  from  West  Clinton  spoke  of 
his  love  and  friendship,  a  godly  man 
that  is  Christlike.  The  date  of  birth  and 
the  date  of  death  in  our  lives  are  not  as 
important  as  the  days  in  between  and 
what  you  do  with  your  life. 

Stanley  Bass  from  Mt.  Zion  Free  Will 


Baptist  Church  spoke  about  what  a 
privilege  it  was  to  be  able  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  Rev.  Clifton  and  how  he  was 
such  a  part  of  their  lives  and  how  he  con- 
siders him  to  be  part  of  his  family.  They 
saw  him  grow  daily  and  saw  the  con- 
gregation grow  in  the  process.  He  was 
also  attending  the  Carolina  Bible  Insti- 
tute and  graduated  from  there  during 
this  time.  He  helped  them  to  begin  re- 
ceiving devotional  books  and  was  in- 
strumental in  leading  the  church  to 
completion  and  dedication  of  the  Fel- 
lowship hall,  and  started  a  Senior  Citi- 
zens tape  ministry  of  the  worship  ser- 
vice which  continues  today.  He  was  pas- 
tor there  for  7  years  and  returned  later 
in  his  ministry  to  serve  for  4  more  years. 
He  served  them  well  and  blessed  the 
church  family.  He  baptized  members, 
performed  weddings  as  well  as  funer- 
als. He  also  recognized  the  fact  that  be- 
hind every  good  man  is  a  good  woman 
and  Rev.  Clifton  has  been  blessed  with 
a  good  and  loving  wife  that  has  been 
dedicated  to  him  and  his  service. 
Guy  Stott  from  Sherron  Acres  Free 


Will  Baptist  Church  spoke  of  his 
brother  in  Christ  and  how  his  first 
impression  was  a  most  lasting  im- 
pression. Rev.  Clifton  always  seemed 
at  home  during  his  ministry  there 
during  his  10-year  stay.  He  touched 
their  lives  in  a  personal  way  as  well 
as  a  spiritual  way  and  led  many  to 
Christ.  He  worked  closely  with  the 
Deacon  Board  and  was  concerned  for 
the  lost  and  urged  the  congregation 
to  seek  the  lost,  the  sick,  and  the  shut- 
ins.  He  supports  the  Gideons  Inter- 
national and  their  ministry,  and  he 
was  instrumental  in  helping  to  pur- 
chase a  van  for  church  ministry,  the 
paving  of  the  parking  lot,  adding 
Plexiglass  panels  on  the  stained- 
glass  windows  as  well  as  running  a 
sewer  line.  He  saw  a  need  for  activi- 
ties for  the  youth  and  built  a  play 
gym.  He  is  truly  a  great  man  of  God, 
who  serves  the  Lord,  which  is  truly 
his  greatest  achievement. 

Scott  Johnson  from  Carolina  Bible 
Institute  spoke  of  the  opportunity  he 
had  to  know  Rev.  Clifton.  He  has  been  a 
teacher,  friend,  and  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  at  the  Bible  Institute. 
In  summation,  to  honor  Mr.  Roy  he  says, 
in  2  Timothy  2:15:  "Study  to  shew  thy- 
self approved  unto  God,  a  workman 
that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly 
dividing  the  word  of  truth."  He  will  not 
compromise  the  Word  of  God;  he  loves 
his  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  Rev. 
Clifton  taught  him  in  class  to  be  pre- 
pared during  class,  and  be  ready  to  meet 
his  Lord  and  Savior  when  he  stands  be- 
side and  behind  God's  sacred  throne. 
Many  kind  words  of  love  and  apprecia- 
tion were  spoken  from  the  heart  on  his 
behalf  for  his  love  of  God  and  for  him 
being  a  man  of  God,  loving,  devoted  and 
one  who  knows  God's  Word  and 
preaches  the  truth  that  he  knows. 

Special  music  was  provided  by  Glenn 
Tart,  Craig  Warren,  and  Carla  Herring 
entitled  God  Wants  to  Hear  You  Sing.  As 
the  song  says,  "You  shall  sing  praises  to 
the  Lord  and  trust  Him  come  what  may, 
God  wants  to  hear  your  voice,  He  wants 
Continued  on  next  page 
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to  hear  your  praise  on  a  cheery  day,  and 
even  when  suffering  comes  along." 
What  a  special  message  for  a  special 
man  who  has  spent  his  life  trusting  and 
believing,  studying  and  walking  daily 
in  His  name  and  being  obedient.  Rev. 
Clifton  gives  God  all  the  glory  for  ev- 
erything he  has  accomplished  in  his  life. 

Ordained  February  1971  at  West 
Clinton  Church  in  Clinton,  NC,  Rev. 
Clifton  graduated  from  the  Carolina 
Bible  Institute  on  May  19,1977  with  a  Di- 
ploma in  Bible,  in  1991  with  a  degree  in 
Theology  and  in  1999  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Ministry.  He  continues  to  work  to- 
ward his  Masters.  In  February  2001,  St. 
Paul  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  sent  him 
and  his  wife  to  the  Holy  Land.  Rev. 
Clifton  is  very  active  in  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  denomination,  serving  on  vari- 
ous boards. 

Everyone  was  invited  to  the  fellow- 
ship hall  for  a  delicious  and  bountiful 
meal  enjoyed  by  all.  Rev.  Clifton  has 
tried  to  be  an  unselfish  servant  of  the 
Lord,  putting  Him  first  and  his  church 
family  second  in  his  life.  He  has  experi- 
enced much  joy  by  making  life  better  for 
others,  by  living  a  Christian  life  before 
he  dies  and  by  drawing  attention  to  our 
Heavenly  Father.  We  have  been  truly 
blessed  to  have  him  as  our  Pastor  for  the 
past  7  years  and  are  grateful  for  the  truth 
he  speaks  and  the  guidance  and  direc- 
tion he  gives  us  daily.  ❖ 
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Registration  Form  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference 

v —  Name  


Address 


April  5-7,  2002 


Speaker:  Becky  Jo  Sumner 

Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a 
$20.00  deposit  to: 

Teresa  M.  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 


Phone  (  ) 


Church 


If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations, 
please  check  here  G. 

Please  list  the  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room: 


A  balance  of  $40.00  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks 
payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference 


Mark  your  calendar  for  the  weeks  of  camp:  June  3-8  and  July  29-August  3. 
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A  New  Year  of  Blessings 

by  Rita  Jones 

Happy  2002  from  Powhatan 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Clayton,  NC!  We 
pray  you  will  be  blessed  this  coming 
year  and  blessed  indeed  as  was  Jabez. 

On  October  28,  2001,  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  combined  with  the  youth 
to  visit  the  Children's  Home  in 
Middlesex.  Directly  after  the  morn- 
ing worship  service,  the  bus  loaded 
up  to  take  lunch  (pizza,  salad,  drinks, 
desserts).  A  gift  of  a  CD  player /ste- 
reo was  carried  along  with  some  pil- 
lows for  dorm  rooms.  The  young  people 
at  the  Children's  Home  were  so  appre- 
ciative, and  we  enjoyed  our  visit  with 
them  so  much  that  we  hope  to  do  it  more 
often. 

Looking  back  at  our  activities  in  No- 
vember, the  young  people  enjoyed  the 
Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally  at  Johnston  Union 
on  November  3  with  the  program  by 
Kelly  Warrick  and  a  group  from  St. 
Mary's  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  New 
Bern.  Youth  officers  for  2002  were  in- 
stalled in  a  ceremony  by  Scott  Satterfield 
as  follows:  Dawn  Faircloth,  president; 
Roberta  Widhalm,  vice-president;  Nikki 
Jones,  secretary;  Crystal  Guy,  treasurer; 
Holland  White,  song  leader;  Daniel 
McLamb,  recreation  leader.  Attendance 
banners  went  to  Smyrna,  Riverside, 
Vandora  Springs,  and  Powhatan. 

A  dinner  held  at  Wilson  on  Saturday 
evening,  November  10  for  the  Carolina 
Bible  Institute  was  attended  by  several 
members  from  Powhatan — Alan  Price 
and  his  family,  Phillip  James  and  his  wife 
and  son,  Margaret  Johnson  and  Joyce 
Carter.  Alan  and  Beverly  Price  and 
Phillip  James  are  enrollees  in  the  pro- 
gram. We  pray  for  the  Institute's  contin- 
ued good  work. 

On  the  same  evening,  Roberta 
Widhalm  and  Nikki  Jones  attended  a 
meeting  for  the  Cape  Fear  Youth  officers 
at  Karen  Honeycutt's  house  in  Dunn. 
Karen  graciously  opened  her  home  and 
treated  the  group  to  pizza  while  they 
worked  on  plans  for  next  year's  youth 
work.  Martha  Parsons  (State  Youth 
Chair)  and  four  officers  were  in  atten- 
dance. 

Flags  adorned  the  graves  of  veterans 


Above:  Moderator  Fred  Baker  during  lunch  with 
the  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser  and  others. 

in  the  Powhatan  cemetery  in  honor  of 
Veteran's  Day  on  November  11.  Lapel 
pins  (flags)  were  presented  by  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  to  any  veterans 
present  at  the  morning  worship  service. 
We  appreciate  all  those  who  serve  our 
country  in  the  military. 

The  one  hundred  forty-seventh  Con- 
ference of  the  Cape  Fear  District  met  at 
Covenant  Mission  Church  on  Tuesday, 
November  13,  2001,  with  about  90  in  at- 
tendance. The  Rev.  Jim  Bogie,  Margaret 
Johnson,  and  Rita  Jones  attended  from 
Powhatan.  Some  of  the  highlights:  Mary 
Dudley  announced  that  the  Cape  Fear 
District  will  have  a  Sunday  School  work- 
shop on  January  5,  2002,  at  Johnston 
Union.  The  Rev.  Bryant  Hines  talked 
about  the  "fun-raising"  at  Cragmont  and 
mentioned  a  walk-a-thon  that  will  be 
held  next  April.  The  Rev.  Dennis  Pollock 
brought  the  morning  message  asking, 
"Why  Keep  Preaching?"  He  referred  to 
John  3:14  and  then  discussed  why  Moses 
had  to  lift  the  serpent  staff  to  the  Israel- 
ites. 

Following  lunch  and  more  business, 
adjournment  was  at  3:20  pm  following  a 
laying  on  of  hands  for  Doug  and  Melody 
Seymour  and  prayer  for  their  ministry 
at  Blended  Fellowship. 

Wednesday,  November  14  was  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  pre-Thanksgiving 
program.  The  guest  speaker  was  from 
Winterville  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Rachel  Langley,  a  teacher  at  Smithfield- 
Selma  Senior  High  School  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  missionary  team  to  Mexico  for 
several  years.  She  gave  a  testimony  of 


God's  work  in  her  life  and  a  glimpse 
at  the  summer  short  term  mission 
program. 

On  Sunday,  November  18,  we  cel- 
ebrated our  pastor's  birthday  and 
"Pastor  Appreciation"  with  a  dinner 
following  morning  services.  The  food 
and  fellowship  were  great.  That 
evening,  we  joined  with  some  area 
churches  (Everett  Chapel,  Trinity,  and 
Amelia)  for  our  annual  pre-Thanks- 
giving singing.  Adult  and  youth 
choirs  and  even  some  soloists  per- 
formed. We  thank  Trinity  for  spon- 
soring it  this  year  and  Everett  Chapel  for 
the  use  of  their  buildings. 
A  thanks  to  all  who  came  out  to  help 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary  with  the  deco- 
rating of  the  church  for  Christmas  on 
Friday,  November  23.  Youth  members 
Nicole  Lee,  Nikki  Jones,  and  Roberta 
Widhalm  were  a  big  help  in  climbing 
the  ladders  and  moving  benches. 
President  Sandra  Peedin  thanked  ev- 
eryone who  came  out  for  giving  their 
time  to  get  the  church  ready  for  the 
special  holiday  season.  ❖ 

News  From  Smyrna  Church 


Pictured  above  are  Armatha 
Noles  of  Smyrna  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Benson, 
NC,  with  her  parents  Avery  Lee  and 
Brenda  Noles  and  nephew  Will  Noles  re- 
ceiving the  congregation  following  her 
recent  message  to  the  church  as  a  part  of 
a  recent  Youth  Sunday. 

Armatha's  message  included  a  presen- 
tation of  the  Ten  Commandments  and 
how  each  tied  into  the  recent  crisis  in  our 
country. 

Savak  Allen,  Carla  Allen,  Ashley 
Parker  (holding  certificate)  Cameron 
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Allen  and  Janice  Tart  representing 
Smyrna  Church  (Cape  Fear  Conference) 
are  pictured  right,  at  the  recent  Mount 
Olive  College  annual  dinner  held  at 
Everett's  Chapel  Church  in  Clayton  for 
Johnston-Wake  counties  churches. 

Smyrna  was  recognized  for  the  most 
youth  present  at  the  dinner  in  receiving 
a  $100.00  certificate. 

Baptismal  certificates  were  presented 
following  a  Baptismal  service.  Front  row, 
left  to  right,  Jordan,  Amber,  and  Savak 
Allen  (sisters)  and  Laura  Parker.  Back 
row,  Glenda  Lewis,  Rocky  Lewis,  and 
Jesse  Ray  Aldridge.  Pastor,  the  Rev. 
Ronnie  Hayes  officiated  at  the  service  ❖ 


Fifth  Eastern  Union  Meeting  and  Sunday  School  Convention 

by  Russell  Tyson 


The  Fifth  Eastern  Union  Meeting 
and  Sunday  School  Convention 
met  at  Croatan  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bern,  NC,  on  September  22, 
2001.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Rev.  Gary  Watson,  moderator.  Sixteen 
churches  were  represented  at  the  meet- 
ing, with  34  ministers  and  laymen. 

The  welcome  was  given  by  the  Rev. 
Mike  Ledbetter,  pastor  of  the  host  church. 
The  devotion  was  presented  by  J.  R. 
Clark. 

The  Camp  Vandemere  report  was 
given  by  the  Rev.  Mike  Williams,  camp 
manager.  He  reported  that  the  camp  had 
a  very  good  year.  The  Rev.  Joe  Ratcliff 
gave  the  report  for  the  Youth  for  Christ. 

During  the  business  session,  the  deci- 


sion was  made  to  donate  $100.00  to  the 
victims  of  the  September  11  tragedies. 

Diane  Riley  presented  the  special  mu- 
sic. She  also  gave  an  update  on  Mount 
Olive  College.  The  Rev.  Owen  Arthur,  as- 
sistant moderator,  delivered  the  morning 
message. 

After  the  completion  of  the  service,  the 
meeting  adjourned  to  the  fellowship  hall 
for  lunch  and  time  of  fellowship. 

Please  keep  this  convention  in  your 
prayers  and  help  make  it  what  God  in- 
tends it  to  be. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  January  12, 
2002,  at  Dublin  Grove  Church,  Aurora, 
NC.  The  speaker  will  be  the  Rev.  Joe 
Ratcliff,  pastor  of  Macedonia  Church, 
Vanceborn,  NC.  ❖ 


Youth  Director  Installed 

by  Sheryll  Wood 

On  Sunday,  November  11,  2001, 
Reedy  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Winterville,  NC,  in- 
stalled our  new  youth  director,  Marci 
Rollins.  Marci,  a  senior  religion  major  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  came  to  us  from  her 
home  church,  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Goldsboro.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Nelson  and  Deborah  Rollins  of 
Pikeville. 

Marci  has  served  as  a  junior  counselor 
for  General  Youth  Conference  II  at 
Cragmont  Assembly  since  1997,  minis- 
tered as  a  mime  in  the  creative  ministries 
group  "All  4  Him,"  and  served  as  a  home 
missionary  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  mis- 
sion church  in  Florida. 

At  her  home  church,  she  taught  the  Pri- 
mary Sunday  School  Class,  directed  the 
children's  and  junior  church  programs, 
directed  the  drama  team,  and  worked 
with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  League  pro- 
gram. 

According  to  Reedy  Branch  Pastor,  the 
Rev.  Philip  Wood,  "Marci  has  been  with 
us  for  only  a  short  while,  but  she  is  already 
having  a  huge  impact  on  our  whole 
church  family.  I  believe  she  will  be  a  great 
asset  to  the  cause  of  Christ  at  Reedy 
Branch.  The  children  have  taken  to  her 
well,  and  the  whole  churcn  seems  to  be 
falling  in  love  with  Marci  and  her  total 
commitment  to  our  Lord.  We  thank  God 
for  answering  our  prayers  by  sending  her 
our  way."  ❖ 


The  Free  Will  Baptist,  January  2002—  f  33 


Marsh  Swamp  Honors  Two  Women  With  Life  Membership  Award  News  From  Pleasant  Hill-Pitt 


by  Patsy  Vick 

The       Marsh  Swamp 
Woman's  Auxiliary  pre- 
sented a  Life-Membership 
Award  to  Mildred  Davis  Boswell 
during  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice on  October  14,  2001. 

Sheila  Vick,  Chairman  of  the  Life 
Member  Committee,  representing 
the  auxiliary,  honored  Mrs.  Mildred 
with  special  words  of  appreciation 
for  her  faithfulness  as  a  servant  of 
God.  She  has  always  been  a  de- 
voted and  loving  wife,  mother, 
church  worker,  and  community 
leader. 

She  has  been  a  member  of  the 
auxiliary  for  43  years,  serving  as 
recording  and  corresponding  sec- 
retary for  10  years  and  serving  on 
many  committees  through  the 
years.  For  over  30  years  she  taught 
Sunday  school,  Bible  school,  and 
was  a  community  4-H  Club  leader. 
She  has  given  freely  of  her  time 
teaching  young  children  values  which 
has  enabled  them  to  become  honest, 
hard-working,  productive  citizens  while 
being  committed  Christians. 

Patsy  Vick,  President  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  presented  her  a  Life-Member- 
ship Certificate  and  Life-Membership  Pin 
symbolizing  a  life  lived  to  the  fullest  in 
service  to  God,  family,  church,  and  com- 
munity. 

On  November  11,  2001,  Pearl  Johnson 
Hunt  was  also  awarded  the  Life  Mem- 
bership Award.  Sheila  Vick,  Chairman  of 
the  Life  Membership  Committee,  repre- 
senting the  auxiliary,  honored  Mrs.  Pearl 
with  words  of  recognition  for  the  many 
years  of  faithful  service  to  our  church, 
auxiliary  work,  and  to  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Denomination. 

Mrs.  Pearl  joined  the  Marsh  Swamp 
Auxiliary  in  January  1948  and  was  a  very 
active  member  serving  as  Vice  President 
during  her  first  year  of  membership.  She 
held  many  offices  and  served  on  many 
committees  in  our  auxiliary,  and  in  1956 
she  was  elected  President  of  the  Western 
District  Auxiliary. 

In  1957,  she  and  her  husband,  the  Rev. 
M.  L.  Johnson  left  Marsh  Swamp  for  de- 


County 


Above  top:  L  to  R,  Sheila  Vick,  Mrs.  Pearl 
Johnson  Hunt,  and  Patsy  Vick.  Bottom:  L  to  R, 
Patsy  Vick,  Mildred  Davis  Boswell,  and  Sheila 
Vick. 

nominational  service.  During  the  years 
she  was  a  part  from  our  church  she  was 
continuously  active  in  auxiliary  work. 
Churches  and  conferences  she  served 
through  the  years  include  Little  Rock, 
Western  Conference;  Holly  Springs,  East- 
ern Conference;  and  Mount  Olive  and 
Palmer  Memorial,  Cape  Fear  Conference. 

In  1990,  we  were  honored  with  her  re- 
turn to  our  church  and  auxiliary  after  she 
married  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.  Mrs.  Pearl  has 
always  been  devoted  to  her  family  and 
served  God  faithfully  to  each  mission  to 
which  she  served  including  many  years 
at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home. 

Patsy  Vick,  President  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  presented  her  a  Life  Member- 
ship Certificate  and  Life  Membership  Pin 
in  appreciation  for  the  many  years  of 
faithful  service  to  the  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination,  and 
to  her  fellowman.  ❖ 


by  Dixie  McLawhorn 

The  year  2001  ended  in  a  flurry 
of  activity.  Our  annual  Fall  Ba- 
zaar/Dinner/Auction in  mid- 
November  proved  to  be  a  huge  success! 
Thanks  to  all  who  participated. 

The  Ladies'  Auxiliary  invited  the 
Men's  Fellowship  to  attend  its  Novem- 
ber meeting.  We  started  the  evening  out 
with  a  delicious  turkey  dinner  and  then 
everyone  enjoyed  a  special  Thanksgiv- 
ing presentation  given  by  the  children. 
There  were  puppets  and  recitations,  and 
everyone  enjoyed  singing  Count  Your 
Blessings.  The  children  did  a  wonderful 
job  in  their  presentation.  We  enjoyed  so 
much  seeing  our  children  having  a  good 
time  serving  the  Lord! 

The  youth  groups  (G.R.A.C.E.  and 
Heaven's  Helpers),  Ladies'  Auxiliary, 
and  Men's  Fellowship  got  together  on 
Saturday,  November  17  in  our  fellow- 
ship hall  to  put  together  shoeboxes  for 
Operation  Christmas  Child,  an  outreach 
ministry  of  Samaritan's  Purse  in  Boone, 
NC.  A  total  of  48  boxes  were  made  for 
the  hurting  children  in  foreign  nations. 
The  love  of  God  was  evident  in  the  faces 
of  our  members  as  they  ventured  to 
show  His  love  to  these  children  and  the 
adults  in  their  lives.  Everyone  enjoyed 
bowls  of  hot,  homemade  chili  and 
grilled  cheese  sandwiches  after  complet- 
ing our  "boxes  of  love."  The  youth 
groups  took  the  boxes  to  the  drop  off 
point  on  Sunday  night,  November  18. 

Lots  of  singing  filled  the  nights  of  De- 
cember with  songs  of  Christmas.  The 
children  traveled  to  Britthaven  of  Wash- 
ington, NC  and  Greenfield  Place  in 
Greenville,  NC  on  Sunday,  December  2, 
to  sing  to  the  residents,  some  of  which 
were  members  of  our  church.  On  Tues- 
day, December  11,  and  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 18,  the  members  of  Highway  to 
Heaven,  an  outreach  ministry  of  our 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  along  with  others 
who  wished,  traveled  around  the  neigh- 
borhood singing  Christmas  carols.  How 
blessed  we  all  were  to  have  spread  so 
much  joy  during  that  special  time  of  the 
year.  ❖ 
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On  December  16,  the  adult  choir  gave 
a  performance  of  What  Child  Is  This?,  a 
mini-musical  and  the  children  presented 
Candles  of  Christmas,  a  presentation  of 
the  Advent  Season,  on  Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 23.  A  time  of  fellowship  and  gift  giv- 
ing followed  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  wish  everyone  a  wonderful  New  Year, 
filled  with  many  opportunities  to  serve 
our  Lord.  May  we  all  reach  out  to  those 
in  this  world  who  are  weary,  needing 
answers  to  the  problems  in  their  lives, 
by  giving  them  the  Good  News  of  God's 
love  for  them  and  the  only  real  answer 
to  all  problems — Jesus  Christ  and  His 
redeeming  blood. 

May  the  peace  of  God  and  the  message 
of  Christmas  go  with  you  throughout 
the  new  year.  ❖ 


Mt.  Zion  Ordains  Deacon 

Mt.Zion 
Origi- 
n  a  1 
Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church, 
Vandemere, 
NC,  was  pleas- 
ed to  ordain 
Brother  Jeff 
Styron  as  the 
newest  mem- 
ber of  its  Dea- 
con Board,  af- 
ter seeking  God's  guidance  in  the  selec- 
tion. 

After  being  approached  by  the  Dea- 
con Board  about  becoming  a  deacon,  Mr. 
Styron  took  a  month  to  pray  and  seek 
God's  will,  knowing  the  great 
responsibilty  of  becoming  a  deacon. 
This  reality  came  to  pass  on  November 
11.  Jeff  was  blessed  to  have  his  wife,  Tina 
Styron,  daughters  Morgan  and  Brooke, 
along  with  his  father,  Sherill,  his  mother, 
Phyllis,  his  brother,  Mike  and  his  wife 
Chenoah  and  their  family  present  for  the 
service. 

During  the  service,  Pastor  Mike  Will- 
iams discussed  the  responsibility  and 
qualifications  of  a  deacon  as  given  in  the 
Scriptures.  He  asked  Brother  Jeff  to  an- 


Special  Recognition  on  Woman's  Day 

by  Ruth  Taylor 


September  16,  2001,  was  a  very 
special  day  at  Selma  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Selma, 
NC.  Woman's  Auxiliary  President, 
Nancy  Foster,  declared  it  "Woman's 
Day"  and  a  Day  of  Recognition  for  a  "Life 
Award"  member,  Ruth  Narron. 

Auxiliary  member  and  a  former  Presi- 
dent of  the  Auxiliary,  Kathleen  Hinnant, 
made  the  presentation  to  Ms.  Narron 
stating:  "It  is  my  pleasure  on  behalf  of 
the  Auxiliary  to  honor  one  of  our  faith- 
ful members.  Ruth,  you  have  been  a 
faithful  member  since  1972.  You  came 
to  us  from  the  Belleview  Presbyterian 
Church  where  you  had  also  been  a  dedi- 
cated member.  Since  coming  to  us,  your 
life  has  exemplified  what  the  three-fold 
purpose  of  what  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 


swer  several  questions  concerning  up- 
holding the  integrity  of  the  Church,  the 
Deacon  Board,  and  the  Articles  of  Faith. 

After  answering  yes  to  these  ques- 
tions, the  Board  of  Deacons,  consisting 
of  Chairman  Tracy  Caroon,  co-chairman 
Vince  Sevenski,  H.  L.  Rowe,  Russ 
Hudson,  Keith  Cowell,  and  Jasper 
Voli'va,  gathered  around  Brother  Jeff  and 
his  wife  for  the  laying  on  of  the  hands. 

After  prayer,  and  the  presentation  of 
a  copy  of  the  Articles  of  Faith,  a  copy  of 
the  Duties  of  Deacons,  a  Certificate  of 
Ordination  was  presented. 

Mt.  Zion  feels  that  it  is  blessed  to  have 
one  of  God's  chosen  men  to  serve  His 
church  as  Deacon.  ❖ 


stands  for — Dedication,  Service,  and 
Missions.  You  have  used  these  purposes 
in  your  service  to  this  church  through  the 
Sunday  school,  Bible  school,  youth  choir, 
chancel  choir,  Bible  study  and  visiting  the 
sick  and  shut-ins. 

"You  have  given  of  your  time,  talent, 
and  love  as  President  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary.  We  thank  you  and  honor  you 
with  the  presentation  of  this  Life  Award 
sponsored  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  State 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention." 

Special  music  was  presented  by  Dr. 
Henry  Goodman  and  Anna  Grubbs.  Dr. 
Goodman  teaches  violin  lessons  to  all 
ages.  He  also  conducts  the  Bowties — a 
group  of  strings  students  from  ages  5-16 
and  plays  with  the  Mount  Olive  Com- 
munity Ensemble. 

Anna  Grubbs,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Frank  and  Karen  Grubbs,  is  a  student  of 
Dr.  Goodman. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  special  day  was 
Dr.  Barbara  Kornegay,  Dr.  Kornegay 
teaches  sociology  and  adult  life  planning 
courses  and  has  co-authored  and  pub- 
lished articles  about  adult  education,  eth- 
ics, and  biotechnology. 

Others  participating  in  the  morning 
service  for  Woman's  Day  were:  Virginia 
Creech,  Chairman  of  the  Deacon  Board 
She  welcomed  the  group  and  announced 
upcoming  events.  Anna  Grubbs  acted  as 
acolyte  and  lighted  the  alter  candles  for 
the  service.  The  invocational  prayer  was 
given  by  Barbara  Baker.  Amy  Brannan 
delivered  the  children's  sermon.  Needs 
of  the  people  and  the  morning  prayer 
was  offered  by  Ruby  Taylor.  Ushers  for 
the  service  were  Susan  Crawford  and 
Doris  Martin. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  had  it's  begin- 
ning in  the  early  1900s  in  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist communities  in  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina and  other  sections  of  the  nation. 
Small  bands  of  women  called  themselves 
The  Ladies'  Aid  Societies.  From  these 
humble  beginnings  has  developed  a 
great  organization  within  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Churches. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  Watchword  is 
"I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ."  It's 
purpose  is  "Working  Together  In  Chris- 
tian Service."  ❖ 


The  Free  Will  Baptist,  January  2002— V  35 


Homecoming  At  Free  Union — A  Day  Of  Remembrance 


by  Pepper  Worthington 


Homecoming  at  Free  Union  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Sea  Level, 
NC,  on  November  11, 2001,  was 
a  day  of  remembrance,  a  day  of  fellow- 
ship, and  a  day  of  gift-giving.  Recogniz- 
ing the  importance  of  remembering  be- 
came a  hallmark  of  the  Veteran's  Day 
week-end,  for  all  present  felt  the  cost  for 
freedom  paid  by  the  veterans  of  our  past 
and  present,  the  shock  of  death  for  the 
civilians  caught  in  the  World  Trade  Cen- 
ter and  in  the  Pentagon,  the  sadness  of 
loss  for  family  members  with  dead 
loved  ones  both  from  the  tragedy  of  Sep- 
tember 11,  2001,  and  from  the  knock  of 
death  for  a  local  family  member's  loved 
one. 

Celebration  of  life  often  comes  on  the 
heels  of  death. 

Special  music  flooded  the  sanctuary 
as  well  as  poetry.  The  original  Chinese 
poem  on  the  scroll  presented  to  C.H. 
Overman  for  his  office  at  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  translates 
as  follows: 

Time  Is  Fleeting 

Important  is  it  to  study  hard 
to  work  hard 
to  find  in  youth  the  beauty  of  moments 
for  time  is  fleeting 
time  flies  by 
and  soon 
leaves  will  be  falling 
in  autumn 
and  the  fall  of  your  life 
will  approach 
time  is  as  precious  as  gold 
inch  by  inch 
turns  time 
so  time  must  be 
turned  inch  by  inch 
into  gold. 

Message  of  Remembrance 

Remembrance  of  50  years  of  ministry, 
of  the  importance  of  the  years  of  early 
Christian  faith,  of  memories  of  the  past, 
of  troubling  times  of  crisis,  and  of  the 
blessings  rooted  in  our  existence  became 
the  message  of  the  guest  speaker,  C.H. 
Overman. 

"It  doesn't  seem  possible  I  have  been 


in  the  ministry  for  almost  50  years,"  be- 
gan Overman.  "I  was  ordained  in  the 
Western  Conference  by  Union  Grove 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Today,  we  re- 
member to  thank  God  for  our  blessings 
and  for  a  President  who  stands  and 
speaks  of  his  faith  and  concern  for 
people.  During  our  nation's  crisis  we 
should  remember  God  is  with  us  today 
just  as  He  was  with  the  people  of  the 
Old  Testament  and  New  Testament.  To- 
day the  presence  of  God  is  real;  God's 
blessings  abound,"  he  stressed. 

"There  are  Christian  people  every- 
where in  malls,  in  schools,"  he  contin- 
ued. "In  spite  of  all  the  tragedies  of  the 
past  and  those  yet  to  come,  God  is  mov- 
ing in  the  lives  of  people." 

Remembrance  of  Sunday  School 
Training 

Remembrance  of  the  importance  of 
our  early  years  of  Christian  faith  was  an 
important  beginning  in  Overman's  em- 
phasis. He  recalled  his  training  in  Sun- 


day school  when  he  became  interested 
in  the  early  books  of  the  Bible  and  when 
he  learned  to  experience  the  presence  of 
God  in  his  life. 

"How  thankful  I  am  with  what  my 
Sunday  school  meant  to  me,"  he  noted. 
"Young  people  today  need  to  look  to 
God  to  serve.  When  I  think  back  to  my 
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Opposite  page  top:  Michael  Warning  pins  a 
flower  on  Almeta  Taylor  to  honor  her  onher  birth- 
day. Left:  C.  H.  Overman  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  Homecoming  Day  at  Free  Union.  Right: 
Debbie  sings  during  the  Homecoming  service. 


church,  to  my  childhood  denomination, 
to  my  teachers,  I  remember  how  God  led 
me  into  the  ministry.  Suddenly  I  found 
myself  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  I 
heard  sirens  blowing  in  the  middle  of 
the  night.  Homecoming  is  a  special  time 
to  remember  the  days  of  old,"  he  said. 

Remembrance  of  the  Past 

Other  memories  of  the  past  flowed 
through  the  message.  Overman  remem- 
bered many  revivals  held  in  the  past, 
special  singings  of  children  when  they 
were  divided  into  two  car  groups,  Ford 
and  Chevrolet,  and  faith-linked  dreams 
of  building  new  sanctuaries  where 
buildings  began  with  small  CD  amounts 
and  grew  to  pay  for  the  sanctuary.  He 


remembered  the  slogans  of  the  past  such 
as  the  call— JUST  DO  IT.  He  remembered 
troubling  times  of  the  past  and  insisted, 
"We  need  to  remember  times  God  led 
us  through  trials.  We  need  to  remember 
God's  presence  in  this  crisis.  We  may 
find  ourselves  complaining,  never  be- 
ing satisfied,  but  we  must  remember 
how  God  has  blessed  us  and  how  God 
sees  us  through  our  trials." 

Remembrance  of  God 
With  Our  Nation 

Remembrance  of  God's  presence  with 
us  as  a  nation  is  important.  "God  has 
been  good  to  us  as  a  nation,  as  individu- 
als, and  as  a  denomination.  Remember 
God's  people  are  in  our  nation,  in  our 
malls,  in  our  workforce,"  he  said. 

In  a  burst  of  energy,  Overman 
stressed,  "Remember  the  moment  in  this 
nation  as  a  child  when  you  were  saved. 
Place  that  place  of  your  salvation  and 


Opposite  page  left:  Michael 
Warning  presents  a  scroll  to  C.  H. 
Overman  for  his  office  at  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 
Ruth  and  Grady  Taylor  enjoy  the 
fellowship  meal  at  Homecoming. 
Left:  Michael  Warning  leads  the 
church  with  his  guitar  in  singing  a 
hymn.  People  from  Carteret  County 
came  to  Free  Union's  Homecoming. 
Opposite  page  bottom:  Brittany 
plays  special  music  on  the  keyboard. 


remember  it,  cherish  it.  The  moment  of 
your  salvation  is  the  moment  you  really 
began  to  live  in  this  nation.  At  that  mo- 
ment things  were  made  right  with  God, 
guilt  and  shame  rolled  from  our  shoul- 
ders. Always  remember  the  day  of  your 
salvation,"  he  stressed. 

Remembrance  of  God's  Purpose 

In  reading  Romans  8:28,  Overman  re- 
minded all  to  remember  that  God  has  a 
purpose  for  all  things.  "God  has  a  pur- 
pose for  this  service  today.  God  has  a 
purpose  for  each  heartache.  We  are  not 
here  just  by  chance.  God  has  a  purpose 
for  your  life.  God  is  everywhere.  Re- 
member the  days  of  old.  That's  what  the 
Homecoming  Day  does.  We  have  not 
always  done  what  should  have  been 
done.  We  tried  to  please  the  Lord,  but 
we  must  be  led  back  into  a  deeper  rela- 
tionship to  our  Lord,"  he  concluded.  ♦> 
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Information  Concerning  Articles  for  Publication 


The  editorial  staff  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  is  always  ready  to  help  you  get 
your  news  items  and  articles  published.  Following  are  some  suggestions  for 
making  the  process  easier. 

1.  Type  all  copy,  (please,  no  handwritten).  Use  8  1  /2  x  11  inch  paper. 

2.  Keep  a  copy  of  material  (include  your  phone  number  so  the  staff  may  call 
if  there  are  questions  about  your  copy). 

3.  Indicate  the  title  of  the  article  approximately  two  inches  from  the  top  of  the 
page.  Leave  an  inch  and  a  half  at  the  top  of  each  succeeding  page,  and  for 
the  convenience  of  editing,  please  number  succeeding  pages.  Type  on  only 
one  side  of  the  paper.  Please  do  not  type  in  all  caps. 

4.  Leave  a  margin  of  at  least  one  inch  on  both  sides  of  the  paper. 

5.  Write  no  more  than  one  article  to  a  page. 

6.  Clip  pages  together,  using  a  paper  clip.  Do  not  staple  pages. 

7.  Read,  reread,  and  correct  your  own  copy. 

8.  Observe  and  practice  the  proper  rules  of  grammar  and  punctuation. 

9.  Prepare  your  articles  and  report  as  far  in  advance  as  possible.  Articles  for 
publication  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  editor  by  the  fifth  of  the  month 
proceeding  the  date  of  publication.  (Example:  Items  for  the  February  issue 
must  be  in  by  the  fifth  of  January,  etc.) 

10.  Photos  will  not  be  returned  unless  requested  and  only  when  returned  post- 
age is  provided.  Do  not  use  tape  on  the  photos  or  write  directly  on  the  back 
of  the  pictures. 

11 .  Feature  articles  should  be  limited  to  no  more  than  six  double-spaced,  typed 
pages. 

12.  Registration  forms  will  be  printed  in  no  more  than  two  issues,  and  only 
one  unless  requested  to  do  so. 

13.  Full-page  announcements  will  be  printed  in  only  two  issues.  If  more  than 
two  printings  are  necessary,  it  will  be  reduced  to  one  or  two  columns. 

14.  Please  do  not  send  camera-ready  articles.  It  is  better  if  we  set  material  in 
our  own  style,  etc. 

15.  Please  remember  that  the  editor  makes  the  final  decision  as  to  whether  an 
article  should  be  published  or  not.  Articles  and  items  that  are  not  dated, 
may  be  printed  in  a  later  issue. 

16.  Send  articles  to:  The  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  PO  Box  159,  Ay  den, 
NC  28513-0159. 

17.  If  you  would  like  to  E-mail  your  copy  to  us,  please  contact  C.  H.  Overman, 
Editor,  at  ch@fwbpress.com. 

We  express  our  appreciation  to  the  churches  and  individuals  who  provide  us 
with  the  news  items  and  articles  for  publication.  You  are  helping  us  to  record  a 
history  of  our  denomination.  Please  keep  up  the  good  work.  We  will  do  our  part 
to  serve  you  through  the  pages  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 


8.1 
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Christian 
Art  Review 

by  Rev.  Michael  Warning 


Source:  The  Healing  of  the  Paralytic.  Un- 
known Netherland  Artist.  Chester  Dale 
Collection,  National  Gallery  of  Art. 
Washington,  DC.  Wood  panel  42.5 
inches  by  29  7/8  inches.  From  Richard 
Muhlberger,  The  Bible  in  Art:  The  New 
Testament.  New  York:  Portland  House, 
p.  68. 


n  Mark  2:1- 
12  we  read 
the  account  of  the 
healing  of  the  para- 


lytic (man  sick  of  palsy).  We  also  might 
ask  ourselves  what  would  it  have  been 
like  to  have  Jesus  visit  our  home  during 
the  time  of  His  ministry.  For  some  it 
might  seem  a  great  blessing.  For  others 
not  in  faith  it  might  seem  a  disruption 
of  the  household.  This  single  painting 
shows  us  a  sequence  of  three  events:  the 
preaching,  the  healing,  and  the  return 
home  of  the  paralyzed  man. 

Artistic  Style 

The  pattern  of  showing  three  events 
in  a  single  painting  is  one  of  the  charac- 
teristic artistic  devices  used  by  the  six- 
teenth-century Dutch  painters  of  Bibli- 
cal art.  The  emphasis  in  this  Christian 
art  is  upon  the  final  event  of  this  account 
for  the  third  event  is  the  most  dramatic 
because  a  man  comes  paralyzed  to  Jesus, 
is  healed,  and,  as  emphasized  in  the 
painting,  carries  his  bed  home  with  him. 
This  is  the  central  overpowering  mes- 
sage in  the  painting. 

One  way  of  emphasizing  the  paralytic 
is  the  use  of  the  red  cloak.  Red  was  a 
precious  color,  expensive,  and  here  it  is 
used  in  a  great  portion  of  the  canvas  to 
give  emphasis  to  the  walking  of  the  once 
paralyzed  man.  The  red  cloak  shows 
him  also  in  the  early  stages  within  the 
household  receiving  the  blessing  of 


Jesus  as  well  the  implication  of  his  be- 
ing lowered  down  from  the  roof. 

The  landscape  in  the  background  is 
stylized  in  easy  Renaissance  fashion. 
However,  the  human  figure  is  given  cen- 
tral emphasis. 

Symbolism 

The  healing  of  the  paralytic  from  the 
Gospel  of  Mark  is  a  miracle  performed 
by  Jesus.  This  healing  typifies  the  effect 
that  Jesus  is  given  to  have  upon  those 
who  requested  his  help  in  healing.  This 
healing  is  dramatic.  This  healing  is  a 
story  of  the  triumph  of  loving  friends. 
This  healing  is  a  story  of  the  wholeness 
that  the  love  of  Jesus  can  make  in  the 
life  of  the  believer. 

The  weight  of  the  bed  symbolizes  the 
earlier  weight  of  his  paralysis,  a  weight 


he  now  carries  away  with  a  certain 
strength  and  dignity,  for  healing  brings 
such  strength  and  dignity. 

We  are  aware  of  how  much  weight  his 
friends  carried,  so  that  the  healing  re- 
flects the  power  of  both  the  love  of  the 
man's  friends  as  well  as  the  love  of  Jesus. 

Conclusion 

What  can  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
learn  from  this  painting?  We  can  learn 
the  desire  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  to 
care  for  one  another.  We  can  learn  the 
willingness  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  to 
carry  the  burdens  of  others.  We  can  learn 
the  power  of  faith  which  impels  the  be- 
liever to  bring  heavy  burdens  to  friends 
and  to  Jesus.  ❖ 
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Nothing  New 


Call  it  a  trend,  or  something  else,  but  more  and 
more  we  hear  of  churches  having  what  is  called 

  "praise  and  worship  services,"  in  which  a  part 

of  the  service  is  devoted  to  the  singing  of  praise  songs  or 
choruses  and  other  expressions  of  worship.  The  words 
of  the  songs  may  be  projected  (a  byproduct  of  the  tech- 
nological age)  on  a  screen  without  the  use  of  hymnals. 

It  seems  to  me  there's  nothing  new  about  worship  and 
praise.  Have  we  not  always  expressed  ourselves  in  praise 
to  God  in  our  singing  and  worship?  Refrains  from  the 
hymns  of  the  Church  have  echoed  and  resounded 
throughout  the  sanctuaries  of  myriad  churches  down 
through  the  ages,  and  we  sing  some  of  them  over  and 
over,  just  as  all  generations  have  done.  Heartily  we  sing, 
"We  praise  Thee,  O  God..."  and  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy"  and 
"Come  Thou,  Almighty  King,"  and  hundreds  of  others 
whose  words  inspire  us  in  worship  and  praise,  as  we  ex- 
press our  thanksgiving  and  adoration  to  Him.  Simple 
choruses  of  the  past  and  present  do  the  same.  The  con- 
temporary Christian  singers  and  songs  have  also  found 
their  niche  in  our  worship  and  in  our  hearts. 

More  and  more  worshippers  nowadays  are  express- 
ing themselves  in  worship  and  praise  in  outward  expres- 
sions, which  years  ago  was  perhaps  more  commonplace. 
Still  others  prefer  the  quietness  and  calmness  of  conser- 
vative worship  in  which  the  worshipper  in  his  or  her  own 
way  praises  God  in  the  quietness  and  stillness  of  heart 
and  emotions  as  admonished  in  Psalm  46:10:  "Be  still, 
and  know  that  I  am  God:..."  David  knew  something  about 
such  worship  as  he  wrote  in  Psalm  23:  "...he  leadeth  me 
beside  the  still  waters"  (v.  2). 

A  good  Bible  concordance  lists  hundreds  of  verses  in 
which  the  word  "praise"  is  found.  Previous  to  the  listing 
of  the  verses,  Crudens  Complete  Concordance  explains  the 
usage  of  the  word,  both  as  a  noun  and  as  a  verb:  "Most 
frequently  used  with  regard  to  praise  rendered  to  God. 
The  verb  is  frequently  changed  in  the  Revisions  to  bless, 
or  give  thanks."  Other  synonyms  for  praise  include  ac- 
claim, commend,  extol,  and  laud.  Whatever  the  term  we 
use,  rendering  praise  to  God  is  our  desire  and  goal.  We 
often  hear  the  expression,  "praise  God,"  when  certain 
events  take  place,  especially  those  times  when  something 
good  and  wonderful  has  taken  place,  and  sometimes  from 
the  lips  of  those  who  do  not  really  know  Him  as  the  Lord 
of  their  lives. 

There  are  many  ways  and  methods  of  praising  God 


today,  as  there  has  always  been.  These  ways  are  mentioned 
throughout  the  Bible: 

"Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth:  make 
a  loud  noise,  and  rejoice,  and  sing  praise"  (Psalm  98:4). 
"Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and  into  his  courts 
with  praise:  be  thankful  unto  him,  and  bless  his  name" 
(Psalm  100:4).  "My  lips  shall  utter  praise,  when  thou  hast 
taught  me  thy  statutes"  (Psalm  119:171).  "All  thy  works 
shall  praise  thee,  O  Lord;  and  thy  saints  shall  bless  thee" 
(Psalm  145:10).  "Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving; 
sing  praise  upon  the  harp  unto  our  God"  (Psalm  147:7). 
"Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song,  and 
his  praise  in  the  congregation  of  saints"  (Psalm  149:1).  "By 
him  therefore  let  us  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise  to  God  con- 
tinually, that  is,  the  fruit  of  our  lips  giving  thanks  to  his 
name"  (Hebrews  13:15).  "...and  four  thousand  praised  the 
Lord  with  the  instruments  which  I  made,  said  David,  to 
praise  therewith"  (1  Chronicles  23:5). 

The  last  five  Psalms  begin  with  the  words,  "Praise  ye 
the  Lord."  It  is  Psalm  150,  however,  that  truly  sums  it  up: 

"Praise  ye  the  Lord,  Praise  God  in  his  sanctuary:  praise 
him  in  the  firmament  of  his  power. 

"Praise  him  for  his  mighty  acts:  praise  him  according  to 
his  excellent  greatness. 

"Praise  him  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet:  praise  him 
with  the  psaltery  and  harp. 

"Praise  him  with  the  timbrel  and  dance:  praise  him  with 
stringed  instruments  and  organs. 

"Praise  him  upon  the  loud  cymbals:  praise  him  upon 
the  high  sounding  cymbals. 

"Let  every  thing  that  hath  breath  praise  the  Lord.  Praise 
ye  the  Lord." 

Whether  through  testimony,  singing,  praying,  preach- 
ing, listening  to  preaching  and  teaching,  playing  an  in- 
strument, giving  a  hearty  "amen,"  lifting  holy  hands  to- 
ward Heaven,  uttering  the  words  "praise  the  Lord,"  the 
giving  of  thanks,  or  simply  serving  Him  faithfully  every 
day,  let  us  remember  that  He  desires  our  praise,  and  we 
will  in  turn  be  blessed  by  Him. 

In  praising  Him,  let  us  keep  the  following  Scriptural 
admonition  in  mind:  "Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and 
in  order"  (1  Corinthians  14:40).  ❖ 
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by  the  Rev.  Mark  Hogan 


A  VW  From  Th<z  ft  not 
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n  the  morning  of 
September  11,  I  was 
thinking  of  books,  not 
bombs.  1  was  busily  shelving 
stock  at  the  bookstore  where  1 
work.  The  store  is  located  in 
an  old  converted  dry  goods 
store  in  the  Chelsea  area  on  the 
West  side  of  Manhattan,  about 
two  miles  from  the  World 
Trade  Center. 

I  have  been  work- 
ing at  the  store  for  al- 
most two  years.  Many 
times  upon  leaving  the 
store,  I  would  look 
South  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  massive 
towers  of  the  World 
Trade  Center.  After 
sundown,  the  towers 
were  especially  glori- 
ous, resembling  two 
cylindrical  Christmas 
trees  towering  above 
the  sleeping  city. 

On  the  morning  of 
September  11,  a  few 
minutes  before  the 
store  opened,  a  co- 
worker exclaimed,  "A 
plane  hit  the  World  Trade 
Center."  At  that  moment 
we  all  sprinted  outside  to 
see  for  ourselves.  Time 
seemed  to  freeze.  We 
looked  in  disbelief  at  the 
gaping  hole  in  the  side  of 
the  North  tower.  Flames 
rose  and  smoke  poured  from  the  frac- 
tured face  of  the  tower.  "How  could  this 
happen,"  I  asked ,  "on  such  a  clear  day?" 
It  was  arguably  the  most  beautiful  day 
of  the  year.  Not  a  cloud  in  the  sky.  No 
one  had  an  answer.  We  went  back  in- 
side the  store  to  get  ready  to  open.  In  a 
few  minutes  someone  else  shouted,  "  A 
plane  just  hit  the  other  tower."  "This 
was  no  accident,"  was  almost  a  unified 
chorus.  Again  we  all  rushed  out  into  the 


street.  This  time  the  mood  was  differ- 
ent. This  time  we  were  not  perplexed 
or  puzzled,  we  were  petrified.  People 
gathered  in  the  streets  looking  on  in 
shocked  amazement.  Sirens  echoed 
through  the  canyons  of  Manhattan  from 
every  direction.  Traffic  stopped  as  emer- 
gency vehicles  weaved  through  the  con- 
gested streets.  People  wept. 

Someone  had  to  mind  the  store,  so 
we  marched  back  inside  and  tried  to 


conduct  business.  One 
middle-aged    lady  said, 
"Sounds  like  bin  Laden."  An- 
other customer  simply  re- 
marked, "Doomsday."  Soon 
we  started  to  get  reports  that 
the  Pentagon  had  also  been 
hit.  The  situation  was  taking 
on  surreal  proportions. 
One  British  customer 
said,  "Well  it  looks  like 
a  bad  day  for  you 
chaps."     I  thought, 
"What  planet  are  you 
living  on,  this  is  a  bad 
day    for  everyone." 
Other  reports  started  to 
filter  into  the  store.  The 
Sears  tower  had  been 
hit—the  capitol  had  been 
a  target — another  plane 
was  headed  for  Philadel- 
phia. I  didn't  know  what  to  believe. 
My  head  began  to  hurt. 

The  unthinkable,  the  impossible 
was  about  to  happen.  The  first  tower 
attacked  was  collapsing.  Layer  after 
layer  of  the  skyscraper  was  folding 
upon  itself  like  an  accordion.  Dust  and 
debris  mushroomed  into  the  sky. 
"Thousands  just  died,"  I  said  to  no 
one,  and  everyone.  I  was  reminded  of 
Obi-Wan  Kenobi  of  the  Star  Wars  tril- 
ogy. In  the  first  episode  of  the  trilogy 
a  planet  was  destroyed  by  the  evil  em- 
peror. Miles  away  Obi-Wan  was  lec- 
turing young  sky  walker  when  he  was 
visibly  shaken.  He  sat  down,  clutched 
his  chest  and  said,  "there  was  a  great  dis- 
turbance in  the  force."  While  I  don't 
subscribe  to  the  theology  contained  in 
the  statement,  I  can  identify  with  the 
sentiment.  On  September  11,  there  was 
a  great  disturbance  in  the  collective  soul 
of  our  country. 

While  we  tried  to  take  in  what  we  had 
just  witnessed,  the  second  tower  col- 
lapsed. By  this  time  my  wife  had  arrived 
at  the  store  and  actually  watched  the 
second  tower  give  way.  Strangers  were 
hugging  strangers  in  the  street,  not  a 
typical  occurrence  in  New  York  City. 
Nothing  was  typical  about  this  day. 
I  told  the  management  that  I  would 
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be  leaving  for  the  day,  because  my  wife 
is  a  nurse  and  would  be  on  call  in  light 
of  the  events.  By  the  time  I  gathered 
my  things  to  leave,  the  decision  was 
made  to  close  the  store.  At  about  11:00 
am  my  wife  and  I  headed  for  our  apart- 
ment. As  we  walked  from  West  to  East 
across  the  island  toward  our  apartment 
the  scene  was  bizarre.  Fifth  Avenue, 
which  has  been  called  the  spine  of  Man- 
hattan, looked  more  like  a  pedestrian 
mall  than  a  busy  traffic  artery.  People 
were  walking,  almost  strolling  in  a 
trance-like  state.  With  no  public  trans- 
portation operating,  people  started  walk- 


People  were  walking, 

almost  strolling 
in  a  trance-like  state. 


ing  toward  their  homes  or  just  away  from 
the  World  Trade  Center.  Gone  were  the 
sounds  of  horns  honking,  busses  hissing 
and  taxis  whizzing  along  jockeying  for 
position.  There  was  only  the  sound  of  si- 
rens wailing  in  the  distance. 

We  arrived  at  our  apartment  and  glued 
ourselves  to  the  television  set  to  try  and 
find  out  what  was  happening  to  our  city, 
our  country,  our  lives.  The  phone  lines 
were  either  disabled  or  jammed.  I 
couldn't  get  word  to  my  parents  that  we 
were  all  right.  In  midafternoon  I  decided 
to  look  for  a  pay  phone.  I  walked  twelve 
blocks  and  checked  a  dozen  phones  be- 
fore I  found  one  that  worked.  I  managed 
to  get  through  to  my  sister  in  California. 
She  would  take  care  of  passing  word  to 
the  family  that  we  were  OK. 

My  wife,  Kelly,  was  scheduled  to  work 
that  evening.  I  escorted  her  to  Beth  Is- 
rael Medical  Center,  where  she  has 
worked  since  we  moved  to  Manhattan. 
It  is  located  on  First  Avenue,  otherwise 
known  as  bedpan  alley,  due  to  the  num- 
ber of  large  hospitals  situated  on  this  east 
side  avenue.  Upon  returning  to  the 
apartment,  I  met  a  doctor  in  the  eleva- 
tor. I  asked  if  he  had  just  left  the  hospi- 
tal. He  said  he  had  been  there  all  day.  I 
asked,  "Did  you  see  many  patients," 
"Nope,"  he  sighed,  "I  just  don't  think 
there  are  many  survivors."  As  we  now 
know  this  was  the  sad  refrain  of  many 
emergency  workers.  We're  now  told  that 


many  pints  of  blood  will  have  to  be  dis- 
carded; they  were  collected  for  patients 
that  never  showed  up. 

The  next  day  the  Mayor  asked  all  resi- 
dents to  stay  home  if  at  all  possible.  Our 
bookstore  closed  in  keeping  with  the  re- 
quest. People  seemed  to  want,  and  need, 
to  be  with  people.  Public  spaces  were 
crowded  with  strangers  chatting  about 
the  meaning  of  the  attacks.  A  makeshift 
memorial  was  growing  in  Union  Square. 
Acrid,  sometimes  suffocating,  smoke 
hung  in  the  air.  Posters,  pictures,  pleas 
for  help  were  cropping  up  everywhere. 
New  York,  not  known  for  outward  signs 
of  patriotism,  was  awash  in  red,  white, 
and  blue.  American  flags  were  being 
wrapped,  worn,  and  waved  all  around. 

A  temporary  family  crisis  center  was 
set  up  at  an  armory  around  the  corner 
from  our  apartment.  I  decided  to  volun- 
teer. Lines  stretched  a  block  long  on  ei- 
ther side  of  the  armory.  On  one  side 
people  would  register  a  missing  person, 
on  the  other  side  they  would  look  at  lists 
of  people  who  had  been  identified.  I  ap- 
proached a  busy  woman  obviously  in 
charge  of  the  volunteers.  "I'm  an  or- 
dained minister,"  I  told  her.  She  quickly 
taped  a  piece  of  paper  with  the  word, 
'clergy'  on  it  to  my  shirt  while  saying, 
"Good,  then  you'll  know  what  to  do,  go 
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make  yourself  useful."  Although  I  really 
didn't  feel  like  I  knew  what  to  do,  I 
worked  the  line  for  the  rest  of  the  morn- 
ing. I  held  hands,  prayed,  gave  directions 
to,  and  smiled  at  those  in  line.  As  more 
clergy  showed  up  in  the  afternoon,  I 
passed  my  post  on  to  another.  The  next 
day  we  tried  to  resume  a  normal  sched- 
ule. Normal?  We  are  still  trying  to  deter- 
mine what  that  means. 

The  days  and  weeks  following  Septem- 
ber 11  have  been  both  distressing  and 
instructive.  Distressing  in  the  realization 


that  we  are  not  as  safe  as  we  thought  we 
were  and  much  more  vulnerable  than  we 
ever  imagined.  Instructive  in  the  funda- 
mental character  of  Americans  that  has 
reemerged.  While  every  reader  could 
include  their  own  list  of  changes  they 
have  observed  since  the  attacks,  these  are 
my  observations  from  the  streets  of  Man- 
hattan. 

There  has  been  social  change.  There  is 
a  greater  recognition  of  our  unity  and 


In  a  town  measured 
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humanity.  Busy  Manhartanites  are  more 
patient  and  lenient.  This  is  my  third  year 
working  retail  during  the  Christmas  sea- 
son. There  was  a  marked  difference  in 
people's  attitude  this  year.  Customers 
were  more  willing  to  pause  and  engage 
in  conversation  with  salespersons.  There 
was  less  grumbling  and  more  gratitude. 
The  very  nature  of  a  teeming  mass  of  over 
sixteen  million  souls  living  in  close  quar- 
ters makes  widespread  friendliness  im- 
practical and  often  unwise.  However, 
since  9-11,  New  Yorkers  are  more  com- 
fortable with  each  other.  Establishing  eye 
contact  on  the  subway  or  in  the  streets  is 
not  as  uncommon  as  it  once  was.  Friend- 
liness is  now  in  vogue  in  Gotham.  In  a 
town  measured  by  diversity,  we  now  all 
have  something  in  common. 

There  is  political  change.  While  there 
is  continued  polarization  on  the  details 
of  the  government's  role  in  addressing 
the  needs  of  people,  there  is  renewed  zeal 
with  which  we  enter  this  debate.  Sub- 
stance has  eclipsed  style  in  importance 
for  the  first  time  in  a  long  time.  Bruised 
and  bloodied,  New  York  and  all  America 
has  emerged  from  the  wreckage  of  Sep- 
tember 11,  waving  the  red,  white,  and 
blue.  This  event  has  revealed  the  deep 
patriotism  dormant  in  the  American  soul. 
It  is  refreshing  to  see  young  people  ex- 
pressing their  love  for  country.  A  friend 
of  mine  recently  applied  for  work  with 
the  CIA.  Prior  to  September  11  he  had 
planned  to  become  a  geography  profes- 
continued  on  page  8 
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A  Tour  to  Edenton  and  Chowan  County 

by  Michael  Pelt 


n  the  January  issue  of  The  Tree 
Will  Baptist,  we  announced 
plans  for  a  tour  to  Edenton  and 


Chowan  County  on  Saturday  April  13, 
2002.  This  year  marks  the  two  hun- 
dredth seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
beginning  of  organized  work  by  Gen- 
eral Baptists/Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
in  North  Carolina  and  this  Heritage 
Tour  is  being  planned  to  commemorate 
that  event.  Paul  Palmer  provided  lead- 
ership for  the  establishment  of  the  first 
Baptist  church  of  any  kind  in  North 
Carolina  when  he  "settled"  this  congre- 
gation in  Chowan  Precinct  in  the  year 
1727.  Some  of  them  may  have  been 
meeting  for  worship  in  homes  of  that 
community  when  Palmer  first  encoun- 
tered them. 

It  would  help  us  to  understand  the 
importance  of  this  event  if  we  look  at  it 
in  the  context  of  the  religious  life  of  the 
people  living  in  the  area  north  of 
Albemarle  Sound  at  that  time.  The  ear- 
liest record  of  religious  activity  in  the 
Albemarle  region  was  a  visit  by  George 
Fox,  founder  of  the  Quakers,  in  1672.  He 
preached  in  the  homes  of  some  residents 
of  that  area  and  was  gladly  received  be- 
cause at  the  time  there  was  no  minister 
of  any  denomination  in  the  province.  In 
subsequent  years,  Quaker  meetings,  as 
they  were  called,  were  formed  in 
Perquimans  Precinct  and  later  on  their 
numbers  and  influence  were  sufficient 
to  elect  several  members  to  the  colonial 
legislature.  In  1694,  John  Archdale,  a 
convert  to  that  faith,  became  governor 
of  the  colony.  By  that  time,  Quakers  had 
become  the  largest  single  organized  re- 
ligious group  in  the  colony,  though  it 
must  be  added  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  population  were  not  affiliated 
with  any  church  and  seemed  to  have 
little  interest  in  organized  religion. 

The  organization  of  St.  Paul's  Parish 
as  the  first  Anglican  parish  in  North 
Carolina  occurred  in  1701,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  a  small  Anglican  chapel  was 
built  on  the  present  Hayes  farm  located 
east  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Edenton, 
which  did  not  exist  prior  to  1712.  By 
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1715,  Anglican  influence  in  the  legisla- 
ture was  sufficient  to  see  the  passage  of 
the  Vestry  Act,  which  created  nine  par- 
ishes in  the  colony.  However,  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  provide  them  with  clergy,  who 
had  to  come  from  England  since  there 
was  no  bishop  in  the  colonies  to  ordain 
them.  Few  ordained  priests  of  that  faith 
were  willing  to  face  the  hardships  of  liv- 
ing in  an  untamed  wilderness,  and  some 
who  came  proved  unworthy  of  their 
calling.  Others  who  came  found  that  the 
people  living  in  their  parishes,  which  in- 
cluded people  of  all  faiths  or  no  faith, 
were  reluctant  to  support  them  since 
most  of  them  felt  no  attraction  to  the 
Church  of  England. 


In  1736,  the  decision  was  made  to 
build  a  new  church  building  in  Edenton 
for  St.  Paul's  Parish.  Work  on  the  new 
building,  a  brick  structure  with  steeple, 
was  soon  begun  but  was  not  finally  com- 
pleted until  1774.  Extensive  interior  im- 
provements were  made  in  1806-1807. 

We  stated  in  the  previous  article  that 
Benjamin  Laker,  a  General  Baptist, 
sailed  from  England  with  his  family  in 
1684  and  settled  on  land  located  in 
Perquimans  Precinct.  There  were  Bap- 
tists living  in  this  area  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1701,  for  in  the  following  year 


they  sent  a  letter  to  a  Baptist  association 
in  England  desiring  to  be  supplied  with 
a  ministry  or  books.  While  the  associa- 
tion was  unable  to  supply  a  ministry, 
they  did  collect  money  to  provide 
books.  Without  a  minister  it  seems  un- 
likely that  this  group  of  Baptists  had  or- 
ganized a  church,  but  they  would  have 
met  together  in  homes  for  worship  as 
Baptists  in  England  had  done  for  de- 
cades following  the  restoration  of  the 
monarchy  under  Charles  II  in  1660  and 
the  subsequent  acts  of  Parliament  de- 
signed to  enforce  conformity  to  the 
Church  of  England. 

There  is  no  clear  record  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  Baptist  church  in  North  Caro- 
lina until  Paul  Palmer  began  his  minis- 
try among  them.  By  1719,  Palmer  had 
settled  in  Perquimans  Precinct,  along 
with  Thomas  Peterson.  He  soon  became 
a  General  Baptist  and  began  an  itiner- 
ant ministry,  later  preaching  over  a  wide 
area  of  coastal  Carolina  and  in  Maryland 
and  other  colonies  to  the  north.  His 
message  that  Christ  died  for  all  persons 
would  appeal  to  many  of  these  English 
settlers  and  he  baptized  scores,  perhaps 
hundreds  of  them.  Early  in  his  minis- 
try, he  was  drawn  to  a  community  north 
of  Edenton  where  a  group  of  Baptists 
were  living.  Perhaps  the  fact  that  his 
wife  had  inherited  property  in  Chowan 
Precinct  from  her  former  husband,  Tho- 
mas Peterson,  who  lived  there,  was  in- 
strumental in  bringing  his  attention  to 
other  Baptists  living  in  that  precinct.  If 
some  of  them  were  already  meeting  in 
homes  for  worship,  they  would  have 
welcomed  his  message  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  a  church.  Our  Heri- 
tage Tour  to  Edenton  and  Chowan 
County  will  include  a  visit  to  the  com- 
munity where  this  church  was  located 
and  a  brief  service  of  commemoration 
will  be  held  there. 

Following  lunch  at  Nixon's  Family 
Restaurant,  the  tour  group  will  return 
to  the  Visitors  Center  at  Edenton  to  learn 
more  about  its  early  history  as  the  first 
capitol  of  the  colony.  They  will  then  take 
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This  Little  Boy  That 
God  Used 

Rev.  James  Billy  Hardee 
February  6,  1931  -  March  31,  2000 


his  little  fellow  was  born 
very  frail,  weighing  only 
about  3  pounds,  in  a  little 
town  that  was  once  the  county  seat  of 
Bladen  County,  NC. 

It  was  there  on  Cotton  Mill  Hill 
in  Bladenboro,  where  so  many  of  " 
the  villagers  lived,  all  working  in 
the  local  cotton  mill,  which  was  f 
about  the  only  way  people  had  of 
making  a  living,  except  farming, 
during  the  depression  days.  Most 
people  had  a  hard  time  making  ends  | 
meet.On  Cotton  Mill  Hill  things  were 
a  little  better;  the  Great  Depression 
was  coming  to  a  close.  During  this  ] 
year  a  little  premature  baby  boy  was 
born.  God's  infinite  wisdon  and  mercy 
touched  this  child;  God's  plan  for  him 
had  begun,  a  plan  that  no  one  else  could 
fulfill  except  this  little  fellow  himself. 
The  Heavenly  Father  knew  that  this  little 
fellow  would  need  kind,  tender,  loving 
care,  not  only  to  survive  and  become  a 
healthy  youngster,  but  most  of  all  he  was 
going  to  need  much  guidance  in  the 
Lord.  God  graciously  provided  that  by 
placing  him  in  a  home  that  did  love  the 
Lord  and  would  teach  and  instill  the  love 
of  God  in  this  little  fellow. 

With  things  not  much  better,  the  fam- 
ily moved  back  to  Columbus  County  in 
a  section  called  Union  Valley.  There  the 
family  began  to  sharecrop  and  attend 
Union  Valley  Baptist  Church.  This  is 
where  preacher  Hardee,  at  a  very  young 
age,  first  remembered  attending  church, 
of  which  he  had  very  fond  memories.  He 
remembered  attending  Sunday  school 
and  especially  his  teacher,  Mrs.  Kate 
Fisher.  This  lady  had  a  great  impact  on 
his  life. 

When  this  young  lad  became  of  age, 
he  began  attending  Whiteville  City 
Schools.  All  of  his  early  education  was 
from  this  school.  Preacher  Hardee  wasn't 
very  proud  of  his  educational  back- 
ground. In  this  area,  one  can  see  God's 


hand  in  his  life.  God  gave  this  young  man 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
Scriptures  that  many  highly  educated 
people  do  not  have  today.  His  educa- 
tional background  was  a  reason  he  was 
K  ,£  5  always  so  inter- 

ested in  young 
ople  getting  a 
good  education, 
le  was  a  be- 
iever  that  the 
rnore  educa- 
tion, the  better 
one  could 
serve  the 
Lord  and  be 
qualified  to 
do  what  God 
placed  upon 
the  heart. 
While  serving  his  country 
in  the  United  States  Marine  Corp  during 
the  Korean  War,  the  Lord  began  dealing 
with  him.  After  many  months,  the  Lord 
miraculously  came  into  his  heart,  a  heart 
that  the  Heavenly  Father  could  and  did 
begin  to  use.  God,  the  greatest  teacher 
that  ever  existed,  educated  him.  This  is 
when  this  little  boy's  formal  education 
really  began.  This  young  man  that  God 
had  his  hand  on  even  before  he  was  born, 
began  praying,  studying  the  Word  of 
God  and  reading  good  Christian  litera- 
ture. He  began  taking  Bible  courses  and 
attending  every  revival  he  possibly 
could.  He  enjoyed  talking  with  good 
Christian  men  about  the  Word,  just  try- 
ing to  learn  everything  he  could  about 
the  Scripture.  From  the  very  beginning 
of  his  Christian  life,  he  began  witnessing 
to  others,  telling  what  the  Lord  had  done 
for  him.  In  a  short  time,  the  Lord  began 
to  speak  to  his  heart  that  he  was  to  carry 
God's  Word  to  others.  After  much  agony 
and  prayer,  again  this  little  fellow  said, 
"Yes"  to  God  and  God  used  him. 

Even  before  he  was  ordained,  by  the 
leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  accepted 
the  call  to  pastor  his  first  church  (Mount 


Calvary  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Columbus  County).  As  time 
went  on,  he  pastored  several  churches, 
as  many  as  three  at  one  time.  The  Lord 
continued  to  lead  and  bless  this  little  boy 
in  many  denominational  works  that  he 
could  not  have  done  without  the  strength 
and  leadership  of  God. 

After  his  conversion,  he  became  ac- 
tively involved  in  the  Pee  Dee  Associa- 
tion, serving  on  committees  and  in  any 
capacity  he  was  needed,  including  Mod- 
erator for  approximately  fifteen  years.  He 
also  became  involved  with  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  State  Convention  serv- 
ing in  many  areas,  including  Board  of 
Directors — Children's  Home,  Carolina 
Bible  Institute,  Free  Will  Baptist  Press, 
and  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement 
Homes.  He  served  as  chairman  of  all 
these  Boards  with  the  exception  of  the 
Carolina  Bible  Institute  Board.  Preacher 
Hardee  also  helped  revise  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Articles  of  Faith. 

How  can  we  do  anything  but  give 
praise  to  God  for  using  this  "little  boy?" 

Preacher  Hardee's  last  pastorate  was 
Oak  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Bladenboro.  He  was  their  pas- 
tor for  forty-two  years.  The  church  went 
through  many  transitions — a  new  edu- 
cational building,  a  new  sanctuary,  as 
well  as  a  fellowship  hall. 

Oak  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
has  established  "The  Rev.  James  Billy 

continued  on  next  page 
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This  Little  Boy  That  God  Used  (continued 
from  Page  7) 

Hardee  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund"  at 
Mount  Olive  Free  Will  Baptist  College  in 
memory  of  Preacher  Hardee's  dedication 
to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination.  It 
is  planned  to  make  the  first  Sunday  in 
February  an  annual  gift  time  for  this  most 
worthy  cause.  If  you  or  your  church 
would  like  to  make  a  monetary  donation 
to  this  fund  in  memory  of  Preacher 
Hardee,  make  your  checks  payable  to 
Mount  Olive  College,  making  notation 
that  it  is  for  the  Rev.  James  Billy  Hardee 
Scholarship  Endowment  fund.  Mail  your 
contributions  to  Gift  Records  Office, 
Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson 
Street,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 
28365.  ❖ 


A  Tour  To  Edenton  And  Chowan 
County  (continued  from  Page  6) 

a  short,  guided  tour  to  St.  Paul's  Epis- 
copal Church,  the  second  oldest  church 
building  in  North  Carolina,  and  to  the 
James  Iredell,  Sr.  House.  There  will  be 
an  opportunity  to  observe  other  struc- 
tures in  Edenton,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  by  its  leading  citizens  and  some 
who  have  visited  there  as  "the  South's 
Prettiest  Town."  In  April  it  should  be 
possible  to  witness  some  of  that  beauty. 

Some  persons  who  wish  to  join  this 
Heritage  Tour  may  wish  to  provide  their 
own  transportation;  however,  there  are 
two  churches  whose  pastors  have  indi- 
cated that  their  church  buses  will  be 
available  for  those  who  would  prefer 
this  mode  of  transportation.  They  are 
Stoney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  near 
Goldsboro  (call  the  Rev.  Gary  Bailey, 
919-735-3916,  and  Greenville  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  (call  Ronnie  Hobgood,  252- 
756-6600). 

More  details  concerning  the  time 
schedule  for  that  day  (April  13)  and  the 
itinerary  in  Chowan  County,  along  with 
a  form  to  be  sent  to  the  denominational 
headquarters  in  Ayden  by  participants 
in  this  tour,  will  be  included  in  the  next 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  ❖ 


A  View  From  The  Street  (continued 
from  Page  5) 

sor.  Now  he  hopes  to  serve  the  country 
by  using  his  knowledge  of  geography  for 
the  public  good.  New  York's  recent  tour- 
ism promotion  is  entitled,  "Paint  the 
Town  Red,  White,  and  Blue."  Even 
staunchly  Democratic  New  York  has 
largely  embraced  a  Republican  president. 
We  will  inevitably  retreat  into  our  ideo- 
logical camps,  but  with  a  renewed  sense 
of  unity  and  respect.  This  event  has  gal- 
vanized our  national  pride,  strength,  and 
will. 

There  has  also  been  spiritual  change. 
Many  churches  in  the  city  are  seeing 
record  attendance.  Our  church  has 
added  a  second  morning  service  to  ac- 
commodate the  crowds. Our  bookstore  is 
located  in  an  extremely  avant-garde 
community.  Our  customers  are  usually 
interested  in  New  Age  or  Zen  books. 
However,  in  our  post-Christmas  sales 
meeting,  our  store  manager  said  that  we 
had  seen  greater  sales  of  books  on  tra- 
ditional religions.  People  are  returning 
to  their  spiritual  roots  in  the  post  9-11 
reality.  There  is  a  great  openness  to  the 
gospel.  Are  we  ready  to  meet  the  chal- 
lenge of  this  spiritual  hunger  with  the 
message  of  love,  hope  and  forgiveness? 

How  do  we  prepare  for  the  challenges 
that  face  our  nation  in  this  new  era? 
Perhaps  looking  to  the  past  will  help  us 
prepare  for  the  future.  During  the  early 
days  of  WWII,  some  40,000  civilians 
were  killed  during  the  Nazi  air  raids 
over  London.  During  a  particularly 
devastating  raid  in  November  of  1940, 


some  506  people  were  killed  and  432 
seriously  injured.  Preparations  were 
made  to  transport  10,000  people  out  of 
the  city's  center  the  Saturday  night  af- 
ter the  raid.  However,  that  Saturday 
morning,  King  George  IV  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  visited  the  ravaged  city.  Their 
visit  proved  such  a  tonic  to  the  people 
that  only  300  actually  left  the  city.  A  visit 
from  the  king  will  bring  hope  and  cour- 
age to  the  heart.  Only  through  regular 
visits  with  The  King  will  you  become 
more  useful  to  the  kingdom. 

This  is  my  view  from  the  street.  How- 
ever I  see  not  only  death,  loss  and  de- 
struction. I  also  see  the  eternal  truth 
that,  out  of  tragedy  comes  triumph, 
from  crucifixion  comes  resurrection, 
from  death  comes  life.  As  Eugene 
Peterson  says,  "We  cannot  afford  to  be 
naive  about  evil — it  must  be  faced.  But 
we  cannot  be  intimidated  by  it  either.  It 
will  be  used  by  God  to  bring  good. .  .The 
great  paradox  of  judgment  is  that  evil 
becomes  fuel  in  the  furnace  of  salva- 
tion." While  we  cannot  undo  the  great 
evil  done  to  our  people,  we  can  deter- 
mine to  do  great  good  in  response.  Let 
the  fires  of  the  Twin  Towers  become  the 
fuel  for  the  salvation  of  many  and  the 
torch  for  liberty  around  the  world. 


The  Rev.  Mark  Hogan  is  a  former  pastor  of 
Bethany  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Ayden,  NC.  At  present  he  is  an  associate  staff 
member  with  Church  Resource  Ministries.  *l* 


FEBRUARY  EVENTS 


5 — Deadline  for  March  Articles  in 
The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

12 —  Annual  Membership  Meeting 
of  Church  Finance  Association. 

13 —  Ash  Wednesday 

14 —  Valentine's  Day 


18 — Meeting  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Board  of  Directors 

18 — President's  Day 

27— Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Day  of 
Prayer 
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Seek  God  For  2002 


HOPE 


HUMILITY 


PROXIMITY 


RESPONSIBILITY 


V 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist 

Day  of  Prayer 

and 

Organizational  Day 
for  Disaster  Response 

(Prayer  Session  and  Special  Presentation!  Challenge  for  Disaster  Relief) 

Wednesday,  February  27,  2002 
9:00  am-1  :00  pm 

Everett  Chapel 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
307  Everett  Avenue 
Clayton,  NC 

An  Historic  Coming  Together  for  all  the  People  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


The  Lighthouse  Movement  Many  Beacons. .  .One  Light! 

Becoming  part  of  The  Lighthouse  Move- 
ment may  be  the  single  best  thing  you  can 
do  to  let  the  light  of  your  prayers  continue 
to  blaze  with  hope  in  your  neighborhood. 
It's  a  movement  bringing  together  more  than 
three  million  Christians  with  a  vision  to  share 
Christ's  light  with  every  man,  woman,  and 
young  person  in  America. 


"Call  unto  me,  and  I  will  answer  thee,  and  show  thee  great  and  mighty 
things,  which  thou  knowest  not."     Jeremiah  33:3 
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CONVENTION  UPDATE 


David  C.  Hansley,  General  Administrator 


United 


S 


United  We  Serve 

United  we  serve 
steadfast  and  long, 

committed  to  our  Savior 
whose  LOVE  makes  us  strong. 

In  a  time  like  this, 
we  go  on  bended  knees, 

to  renew  our  faith 

since  He  knows  our  needs. 

90  years  of  heritage  we  celebrate, 
our  Convention  nas  born  much. 

Our  constituency  for  His  cause, 
many  souls  have  been  touched. 

Our  denomination  will  grow 

when  ministering  to  the  confused, 

as  the  Angels  declared, 
Jesus  is  the  Good  News. 

Belief  in  the  Father's  promise 
a  servant  must  show, 

we're  willing  to  follow  His  call 
that  the  whole  world  may  know. 

United  We  Serve! 

By  David  C.  Hansley 
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At  Johnston  Union, 
Little  Rock,  Mt.  Cal- 
vary, Marlboro, 
Kinston  First,  and  Sil- 
ver Creek  the  work- 
shop topic  will  be 
Tfie  Dirt  on  Learn- 
ing and  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley. 
This  workshop  focuses  on  5  objectives 
which  are:  1  )  Help  learners  truly  un- 
derstand God's  Word,  2)  Unlock  long- 
term  memory  that  shapes  students' 
lives,  3)  Nurture  everyday  faith  in 
learners,  4)  Avoid  thorny  barriers 
that  choke  learning,  5)  Use  authentic 
learning  that  makes  learners  eager  to 
learn. 

Mrs.  Dudley  will  be  demonstrating 
various  teaching  techniques  while  shar- 
ing information  based  on  the  Parable  of 
the  Sower.  In  an  interactive  way,  that  will 
lead  to  a  greater  understanding  and  use 
of  Biblical  truths. 

The  workshop  for  the  Piedmont  Con- 
ference will  be  Keys  to  Sunday  School 
Groivth  and  will  be  led  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Dudley. 

At  Free  Union,  Pinetown,  NC,  the  Fri- 
day night  session  will  be  entitled  Biblical 
Models  of  Leadership  and  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  K.  David  Flines.  This  ses- 
sion is  opened  to  all  pastors,  superinten- 
dents, and  anyone  else  in  a  leadership  ca- 
pacity in  the  local  church.  The  Saturday 
session  will  be  focused  to  teaching  at  the 
following  levels: 


•  Preschoolers 

led  by  Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks 

•  Early  Elementary  (K-3) 
led  by  Mrs.  Teresa  Grubbs 

•  Elementary  (Grades  4-5) 
led  by  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 

•  Middle  School  (Grades  6-8) 
led  by  the  Rev.  Frankie  Baggett 

•  High  School  (Grades  9-12) 
led  by  Ms.  Kitty  Sasser  Barnes 

•  Adults 

led  by  the  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks 

The  above  workshops  / seminars  have 
a  registration  fee  of  $15.00  per  person 
or  no  more  than  $60.00  per  church. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to: 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board.  This  fee  will  take  care  of 
all  materials  and  food  for  the  day.  The 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  will  have  a  dis- 
play of  materials  ready  for  purchase  at 
the  locations.  As  Vacation  Bible  School 
materials  become  available,  they  will  be 
included.  ❖ 


Sunday  School  EBEESi 


Look  What's  Coming! 

The  beginning  of  this  new  year  is  filled 
with  new  opportunities  for  learning 
through  workshops  and  seminars  spon- 
sored by  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Ministry.  Please  survey 
the  listing  and  the  topics,  find  a  location 
near  you,  attend,  and  add  to  your  base 
of  knowledge  about  growth  in  your 
church  through  the  teaching  ministry 

With  the  exception  of  one,  all  work- 
shops will  be  held  on  Saturday  in  order 
to  meet  the  needs  of  more  people.  You 
can  complete  the  registration  form  below 
and  return  it  to:  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Sunday  School  Ministry,  PO  Box  39, 
Ayden,  NC,  28513,  call  at  (252)  746-4963 
and  indicate  your  attendance  or  register 
on  site  the  day  of  the  workshop. 

January  5,  2002 

Johnston  Union,  Smithfield,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
January  19,  2002 

Little  Rock,  Lucama,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
January  26,  2002 

Elwood  Lane,  Kannapolis,  NC 

Regular  Conference  Time 
February  2,  2002 

Mt.  Calvary,  Bladenboro,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
February  8-9,  2002 

Free  Union,  Pinetown,  NC 

Friday  night  7:30  pm-9:00  pm 

Saturday  9:00  am-3:00  pm 
February  23,  2002 

Marlboro,  Farmville,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
March  2,  2002 

Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  NC 

8:00  am-3:15  pm 
April  6,  2002 

First  FWB  Kinston,  Kinston,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
April  13,  2002 

Silver  Creek,  Swansboro,  NC 

8:30  am-3:30  pm 
April  18-21,  2002 

Zion,  Blakely,  GA 

To  Be  Scheduled 


Name:   

ft  Address:   

® 

Church:  

•  Location  of  Workshop: 


Registration  Fee  enclosed:  DNo  □  Yes 
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Annual  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School  Institute 


Q^QEjB(£?    Mount  Olive  College  Saturday,  March  2,  2002  8:00  AM— 3:30  PM 

Theme:  The  Impact  of  Sunday  School 
"Past,  Present,  Future" 


Workshops 

Organizing  Sunday  School  for  Growth 
The  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks-Workshop  Leader 

Teaching  Adults  With  Confidence 

The  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks- Workshop  Leader 

Adult  Learning  Styles  &  Bible  Teaching 
The  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks-Worfe/zop  Leader 

Grades  Music  Program  in  the  Church 
The  Rev.  Ted  Wilbanks-Wor/cs/?op  Leader 

Ministering  to  College  &  Career  Ages 
Miss  Kelly  Warwick- Workshop  Leader 

Come  Grow  With  Us 

The  Rev.  John  Mark  Wmdley-Workshop 
Leader 

The  Art  of  Storytelling 

Mrs.  Brenda  Best-Workshop  Leader 

How  to  Read  and  Understand  the  Bible 
Dr.  K.  David  Hines-Workshop  Leader 

Spiritual  Formation 

Dr.  Tyanna  Day-Workshop  Leader 

Faith  Development 

Dr.  Tyanna  Day-Workshop  Leader 


Characteristics  of  Preschoolers 

Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks-Wor/cs/jop  Leader 

Lesson  Planning  for  Preschoolers 

Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks-Workshop  Leader 

Characteristics  of  Elementary  Children 
Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks-Wor/cs/;op  Leader 

Lesson  Planning  for  Elementary  Children 
Mrs.  Kay  Wilbanks-Workshop  Leader 

Loving  the  Middle  Schooler 

Mrs.  Lynn  Pannell-Workshop  Leader 

Teaching  the  High  Schooler 

Mrs.  Lynn  Pannell-Workshop  Leader 

Directing  a  Successful  VBS 

Mrs.  Lynn  Pannell-Worfe/jop  Leader 

Demonstrating  Standard  VBS  Materials 
Mrs.  Lynn  Pannell-WorLs/zop  Leader 

The  Church  and  the  Law  (Parts  I  &  2) 
Dr.  Mike  Barnhill-Wor/cs/jop  Leader 

The  Writing  Process  (Parts  1  &  2)  (From 
Idea  to  Finished  Product) 

Mrs.  Shirley  Benson- Workshop  Leader 


The  Role  and  Work  of  a  Deacon  (Parts  1  &2) 
The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley-Worfa/top 

Leader 

The  Role  and  Work  of  an  Usher  (Parts  1  &2) 
The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley-Workshop 
Leader 

The  Role  of  the  Church  Secretary 
Mrs.  Ann  Smith-Workshop  Leader 

Understanding  the  Hispanic  Culture 
Mrs.  Becky  Estep-Workshop  Leader 

Practical  Ministry  to  Hispanics 
Mrs.  Becky  Estep-Workshop  Leader 

Children  Ages  4-8 

Miss  Cynthia  Hansley-Workshop  Leader 
Miss  Amy  McCoy-Workshop  Leader 

Children  Ages  9-12 

Miss  Marci  Rollins-Worfe/iop  Leader 

Children  Ages  13  and  up 

Mrs.  Cathy  Crumpler-Workshop  Leader 


Schedule 


Registration  Fee 


8:00  am-9:00  am 

Mix  and  mingle  and  view  displays 

9:00am-9:40  am 

Opening  Assembly  Registration, 
Directions,  and  Keynote  Address 

9:50  am-10:50  am 
Workshop  Session  I 

11:00  am-12:00  noon 
Workshop  Session  2 


12:00  noon-LOO  pm 

Lunch  and  View  Displays 

1:10  pm-2:10  pm 
Workshop  Session  3 

2:15  pm-:15  pm 

Workshop  Session  4 

3:15  pm-3:30  pm 

Displays  remain  open  for  purchase 


Children  Ages  4-12  =  $5.00  Each 
Children  Ages  13  and  up,  including 

adults-$15.00  per  individual  person 
Maximum  cost  per  church  =  $60.00 
(The  registration  fee  covers  all  materials  and 
food  for  the  day.) 
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Minister's  HTI5?«fmi 


Social  Security  for  Ministers 

For  Those  Who  Have  Exempted  and  Those  Who  Are  Considering  Exemption 


by  Donald  Fader 

On  August  14,  1935,  then  Presi- 
dent Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
signed  into  law  the  Social  Secu- 
rity Act.  In  addition  to  several  provisions 
for  general  welfare,  the  new  Act  created 
a  social  insurance  program  designed  to 
pay  retired  workers  age  65  or  older  a  con- 
tinuing income  after  retirement.  How- 
ever, ministers  were  specifically  excluded 
from  coverage  and  were  not  allowed  to 
participate  until  1968. 

The  law  that  granted  the  right  to  par- 
ticipate also  provided  for  exemptions  to 
ministers  who  are  conscientiously  op- 
posed, or  because  of  religious  principles 
is  opposed,  to  the  acceptance  of  social 
security  benefits  (or  other  public  insur- 
ance providing  similar  benefits)  based  on 
services  as  a  minister. 

The  application  for  exemption  must  be 
filed  on  or  before  the  due  date  for  the  tax 
return  for  the  first  taxable  year  in  which 
you  have  self-employment  income  or  are 
an  ordained  member  of  the  Convention. 

There  are  ministers  within  the  Conven- 
tion who  have  opted  out  of  social  secu- 
rity based  on  the  exemption  provided 
above  stating  personal  objections,  while 
others  have  opted  out  due  to  the  imme- 
diate financial  burden  imposed  by  the 
self-employment  tax. 

Ministers  are  considered  common-law 
employees  for  income  tax  reporting  re- 
quirements. This  means  that,  in  most 
cases,  they  should  receive  a  W-2  form  for 
their  pastoral  earnings  and  pay  income 
taxes  like  any  other  employee.  This  is 
where  the  similarity  ends.  Ministers  are 
considered  self-employed  for  social  se- 
curity and  medicare  tax  purposes. 

Most  employees  notice  that  each  pay 
period  their  earnings  reflect  a  deduction 
for  social  security  and  medicare  totaling 
7.65%.  The  employer  matches  this 
amount  of  7.65%  and  sends  the  withhold- 
ing to  the  Social  Security  Administration. 
However,  the  minister  is  required  to  file 
quarterly  reports  and  send  in  a  total  of 
15.30%  of  his  qualified  earnings. 

Most  new  ministers  do  not  realize  this 
until  they  file  their  first  tax  return  and 
usually  three  to  four  quarters  have  al- 


ready passed  and  the  minister  is  now 
looking  at  a  significant  tax  due.  For  ex- 
ample, if  his  qualified  earnings  total 
$25,000,  then  he  has  a  Social  Security  and 
medicare  tax  liability  of  $3,825.00,  plus 
any  income  taxes  due. 

For  the  new  minister,  the  self-employ- 
ment tax,  and  income  tax  withholding, 
may  be  new  to  him  and  so  on  April  15  he 
finds  himself  facing  a  total  tax  liability  of 
$5,000  dollars  or  more.  This  quite  often  is 
money  that  he  does  not  have.  His  accoun- 
tant or  tax-pfeparer  explains  the  social 
security  exemption  and  the  minister  sees 
this  as  a  way  of  his  tax  problem  and  takes 
the  exemption. 

This  is  not  the  case  in  every  situation, 
but  I  have  spoken  with  enough  ministers 
to  know  that  this  is  a  scene  that  has  played 
out  more  than  one  time.  After  all,  social 
security  is  a  retirement  plan  and  the  min- 
ister thinks  he  can  do  much  better  by  in- 
vesting in  an  IRA,  or  the  Minister's  Re- 
tirement System. 

On  the  surface  this  is  true.  A  man  can 
do  better  by  investing  15.30%  of  his  in- 
come from  age  25  to  age  65  into  a  retire- 
ment account  than  in  the  social  security 
pension  plan.  But  this  does  not  tell  the 
whole  story.  Social  security  provides  more 
than  retirement. 

For  example,  younger  Americans  face 
a  1  in  5  chance  of  dying  prior  to  age  65. 
Social  security  provides  survivor  benefits 
to  spouses  and  children.  The  value  of  these 
benefits  for  those  who  leave  a  spouse  and 
two  young  children  is  equivalent  to  a 
$374,000  life  insurance  policy.  The  benefit 
is  not  paid  in  a  lump  sum,  but  in  monthly 
installments  and  these  payments  increase 
each  year  based  on  the  annual  cost-of-liv- 
ing index. 

Social  security  also  protects  workers 
who  become  severely  disabled.  Few 
workers  have  long-term  disability  protec- 
tion, but  studies  show  that  a  20-year-old 
worker  has  about  a  3  in  10  chance  of  be- 
coming disabled  prior  to  age  65.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Social  Security  Administration, 
this  benefit  is  equivalent  to  a  $223,000  dis- 
ability policy  for  an  average  worker  with 
a  spouse  and  two  children. 


Health  care  coverage  continues  to  be  a 
major  concern  for  all  of  us.  A  portion  of 
the  self-employment  tax  goes  to  fund  the 
Medicare  Program,  which  provides  health 
care  coverage  for  people  over  the  age  of 
65.  Medicare  is  a  Health  Insurance  Pro- 
gram for  people  65  years  of  age  and  older, 
some  disabled  people  under  65  years  of 
age,  and  people  with  End-Stage  Renal 
Disease  (permanent  kidney  failure  treated 
with  dialysis  or  a  transplant).  At  this  age, 
coverage  is  almost  impossible  to  find  and 
even  more  difficult  to  pay  for.  When  a 
minister  opts  out  of  social  security,  he  also 
opts  out  of  medicare. 

A  minister  should  think  carefully  before 
he  files  the  exemption  for  social  security. 
Of  course,  if  he  has  strong  personal  be- 
liefs and  objections  to  this  program  he 
can  and  should  file  his  exemption.  How- 
ever, if  the  exemption  is  filed  solely  on 
financial  grounds  it  may  wind  up  cost- 
ing him,  and  his  family,  more  than  he 
could  ever  imagine. 

What  if  you  are  a  minister  that  opted 
out  of  social  security  and  would  like  to 
get  back  in?  For  the  first  time  ever,  the 
minister  can  revoke  his  exemption  and 
begin  paying  self-employment  taxes  as 
of  January  1,  2000,  or  January  1,  2001.  To 
do  this  you  must  file  a  form  2031  and  pay 
back  taxes  to  the  effective  date  you 
choose. 

Before  you  revoke  your  exemption, 
you  should  talk  with  a  tax  professional, 
or  social  security  representative.  There 
are  requirements  which  mandate  that 
you  have  a  certain  number  of  quarters 
to  be  eligible  for  the  various  programs 
under  social  security.  If  you  are  not  plan- 
ning to  continue  work  until  you  meet 
these  requirements,  revocation  would 
not  entitle  you  to  benefits.  If  you  think 
this  is  a  good  idea  for  you,  remember 
time  is  limited  and  this  process  must  be 
completed  on  or  before  April  15, 2002,  or 
the  expiration  of  any  extension  granted 
for  the  2001  tax  period.  Additional  infor- 
mation will  be  available  at  the  Minister's 
Program  Tax  Seminar  in  February.  ❖ 
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Foreign 


Sixteenth  Annual  Mission  Conference — Puerto  Princesa  City 


by  Rosana  R.  Briones 

Praise  God!  The  Mission  De- 
partment sponsored  the  An- 
nual Mission  Conference.  This 
year's  Conference  was  held  at  the 
Puerto  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  on  No- 
vember 7-9,  2001.  Workers  and  del- 
egates came  from  the  North,  South,  and 
Central  parts  of  Palawan.  Ninety-eight 
people  attended  the  conference.  All 
workers  and  delegates  stayed  in  the 
dormitories  of  the  Palawan  Bible  Col- 
lege. 

"Acquaintance  Night"  was  held  on 
the  first  night.  Pastor  Sofronio  Gamoso 
gave  the  message.  The  Rev.  Fidel  Presto 
was  in  charge  of  the  games,  which  were 
held  after  the  message. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  Mission 
Conference,  the  Rev.  Dario  Basingil 
gave  the  message  and  encouragement 
for  our  new  Bible  women  and  pastors. 


There  were  seven  who  committed 
their  lives  to  work  in  the  field.  They 
are:  Romeo  Gamoso,  Romeo  Galleto, 
Arnold  Dagot,  Jethro  Gamoso, 
Darlyn  Pehaflor,  Marites  Venoya, 


and  Eva  Peralta. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  all  work- 
ers and  members  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  Philippines.  Praise  God  for 
His  goodness  to  us!  ❖ 


ANNUAL  WORLD  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  OFWB  International 

Sunday,  March  17,  2002 

College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College  5:00-8:00  pm 
Guest:  Anil  and  Mala  Lall  from  India 

Special  Music:  Ladies  Ensemble 
Winterville  F.  W.  B.  Church 
Winterville,  NC 


Q 


nil  and  Mala  are  now  leading  our  work  in 
India.  This  will  be  their  first  visit  to  North 
Carolina.  Please  come  and  meet  them.  It 
will  be  a  great  encouragement  to  them.  They  will 
bring  the  latest  news  from  India.  Join  us  in  prayer 
that  the  U.  S.  Embassy  in  India  will  grant  them  a 
visa. 

We  encourage  churches  throughout  the  denomi- 
nation to  call  off  your  Evening  Worship  Service  on 
March  1 7  and  attend  the  Missions  Conference.  This 
will  be  an  exciting  time  of  fellowship,  worship  and 
music.  Plan  now  to  attend. 


Schedule: 

First  Session:  5:00  PM 
Light  Meal:  6:00  PM 
Final  Session:  7:00  pm 


Important  Notice  -  Response  needed 


A  light  meal  will  be  served,  at  no  charge,  but  in 
order  to  prepare  the  proper  amount  of  food  we  need 
to  know  how  many  will  be  attending  from  each  church. 
Please  call  our  office  (252)  746-4963  by  March  12, 
and  give  the  church  name  and  the  number  that  will  be 
attending.  (If  no  one  is  in  the  office,  please  leave  the 
information  on  the  answering  machine.) 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  OFWB  International 
Post  Office  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (252)  746-4963 


1 4     V—  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  February  2002 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  ANNUM  TELETHON 
SUNDAY,  MARCH 24, 2002 


Evangelization 


Salvation  Worship 


THE  GREATEST  BLESSING  IS 
WHEN  WE  GIVE 
FOR  THE  BENEFIT 
OF  OTHERS. 


True  prayer  cries 
daily  for  revival 
and  sees  the  world  with 
a  broken  heart. 


DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  REVIVAL  AND  WORLD  MISSIONS  •  MARCH  24/2002 


Call  in  your  special  offering  between  1 :30  and  5:30  P.M. 

m      Dial  (252)  746-4963.  m 

Your  generous  gift  and  call  on  Telethon  Sunday  will  stand  as  testimony  of  your  deep 

concern  for  the  evangelization  of  the  world. 

Pray  for  this  goal,  for  World  Missions  and  Revival. 

GOBI 2002:  A  total  of  $1 90,000  in  gifts  on  Telethon  Sunday.  The  key  to  reaching  this  goal  is 

"trust."  God  is  in  control  of  all  things  and  His  great  desire  is  for  all  people  to  know  Him.  We  can  trust 
Him  to  provide  for  these  great  needs. 


PRAYER  GOMl  MARCH  24, 2002: 

All  churches  joining  together  in  united  prayer  during  the 

Morning  Worship  Hour  in  one  accord  for  revival.  LET  US  PRAY! 


EpHffiTIONAL 

^  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

P.O.  BOX  39 
AYDEN.NC  28513 
252-746-4903 
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Cragmont 


New  Heights  Kick  Off— 2002  Vision  Walk— Walking  for  New  Heights 


NEW  HEIGHTS 

Cngmam.  from  Vww'SjVWo*. 


Vision  Walk  is  the  first  of  five 
annual  walk-a-thons  to  raise 
money  for  Cragmont's  New 
Heights  campaign. 

When  and  Where? 

Vision  Walk  2002  will  be  Monday, 
April  1, 2002,  at  the  Wayne  County  Fair- 
grounds in  Goldsboro.  We  will  walk 
from  10:00  am  until  5:00  pm. 

Who  Do  We  Want  There? 

Participants  invited  and  encouraged 
to  walk  are  young  people  from:  all  sum- 
mer camps;  all  youth  fellowship  dis- 
tricts; all  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches. 

For  What  Are  We  Walking? 

All  funds  raised  by  our  youth  at  Vi- 
sion Walk  will  go  toward  our  new  gym/ 
multipurpose  recreation  complex. 

What's  Provided? 

Your  "official"  Vision  Walk  tee  shirt, 

Banquet  Celebration 

Cragmont  will  officially  kick  off 
our  New  Heights  campaign 
with  our  Banquet  Celebration 
on  Tuesday,  April  2,  2002,  at  7:00  pm  in 
the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Center  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive College. 

This  will  truly  be  an  evening  of  celebra- 
tion! We  will  celebrate  the  vision  God 
gave  us  in  "New  Heights" — the  success 
of  our  first  Vision  Walk — and  we'll  offi- 
cially begin  our  five-year  campaign  by 
counting  the  stones  made  ready  to  move 
to  our  mountain  since  "New  Heights" 
was  unveiled  at  our  Convention  in  Sep- 
tember, 2001. 

Helping  us  celebrate  the  beginning  of 
our  journey  from  view  to  vision  will  be 
one  of  the  star  attractions  direct  from  Pi- 
geon Forge,  Tennessee  and  Dolly  Wood, 
Mr.  James  Rogers.  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  sum- 
mer camp  and  weekend  retreat  favorite. 
This  award-winning  singer,  songwriter, 
and  entertainer  will  delight  one  and  all 
with  his  music,  talent,  and  humor. 
Reservation  requests  for  this  special 


drinks,  snacks  throughout  the  day,  and 
a  hamburger  and  hotdog  cookout  at  5:00 
pm  will  be  provided. 

Incentives? 

You  Bet!  Prizes  will  be  given  to  indi- 
viduals who  raise  the  most  money  for 
New  Heights  through  their  sponsorship 
pledges.  They  include: 

•  First  Place— $500.00  Savings  Bond 

•  Second  Place— $250.00  Savings 
Bond 

•  Third  Place— $100.00  Savings  Bond 

•  Fourth  Place— $50.00  Gift  Certifi- 
cate to  the  Cragmont  Store 

•  Fifth  Place — Cragmont  merchan- 
dise 

Send  the  form  below  to:  Bryant  Hines, 
203  Teachey  Court,  New  Bern,  NC 
28562.  He  will  then  send  you  the  spon- 
sorship form.  ❖ 


evening  will  be  made  available  through 
The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Cragmont  Club 
statements  in  January  and  February,  and 
all  of  our  churches  in  mid-January.  ❖ 

Name  


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Telephone 
Church  


Number  of  tickets  @  $20.00  per  per- 
son (non  refundable) 

Please  make  check  payable  to  Cragmont 
Assembly. 

Mail  To:  Bryant  Hines 

203  Teachey  Court 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 


Name  

Address 


City- 


State - 


Zip 


Telephone 


Church 


Are  you  a  Cragmont  Camper?- 
What  week?  


T-shirt  size: 

□  Youth  Med.  □  Youth  Large 

□  Adult  Small  □  Adult  Med. 

□  Adult  Large  □  Adult  XXLarge 

□  Adult  XLarge 

Sex  of  person  T-shirt  is  for. 

□  Male    □  Female 


2002 
Conference 
Schedule 


Morning  Star 

April  5-7,  2002 
Teresa  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Grifton,  NC  28530 
252-524-4677 

Minister's  Conference 

May  20-23,  2002 

Jessie  Fulcher 

7541  Newton  Grove  Hwy. 

Dunn,  NC  28334 

910-567-6419 

June  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Conference 

June  3-8,  2002 
Teresa  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Grifton,  NC  28530 
252-524-4677 
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Cragmont  Youth  Conference 

June  10-15,  2002 
Bryant  Hines 
203  Teachey  Court 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
252-633-2683 

Christian  Cadet  Conference 

June  17-22,  2002 
Wes  Boyd 

794  Church  of  God  Road 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
919-736-9436 

Youth  Frontier  Conference  (YFA) 

June  24-29,  2002 
Janie  Sowers 
PO  Box  824 
Middlesex,  NC  27557 
252-235-2408 


Camp  Vandemere 


by  the  Rev.  Owen  Arthur 

Excitement,  joy,  and  enthusiasm 
are  just  a  few  words  that  come 
i  to  my  mind  as  I  think  about 
Camp  Vandemere.  When  I  go  to  the 
camp  just  for  a  look  around,  or  go  dur- 
ing a  week  of  camp,  all  this  and  more 
fills  my  heart.  I  am  thankful  to  our  Lord 
that  he  has  given  Free  Will  Baptists  a 
place  where  we  can  go  enjoy  ourselves 
as  well  as  spend  time  in  prayer.  Just  re- 
cently a  group  spent  the  weekend  at  the 
camp  for  the  purpose  of  prayer  and  fast- 
ing. Isn't  it  great  that  we  have  a  place 
that  can  be  used  for  recreation,  as  well 
as  for  spiritual  renewal? 

It  has  been  several  weeks  since  I  have 
been  able  to  go  to  the  camp.  Some  of  you 
know  that  in  early  December  I  had 
open-heart  surgery.  Now  I  am  at  home 
and  am  recovering  very  nicely.  The  Lord 
has  blessed  me  and  I  would  like  to  thank 
all  of  you  for  your  prayers,  cards,  phone 
calls,  and  visits  during  this  time.  I 
haven't  started  driving,  but  am  looking 
forward  to  it  so  I  can  drive  to  the  camp. 
There  is  something  about  Camp 
Vandemere  that  gets  into  one's  heart  and 
when  it  does  you  just  can't  seem  to  stay 
away  from  it.  If  you  ever  had  the  plea- 
sure of  knowing  the  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner, 


Youth  Frontier  Conference  (AFC) 

July  1-6,  2002 

Frankie  Baggett 

5403  Weyerhaeuser  Road 

Ay  den,  NC  28513 

252-746-7850 

General  Youth  II  Conference 

July  8-13,  2002 
Chris  Singleton 
PO  Box  162 
Beulaville,  NC  28518 
910-298-3520 

General  Youth  I  Conference 

July  15-20,  2002 
Bryant  Hines 
203  Teachey  Court 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
252-633-2683 


then  you  can  understand.  Ralph  was 
one  who  dearly  loved  the  camp,  as  well 
as  the  many  people  whose  lives  it 
touched. 

I  am  excited  about  the  coming  year  at 
the  camp.  The  Lord  is  blessing  and 
things  are  moving  forward.  Several 
things  are  in  the  planning  stage  to  en- 
able the  camp  to  serve  our  Lord,  as  well 
as  his  people  better.  Mike  Williams,  (our 
manager)  is  working  on  the  camping 
schedule  for  this  year.  Some  of  you  have 
expressed  an  interest  in  your  church 
having  a  week  at  the  camp,  so  please 
contact  Mike  so  he  can  plan  the  sched- 
ule and  not  miss  anyone.  One  of  the 
things  that  Mike  is  working  on  is  put- 
ting in  a  new  bulkhead  over  in  the  area 
where  we  keep  our  paddle  boats  and 
canoes.  Along  with  this  new  bulkhead 
are  plans  to  put  in  a  boat  ramp  with  a 
small  pier,  so  those  who  bring  their 
boats  can  "put  in"  from  our  campus.  We 
will  keep  you  updated  as  these  plans 
begin  to  materialize. 

We  are  having  some  problems  with 
our  pine  trees  dying.  Someone  told  us 
that  pine  beetles  are  our  problem.  It 
looks  like  we  might  have  to  have  them 


Young  People's  Bible  Conference 

July  22-27,  2002 
James  Gurganus 
1317  Nine  Foot  Road 
Newport,  NC  28570 
252-223-5251 

August  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Conference 

July  29-August  3,  2002 
Teresa  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
Griffon,  NC  28530 
252-524-4677 


r  a 

cut  and  then  plant  some  other  type  tree 
that  will  be  more  suitable  for  the  area.  If 
any  of  you  know  much  about  this,  we 
would  appreciate  your  input.  Mike  tells 
me  that  we  have  about  50  trees  in  all  that 
are  still  good  at  this  time. 

Mike  says  that  we  are  already  getting 
bookings  for  as  early  as  March;  this 
sounds  exciting.  If  you  have  not  final- 
ized your  plans  for  going  to  the  camp 
for  a  weekend  or  for  some  other  time, 
let  me  encourage  you  to  do  so.  We 
wouldn't  want  you  to  wait  and  then  not 
be  able  to  get  the  time  slot  you  want. 

This  camp  would  like  to  thank  you  for 
your  prayers  and  your  financial  support. 
We  ask  you  to  continue.  If  we  are  not  in 
your  budget,  prayerfully  consider  add- 
ing us.  Call  Mike  at  the  camp,  invite  him 
to  come  to  your  church  and  tell  you  about 
the  camp  and  our  plans  for  the  future. 
You  can  contact  him  by  phone,  252-745- 
3171  or  check  out  our  web  site  at 
www.campvandemere.org.  Either  way, 
you  should  be  able  to  get  in  touch  with 
him.  If  you  would  like  to  send  a  dona- 
tion to  the  camp,  our  treasurer  is:  Mrs. 
Judith  Kennedy,  Treasurer,  933-N,  NC  41 
Pink  Hill,  NC  28572.  ❖ 


Send  out  thy  light  and  truth..." 

Psalm  43:3 


The  Free  Will  Baptist,  February  2002—  ¥  17 


Mount  Olive 


College 


226  Graduates 

Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege had  226 
candidates  for 
graduation  at  the 
College's  forty-eighth 
commencement  on  De- 
cember 15,  2001.  It  was 
the  first  of  two  gradua- 
tion events  for  the  2001- 
2002  academic  year. 
There  were  26  graduates 
from  the  Mount  Olive 
traditional  program,  33 
from  the  Mount  Olive 
evening  college,  43  from 
the  Goldsboro-Seymour 
Johnson  programs,  41  from  the  New 
Bern  programs  and  43  from  the  Research 
Triangle  Park  programs. 

The  Rev.  John  Williams,  Director  of 
Cragmont  Assembly,  delivered  the  com- 
mencement worship  service  address  in 
Rodgers  Chapel  preceding  graduation. 

Williams  received  an  associate's  de- 
gree from  Mount  Olive  College  in  1973. 
He  obtained  his  bachelor's  degree  in 
1976  from  Atlantic  Christian  College 
(now  Barton),  and  then  attended  South- 
eastern Theological  Seminary.  Williams 
is  married  to  Arlinda  Wilson  Williams. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Allison  Will- 


iams, who  was  graduated  during  the 
afternoon  ceremony. 

Williams  fondly  spoke  about  his  years 
at  Mount  Olive  College  and  described 
the  moment  that  he  felt  God's  presence 
so  prominent  in  his  life.  It  happened 
during  a  retreat  in  Oriental,  North  Caro- 
lina. The  speaker  was  the  Rev.  Harold 
Mac  Wallace.  "There  was  such  an  out- 
pouring of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  weekend, 
that  words  cannot  describe  the  experi- 
ence. All  who  attended  returned  to  this 
campus  changed  people.  I  felt  very 
loved  and  accepted  by  God.  My  faith 
was  cemented  in  the  love  of  God.  I  fell 


in  love  with  God."  He 
urged  the  graduates  to 
find  passion  and  zeal  in 
their  lives  and  most  im- 
portant to  include  God  in 
all  their  decisions. 

The  commencement 
address  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  Lloyd  Bailey  Barrow 
Professor  of  Religious 
Studies  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  Telling  the  grad- 
uates not  to  be  discour- 
aged, Dr.  Bailey  said  they 
should  remember  that 
their  good  influence  on 
the  world  can  affect  the  future.  Quoting 
from  the  Book  of  John,  he  said,  "The 
light  shines  in  the  darkness,  and  the 
darkness  has  not  overcome  it." 

Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  President  and  C. 
Darrell  Home,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  conferred  the  degrees  on  the 
graduates.  There  were  two  A.S.  degrees, 
24  B.A.S  degrees,  2  B. A.  degrees  and  198 
B.S.  degrees  conferred.  ❖ 

Above  L-R:  The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison,  the 
Rev.  John  Williams,  Allison  Williams,  and 
Arlinda  Williams. 


Free  Union  Church  Proud  of 
Accomplishments 


M|  embers  of  Free  Union  Church 
in  Greene  County  proudly  dis- 
play a  sign  they  prepared  to  be 
used  during  the  roll  call  of  churches  at 
the  2001  Greene  County  Dinner.  Mem- 
bers displaying  the  sign  were  Randy 
Beaman,  County  Co-chair;  Todd  Sutton, 
Associate  Pastor;  Genevieve  M.  Taylor, 
County  Co-chair;  K.  David  Hines,  pas- 
tor; Danny  Taylor,  local  Chair.  ❖ 
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SHADY  GROVE 

ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


On  her  way  to  the  Sampson, 
Harnett,  and  Cumberland 
Counties  dinner  Mrs.  Jean  F. 
Ackiss,  Director  of  Church  Support,  was 
very  pleased  to  see  Shady  Grove  Church 
announcing  the  dinner  for  the  College 
and  encouraging  individuals  to  "Build 
a  Bridge"  for  Mount  Olive  College.  ❖ 


Below:  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor,  Director  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  is  pictured  with 
Jessica  Murphy,  Dale  Belvin,  and  the  Rev.  Frank 
Harrison,  who  delivered  items  to  the  Children's 
Home. 


A  Small  College 
With  a  Big  Heart 


Angela  Hobbs,  a  senior  computer 
information  systems  major 
noted,  "This  was  the  first  time 
since  I  have  been  in  College  that  I  have 
become  emotionally  involved  in  a 
project."  Angela,  a  Mount  Olive  native, 
was  referring  to  a  project  that  originated 
in  the  Fine  Arts  Department  at  Mount 
Olive  College  in  which  students,  faculty 
and  staff  joined  together  to  collect 
canned  food  for  needy  people. 

"It  is  an  act  of  unconditional  giving 
and  selflessness,"  noted  one  professor. 

The  three-week  canned  food  drive  re- 
sulted in  a  collection  of  1,230  cans  of 
food,  which  was  distributed  to  the  Sal- 
vation Army. 

"It  is  comforting  to  know  that  as  I  sat 
down  to  eat  Christmas  dinner,  that  there 
were  people  who  enjoyed  a  good  meal 
because  of  what  we  did,"  stated  Amy 
Triplett,  a  senior  visual  communications 
major  from  Ohio. 

The  canned  food  drive  was  just  one 
of  at  least  a  half  dozen  service  projects 
completed  by  the  students  at  Mount 
Olive  College  during  the  holiday  sea- 
son. 

"I  feel  that  it  is  important  that  our  stu- 
dents answer  a  call  to  action  and  reach 
out  a  helping  hand  to  those' in  need.  In 


turn,  the  students  develop  partnerships 
and  relationships  with  the  citizens  of 
Mount  Olive  and  surrounding  commu- 
nities that  change  their  lives  forever," 
said  Julie  Beck,  Director  of  Student  Ser- 
vices. 

Among  the  other  projects  was  "Bears 
for  Kids,"  sponsored  by  the  freshman 
seminar  classes  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
Students  raised  enough  money  to  pur- 
chase 125  bears,  25  over  their  intended 
goal.  The  bears  were  delivered  to 
Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base  in 
Goldsboro  and  distributed  to  children 
of  service  men  and  women. 

Members  of  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Free  Will  Baptist  Fellowship  delivered 
supplies  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  in  Middlesex,  North 
Carolina.  The  items  included  everything 


from  desk  lamps  to  paper  products  and 
cleaning  supplies. 

According  to  Jessica  Murphy, 
Goldsboro  native  and  Vice  President  of 
the  Fellowship,  "We  choose  this  as  our 
service  project,  because  it  gave  us  an  op- 
portunity to  help  children  who  don't 
have  what  we  had  growing  up.  It  made 
me  feel  good,"  she  added. 

Also  during  the  Christmas  season, 
several  Mount  Olive  College  students 
rang  the  Salvation  Army  Bell  at  Roses 
Department  Store.  In  addition,  the 
newly  formed  International  Club  par- 
ticipated in  a  project  to  fill  stockings 
for  less  fortunate  children.  "We  may 
be  a  small  College,  but  we  have  a  big 
heart,"  one  student  noted,  "and  that's 
one  of  the  very  things  that  attracted 
me  to  Mount  Olive  College."  ❖ 
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Lillian  Harrison  Heath  Establishes  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund 


Lillian  Harrison  Heath  grew  up 
in  a  Christian  home  on  a  farm 
in  Jones  County,  with  her  par- 
ents, the  late  Benjamin  and  Pearl 
Harrison,  and  two  brothers  and  three  sis- 
ters. "Hard  work  was  a  blessing  that 
came  from  living  in  the  'horse  and  buggy 
days'  with  few  conveniences,  "  Mrs. 
Heath  expressed. 

Mrs.  Heath  fondly  recalls  her  child- 
hood at  which  God  was  the  center  of  their 
home.  Her  grandfather,  the  late  Rev. 
George  Washington  Harrison,  came  to 
live  with  the  family  after  his  wife  died. 
"Mealtime  was  an  important  event  that 
was  shared  by  all  family  and  always  be- 
gan with  my  grandfather,  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  minister,  praying  grace.  At  night, 
my  grandfather  usually  led  us  in  Bible 
reading  and  devotion,"  she  recalled. 

Mrs.  Heath  is  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  attended  Mount  Ol- 
ive College,  including  a  son,  the  Rev. 
Calvin  A.  Heath,  the  first  ministerial  stu- 
dent to  receive  a  four-year  degree  from 
the  College.  She  also  has  23  grandchil- 
dren and  great  grandchildren. 

"For  as  long  as  I  can  remember  Mama 
has  set  an  example  for  us  all,  using  Bib- 


lical principles  as  her  guide,"  stated 
Glenda  H.  Hawkins,  Mrs.  Heath's  old- 
est daughter.  "Mama  and  Daddy  always 
showed  love  for  their  family,  neighbors, 
Christian  organizations  and  the  needy 
through  their  generosity.  It  did  not  mat- 
ter whether  they  had  a  lot  or  a  little,  they 
always  shared  what  they  had  whether  it 
was  money,  produce  from  the  farm,  or 
their  time,"  she  concluded. 


Students  Inducted  into  Phi  Beta  Lambda 


Four  Free  Will  Baptist  stu- 
I  dents  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege were  inducted  into 
Phi  Beta  Lambda  (PBL)  at  a  recent 
ceremony  held  in  Rodgers  Chapel. 
The  inductees  pictured  at  right 
are:  Chantel  Jones  of  Newton 
Grove,  Joy  Daughtry  of  La  Grange, 
Brad  Piner  of  Vanceboro,  and  Jes- 
sica Murphy  of  Pikeville. 

Joy  Daughtry,  a  sophomore,  is 
the  daughter  of  Jeff  and  Wanda 
Daughtry.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
North  Lenior  High  School.  She  at- 
tends Westside  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kinston. 

Chantel  Jones  graduated  in  De- 
cember with  a  bachelor  of  science 
degree  in  accounting.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Ricky  and  Cindy 
Jones.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Midway 
High  School.  She  attends  Oak 


Desiring  to  advance  the  work  of 
Mount  Olive  College  and  provide  finan- 
cial assistance  for  students  preparing  for 
the  Christian  ministry,  Mrs.  Heath  has 
established  "The  Lillian  Harrison  Heath 
Family  Endowed  Fund  For  Ministerial 
Scholarships"  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
The  purpose  of  the  scholarship  fund  is 
to  encourage  and  assist  ministers  and  stu- 
dents who  are  called  to  the  Christian 
ministry  to  equip  themselves  for  effec- 
tive service. 

The  endowment  was  established  with 
a  Charitable  Gift  Annuity,  a  gift  to  Mount 
Olive  College  that  provides  a  guaranteed 
income  for  life  to  the  donor.  After  her 
death,  the  value  of  the  Annuity  will  be 
added  to  the  endowed  fund  and  the  in- 
come used  to  provide  scholarships. 

Recipients  of  the  Lillian  Harrison 
Heath  Family  Scholarship  must  be  rec- 
ommended by  the  church  in  which  they 
hold  membership.  In  addition,  recipients 
must  demonstrate  strong  evidence  of 
personal  integrity,  moral  character,  good 
citizenship,  academic  promise,  and  a  sin- 
cere commitment  to  the  Christian  minis- 
try and  to  attaining  an  education.  ❖ 


Grove  Free  Will  Baptist,  in  New- 
ton Grove. 

Jessica  Murphy,  a  sophomore,  at- 
tends Stoney  Creek  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  Goldsboro. 

Brad  Piner,  a  senior  accounting 
major,  is  the  son  of  David  and 
Angie  Piner.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Ruth's  Chapel  Christian  School. 
He  attends  Juniper  Chapel  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Vanceboro. 

Phi  Beta  Lambda  is  a  national 
association  for  future  business 
leaders  and  one  of  the  oldest  stu- 
dent organizations  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive College.  The  association  pro- 
motes education  and  unity 
among  members  and  business 
majors.  It  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
instructional  program  and  pro- 
motes a  sense  of  civic  and  per- 
sonal responsibility.  ❖ 
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2001  Dinner  Program...Extraordinary 


hrough  the  annual  College  Din- 
ner Program,  Mount  Olive  Col- 


lege shares  a  relationship  with 
its  founding  body,  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  that  far  sur- 
passes what  most  church-related  col- 
leges experience.  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  not  only  gave  birth  to  the  Col- 
lege, but  also  has  shown  its  commitment 
through  its  relationship  and  financial 
support  for  fifty  years.  The  College,  in 
turn,  takes  great  satisfaction  in  its  ser- 
vice to  the  Church  and  continually  looks 
for  ways  in  which  it  can  better  serve  the 
Church  and  deepen  its  relationship.  The 
dinners  provide  (1)  an  opportunity  for 
the  Church  to  give  financial  support,  (2) 
for  the  College  to  provide  a  musical  pro- 


gram offered  by  students,  and  (3)  a  time 
for  high  school  students  to  learn  about 
the  courses  the  College  has  to  offer. 

Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director  of  church  sup- 
port and  coordinator  of  the  dinners, 
said,  "Mount  Olive  College  is  a  minis- 
try of  the  Church  to  help  it  fulfill  its  role 
in  assisting  people  to  develop  into  all 
God  created  them  to  be.  Many  of  the 
dinner  volunteers  have  a  personal  rela- 
tionship with  the  College  and  have  ex- 
perienced the  difference  it  can  make  in 
the  life  of  an  individual.  This  year, 
twelve  of  the  county  chairs  were  alumni, 
seven  were  parents,  and  four  serve  on 
the  College  Board  of  Trustees."  "Volun- 
teers make  a  genuine  difference  in  the 
success  of  the  annual  dinner  program. 


It  is  both  heartwarming  and  rewarding 
to  see  the  dedication  of  the  volunteers 
as,  in  the  midst  of  a  busy  schedule,  they 
give  of  themselves  to  help  others,"  she 
said. 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  18  county-wide 
dinners  held  during  the  2001  Fall  Col- 
lege Dinners.  Even  in  the  midst  of  eco- 
nomic hardship  in  our  country  this  fall, 
Free  Will  Baptists  responded  in  a  most 
favorable  manner.  The  goal  for  all  of  the 
dinners  was  $458,525.  The  amount  re- 
ceived as  of  December  27,  2001,  was 
$482,717,  which  is  $24,192  over  the  goal. 
The  gifts  received  at  the  dinners  provide 
vital  financial  resources  needed  for  the 
College  to  fulfill  its  mission.  ❖ 


Mount  Olive  College  20001  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Dinner  Program 


2000 

ZUUI 

Bridge 

2000 

2001 

Bridge 

2001 

Amount 

County 

County 

Builders 

Gifts 

Goal 

Builders 

Gifts 

Over/  Under 

Chairman 

Beaufort 

59 

$15,251 

$15,975 

60 

$  13,411 

-$2,564 

Billy  Gurkin 

Carteret 

78 

$16,755 

$16,325 

77 

$  17,454 

$1,129 

Sheri  S.  Noonan  and 

Edgar  Pake,  Jr. 

Craven 

77 

$21,355 

$22,800 

89 

$  25,573 

$2773 

Neil  Cox 

Duplin 

64 

$17,275 

$18,200 

83 

$  22,848 

$4648 

Tommy  Benson 

Edgecombe 

53 

$9,004 

$8,975 

59 

$  10,104 

$1,129 

Ray  Williamson 

Greene 

154 

$32,625 

$32,600 

159 

$  38,672 

$6,072 

Randy  Beaman 

Genevieve  M.  Tayl 

Johnston-Wake 

222 

$54,560 

$56,725 

216 

$54,912 

-$1,813 

Keenan  Hinnant 

Wanda  J.  Blow 

Jones 

30 

$6,330 

$6,425 

26 

$  6,445 

$20 

Gene  Burkett 

Lenoir 

131 

$22,953 

$24,225 

129 

$  23,660 

-$565 

Cleo  Hinson 

Nash 

47 

$10,026 

$10,725 

42 

$9,214 

-$1,511 

John  R.  Manning 

Onslow-Brunswick 

17 

$2,887 

$3,875 

31 

$  5,015 

$1,140 

Ronnie  Parker 

Pamlico 

40 

$9,025 

$9,225 

36 

$  7,564 

-$1,661 

Judy  Thaanum  and 

Beverly  Holton 

Pee  Dee  Association 

77 

$13,916 

.  $14,000 

72 

$  14,365 

$365 

Danny  McPherson 

Pitt 

164 

$35,655 

$35,100 

185 

$  39,765 

$4,665 

Jane  T.  Tripp 

Sampson,  Harnett, 

and  Cumberland 

201 

$47,679 

$47,650 

188 

$  40,698 

-$6,952 

Lee  Morton  Jernigan 

Washington,  Martin, 

Tyrrell  and  Pasquotank  65 

$21,603 

$21,925 

71 

$  26,818 

$4,893 

Lloyd  W.  Jones 

Wayne 

245 

$66,679 

$66,000 

239 

$  73,799 

$7,799 

Joyce  Edmundson 

Wilson 

242 

$52,159 

$47,775 

228 

$  52,400 

$4,625 

Johnny  Sullivan 

Total  1966       $455,737    $458,525  1990         $482,717  $24,192 
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College  Receives  Reaffirmation 


Coming  Events 


More  than  3,000  delegates  at- 
tended workshops  and  semi- 
nars at  the  106th  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Southern  Association  of  Col- 
leges and  Schools  (SACS)  in  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana.  Mount  Olive  College 
was  among  the  more  than  12,000  accred- 
ited institutions  represented  at  the  meet- 
ing. 

Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  President  of 
Mount  Olive  College,  and  Dr.  Opey 
Jeanes,  Vice  President  for  Special  Ser- 
vices, attended  the  three-day  event  in 
which  the  College's  accreditation  was 
reaffirmed  for  another  10  years. 

"The  news  was  exactly  what  we  were 
expecting.  It  gives  us  one  more  reason 
to  celebrate  during  our  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary year,"  Dr.  Byrd  noted. 

Accreditation  is  a  process  of  helping 
institutions  improve  through  a  system- 
atic program  of  evaluation.  It  assures 
not  only  that  an  institution  meets  cer- 
tain standards,  but  also  that  it  demon- 
strates a  commitment  to  providing  qual- 
ity education  programs. 

Founded  in  1895  and  headquartered 
in  Decatur,  Georgia,  the  Southern  Asso- 
ciation is  one  of  six  regional  accrediting 
bodies  in  the  United  States.  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  received  its  initial  SACS  ac- 
creditation as  a  junior  college  in  1960 
and  was  accredited  by  the  Association 
as  a  four-year  college  in  1986. 


Central  to  the  accreditation  process 
is  the  self-study.  Each  institution  apply- 
ing for  accreditation  or  renewal  of  ac- 
creditation is  required  to  conduct  a 
comprehensive  study  of  its  purpose, 
programs,  and  services.  At  the  culmi- 
nation of  the  self-study,  the  Commis- 
sion on  Colleges  sends  a  visiting  com- 
mittee of  professional  peers  to  the  cam- 
pus to  assess  the  educational  strengths 
and  weaknesses  of  the  institution. 

"The  reaffirmation  process  provides 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  engage  in 
an  in-depth  self-evaluation  of  the  Col- 
lege. This  judgment  is  placed  before  our 
peers  for  agreement  and  recommenda- 
tions. The  result  is  a  collective  judg- 
ment between  inside  and  outside  evalu- 
ators  leading  to  a  strengthening  of  the 
College,"  Dr.  Byrd  stated. 

Mount  Olive  College  underwent  its 
10-year  reaffirmation  visit  in  March 
2001,  and  received  very  favorable  com- 
ments on  its  progress  and  educational 
programs.  Mount  Olive  College  is  ac- 
credited by  the  Commission  on  Col- 
leges of  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  (1866  Southern 
Lane,  Decatur,  Georgia  30033-4097; 
telephone  number:  404-679-4501)  to 
award  associate  and  baccalaureate  de- 
grees. ❖ 


February,  2,  2002— Church  Night,  Sat- 
urday, College  Hall,  5:30  pm,  Lady  Trojans 
vs.  Anderson  College,  7:30  pm,  Trojan  Men 
vs.  Anderson  College. 

February  18, 2002 — Campus  Visitation 
Day,  Monday, ,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center.  Participate  in  campus  tours  and 
conversations  with  faculty  and  students. 
Have  lunch  and  see  great  entertainment. 
For  details  call  Barbara  Kornegay  at  1-800- 
653-0854. 

February  19, 2002— Vivian  B.  Harrison 
Lecture,  Tuesday,  Rodgers  Chapel.  Reg- 
istration begins  at  9:00  am.  The  guest  lec- 
turer will  be  Dr.  Mark  D.  Baker,  assistant 
professor  of  mission  and  theology  at  Men- 
nonite  Brethren  Biblical  Seminary  Call  Dr. 
David  Hines  for  more  information  and  to 
make  lunch  reservations,  1-800-653-0854. 

February  28,  2002 — Martin  Lecture 
Thursday,  Rodgers  Chapel.  Lecture  be- 
gins 7:30  pm.  Dr.  Reed  Perkins,  professor 
of  Biology  at  Queens  College  in  Charlotte, 
will  be  the  guest  lecturer.  ❖ 

Invest  in  Mount  Olive  College 


or  a  $10,000  gift,  a  charitable  gift 
annuity  will  provide  you  with: 


An  income  for  life  paid  annu- 
ally, semiannually,  or  quarterly;  guaran- 
teed income  greater  than  money  market 
rates  (for  example,  a  donor  at  age  75  earns 
8%.);  an  immediate  charitable  income  tax 
deduction;  reduced  capital  gains  taxes  if 
your  gift  is  funded  with  appreciated  se- 
curities; an  opportunity  to  establish  an 
endowment — a  meaningful  way  to  con- 
tinue your  values  and  goals  in  perpetu- 
ity at  Mount  Olive  College.  The  Office  of 
Planned  Giving  will  be  happy  to  provide 
a  personalized  financial  analysis  that  il- 
lustrates how  a  Charitable  Gift  Annuity 
can  benefit  both  you  and  Mount  Olive 
College,  please  contact: 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  Director 
Jefferson  D.  Daughtry,  Assistant  Director 
Office  of  Planned  Giving 
634  Henderson  Street 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 
919-658-5250 


Mount  Olive  College 

Celebrating  50  Years  of  Christian  Higher  Education 
Presents... 

The  50th  Anniversary  Medallion 

by  Northwest  Territorial  Mint 


This  medallion  is  one  troy 
once  of  .999  fine  silver,  proof 
struck,  with  24k  gold  applied 
in  selected  areas.  It  is  encap- 
sulated and  packaged  in  a 
leatherette  presentation  case, 
with  certificate  of  authenticity. 


Cost:  $50.00  •  Available  at  Mount  Olive  College  Bookstore 
(919)  658-2502  •  www.moc.edu 
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Vivian  Harrison  Memorial  Lecture 


The 
He- 


le  Eleventh  Annual  Vivian  B. 
larrison  Memorial  Lecture,  en- 
titled Clothed  With  Christ  In  a 
Secular  World:  Building  Communities  of 
Grace  and  Freedom,  will  be  held  Tuesday, 
February  19,  2002,  in  Rodgers  Chapel, 
at  Mount  Olive  College.  Guest  Lecturer 
is  Dr.  Mark  D.  Baker,  Assistant  Profes- 
sor of  Mission  and  Theology,  Mennonite 
Brethren  Biblical  Seminary. 

Schedule  of  Events: 

9:00  am  —  Registration  ($10.00  per 
person,  includes  buffet  luncheon) 

9:30  am  —  Lecture  One:  Galatians: 
Freedom  From  the  Enslaving 
Power  of  Religion 

11 :00  am  —  Worship  Service,  Sermon  by 
Dr.  Baker  entitled,  "Freed  to  Eat 
at  the  Table  Together" 

12:00  noon  —  Lunch  Buffet  (Lois  K. 
Murphy  Regional  Center) 

1:30  pm  — Lecture  Two:  Galatians: 
Freedom    for    New  Creation 
Community 


About  the  Harrison  Lecturer 

Having  observed  and  ministered  to 
the  church  in  Honduras  for  ten  years, 
Dr.  Mark  Baker  concluded  that  "too 


many  Christians  are  'religious' — their 
faith  is  more  a  human  endeavor  than  a 
response  to  God's  loving  initiative" 
(from  Religious  No  More).  This  observa- 
tion led  Baker  to  do  the  study  which  will 
form  the  basis  of  this  year's  Harrison 
Lecture. 

Dr.  Baker  is  currently  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Mission  and  Theology  at  the 
Mennonite  Brethren  Biblical  Seminary 
in  Fresno,  California.  He  earned  his 
Ph.D.  in  Theology  and  Ethics  from  Duke 
University.  He  also  holds  degrees  from 
New  College  for  Advanced  Biblical 
Studies  in  Berkeley  California,  and  from 
Wheaton  College  in  Wheaton,  Illinois. 
His  publications  include  Recovering  the 
Scandal  of  the  Cross.  Atonement  in  New 
Testament  &  Contemporary  Contexts  (co- 
author with  Joel  B.  Green),  and  Religious 
No  More:  Building  Communities  of  Grace 
and  Freedom.  Dr.  Baker  has  authored  sev- 
eral scholarly  papers,  including  presen- 
tations to  the  Society  of  Biblical  Litera- 
ture and  Evangelical  Theological  Soci- 
ety. 

Dr.  Baker's  broad  experience  as  a  mis- 
sionary and  scholar  uniquely  qualify 
him  to  address  the  issue  of  the  relation- 
ship between  the  Church  and  culture. 
Persons  attending  the  lecture  are  en- 
couraged to  study  the  Book  of  Galatians. 

About  the  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Lecture 

The  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Lecture  was 
established  by  the  Rev.  Frank  R. 


Harrison  in  memory  of  his  late  wife.  The 
purpose  of  the  lecture  is  to  provide  a  me- 
dium for  continuing  education  for  the  min- 
isters and  laypersons  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Harrison  was  a  graduate  of 
Mount  Olive  College  and  Barton  Col- 
lege, where  she  earned  a  B.  S.  degree  in 
elementary  education.  She  taught  pub- 
lic school  in  North  Carolina  for  17  years 
before  retiring  in  1986  due  to  illness.  She 
was  a  member  of  Spring  Branch  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Greene  County 
and  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Beamon  and  the  late  Mr.  Charlie  T. 
Beamon  of  Walstonburg,  North  Carolina. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  Mount  Olive  College,  Barton  Col- 
lege, and  Southeastern  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  He  has  completed  two 
years  of  postgraduate  studies  in  pasto- 
ral care  and  counseling  at  North  Caro- 
lina Baptist  Hospital  in  Winston-Salem. 
Mr.  Harrison  has  served  as  Campus 
Minister  at  Mount  Olive  College  since 
1971  and  teaches  courses  in  practical 
theology. 

Please  make  reservations  for  the  lunch 
buffet  by  contacting  Dr.  David  Hines  at 
the  College  through  telephone  (919)  658- 
2502  (leave  message)  or  through  e-mail  at 
dhines@exchange.moc.edu.  Reserva- 
tions are  required  by  Friday,  February 
15,  2002. 

Funding  for  this  event  is  provided  by 
the  Vivian  Harrison  and  Barrow  En- 
dowed Funds.  ❖ 


Notice  of  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  The  Church  Finance  Membership 
Holders 

To  Be  Held 
February  12,  2002 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Membership  of  the  Church  Finance  Association,  Inc.  will 
be  held  as  follows: 


Place:  First  FWB  Church 
Fellowship  Hall 
Kinston,  NC 


Date:  February  12,  2002 
Time:  10:30  am 


The  purpose  of  this  meeting  is: 

1  )  To  review  the  financial  condition  of  the  Association 
and  to  act  on  the  financial  report. 

2)  The  election  of  one  (1)  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors to  hold  office  for  a  term  of  five  years. 

3)  The  transaction  of  any  other  business  which  may 
properly  come  before  the  meeting. 

You  are  urged  to  attend  the  meeting  in  person.  However, 
membership  holders  who  do  not  expect  to  attend  are  re- 
quested to  sign,  date,  and  return  the  proxy  provided.  The 
execution  of  this  proxy  will  not  affect  your  right  to  revoke 
such  proxy  or  to  vote  in  person  should  you  later  decide  to 
attend  the  meeting. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

William  D.  Thigpen,  Secretary 
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Children's  EH 


Making  A  Difference  by  Gary  ue 

On  the  evening  of  our  Campus 
Christmas,  I  visited  Smith  Cottage 
as  I  began  my  journey  to  the  cot- 
tages to  see  the  children  receive  their  gifts. 

Heather  was  sitting  in  the  corner  next 
to  the  door  surrounded  by  her  gifts.  I 
watched  as  each  child  hurriedly  opened 
her  gifts  with  shouts,  dancing,  and  excite- 
ment. Heather  was  one  of  the  calmer  resi- 
dents. She  smiled  gently  stopping  to  thank 
us  after  each  gift.  On  my  way  out,  I 
stopped  briefly  to  shake  Heather's  hand 
and  we  wished  each  other  a  Merry  Christ- 
mas. I  never  suspected  it  would  be  the  last 
time  I  would  see  her  alive.  Heather  left 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  the 
next  day  to  be  reunited  with  her  family. 
On  December  20, 2001,  she  was  killed  in  a 
car  accident  just  one  day  after  going  home. 

Comments  begin  to  spread  quickly 
about  Heather  as  everyone  began  recol- 
lecting about  her.  Various  staff  members 
have  many  intimate  details  about  her  and 
her  accomplishments  during  the  ten 
months  she  was  here.  Although  I  cannot 

Yard  Sale  Proceeds  Presented 

On  November  28,  2001,  Dr.  Bobby 
Taylor  was  guest  speaker  at  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Rocky 
Mount  at  the  Wednesday  evening  ser- 
vice. After  the  service,  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary presented  the  Children's  Home 
with  the  proceeds  from  a  yard  sale  total- 
ing $1,075.00. 

Pictured  left  to  right;  Pam  Jenkins, 
Louise  Lewis,  Janice  Howell,  Ethel 
Cursenberry,  Judy  Rogers,  Dr.  Bobby 
Taylor,  Debbie  Daughtridge,  and  the  Rev. 
Roger  Haithcock.  ❖ 


recall  all  of  them,  I  can  share  some  of  the 
things  I've  since  learned  about  Heather. 
She  was  on  the  honor  roll  at  school.  She 
loved  her  mother  and  wanted  desperately 
to  be  with  her.  Heather  was  always  re- 
spectful to  our  staff  and  appreciative  for 
things  done  for  her.  We  saw  a  change  in 
her  life  for  the  better.  She  had  become 
more  conscious  and  more  responsible.  She 
seemed  to  have  come  closer  to  God,  giv- 
ing Him  praise  for  bringing  her  through 
difficult  times.  Although  my  memories  of 
Heather  are  vague,  I  have  come  to  learn 
much  from  her  death. 

I  attended  Heather's  homecoming  ser- 
vices to  memorize  her  life.  This  was  the 
first  time  I  had  ever  attended  the  funeral 
of  a  young  person  or  someone  killed  acci- 
dentally. It  is  always  hard  to  understand 
why  things  happen  the  way  they  do.  It 
was  even  harder  to  see  a  mother  weeping 
over  her  child  and  our  residents  crying 
for  a  lost  friend.  I  know  the  residents  at 
Smith  Cottage  had  been  affected  by  this 
tragedy.  It  is  difficult  for  teenagers  to  un- 


derstand that  they  are  not  invincible. 
None  of  us  could  have  ever  known  what 
Heather's  destiny  would  become. 

I  do  know  that  through  her  death  I  have 
learned  much  about  our  ministry.  I  have 
learned  that  we  do  make  a  difference  (and 
we  strive  hard  daily  to  do  so).  Sometimes 
we  never  see  the  fruits  of  our  labor. 

I  admittedly  confess  that  prior  to  her 
death  I  had  questioned  the  difference  we 
really  make.  I  believe  we  made  a  differ- 
ence in  the  life  of  Heather.  I  remember  the 
drive  back  home  that  dark  evening  and 
thinking  about  that  last  hand  shake  with 
Heather  as  she  kindly  smiled  and  wished 
me  a  Merry  Christmas.  I  went  on  to  have 
a  good  Christmas  and  enjoyed  some  spe- 
cial time  with  family.  Heather  missed  out 
on  that  opportunity,  but  I  find  peace  in 
knowing  that  God  had  a  purpose  for  the 
accident.  And  like  so  many  times  before 
as  I  questioned  myself  about  making  a 
difference,  I  realized  Heather  made  the 
difference.  ❖ 


CAMPUS    ITEMS  NEEDED 


□  (2)  25  inch  TV's 

□  Personal  Care  Items 

□  DVD  player 

□  New  Sound  System  (est.  cost  $1,000) 

□  Magazine  Subscriptions 

□  2  New  Computers  (Shepherd's  &  Genesis  House) 

□  Laundry  Supplies 

□  Cleaning  Supplies 


□  Paper  Products 

□  Encarta  2001  CD-ROM  Encylopedias 

□  18  cubic  feet  Refrigerator 

□  Heavy  Duty  Picnic  Tables 

□  Various  Types  Cleaning  Brushes 

□  20  Wooden  Porch  Rocking  Chairs 

□  Playstation  Games 

□  Dishwasher  Detergent 


□  Cordless  Telephones 

□  Ironing  Boards 

□  2-3  Quart  pots  w/ lids 

□  Bath  Mats 

□  Shower  Curtains 

□  Large  Pictures  for  Cottages 
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Memorial  and  Honorary  Gifts 

Mi  emorial  gifts  are  made  to  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  to  express  love  and  re- 
spect for  relatives  and  others  who  have 
died,  as  well  as  to  extend  sympathy  and 
care  for  bereaved  families  and  friends. 

Honorary  gifts  are  made  to  express 
love  and  appreciation  to  relatives  and 
others  who  are  special  to  you. 

Memorial  and  honorary  gifts  provide 
a  lasting  remembrance,  and  at  the  same 
time  lend  a  helping  hand  to  a  needy 
child.  For  the  Children's  Home  to  re- 
main a  strong,  viable  ministry,  and  to 
grow  in  the  range  of  services  provided, 
permanent  funding  is  needed.  When  a 
memorial  or  honorary  gift  is  made,  the 
family  receives  a  card  acknowledging 
the  gift. 


News  from  Powhatan 

S Some  of  the  highlights  of  the 
Christmas  season  at  Powhatan 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Clayton,  NC  included  the  fol- 
lowing: a  visit  to  see  the  "Meadow 
lights"  on  Highway  96  by  the  Cherubs 
and  AFCs  on  December  1 ;  the  senior  citi- 
zen luncheon  that  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 8;  the  pre-Christmas  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary service  with  the  message  brought 
by  Mrs.  Martha  Bogle  on  December  12; 
the  wonderful  play  directed  by  Barbara 
Barbour  on  December  16;  caroling  by  the 
youth  at  the  Brian  Center  and  at  indi- 
vidual houses  on  December  20-21;  and 
the  candlelight  service  on  December  23. 

The  "Tree  of  Hope"  was  sponsored 
again  by  the  Powhatan  Relay  for  Life 
Team  in  memory  of  the  efforts  of  mem- 
ber Vicky  Bagley  who  started  the  pro- 
gram and  lost  her  own  fight  with  cancer 
on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1999.  The  senior 
youth  choir  performed  at  the  service  held 
in  Clayton  at  the  lighting  of  the  tree  on 
December  18  (Ms.  Bagley's  birthday-she 
would  have  been  45  years  old).  All  funds 
raised  go  to  the  American  Cancer  Soci- 
ety. 

A  "thank-you"  to  everyone  who  came 
out  to  help  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
"undecorate"  on  January  1.  Deacon 


Each  unrestricted  memorial  and  hon- 
orary gift  is  safely  invested  and  only  the 
earnings  will  be  used  for  day-to-day 
care  of  the  children.  Gifts  may  be  in  any 
amount.  Make  your  gift  in  memory  of 
or  in  honor  of  that  special  person  and 
help  us  strengthen  our  endowment. 


ree  Will  Baptist  Fellowship  from 
Mount  Olive  College  delivered 


supplies  to  the  Children's  Home. 
The  group  decided  purchased  items  from 
our  Needs  List  for  their  Christmas  Ser- 
vice Project.  There  is  always  a  need  for 
such  items  as  cleaning  supplies  and  pa- 
per products.  We  appreciate  their  com- 
mitment to  service  to  our  ministry.  ❖ 


Gift  □  In  Memory  of    □  In  Honor  of 


Donor  Name 
Address  


City. 


Phone . 


State 


Please  send  acknowledgement  to: 
Name  


Church 


Zip 


Amount 


Address. 
City  


State 


Zip 


&  EVENTS 


Above:  Scene  from  Christmas  play  with  Herod  (Bob  Widhalm)  sending  a  solder  (Phillip  James)  to 
learn  more  about  this  "King's"  birth. 


Kerry  Chestnut  helped  with  ladder  work. 
Youth  members  Chris  Bagley,  Melissa 
Bass,  and  Kristen  Davis  helped  as  well. 

Our  prayers  continue  to  be  with  mem- 
bers Christine  Hill  and  Joyce  Blinson. 
Sister  Christine  underwent  heart  surgery 
and  Sister  Joyce  suffered  an  episode  of 
bell's  palsy.  Both  are  recovering  and  we 
send  best  wishes  to  both  and  hope  they 
are  completely  restored  to  good  health 
soon. 

If  plans  work  out,  some  of  our  youth 
will  be  attending  Cragmont  with  a  group 
of  other  area  youth  for  a  ski  trip  this 


month.  Pray  for  their  safe  skiing,  good 
fellowship,  and  safe  return.  The  trip  de- 
tails are  being  worked  out  between  new 
youth  leaders  Lisa  and  Phillip  James  of 
Powhatan,  and  Troy  Lee  of  Everett 
Chapel. 

In  Memorial:  Leone  Adams  Coats, 
member  of  Powhatan,  went  to  be  with 
the  Lord  on  December  1,  2001.  She  was 
age  87.  She  is  survived  by  2  sons,  1  sis- 
ter, 1  brother,  5  grandchildren  and  6 
great-grandchildren.  Our  prayers  are 
with  the  loved  ones  she  left  behind.  ❖ 
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Blended  Fellowship  Blessed  With  New  Facility 


by  Rev.  Doug  Seymour 

These  are  exciting  days  for  all  of 
us  at  Blended  Fellowship.  God 
has  provided  in  so  many  ways. 
Most  recently,  He  has  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  purchase  a  building  and  3.2 
acres  of  land  near  Pikeville,  NC.  We  are 
so  thankful  to  the 
Lord  and  to  all 
those  who  have 
obeyed  Him  in  giv- 
ing to  make  this 
dream  become  a  re- 
ality. 

Blended  Fellow- 
ship is  an  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist 
mission  church  or- 
ganized through 
the  Cape  Fear  Con- 
ference with  the 
help  of  our 
"mother"  church, 
Haymount  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Fayetteville,  NC.  What  be- 
gan in  our  home  as  a  Bible  study  group 
for  deaf  people  and  their  families  has 
grown  into  a  happy  family  of  62  active 
members.  Most  of  these  people  have 
little  or  no  church  background  and  29 
have  accepted  Jesus  as  Savior  through 
our  ministry. 

Because  of  our  rapid  growth,  our  cur- 
rent facility  (with  a  seating  capacity  of 
50)  is  not  sufficient.  Recently,  we  had  the 
opportunity  to  rent  the  building  adja- 
cent to  ours,  which  provided  classroom 
space,  but  did  nothing  to  improve  the 


sanctuary  seating  problem.  Through  the 
generous  and  sometimes  sacrificial  giv- 
ing of  many  wonderful  friends,  espe- 
cially our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
Cape  Fear  Conference  and  Western  Con- 
ference, we  were  able  to  purchase  a  large 


Above:  A  part  of  Blended  Fellowship's  congregation. 


metal  building  that  fits  perfectly  with 
our  vision  for  future  ministry.  Not  only 
do  we  want  to  make  room  for  the  church 
to  continue  to  grow,  but  we  also  want 
to  become  a  resource  center  for  the  deaf, 
offering  services  to  help  them  succeed 
in  the  hearing  world.  We  also  want  to 
establish  a  Christian  school  for  the  deaf. 
The  new  property  is  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate all  of  these  plans  for  the 
future.  Our  people  firmly  believe  that 
"with  God,  all  things  are  possible,"  and 
He  continues  to  demonstrate  this  truth 
to  us  in  many  tangible  ways. 


Deaf  people  deserve  the  same  oppor- 
tunities that  hearing  people  enjoy.  God 
has  made  it  clear  to  me  that  they  deserve 
to  have  a  church  they  can  call  their  own, 
not  just  a  place  they  can  attend.  They 
deserve  the  opportunity  to  be  a  Sunday 
school  teacher  or 
an  usher  or  a  dea- 
con; opportuni- 
ties many  hearing 
people  take  for 
granted.  Deaf 
people  deserve  a 
Christian  educa- 
tion and  the 
chance  to  develop 
their  skills  and 
earn  more  than 
minimum  wage. 
Most  of  all,  they 
deserve  to  know 
about  a  Savior 
who  gave  His  life 
for  them  that  they 
might  have  new  life.  We  sincerely  ap- 
preciate your  prayers  and  financial  sup- 
port as  we  work  to  accomplish  these 
goals  set  before  us.  If  you  would  like  to 
partner  with  us  in  this  effort,  send  your 
contribution,  earmarked  for  Blended 
Fellowship,  to:  The  Rev.  Sam  Weeks  at 
the  address  below  and  thank  you  for 
sharing  and  praying.  ❖ 

The  Rev.  Sam  Weeks 

2033  Smith  Road 
Smithfield,  NC  27477 


Left:  The  Rev.  Doug  Seymour  and  wife,  Melanie  and  Cape  Fear  trustees  closing 
on  property.  Right:  The  Rev.  Sam  Weeks  presenting  the  check. 
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2002  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Leagues 

March  16, 2002 

Aspen  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  •  Aspen  Grove  Church  Rd.  •  Fountain,  NC 

Registration:  9:30  am  Convention  Convenes:  10:OOam 

The  convention  will  conclude  with  lunch  served  by  the  host  church. 
Join  us  for  a  day  of: 

•  Christian  growth  with... Theme  "Amazing  Grace." 

•  Excitement  with... Sword  Drill  Competition  including 
Primary,  Junior,  Intermediate,  and  Adult  Levels. 

The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  League  has  a  wonderful  legacy  to  pass  on  to 
all  Christian  soldiers.  Take  time  out  of  your  schedule  to  visit  with  us  on  March 
16  at  Aspen  Grove  Church  to  discover  how  this  legacy  can  benefit  your  Chris- 
tian training  for  the  battlefield  of  this  world  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Contact:  Becky  Jo  Sumner 
Promotional  Secretary 
450  NC561  East  •  Ahoskie,  NC  27910  •  (252)  332-6810 


Sunday  School  Class  Enjoys  Camp  Vandemere  Hospitality 


by  Mary  H.  Fillingame 

T he  Adult  Bible  Sunday  School 
Class  of  the  Juniper  Chapel  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Vanceboro,  NC,  enjoyed  their  Christmas 
Dinner  at  Camp  Vandemere  on  Monday 
night,  December  10. 

A  delicious  seafood  meal  consisting 
of  fish,  shrimp,  oysters  and  all  of  the 
trimmings,  was  served  to  38  members 
and  invited  guests.  Following  the  din- 
ner, gifts  were  presented  to  the  Rev. 
Mike  Scott,  teacher  of  the  class,  and  to 


Miss  Velma  Morris,  assistant  teacher. 
Words  of  appreciation  were  expressed 
to  the  teachers  for  their  dedication  and 
loyalty  to  the  class.  Before  ending  the 
enjoyable  evening,  a  Christmas  carol 
sing-a-long  was  held. 

Juniper  Chapel  looks  forward  to  uti- 
lizing Camp  Vandemere  for  future 
events  and  activities.  Thanks  to  the  Rev. 
Mike  Williams  and  wife,  Linda,  for  a 
great  evening.  ❖ 


Smyrna  Church 
Celebrates  New  Year 

Smyrna  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  (Cape  Fear  Conference) 
celebrated  the  New  Year  with  a 
black-eye  pea  supper,  followed  by  a 
music-filled  praise  and  worship  service. 

In  the  opening  portion  of  the  service, 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ronnie  Hayes, 
brought  a  short  message  based  on  "Be- 
ginnings." 

A  special  music  service  was  under  the 
direction  of  Rodney  Wood,  Vance  Wade, 
Dwain  Allen,  which  included  selections 
by  The  Three  Plus,  and  Danny  and  Jus- 
tin Allen. 

Amber  Wood  and  Laura  Parker,  who 
had  represented  the  church  at  the  State 
Annual  Singing  Convention  and  won 
the  junior  duet  contest,  sang  several  se- 
lections. 

Kay  Tart  sang  Dusty  Road,  and  indi- 
vidual testimonies  and /or  resolutions 
were  made  during  the  musical  break.  At 
midnight  the  congregation  sang  Where 
He  Leads  Me,  and  gathered  at  the  altar 
for  a  midnight  prayer.  ❖ 


Churches  &  Ministers 
Available 


Note  :  This  column  is  provided,  when  needed,  for 
any  church  tlwt  is  seeking  a  pastor  and  for  any 
minister  who  is  seeking  a  church  to  serve  and  would 
like  to  give  such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary 
information  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist. " 
(Each  notice  will  run  for  two  issues  only.) 

Sneads  Ferry  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church— P.  O.  Box  1001,  Sneads 
Ferry,  NC  28460,  is  seeking  a  pastor.  Our 
church  has  services  three  times  per 
week  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
hearing  from  someone  soon.  Interested 
applicants  may  contact  Gloria  Howard 
at  (910)  329-0093.  ❖ 

Greg  Nethercutt — a  licensed  minister 
of  the  Central  Conference  is  available 
for  pastoral  supply  on  Sunday  eve- 
nings. He  may  be  contacted  by  phone 
at  (252)  524-0272.  ❖ 

The  Rev.  Swade  Benson — 6360  Little 
Creek  Road,  Clayton,  NC  27520,  is  avail- 
able for  pastoral  service.  He  may  be  con- 
tacted by  phone  at  252-553-4837.  ❖ 


Cape  Fear  Conference  Union 
Meeting 

The  Cape  Fear  Union  will  con- 
vene on  March  16,  2002,  10:00 
am,  with  Yelverton  Grove 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  lo- 
cated on  Yelverton  Grove  Road, 
Smithfield,  NC.  The  Rev.  Joseph 
Ballance  will  bring  the  message. 

Easter  weekend  falls  on  the  fifth 
weekend,  therefore,  the  Union  Execu- 
tive committee  decided  it  would  be 
better  to  have  the  Union  on  March  16, 
2002. 

All  church's  are  encouraged  to  at- 
tend. ❖ 


Notes  of  Thanks 

"I  wish  to  thank  all  the  individuals 
and  churches  that  remembered  me  dur- 
ing the  Christmas  season.  A  special 
thanks  for  your  prayers  and  kindness." 
Kay  Jones,  Retirement  Homes  Resident, 
Ayden,  NC.  ❖ 

"I  wish  to  thank  the  churches,  Sun- 
day schools,  Auxiliaries,  and  friends  in 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia  for  all  your 
gifts,  cards,  letters,  and  prayers  during 
the  Christmas  season,  2001.  I  will  con- 
tinue to  think  of  you  often  with  much 
love,  many  prayers,  and  many  thanks." 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Morris,  500  Pickwick  Trail, 
#248,  Durham,  NC  27704.  ❖ 
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are  coming  soon! 

Friday,  March  8, 7:30  pm  •  Saturday,  March  9, 10:00  am 
at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  Ayden,  NC 

The  representative  from  Standard  will  do  the  workshops.  Other  VBS 
themes  will  also  be  available.  They  include  Starter  Kits  and  ordering  in- 
formation on:  Group's,  Bug  Safari;  Gospel  Light's,  SonCanyon  River  Ad- 
venture; Concordia's,  Godzwerkus  Circus  School;  David  C.  Cook's,  Cruisin' 
the  Amazing  Amazon,  and  Veggie  Tales',  Jonah,  An  Overboard  Adventure. 
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Christian 
Art  Review 

by  Rev.  Michael  Warning 


In  many  old 
buildings 
there  are  odd  con- 
structions. One 
such  odd  construc- 
tion is  squinch. 
What  is  a  squinch? 
A  squinch  is  a 
small  triangular  or- 
namented structure  to  carry  some  of  the 
superstructure  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
building.  The  ornamentation  for  this 
squinch  at  Ponta  Delgada,  Azores,  is  a 
painting  of  Jerome  (ad  340-420). 

Jerome  was  a  great  Biblical  scholar 
who  produced  a  translation  of  the  Bible 
into  Latin  known  as  the  Latin  Vulgate 
ad  405.  Jerome  also  wrote  a  history  in 
the  390s  of  famous  Christian  men  which 
includes  135  biographies.  Jerome  was  a 
major  Christian  scholar  of  the  fourth 
century;  thus,  this  painting  depicts 
Jerome  with  a  book  and  a  pen. 

Artistic  Style 

This  small  painting  within  the  struc- 
ture of  a  Baroque  church  is  in  a  style  of 
the  Renaissance.  This  fresco  shows  the 
watery  nature  of  the  paint  in  the  green- 
ish-blue sky  which  is  the  background 
and  the  contrasting  earth  colors  which 
form  the  body  and  clothing  of  Jerome. 

Jerome  in  his  old  age,  balding  and 
with  a  long  beard,  his  head  supported 
by  his  arm  and  hand,  looks  straight  at 
us  in  the  same  way  a  witness  might  in  a 
court  of  law  when  he  is  speaking  the 
truth.  His  right  hand  is  resting  upon  his 
knee  as  if  for  a  moment  he  is  pausing 
from  the  labor  of  his  translation.  His  in- 
tention is  to  continue  this  great  schol- 


Source:  Christian  art  of  St.  Jerome  in  Ponta  Delgada,  Island  of  Sao  Miguel,  Azores. 


arly  work.  The  presence  of  the  pen  re- 
flects his  promise  to  continue  to  write, 
for  this  is  only  a  momentary  pause. 

The  depiction  of  the  figure,  the  cloth- 
ing, and  the  frozen  gesture  is  clearly 
within  the  tradition  of  the  murals  of  the 
Renaissance. 

Symbolism 

Symbolically  the  important  message 
is  the  pause  and  the  promise.  Here  we  see 
his  determination  to  continue  in  the 
work  just  as  each  generation  to  follow 
must  continue  in  the  process  of  scholar- 


ship, understanding,  and  inspiration  of 
the  Scripture.  The  painting  is  an  invita- 
tion for  each  of  us  to  pause  and  to  re- 
flect upon  the  tradition  of  scholarship 
which  gives  us  a  framework  of  inspira- 
tion. 

Conclusion 

Often  important  messages  of  Chris- 
tian faith  and  perseverance  can  be 
found  in  the  form  of  unlikely  people  and 
in  unlikely  places  such  is  the  message 
in  this  Azorian  squinch.  ❖ 
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Information  Concerning  Articles  for  Publication 


The  editorial  staff  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  is  always  ready  to  help  you  get 
your  news  items  and  articles  published.  Following  are  some  suggestions  for 
making  the  process  easier. 


1.  Type  all  copy,  (please,  no  handwritten).  Use  8  1  /2  x  11  inch  paper. 

2.  Keep  a  copy  of  material  (include  your  phone  number  so  the  staff  may  call 
if  there  are  questions  about  your  copy). 

3.  Indicate  the  title  of  the  article  approximately  two  inches  from  the  top  of  the 
page.  Leave  an  inch  and  a  half  at  the  top  of  each  succeeding  page,  and  for 
the  convenience  of  editing,  please  number  succeeding  pages.  Type  on  only 
one  side  of  the  paper.  Please  do  not  type  in  all  caps. 

4.  Leave  a  margin  of  at  least  one  inch  on  both  sides  of  the  paper. 

5.  Write  no  more  than  one  article  to  a  page. 

6.  Clip  pages  together,  using  a  paper  clip.  Do  not  staple  pages. 

7.  Read,  reread,  and  correct  your  own  copy. 

8.  Observe  and  practice  the  proper  rules  of  grammar  and  punctuation. 

9.  Prepare  your  articles  and  report  as  far  in  advance  as  possible.  Articles  for 
publication  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  editor  by  the  fifth  of  the  month 
proceeding  the  date  of  publication.  (Example:  Items  for  the  February  issue 
must  be  in  by  the  fifth  of  January,  etc.) 

10.  Photos  will  not  be  returned  unless  requested  and  only  when  returned  post- 
age is  provided.  Do  not  use  tape  on  the  photos  or  write  directly  on  the  back 
of  the  pictures. 

11 .  Feature  articles  should  be  limited  to  no  more  than  six  double-spaced,  typed 
pages. 

12.  Registration  forms  will  be  printed  in  no  more  than  two  issues,  and  only 
one  unless  requested  to  do  so. 

13.  Full-page  announcements  will  be  printed  in  only  two  issues.  If  more  than 
two  printings  are  necessary,  it  will  be  reduced  to  one  or  two  columns. 

14.  Please  do  not  send  camera-ready  articles.  It  is  better  if  we  set  material  in 
our  own  style,  etc. 

15.  Please  remember  that  the  editor  makes  the  final  decision  as  to  whether  an 
article  should  be  published  or  not.  Articles  and  items  that  are  not  dated, 
may  be  printed  in  a  later  issue. 

16.  Send  articles  to:  The  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden, 
NC  28513-0159. 

17.  If  you  would  like  to  E-mail  your  copy  to  us,  please  contact  C.  H.  Overman, 
Editor,  at  ch@fwbpress.com. 


We  express  our  appreciation  to  the  churches  and  individuals  who  provide  us 
with  the  news  items  and  articles  for  publication.  You  are  helping  us  to  record  a 
history  of  our  denomination.  Please  keep  up  the  good  work.  We  will  do  our  part 
to  serve  you  through  the  pages  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


□  Yes!  I  want  to  stay  informed.  Please  LJ  begin  or  LJ  renew  my  subscription  now. 
D  1  year  (12  issues)  $12.78  Please  send  me  information  about: 

□  Gift  Subscriptions  □  Bundle  Plan  (for  churches) 

_J  Every-Family  Plan  (for  churches) 


2  years  (24  issues)  $23.96 
□  4  years  (48  issues)  $46.86 


Prices  includes  North 
Carolina  sales  tax. 
Residents  of  other 
states  pay  $12.00, 
$22.50,  and  $44.00 
respectively  (plus 
sales  tax  where  it 
applies). 


Mail  This  Form  With  Payment  /  Inquiries  To: 

Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159  •  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159 


Name  (please  print) 

Address  

City  

Church  


State 


Zip 
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DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2006 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM    NC  27706 


When  I  was  a  teenager, 
I  would  go  to  church  camp 
at  Cragmont  near  Black  Mountain 
in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
of  North  Carolina  ...so  begins 
the  introduction  of  a  new  book 


God  Sightings: 
Discovering  God  in  Everyday  Life 

by  B  ass  Mitchell 

Published  by  Abingdon  Press/ Cokesbury,  it's  a  collection 
of  stories,  many  set  in  North  Carolina,  much  like  his  first 
book,  In  Every  Blade  of  Rustling  Grass. 


Both  books  can  be  purchased  at 
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Ayden  Bible  and  Bookstore 

Kinston  Bible  and  Bookstore 

811  N.  Lee  St. 

123  N.  Queen  St. 

Ayden,  NC  28513 

Kinston,  NC  28501 

Phone:  252-746-6128 

Phone:  252-527-2843 

Toll  Free:  800-849-3927 

Toll  Free:  800-875-8049 

Wilson  Bible  and  Bookstore 

New  Bern  Bible  and  Bookstore 

2800  B-4  Raleigh  Rd. 

1232  S.  Glenburnie  Rd. 

Gateway  Plaza 

Glenburnie  Plaza 

Wilson,  NC  27986 

New  Bern,  NC  28562 

Phone:  252-243-4983 

Phone:  252-638-6193 

Toll  Free:  800-875-4175 

Toll  Free:  800-875-8048 

Editor's 


s  i  %3  €,ji  '"■ 


Ihis  #  jn 


I  "Think"  I  Have  Learned  Some  Things 
About  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


August  of  this  year  will  mark  my  fiftieth  year  as 
an  ordained  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  minister. 

  It  doesn't  seem  possible,  but  here  I  am  about  to 

join  the  ranks  of  other  of  my  minister  friends  who  have 
already  passed  that  milestone.  What  a  journey  it  has  been, 
and  continues  to  be. 

My  ordination  service  took  place  at  Holly  Springs 
Church,  Kenly,  NC,  in  August  of  1952  during  a  Union 
Meeting.  I  was  only  21  years  old  and  newly  married.  I 
don't  remember  the  details  of  that  service,  but  I  do  re- 
member receiving  a  nice  Scofield  Bible  which  I  still  have 
in  some  of  those  things  I  have  kept.  I  no  longer  use  it 
because  of  its  worn  condition.  Two  months  later,  on  Oc- 
tober 31,  my  wife  and  I  moved  in  the  parsonage  at  Co- 
lumbia, NC,  which  was  owned  by  the  first  three  churches 
that  I  served— Sound  Side,  Malachi's  Chapel,  and  Gum 
Neck.  The  membership  of  these  three  churches  reached 
from  one  end  of  the  county  to  the  other.  During  those 
two  years,  I  met  and  became  acquainted  with  a  lot  of 
people,  and  Free  Will  Baptists  in  particular.  Those  people, 
whom  I  came  to  dearly  love,  were  people  of  patience 
and  understanding  toward  this  young  minister.  With- 
out realizing  it,  they  helped  me  in  ways  they  did  not  re- 
alize. Sometimes  it  was  in  the  form  of  advice  and  coun- 
sel. Sometimes  I  was  criticized  (but  not  often),  but  above 
all  else,  they  loved  and  cared  for  us.  They  became  a  part 
of  our  lives  and  in  one  way  or  another  helped  to  shape 
my  life  and  prepare  me  for  other  avenues  of  service  that 
I  had  never  imagined. 

During  these  almost  fifty  years  in  pastoral  and  denomi- 
national ministry,  I  have  become  acquainted  with  many 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  I  have  visited  in  many  of  their 
homes,  eaten  at  their  tables,  performed  weddings  for 
them,  visited  them  in  the  hospitals,  and  conducted  many 
of  their  funerals.  I  have  come  to  know  a  people  with  vari- 
ous backgrounds  and  a  people  with  firm  convictions  of 
right  and  wrong,  a  people  who  seek  the  truth  and  will 
stand  upon  that  truth,  and  a  generous  people  who  will 
rally  in  support  of  a  just  cause  and  will  pray  for  and  give 
to  such  a  cause. 

I  have  visited  many  of  our  churches,  attended  many 
conferences  and  conventions,  sat  in  on  many  denomina- 
tional boards  and  committees,  and  attended  a  number 
of  seminars  and  workshops.  Involvement  in  this  man- 
ner has  helped  me  to  more  fully  appreciate  and  under- 


stand Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  I'm  wondering,  how- 
ever, if  I  know  as  much  now  as  I  thought  I  knew  thirty, 
forty,  or  fifty  years  ago.  The  truth  is  that  we  must  never 
cease  to  learn. 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Griffin,  one  of  our  revered  and  leading 
ministers  of  a  few  decades  ago,  in  writing  in  his  "Notes 
and  Quotes"  column  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist  in  the  Sep- 
tember 6, 1961  issue,  wrote:  "I  am  finding  out  more  and 
more  about  Free  Will  Baptists,  after  51  years  of  pastoral 
and  evangelistic  service  for  my  Lord."  At  this  point  and 
time  in  my  life  I,  like  Brother  Griffin,  am  finding  out  more 
and  more  about  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  but  I  have 
already  learned  some  things. 

I've  learned  that  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  proud 
of  their  doctrine  and  I  think  they  are  familiar  with  the  ba- 
sic tenets  of  our  beliefs,  that  they  possess  a  firm  conviction 
to  stand  fast  upon  them,  for  they  are  Biblically  based.  We 
realize  that  there  are  different  views  pertaining  to  certain 
doctrinal  issues,  that  there  is  room  for  some  variations  in 
certain  of  our  doctrinal  views  (eschatology  is  an  example). 
Granted,  there  was  a  time  when  I  thought  all  Free  Will 
Baptists  held  the  same  views,  but  I  have  heard  discussions 
among  our  ministers  that  indicate  otherwise. 

I  have  also  learned  something  about  our  customs  and 
traditions,  that  we  are  basically  a  conservative  people, 
but  not  too  sectarian.  We  hold  customs  and  beliefs  that 
have  molded  us  and  made  us  what  we  are.  We  do  not 
change  easily  and  only  when  we  have  concluded  that  j 
change  is  needed.  (We  do  live  in  an  ever-changing  soci-  j 
ety,  but  truth  does  not  change.) 

I  have  learned  that  there  are  certain  ways  of  doing 
things  that  are  peculiar  to  us  as  a  denomination.  Our  de- 
nominational structure  has  served  us  well  in  its  demo- 
cratic procedures  and  practices.  While  we  have  chosen 
to  grant  certain  authority  to  our  duly-elected  conference 
officials,  our  churches  govern  and  regulate  their  own  in- 
ternal affairs  and  the  Conference  always  stands  ready  to 
lend  a  helping  hand.  We  have  chosen  to  elect  boards  to 
regulate  our  ministries.  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  do 
not  like  any  hint  of  control  or  manipulation.  We  believe 
in  working  together  for  the  common  good  of  all,  and  es-  | 
pecially  for  the  advancement  of  His  divine  kingdom. 

I  am  grateful  to  be  a  part  of  this  denomination  that  has 
given  me  many  opportunities  to  serve  Him,  and  all  the 
while  learning  more  about  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  ❖ 
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by  Carolyn  F.  fernigan,  Compiler  and  Interviewer 


Right:  Tlie  Rez>.  Jeff  Scarboroi  igh 
ami  Mr.  Dumas  H.  Dawson,  Sr., 
April  12,1981,48  years  as  treasurer. 
Far  Right:  Tlw  Rez>.  Jesse  Fulcher 
presents  certificate  to  Mr.  Dumas 
H.  Daivson,  Sr.,  November  18, 
2001. 


SHADY  GROVE 

ORONAL  FREE  WILL  SAPTiST  CHURCH 


WE  HONOR  DUMAS  OAWSON 

TREASURER  i 933 -2001 


T 


oday,  we  honor  a  man  who  has  been  faithful,  dependable, 
and  honest  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man. 
As  his  family  name  denotes,  the  "Dawson"  family  came  from 
England  and  dates  back  to  1584.  There  is  no  recorded  date  as  to 
their  first  arrival  in  America.  It  must  have  been  very  early  be- 
cause a  man  from  this  family  fought  in  the  American  Revolu- 
tionary War  in  1776. 


Shady  Grove  Church  Marquee 


They  settled  in  Virginia.  Their  main 
occupations  were  hat  makers,  ministers, 
doctors,  engineers  and  successful  busi- 
nessmen. Scripture  Micah  6:8  "He  hath 
shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good;  and  what 
doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly, 
and  to  love  mercy  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
thy  God?" 


On  March  1,  1909,  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  Jo- 
seph Washington  Dawson  (former  Betty 
McLamb)  became  parents  of  Dumas 
Haldene  Dawson.  To  follow  were  the 
siblings  named  Joseph  Mac,  Norvell 
Ruskin,  Mafalda,  Norma,  Annie  Dale, 
and  Doris.  This  family  enjoyed  each 
other  and  played  games  such  as  Jack 
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and  marbles,  any  kind  of  ball,  soccer, 
and  kick  ball. 

So  creative  was  Dumas  that  he  made 
a  wagon  out  of  black  gum  wood  and  cut 
the  wheels  from  gum  lumber.  This 
wagon  lasted  several  years. 
They  made  their  own  toys, 
such  as  bean  shooters, 
and  played  with  each 
other. 

When  he  was  six 
years  old,  he  and 
Mafalda  would  walk 
to    Shady  Grove 
School  about  two  and 
one-half  miles  every 
day.  At  school,  he 
played  the  games  of 
basketball  and  volleyball. 
The  school  burned  before 
he  graduated  but  he  did 
graduate  in  1927. 

Under  the  revival  services  of  the  Rev. 
Simon  Styron  of  Pine  Level,  NC,  on  July 
21,  1821,  he  gave  his  heart  to  the  Lord. 
He  was  baptized  in  the  creek  hole  in 
front  of  the  present-day  church  where  a 
mill  house  was  located.  It  later  washed 
away  and  Wilson's  Mill  Pond  (now 
Sinclair  Lake)  became  the  baptismal 
place. 

Men  were  encouraged  to  go  to  college 
more  than  women  in  those  days,  but 
Dumas  and  Mafalda  went  off  to  college. 
Dumas  attended  NC  State  University. 
He  stayed  home  for  one  year  after 
graduation  to  save  his  money  to  attend. 
He  lived  in  the  dorm  the  first  year.  The 
second  year  his  money  gave  out.  So  the 
third  year  he  stayed  with  a  nice  family 
in  Raleigh,  NC,  and  took  care  of  their 
two  children.  He  played  games,  read  to 
them  and  disciplined  them  as  if  they 
were  his  own.  This  baby  sitting  helped 
pay  for  room  and  board  the  third  year 
in  college. 

Then  as  matters  worsened  financially, 
he  came  home  to  work  on  the  family 
farm.  Due  to  the  depression,  many 
young  men  and  women  were  denied 
their  postsecondary  education. 

About  this  time  a  young  petite  lady 
named  Ethel  Lockamy,  daughter  of 
Ernie  B.  and  Mittie  Smith  Lockamy, 
caught  his  eye.  They  courted  and  were 
married  on  October  22,-1934,  in 
Bennettsville,  SC.  Being  newlyweds, 


they  lived  with  his  parents  while  their 
home  was  being  built  a  few  hundred 
yards  down  the  road  that  now  is  named 
for  the  Dawson  Family. 

Frances  Lee  Dawson  was  born  Janu- 
ary 19,  1936,  in  the  Dawson  home 
place.  In  the  spring  of  1936,  the 
family  moved  into  their  new 
home.  Betty  Sue  was  born 
on  May  10,1937,  in  their 
new  home.  The  baby 
brother,  Dumas  Haldene 
Dawson  Jr.,  was  born  in 
Dunn  Hospital  August 
28, 1941.  By  this  time,  the 
women  were  going  to  the 
hospitals  to  give  birth. 
When  did  Dumas  be- 
come treasurer?  The  Rev. 
Herman      Wooten  was 
pastoring  the  church  in  1933. 
Dumas  had  gone  to  Clinton  to  eat 
Sunday  lunch  with  family.  Upon  return- 
ing home,  he  stopped  at  Mr.  Willie 
Jackson's  home.  Mr.  Jackson  informed 
him  that  he  was  nominated  and  con- 
firmed as  the  new  treasurer  of  Shady 
Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  that  day. 
Mr.  Kirby  West  had  resigned  after  thirty- 
three  years  in  this  position.  Mr.  Willie 


Shady  Grove  Church  1961 

Jackson  gave  him  eighty-two  cents  and 
told  him  the  church  budget  was  about 
$700.00  a  year.  The  order  for  handling 
the  money  was  as  follows. 

The  finance  committee  was  composed 
of  Mrs.  Ruby  Stewart,  Mr.  Kirby  West, 
Mrs.  Betty  Dawson  and  Mr.  Dumas 
Dawson.  This  committee  received  the 


church  offerings,  and  it  had  a  clerk  that 
would  make  a  receipt  for  the  money, 
hand  it  over  to  Dumas  who  had  to  re- 
ceipt it  also. 

Remember  at  this  time,  money  was 
scarce  and  times  wrere  hard  so  every  cent 
counted.  When  he  would  receive  so 
much  change,  Dumas  would  stop  at  the 
corner  grocery  and  exchange  the  change 
for  dollar  bills.  The  treasurer  paid  the 
preacher. 

The  Sunday  School  money  was  used 
to  pay  the  light  bill  and  literature.  One 
light  bill  was  for  $2.48  for  a  month.  Later, 
a  building  fund,  was  begun  by  Bill 
Miles,  for  church  growth  projects.  As 
tight  as  money  was,  Shady  Grove  as- 
sisted in  many  ways,  financial  and 
project  wise,  to  the  following  churches: 
Wooten's  Chapel,  Palmer  Memorial, 
Symrna,  and  various  mission  churches. 

Now  back  to  his  family.  As  his  chil- 
dren were  growing  up,  they  remember 
having  to  wait  for  their  daddy  to  count 
the  money  after  church  before  going 
home.  Mrs.  Ethel  Dawson  never  com- 
plained and  always  had  Sunday  lunch 
planned  ahead  for  she  was  an  excellent 
cook.  Mr.  Dumas  told  me  that  some  Sun- 
days it  did  not  take  long  to  count  the 
money,  but  home- 
comings were  dif- 
ferent. 

The  three  chil- 
dren graduated 
from  high  school 
and  continued  their 
education  in  col- 
leges of  their 
choices.  They  gave 
their  hearts  to  the 
[  Lord,  and  seeing 
them  baptized  was 
a  highlight  in  his 
life  he  said. 

While  interview- 
ing Mr.  Dumas,  he 
related  several 
things  that  were  in 
our  church  history  and  we  will  share 
them  now. 

Our  first  church  building  was  a  white 
wooden  structure  with  heaters  in  the  cor- 
ners. In  the  1940s  the  young  adult  Sun- 
day school  class  wanted  to  build  a  shel- 
ter and  a  furnace  for  cookouts.  Mr. 
Marvin  Wooten  said  it  was  a  goat  shel- 
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ter.  Either  referring  that  he  liked  it  or  did 
not  like  it.  But  this  was  the  beginning  of 
our  present-day  Fellowship  Hall  that  we 
would  enjoy  later. 

From  1950  to  1953,  Dalma  West  and 
other  volunteers  offered  free  labor  to 
build  walls  and  block  the  building.  The 
furnace  was  torn  out  and  the  kitchen  was 
build.  A  new  parsonage  was  built  with 
lumber  from  Ft.  Bragg  barracks  that  were 
being  torn  down.  This  building  was  com- 
pleted in  1956  with  1800  square  feet  and 
costing  $15,000.00  then,  but  to  replace  to- 
day would  be  over  $100,000.00.  The  par- 
sonage was  occupied  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Clarence  Bowen  and  son  Jeff.  He  re- 
ceived $65.00  a  week  salary. 

In  1959,  after  a  November  prayer  meet- 
ing, someone  smelled  smoke.  The  church 
caught  fire  due  to  a  faulty  furnace. 
The  oil  flowed  into  the  duct  work 
and  fire  spread  quickly.  The  church 
had  to  be  repaired  and  Mr.  Rupert 
Warren  did  the  work.  Our  church 
was  updated  with  a  bathrooms  for 
men  and  women,  baptistry,  front 
porch,  and  was  bricked. 

The  1960s  brought  out  the  dili- 
gence of  this  congregation  to  pay  off 
these  incurred  debts  due  to  misfor- 
tune or  blessing.  Our  Church  was  . 
rebuilt  better  and  larger  than  before 
the  misfortune  of  the  fire.  The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Walter  Reynolds  and  fam- 
ily moved  into  the  parsonage  to  be- 
gin their  stay  at  Shady  Grove.  Our 
church  grew  spiritually  and  numeri- 
cally. 

By  the  1970s,  our  budget  included 
support  for  all  the  denominational 
enterprises  and  a  budget  increase. 
The  Rev.  Bobby  Bazen,  pastor,  was 
receiving  $540.00  a  month  at  this 
time.  Cleaning  lady,  Mrs.  Catherine 

SI 

Hudson  was  receiving  $150.00  a 
quarter  to  clean  our  church.  Can't  you 
see  her  now  with  that  long-handled 
broom  sweeping  down  spider  webs  on 
the  front  porch! 

The  Rev.  Joe  Barrow  was  our  in- 
terim pastor  for  eight  months  in  1972. 
His  salary  was  $375.00  a  month  be- 
cause his  wife  was  working  as  a 
teacher  in  the  county  school  system. 
He  was  very  health  conscious  and 
would  ride  a  bike  over  the  church 
communities.  He  later  served  as  a  mis- 


sionary to  Africa  and  died  in  July  of 
1999. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Jones,  Sr.  was  our  pas- 
tor from  1973-1974.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Cedric  Pierce  served  Shady  Grove  dur- 
ing 1974-1976.  His  salary  was  $100.00  a 
week  due  to  teaching  at  Sampson  Com- 
munity College.  Later,  he  taught  at  the 
Bible  Institute  at  Pine  Level. 

In  the  1980s,  we  began  a  decade  of 
reaching  out.  The  Rev.  Jeff  Scarborough, 
Ruth,  and  Anita  were  living  in  the  par- 
sonage. We  began  a  radio  ministry  that 
reached  shut-ins  throughout  the  area. 
The  deacons  were  responsible  to  take  the 
tapes  to  the  station  before  one  o'clock  pm, 
so  it  could  be  aired.  Mr.  Ermon  Godwin 
was  faithful  to  record  the  service  each 
Sunday.  We  paid  $375.00  a  month  for  this 


Mr.  Dnrnas  Damson,  Sr.  and  Mr.  Kirby  Wesi  former 
rer  in  1946. 

tape  to  be  broadcast.  It  later  went  to 
$400.00  a  month.  We  became  involved 
with  the  youth  in  Bible  Bowl,  youth  ral- 
lies, and  state  meetings.  A  church  bus  was 
purchased  for  travel  to  these  events. 

In  the  decade  of  the  1990s  we  found 
our  ministry  support  had  increased.  Joe 
and  Jincy  Wilson  gave  the  church  a  van 
to  be  used  for  youth  and  general  church 
activities.  Many  times  of  Christian  fel- 
lowship and  fun  was  shared  by  those 
who  rode  in  it. 


trea 


The  Rev.  Ray  Taylor,  Professor  of  Psy- 
chology from  Mount  Olive  College  was 
interim  pastor  for  several  months. 

Then  in  1992-1996,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Mike  Ledbetter  served  Shady  Grove 
Church.  When  they  moved  in,  the  par- 
sonage had  been  repainted  and  refur- 
bished for  this  family.  During  this  time, 
our  church  voted  to  pay  the  pastor 's  hos- 
pitalization insurance. 

In  1996,  the  Rev.  Cedric  Pierce  was  our 
interim  pastor  again.  He  stayed  in  the 
parsonage  only  on  weekends  due  to 
health  concerns. 

In  1997,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Fulcher 
and  family  came  to  Shady  Grove  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church.  Under  God's  direc- 
tion and  his  leadership,  we  are  growing 
into  a  loving,  spiritually  fed  community. 
Our  church  is  now  feeding  the 
Bulgarian  children  for  two  years. 
Our  denominational  support  has 
again  increased.  Our  youth  have 
a  full-time  Wednesday  and  Sun- 
day night  youth  program.  We  are 
looking  for  a  full-time  youth  pas- 
tor at  the  present. 

Our  church  has  responded  to 
benevolent  needs  in  our  local 
communities  and  surrounding 
communities  by  sending  mon- 
etary donations  or  assisting  in  spe- 
cific projects. 

Tribute 

His  two  daughters,  Frances 
Norris,  Betty  Lee,  and  sister-in- 
law,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Dawson,  gave  a 
testimony  to  Mr.  Dumas 
Dawson's  life. 

Summary 

Mr.  Dumas  Dawson,  you  have 
been  involved  in  all  these  previous 
decades  of  church  work.  You  be- 
gan with  a  $700.00  budget  that  has  grown 
to  a  $142,907.19  budget.  You  have  adapted 
well  to  the  changes  better  than  most 
church  members.  You  have  been  willing 
to  question  the  why  and  how  of  the  bud- 
get to  improve  our  ministry  in  our  local 
church.  You  have  always  been  punctual 
and  dependable  in  your  dealings  with  our 
church  and  denominational  affairs.  Your 
ledger  book  is  our  church  history,  penned 
in  your  handwriting.  The  first  thirty  pages 

continued  on  page  8 
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A  Life  of  Sacrifice — A  Wall  Of  Honor 


by  Elaine  Swinson 


T|  here  are  two  ways  of 
spreading  light:  to  be  the 
candle  or  the  mirror  that  reflects 

it — Edith  Warton. 

A  humble  farmer  and  carpenter  and 
his  devoted  wife  lived  quietly  in  a  com- 
munity filled  with  family  and  friends. 
Each  morning  they  arose  to  make  their 
daily  contribution  of  service  to  those 
who  touched  their  lives,  with 
no  expectation  of  reward  or  no- 
toriety. Their  dreams  were  spun 
in  a  web  surrounding  the  suc- 
cesses and  failures  of  their  four 
children  with  little  care  about 
themselves.  God  fearing  and  re- 
spectable, they  gently  but 
firmly  guided  their  offspring 
down  the  path  of  church  going 
and  learning  right  from  wrong. 
Their  existence  commanded  no 
more  attention  than  the  drop  of 
a  pebble  in  the  river  of  life. 

In  the  midst  of  this  idyllic  af- 
fair, God,  with  the  stroke  of  His 
mighty  Hand,  touched  the 
hearts  of  Luther  and  Peanie 
Swinson  and  beckoned  them 
into  service  for  the  King,  shat- 
tering forever  the  simplicity  of 
life  for  them  and  their  family.  Limited 
education  and  lack  of  funds  became 
strong  adversaries  as  this  couple  em- 
barked hand-in-hand  in  their  quest  to 
serve  their  Lord.  Taken  from  the  famil- 
iar surroundings  that  had  protected 
them  from  birth,  they  marched  out  into 
the  world  with  their  heads  held  high. 
Wrapped  only  in  a  blanket  of  faith,  the 
storms  of  life  began  to  batter  them  on 
the  right  and  left,  but  failed  to  take  them 
captive  with  their  fierce  attacks. 

As  the  years  sped  by,  Luther  and 
Peanie  climbed  to  the  mountain  tops 
when  their  works  led  to  the  salvation  of 
lost  souls  and  crashed  into  the  valley 
when  their  attempts  failed.  God  gave 
the  call  for  them  to  serve  Lanier's 
Chapel,  Saints  Delight,  Cabin,  Pleasant 
Hill,  Verona,  Long  Ridge,  Angola,  and 


Plymouth  First  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Churches  and  the  Wilmington  and 
Leland  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Mis- 
sions. Each  church  they  served  received 
the  best  they  had  to  offer,  because  they 
gave  everything  they  had. 

Sleepless  nights  and  long  days  be- 
came the  benchmark  of  their  everyday 
existence  as  they  devoted  themselves  to 
the  work  of  the  Lord. 


Above:  The  Rev.  Luther  and  Peanie  Swinson  with  the  Rev.  David 
Charles  Hansley. 

Their  mistakes  taught  them  humility 
and  honesty,  while  their  achievements 
gave  them  encouragement  to  face  the 
next  day.  Wisdom  and  happiness  were 
accrued  a  little  at  a  time  from  their  in- 
volvement in  the  life-changing  events 
affecting  their  church  members.  These 
experiences  made  them  more  deter- 
mined than  ever  to  present  the  Word  of 
God  to  those  walking  in  the  joy  of  the 
Lord  and  those  journeying  in  the  dark- 
ness of  sin. 

Sunshine  floated  in  and  out  of  their 
lives  as  they  made  lifelong  friends,  bap- 
tized those  who  received  Christ  into 
their  lives,  joined  couples  in  marriage, 
and  celebrated  the  birth  of  their  babies. 
The  warmth  of  God's  touch  was  always 
present  inside  their  hearts. 

Each  one  of  their  four  children — Neta 


Merle,  Harold,  Linda  Ann,  and  Alicia — 
gave  their  hearts  to  God  and  became 
ambassadors  for  Christ  in  their  respec- 
tive homes  and  churches.  Harold,  fol- 
lowing his  father's  footsteps,  became  an 
ordained  minister.  He  and  his  wife, 
Elaine,  (who  was  her  father-in-law's  first 
convert)  having  learned  well  from  the 
examples  presented  to  them,  are  enthu- 
siastically serving  the  Lord  at  Free 
Union  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pinetown,  NC.  Linda  Ann 
and  Alicia  dedicated  a  great  deal 
of  their  lives  working  actively  in 
the  various  ministries  of  their  re- 
spective churches  in  addition  to 
those  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination. 

The  lessons  learned  from  their 
parents  continue  to  guide  them  in 
each  of  their  endeavors  as  they  use 
their  talents  to  serve  Christ.  Before 
her  death,  Neta  Merle  took  her 
place  among  her  siblings  in  giving 
her  heart  to  God  and  her  hands  and 
feet  to  His  service.  The  use  of  her 
musical  ability  personified  her  true 
dedication  to  her  Lord. 

As  Luther  and  Peanie  enter  into 
the  autumn  years  of  their  lives, 
God  has  chosen  for  them  a  time  of 
reflection  on  the  years  they  have  given 
so  freely  for  His  service.  Their  ministry 
has  taken  on  a  new  dimension  as  they 
continue  serving  the  Lord  with  their 
smiles,  lively  discussions  about  God's 
influence  on  their  lives,  and  obvious  en- 
joyment in  hearing  the  word  of  God  spo- 
ken as  they  respond  with  hearty 
"amens"  and  sing  along  to  precious  old 
hymns.  Preacher  Luther  is  called  upon 
regularly  to  ask  God's  blessing  upon  the 
food  in  the  main  dining  room  in  their 
new  abode.  It  doesn't  matter  if  they 
sit  in  rocking  chairs  or  wheel  chairs, 
their  service  to  God  cannot  be  erased  or 
minimized  with  infirmities  or  the  num- 
ber of  years  they  have  spent  on  earth. 
Their  children,  with  their  deepest  love 
and  affection,  chose  to  honor  them  in 

continued  on  page  8 
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A  Life  of  Sacrifice — A  Wall  Of  Honor  continued 


Dumas  Dawson  Day) 

continued  from  page  6 

were  left  unwritten  upon,  so  he  may  trans- 
fer the  previous  thirty-three  years  records 
on  those  pages.  The  years  of  1933-2001, 
records  our  church  offerings,  expenses, 
and  denominational  contributions  for 
each  quarter  and  year. 

This  is  a  very  valuable  book!  This  has 
been  a  valuable  man  to  our  Lord,  church 
and  community.  His  crown  is  full  of  jew- 
els for  he  has  been  faithful  to  his  task  unto 
His  Lord.  May  God  continue  to  bless  you 
and  your  endeavors  to  serve  Him.  This  is 
your  day  "Mr.  Dumas  Haldene  Dawson," 
the  eighteenth  day  of  November,  2001. 
Come  to  receive  your  plaque. 

Conclusion 

Former  pastors  Walter  Reynolds  and 
Jeff  Scarborough  were  present.  They  came 
forward,  greeted  Mr.  Dawson  and  told 
him  he  was  the  best  treasurer  they  had 
ever  met. 

Phyllis  McLamb  sang  Thank  You,  and 
the  congregation  joined  in  on  the  last 
stanza  as  our  closing  tribute. 

A  pastoral  prayer  and  blessing  for  fel- 
lowship next  door  was  given  by  the  Rev 
Jesse  Fulcher.  Approximately  180  guest's 
enjoyed  this  great  celebration. 

(A  copy  of  this  shall  be  given  to  Mount  Olive 
College  for  the  Historical  Collection.  A  copy  shall 
he  printed  in  the  Tree  Will  Baptist  Paper  for  de- 
nominational interest.)  •♦♦ 


celebration  of  their  untiring  efforts  to 
glorify  God  and  promote  His  Work  on 
earth  by  placing  their  names  on  the 
Wall  of  Honor  at  the  Headquarters  of 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  denomi- 
nation in  Ayden,  NC. 

A  special  service  was  held  at  Saints 
Delight  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  New  Bern,  NC  on  Sunday, 
February  10,  2002,  to  present  Rev. 
Luther  and  Peanie  Swinson  a  plaque 
representing  the  gift  made  in  their 
honor  to  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
by  their  children. 

Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley,  General 
Administrator  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  made  the 
presentation,  recalling  excerpts  from 
the  history  of  their  ministry  and  add- 
ing his  personal  appreciation  for  the 
influence  they  have  made  upon  his 
own  life. 

Joining  the  Rev.  Luther  and  Peanie 
Swinson  and  their  children  were  many 
of  their  family  members  and  friends 
from  churches  they  had  served  in  their 
years  of  active  ministry.  The  Revs. 
Ronnie  Mohn,  Tim  Heath,  and  T.  O. 
Perry  added  a  flavor  of  insight  on  the 
influence  that  this  couple  has  made 
upon  their  lives  in  their  individual  min- 
istries. 


When  asked  for  comments  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  service,  Rev.  Swinson  re- 
marked that  some  of  his  best  memories 
took  him  back  to  the  days  when  he 
asked  his  wife  for  their  first  date 
through  the  open  window  of  a  church. 
The  couple  took  no  credit  for  them- 
selves, instead,  they  praised  God  for  all 
His  blessings  during  their  lifetime.  A 
reception  following  the  presentation 
became  an  opportunity  for  those  in  at- 
tendance to  reminisce  and  share  confi- 
dences of  times  gone  by,  giving  their 
personal  touch  to  a  wonderful  day  for 
the  Swinsons. 

"There  are  two  ways  of  spreading 
light:  to  be  the  candle  or  the  mirror  that 
reflects  it." — Edith  Warton.  God  is  for- 
ever the  candle,  and  the  Rev.  Luther 
and  Peanie  Swinson  His  reflection.  It 
is  their  prayer  that  you  open  the  door 
of  your  heart  so  you  may  see  their  light. 

Correspondence  to  the  Swinson's 
should  be  addressed  to:  The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Luther  Swinson,  Britthaven  of 
Pamlico,  290  Keel  Road,  Grantsboro, 
NC  28529.  Their  private  phone  num- 
ber is  252-745-8121.  ❖ 


Churches  &  Ministers 


Note  :  This  column  is  provided,  when  needed,  for 
any  church  that  is  seeking  a  pastor  and  for  any 
minister  who  is  seeking  a  church  to  serve  and  would 
like  to  give  such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary 
information  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist. " 
(Each  notice  will  run  for  two  issues  only.) 

Shady  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church — Spivey's  Corner,  NC  is  seeking  a 
youth  minister.  Resumes  may  be  sent  in  care 
of  Search  Committee,  7605  Newton  Grove 
Hwy,  Dunn,  NC  28334  (910)  567-6419 

Bethel  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church — 

located  in  Whortonsville  (near  Oriental), 
Pamlico  County,  NC,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
pastor.  Only  ordained  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  ministers  need  apply.  Anyone  inter- 


ested in  this  position  may  submit  a  resume 
to:  Ray  Scott,  41  Lauren  Drive,  Merritt,  NC 
28556,  or  call  at  (252)  249-0948.  ❖ 

Edwards  Chapel  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church — Beaufort,  NC  is  seeking  a  pastor. 
Any  minister  who  is  interested  please  con- 
tact Bruce  Hardy,  (252)  728-2043.  ❖ 

Rock  of  Zion  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 

Pamlico  County,  357  NC  Highway  S., 
Grantsboro,  NC  28529,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
pastor.  This  church  has  three  services  per 
week,  different  age  youth  groups,  special 
services  for  almost  every  holiday,  and  activi- 
ties that  target  all  ages  and  gender.  If  you 
like  to  sing,  eat,  and  praise  the  Lord,  this  is 
the  church  for  you!  Interested  applicants 


please  contact  Kim  Potter  at  (252)  745-7842 
or  Freddie  Ethel  at  (252)  745-7021.  ❖ 

Little  Rock  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church — Lucama,  NC  is  seeking  full-time 
youth  minister.  This  person  might  also  serve 
some  functions  as  Associate  Pastor.  Inter- 
ested candidates  may  talk  to  our  search  com- 
mittee by  calling  the  church  at  (252)  239-0361. 
Resume  is  requested.  The  mailing  address 
is  Little  Rock  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Attn.:  Jeanette  Flowers,  Search  Com- 
mittee Chair,  PO  Box  340,  Lucama,  NC  27851, 
or  Fax:  (252)  239-8643.  ♦ 

The  Rev.  M.  E.  Cox — is  available  for  pasto- 
ral supply  work.  He  may  be  contacted  by 
phone  (919)  643-2770.  ❖ 
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April  is  (|°me  M,5Slon5  an 
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Good  Shepherd  Sunday, 
April 28,  2002 


Pray  and  Give  for  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 


Home  Missions 
Administrative  Assistant 


Mrs.  Evon  Garris  of  Ayden,  NC 
has  joined  the  Department  of 
Home  Missions  and  Evange- 
lism as  administrative  assistant.  Her 
responsibilities  are  secretarial  and 
bookkeeping  in  the  Home  Missions  office. 

Evon  is  a  graduate  of  J.  H.  Rose  High 
School  in  Greenville.  She  continued  her 
education  with  courses  in  business,  law, 
and  banking.  Prior  to  accepting  the  po- 
sition with  Home  Missions  in  October 
2001,  she  retired  from  the  Pitt  County 
Sheriff's  Office  as  a  communications 
supervisor. 


Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism 
is  People  Praying,  Caring, 
and  Sharing  in 


She  is  married  to  Wayne  Garris  of 
Ayden  and  has  three  sons,  Robbie,  Allen, 
and  Chris. 

She  is  a  member  of  Saint's  Delight 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  near 
Ormondsville,  where  the  Rev.  Jack 
Weathersby  is  pastor.  We  welcome  Evon 
and  pray  for  her  as  she  serves  in  this 
position. 


est 


connection 
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Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism  is  People 
Praying,  Caring, 
and  Sharing 


Right:  H'mong  Youth 
Camp,  California,  2001. 
Fifty-five  were  baptized. 


Right:  H'mong  Congregation 
worship  service,  Valdese,  NC. 


Above:  Dr.  Graham  Lane,  Ethnic  Missions 
Coordinator,  shares  with  the  H'mong  congrega- 
tion in  Valdese,  NC. 

Below:  Project  Kid's  Kare — Over  600  boxes 
have  been  distributed  this  season  (December-April). 
Your  giving  year  round  makes  this  possible. 


Above:  Raul  Cruz  shares  with 
representatives  from  Pamlico 
County  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  about  Hispanic  outreach. 


Above:  Pamlico  County  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  meet  to  discuss  Hispanic  Missions. 


Above:  Rock  ofZion  Church  in  Grantsboro,  NC  has  donated  the 
use  of  the  "Little  Rock"  building  adjacent  to  their  main  facility  for  an 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Hispanic  Mission  Church. 
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Children's  EE 


Gum  Swamp  Youth  Visit  Home 

Yl  outh  from  Gum  Swamp  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Greenville, 
 f  visited  the  Children's  Home  on 

February  17,  2002.  The  youth  group 
brought  personal  care  baskets  to  our 
residents.  Gary  Lee,  vice  president,  gave 
a  tour  of  the  campus  and  discussed  the 
Children's  Home  ministry  with  them. 
The  highlight  of  the  tour  included  a  visit 
to  Genesis  House  where  residents 
greeted  the  group  and  talked  with  them 
about  life  in  the  cottage.  ❖ 

Marlboro  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Donate  Chairs 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
Marlboro  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Farmville  purchased 
and  donated  10  wooden  rocking  chairs 
for  our  cottages.  The  rocking  chairs  re- 
placed the  metal  gliders  on  the  front 
porches  of  the  cottages.  The  children  will 
enjoy  rocking  as  Spring  time  arrives.  We 
thank  your  for  your  support.  ❖ 

Right:  Donald  Batchelor,  Brian  Batchelor 
prepare  rocking  chairs  for  delivery. 


Left:  The  Rev. 
Kevin  Jackson, 
Tammy  Moore, 
Kristi  Shingleton, 
I  and  Gum  Swamp 
Youth. 


Award  For  Essay — A  Testimony  of  Hope 


by  Makeisha  Williams 


Coming  In  May 


As  a  foster  youth  my  biggest  fears 
were  never  being  able  to  see  my 
family  again.  I  thought  matters 
would  never  get  any  better  in  my  life. 
One  of  my  biggest  fears  was  thinking 
that  I  would  literally  die.  I  feared  that 
everything  would  be  taken  away  from 
me. 

I  feared  that  I  would  not  be  able  to 
make  it  through  high  school.  In  a  sense 
it  was  because  I  could  no  longer  see  my 
relatives,  especially  my  mother. 

But  as  time  went  along  God  took 
away  my  fears  and  gave  me  all  the  hope 
that  I  needed  to  survive.  All  along 
people  were  praying  for  me  and  I  be- 
gan to  pray  I  found  out  that  there  was 
strength  in  all  those  prayers.  God's  grace 
and  mercy  helped  me  through  and  I 
know  that  I  will  survive. 

I  hope  that  I  will  be  able  to  attend  col- 
lege and  obtain  a  degree  in  social  work 


so  that  I  may  help  foster  youth  in  a  way 
that  I  wasn't  helped  as  a  foster  youth.  I 
hope  I  will  be  able  to  make  a  difference 
in  a  child's  life. 

As  a  foster  youth  I  had  my  fears  but 
my  hopes  have  overcome  them.  With- 
out God's  help  I  would  be  hopeless. 

Makeisha  received  a  cash  award  for  this  essay 
from  Fosterclub.com,  a  website  for  foster  kids.  She 
is  a  resident  in  the  Preparation  for  Adult  Living 
program.  Makeisha  is  a  senior  at  Southern  Nash 
Senior  High  School  and  was  recently  accepted  to 
East  Carolina  University,  Greenville.  ♦♦♦ 


Remember  May  is 
Children's  Home 
Month 
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Foreign 


Missions 


Wintertime 

by  Willem  Van  der  Plus 

The  winter  came  early  this  year.  In 
the  last  days  of  October,  the 
weather  really  turned  cold  and 
that  was  about  three  weeks  earlier  than 
normal.  Just  on  time  we  were  ready  with 
all  the  preparations  for  winter.  The  boots 
were  bought  and  given  to  the  children,  the 
cars  got  antifreeze,  the  water  pipes  were 
insulated  and  the  heaters  checked. 
Tezdjan  bought  the  wood  for  the  meeting 
room  at  her  home.  Our  storeroom  was 
filled  with  flour,  beans,  potatoes  and  oil. 
We  were  settled  to  feed  the  children  for 
the  coming  months  and  to  give  some  food 
to  very  poor  people. 

At  the  end  of  November,  we  received  a 
request  of  a  good  friend  in  Holland  to 
make  food  parcels  for  hungry  people  that 
we  know.  Just  on  time  we  had  laid  up 
everything  to  make  400  food  parcels. 
These  parcels  were  divided  over  Balchik, 
Varna  and  Targoviste.  The  distribution 
was  planned  on  December  19.  Just  then 
we  got  a  lot  of  snow,  several  feet  high. 
Roads  to  Varna  and  Dobritch  were  closed 
by  the  police.  Older  people  could  not  go 
outside,  but  our  youth  were  ready  to  take 
the  parcels  to  the  poor  retired  people  and 
the  poorest  families.  All  these  people  were 
thankful  to  them.  Then  they  told  the 
people:  "Do  not  thank  us,  but  thank  the 
Lord  because  He  provided  these  goods  to 
you." 

Our  young  members  enjoy  making 
people  happy.  In  the  past  they  would 
think  first  about  themselves  and  about 
their  own  families,  but  now  they  taste  m 
the  happiness  of  sendee  to  their  Lord 
and  to  people.  They  recognize  that  H| 
there  are  people  who  face  greater  dif- 
ficulties than  they  do. 

I  know  that  quite  a  number  of  them 
have  no  daily  food  and  that  they  are 
thankful  when  they  can  eat  some  slices 
of  bread  with  salt  and  dipped  in  cook- 
ing oil.  The  children  have  grown  thin- 
ner during  the  Christmas  vacation  and 
nowadays  they  receive  some  sand- 
wiches daily  with  margarine  and  two 
times  per  week  with  some  cheese. 

The  schools  in  Balchik  are  still 


Winter  came  early  in 
Bulgaria  leaving  several 
feet  of  snow. 


closed,  because  there  is 
not  enough  money  to 
pay  for  heating  fuels. 
The  hospital  in  Triavna 
has  asked  for  support, 
because  they  cannot 
pay  for  the  heating  oil 
and  electricity  People 
are  still  living  in  caves  in  this 
barren  weather,  nobody  can 
reach  them  and  few  of  them 
are  able  to  come  down  to  the 
villages  to  receive  some- 
thing to  eat.  Many  people 
bought  wood  and  coal  on  a 
limited  quantity.  They  had 
no  money  to  buy  for  the 
whole  winter.  Nowadays 
the  wood  trucks  cannot  en- 
ter the  forests  and  there  is  no 
wood  available.  Many  in 
East  Europe  struggle  to  survive.  We  ask 
you  to  pray  our  Lord  for  all  these  thou- 
sands who  are  in  need 

Thinking  about  the  Western  situation,  I 
am  happy  to  live  here  and  try  to  be  mean- 
ingful to  all  who  struggle  so  much.  We 
are  able  to  encourage  them  with  the  little 
things  and  with  words  of  comfort.  We  are 
able  to  share  with  them  the  Love  of  God 
and  His  care  to  any  person  who  calls  out 
to  Him.  During  these  difficult  wreeks, 
Verduin,  one  of  our  youth,  asked  me, 
"Speak  on  Sunday  evening  about  Bread 
that  is  actual  to  us  now."  We  are  able  to 
speak  about  the  "Bread  of  Life."  They  un- 


derstand the  words  of  Jesus  as  a  daily  need 
for  themselves,  to  accept  Him  and  to  take 
His  words  in  faithfulness.  What  a  won- 
derful message  we  have  in  times  of  hard- 
ship if  we  believe  that  the  Lord  does  away 
with  the  old  and  shall  make  all  things 
new.  Despite  everything  that  is  incon- 
venient, we  do  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the 
snow.  Please  pray  for  the  peoples  of  East 
Europe.  ❖ 
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Youth  Letter  From  Bulgaria 

My  name  is  Margarita  Ivanova 
Popova.  I  am  seventeen  years 
old.  I  believe  Jesus  is  my  Sav- 
ior and  that  he  gives  me  everlasting  life. 

Eight  years  ago  I  began  to  attend  the 
Bible  lessons  and  I  learned  that  Jesus 
wanted  to  be  my  Lord  and  Savior.  Slowly, 
but  certainly,  my  faith  in  Him  weakened 
and  I  quit  visiting  the  "Club"  for  eight 
months.  All  that  time  I  was  very  lonely 
because  my  girl  friends  of  the  Camp  con- 
tinued to  go  there  daily. 

I  began  to  attend  the  Bible  lessons 
again,  but  it  was  not  because  of  my  faith, 
but  because  I  needed  the  company  of  my 
friends.  That  did  not  make  me  happy  ei- 
ther and  soon  I  became  disgusted  and 
quit  the  Bible  club  for  eighteen  months. 
As  the  time  went  on,  I  was  feeling  lonely 
and  a  kind  of  emptiness  began  to  grow 
in  my  heart  and  mind.  I  had  no  love  for 
anybody  except  for  my  boyfriend.  Often 
I  was  restless  and  wanted  to  read  the 
Bible  to  find  peace,  but  I  could  not.  All 
together  that  lasted  two  and  a  half  years. 
I  was  arguing  with  everybody  that  we 
are  not  Christians,  but  Muslims.  My 
strongest  argument  was  that  in  times  of 
problems  and  calamities  we  do  not  say, 
"Oh  Jesus  help  me,"  but  we  say,  "May 
Allah  help  me."  In  that  time  I  did  not 
understand  it,  but  now  I  know  that  who- 


ever truly 
believes  in 
Christ  is  a 
Christian. 
There  are 
times  that  I 
am  still  very 
ashamed 
and  daily  I 
pray  to  Him 
to  forgive 
my  sins  and 
mistakes.  But  I  also  thank  God  that  I  am 
allowed  to  be  his  child. 

Now  I  live  differently.  I  come  to  our 
small  church  every  day  and  I  shall  never 
allow  my  faith  in  Jesus  to  be  weakened 
again.  If  it  were  not  for  Willem,  Lydia, 
and  Tezdjan,  we  would  never  know  that 
someone  has  delivered  us  from  the 
power  of  the  evil  and  that  long  before 
we  were  born  an  innocent  man  had  died 
a  terrible  death  for  you  and  for  me. 

Tezdjan  asked  me  to  help  her  by  lead- 
ing a  group  of  the  older  children.  I  agreed 
and  I  am  thankful  to  have  that  opportu- 
nity to  witness  the  Good  News  as  it  has 
been  witnessed  to  me. 

I  no  longer  go  to  the  disco  and  to  for- 
tune-tellers. In  other  words,  I  do  not  keep 
myself  busy  with  nonsense.  I  try  hard  not 
to  mistreat  anyone.  When  some  people 


Christmas  Celebration 
Palawan,  Philippines 

by  Rosana  R.  Briones 

Last  December  21,  2001,  the  Mis- 
sion Department  held  a  Christ- 
mas Program  at  the  Puerto 
Princesa  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  There 
were  almost  one  hundred  workers  to- 
gether with  their  children  in  attendance. 
A  love  offering  was  taken  for  Pastor 
Arnold  Dagot  for  medication. 

The  young  people  participated  in  the 
program  of  the  Mission  Department. 
Please  pray  for  our  young  people  that 
they  will  stay  committed  to  the  work  of 
the  Lord. 

Pastor  Armando  Manzano  delivered 
a  Christmas  message.  Praise  God  for  His 
goodness.  We  were  all  blessed  by  his 
sermon.  ❖ 


try  to  do  evil  to  me,  I  have  learned  to  for- 
give them  because  the  Bible  teaches  us 
to  forgive  others  and  then  God  shall  for- 
give us  also;  that  is  his  beautiful  prom- 
ise. Daily  I  pray  for  the  leadership  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  help  me  to  follow  the  right 
paths,  because  of  the  name  of  Jesus. 

Once  I  was  terribly  afraid;  it  was  not  a 
dream.  There  was  a  very  powerful  evil 
around  me  and  it  scared  me.  I  pulled  the 
blankets  over  my  head  and  cried  out  to 
Jesus  for  his  help  and  slowly  I  received 
great  peace  in  my  mind  and  heart.  The 
fear  went  and  since  that  time  I  know 
what  to  do  when  fear  comes  over  me. 
Jesus  is  the  unique  helper  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  am  at  work  from  Monday  to  Friday, 
from  11:00  o'clock  to  3:00  o'clock.  On  Sun- 
days we  have  Bible  lessons  from  12:30  to 
3:30  and  in  the  evenings  we  have  Bible 
lessons  and  devotions  with  Willem.  The 
time  spend  together  on  Sunday  evenings 
is  wonderful  for  all  of  us. 

In  the  past  I  feared  all  kinds  of  things, 
but  that  has  changed.  Nowadays  I  fear 
nothing  except  God,  because  I  believe  the 
written  Bible  word:  "The  Lord  is  my 
Shepherd,  I  shall  not  be  in  need  because 
you  are  with  me." 

I  send  you  my  love,  Margarita.  ❖ 
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Cragmont  ■gravel 


Spring  Golf  And  Shop  May  5-8, 2002 


You  can  golf  or  you  can  shop. 
Come  as  a  group  of  men  or 
women,  singles  or  couples. 
Golf:   Two   days   of  golf  are 
planned.  Transportation  to  and  from 
the  courses  will  be  provided. 

Shop:  Two  days  of  shopping  are 
planned.  Transportation  will  be  pro- 
vided. 

Devotions:  Each  evening  a  short 
devotion  and  time  of  fellowship  will 
be  planned. 

Cost:  Golfer;  $175  per  person — in- 
cluding two  rounds  of  golf,  transpor- 


tation to  and  from  golf  course,  three 
breakfasts,  two  evening  meals,  and 
three  night's  lodging. 

Shopper:  $100  includes  all  of  the 
above  except  two  days  golfing. 

Registration:  To  register  call  the 
Cragmont  office.  A  $50  nonrefund- 
able deposit  is  required.  The  balance 
is  due  upon  arrival.  Methods  of  pay- 
ment accepted  are:  Visa,  MasterCard, 
Discover,  and  American  Express, 
checks  or  cash.  Please  do  not  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  ❖ 
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The  Cragmont  View  for  2002 


April 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 
5-7  Morning  Star  Conference/contact 
Teresa  Ball  at  252-524-4677 

May 

5-8  Spring  Swing  Golf  and  Shop/  con- 
tact Bryant  Hines  at  252-637-7171 

20-23  Minister's  Conference/  contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-633-2683 

June 

3-8  June  Women's  Conference/  contact 
Teresa  Ball  at  252-524-4677 

10-15  Cragmont  Youth  Conference/ 
contact  Bryant  Hines  at  252-633-2683 

1 7-22  Christian  Cadet  Conference  / con- 
tact Wes  Boyd  at  919-736-9436 

24-29  Youth  Frontier  Conference  YFA/ 
contact  Janie  Sowers  at  252-235-2408 

July 

1-6  Youth  Frontier  Conference  AFC/ 
contact  Frankie  Baggett  at  252-746-7850 


8-13  General  Youth  Conference  II/  con- 
tact Chris  Singleton  at  910-298-3520 

15-20  General  Youth  Conference  I/con- 
tact Bryant  Hines  at  252-633-2683 

22-27  Young  Peoples  Bible  Conference/ 
contact  James  Gurganus  at  252-223-5251 

29-August  3,  August  Women's  Confer- 
ence/contact Teresa  Ball  at  252-524-4677 

August 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 

September 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 

October 

13-16  Fall  Gospel  Festival  I/contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-637-7171 

17-20  Cragmont  Club  1/  information 
mailed 

20-23  Fall  Gospel  Festival  II/contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-637-7171 


24-27  Cragmont  Club  II/  information 
mailed 

28-30  Cragmont  Club  Weekday/  infor- 
mation mailed 

November 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 

December 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 

5-8  Cragmont  Christmas  I/contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-637-7171 

9-12  Cragmont  Christmas  II/contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-637-7171 

Note:  Senior  Weekday  Specials  are  three 
nights  for  the  price  of  two  in  the  main 
building  during  certain  Monday 
through  Thursday  periods.  Contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-637-7171  for  further 
information.  ❖ 


Minister's 


To  All  Ministers  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

Minister's  Conference— May  20-23, 2002 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Min- 
isterial Association  wishes  to 
invite  you  to  Minister's  Conference, 
2002  at  Cragmont  Assembly  May  20-23. 

This  year's  theme  is  Pastoral  Preach- 
ing with  seminars  being  conducted  by 
our  guests,  Dr.  Charles  B.  Bugg,  the  Ken- 
neth L.  Chafin  Professor  of  Preaching, 
and  Director  of  the  Center  for  Preach- 
ing and  Worship  at  the  Baptist  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Monday  evening  Communion  Ser- 
vices and  daily  Worship  Services  will  be 
conducted  by  brethren  from  within  our 
Association  ranks.  This  is  the  annual 
meeting  of  The  Ministerial  Association. 

Please  fill  out  the  registration  form 
and  return  as  soon  as  possible.  The  cost 
of  preregistration  is  $35.00.  This  fee  cov- 
ers your  membership  dues  and  picture 
for  the  week. 

Please  return  your  form  and  payment 
by  May  10.  Please  make  all  checks  pay- 
able to  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Minis- 
terial Association  and  mail  this  form  and 
check  to  the  address  at  right.  ❖ 


Name 


Telephone 


Address 


Zip 


Please  indicate  your  building  preference.  Rooms  will  be  assigned  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis!  □  Main  Building  □  Motel  □  Floyd  House  □  Dorm  * 
□  I  will  be  staying  off  campus  * 

Do  you  have  any  existing  health  problems  that  would  prevent  you  from* 
being  on  the  second  floor?  □  Yes  □  No 

Please  indicate  in  the  space  below  with  whom  you  wish  to  room  if  you  will 
be  staying  in  the  Main'Building  or  Motel.   • 


□  Check  here  if  you  will  be  eating  supper  at  Cragmont  Monday  night,  May  20.* 

□  Check  here  if  your  wife  will  be  staying  on  campus.  Please  note:  All  ministers'® 
wives  who  stay  on  campus  will  room  in  the  dorm  behind  the  dining  hall. 

□  If  you  wish  to  join  the  Ministerial  Association  this  year  but  cannot  attend  our 
conference  you  may  join  or  renew  your  membership  by  sending  $30.00  mem-® 
bership  dues  to  the  below  address. 

Please  be  advised  that  all  rooms  at  Cragmont  will  have  a  per  room  charge  instead  of  an  indi- » 
vidual  charge  as  we  have  had  in  the  past. 

% 
« 

Bryant  Hines,  Jr.  •  203  Teachey  Court  •  New  Bern,  North  Carolina  28562 


The  Free  Will  Baptist,  April  2002—  «      1  5 


Mount  Olive  B 


Dr.  Mark  D.  Baker  Presented  Lectures 

by  Marci  Rollins,  senior  religion  major 

Dr.  Mark  D. 
Baker,  assis- 
tant professor 
of  mission  and  theology 
at  Mennonite  Brethren 
Biblical  Seminary  in 
Fresno,  California,  was 
the  guest  lecturer  for  the 
eleventh  annual  Vivian 
B.  Harrison  Memorial 
Lecture  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  He  presented 
a  series  of  three  lectures, 
"Galatians:  Freedom 
From  the  Enslaving 
Power  of  Religion," 
"Freed  to  Eat  at  the 
Table  Together,"  and 
"Galatians:  Freedom  for  New  Creation 
Community." 

In  his  first  lecture,  Dr.  Baker  described 
what  he  sees  in  Galatians  as  Paul  disput- 
ing the  common  teachings  that  to  be  a  part 
of  God's  people,  one  must  be  circumcised, 
participate  in  certain  holidays,  celebrate 
the  Sabbath,  and  pay  careful  attention  to 
what  they  ate  and  whom  they  ate  it  with. 
He  stated  these  practices,  as  well  as  prac- 
tices found  in  today's  society,  are  ways 
people  try  to  gain  God's  acceptance. 

Defining  "religion"  in  terms  of  what  we 
do  to  draw  nearer  to  God,  Dr.  Baker  stated 
that  what  is  more  important  is  faith  in 
Jesus.  "Religion's  practice  of  drawing 
lines  lends  itself  to  division,  judgmental- 
ism,  and  violence,"  he  said.  "It's  a 
barrier  to  authentic  community  and 
authentic  discipleship.  It  leads  to  ethi- 
cal superficiality." 

Dr.  Baker's  second  lecture  presented  at 
the  11:00  am  chapel  service,  used  Galatians 
2:11-13  to  describe  a  situation  in  which 
Paul  condemned  Peter  for  being  reli- 
giously judgmental  or  for  "drawing  the 
lines  of  religion."  He  stated  that  Jesus  of- 
ten used  the  table  of  fellowship  as  a  way 
to  erase  lines  of  religion  by  communicat- 
ing acceptance. 

His  final  lecture  presented  ways  for  the 
modern  church  to  more  closely  follow 
what  Paul  taught  in  Galatians  and  how 


Above:  (L  to  R)  Dr.  David  Hines,  chair  Department  of  Religion;  Dr. 
Tyanna  Day,  assistant  professor  of  religion;  Dr.  Mark  D.  Baker,  guest 
lecturer  for  the  Vivian  Harrison  Lecture;  and  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison, 
campus  minister. 

the  church  can  "erase  the  lines  of  religion." 
He  suggested  talking  more  about  what  we 
should  do  based  on  what  God  has  already 
done.  He  also  noted  several  other  meth- 
ods including  placing  less  emphasis  on 
measured  commands,  presenting  God  as 
a  graceful  God  rather  than  a  judging  God, 
and  by  describing  wrong  actions  as  sla- 
very and  using  the  language  of  freedom 
to  talk  about  the  alternative. 

Dr.  Baker  closed  with  a  quote  from  Eu- 
gene Peterson,  "The  entire  biblical  story 
never  lets  us  forget  that  it  is  a  God  story 
of  our  salvation,  not  a  collection  of  moral 
achievements  for  us  to  use  as  a  moral 
handbook." 

Dr.  Baker  earned  his  Ph.D.  in  theology 
and  ethics  from  Duke  University.  He  also 
holds  degrees  from  New  College  for  Ad- 
vanced Biblical  Studies  in  Berkeley,  Cali- 
fornia and  from  Wheaton  College  in 
Wheaton,  Illinois.  His  publications  in- 
clude Recovering  the  Scandal  of  the  Cross: 
Atonement  in  New  Testament  &  Contempo- 
rary Contexts  (co-author  with  Joel  B. 
Green),  and  Religious  No  More:  Building 
Communities  of  Grace  and  Freedom.  He  min- 
istered in  Honduras  for  ten  years. 

The  Rev.  Frank  R.  Harrison  established 
the  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Lecture  in  memory 
of  his  late  wife.  The  purpose  of  the  lec- 
ture is  to  provide  a  medium  for  continu- 
ing education  for  the  ministers  and  lay 
persons  of  eastern  North  Carolina.  ❖ 


Now  Available 

A  Short  History 
Of 

Mount  Olive  College 
Volume  One 

by 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 
1954^1955 

Published  by 
The  Mount  Olive  College  Press 
and  Printed  by 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 


^OV'Nl  W-1   


Bridge  Builders  Books  are  being  distributed 
by  the  county  chairman  and  local  church 
chairman.  Copies  may  be  purchased  or  ordered 
from: 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Bookstore 
634  Henderson  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
Phone:  919-658-2502 
Fax:  919-658-7180 
e-mail  ttaylor@moc.edu 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation 
PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
Phone:  800-849-3927 
Fax:  252-746-9248 

$1.0  per  copy,  NC  Sales  tax  included 
(plus  $2  postage  and  handling  for  mail  orders) 
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They  are  Pioneers — First  Generation  Students 


They  carry  the  same  books.  They 
attend  the  same  classes.  They 
appear  to  be  average  college  stu- 
dents, however,  these  are  more  than  new 
faces  on  campus.  They  are  innovative 
and  revolutionary.  Determination  and 
purpose  have  allowed  them  to  become 
pioneers  within  their  families  as  "first 
generation  students." 

A  first  generation  student  comes  from 
a  family  where  no  members  have  at- 
tended college.  In  reaching  the  decision 
to  go  to  college,  first  generation  students 
have  more  obstacles  to  overcome. 
Choosing  a  college  that  best  meets  their 
needs  is  the  number  one  priority. 

Mount  Olive  College  has  a  lot  to  offer 
its  students,  both  traditional  and  non- 
traditional.  The  College  has  a  School  of 
Business  and  six  academic  departments. 
Unlike  larger  colleges,  professors  are 
available  to  assist  students  in  any  way 
they  can.  The  Teaching  and  Learning 
Center  promotes  student  learning  and 
personal  advancement  beyond  the  class- 
room experience.  The  entire  faculty  and 
staff  at  Mount  Olive  College  have  one 
common  goal:  to  see  students  succeed 
and  help  them  reach  their  potential. 

That  was  the  reason  that  Morrie 
Lucas,  a  freshman  music  major,  chose 
Mount  Olive  College.  "I  love  the 
friendly  people  here.  They  seem  to  care. 
They  wanted  to  see  me  get  into  college 
and  finish,"  she  says. 

A  Wilson  native,  Morrie  always 
wanted  to  attend  college  and  knew 
Mount  Olive  College  was  the  perfect 
choice.  Like  many  other  college  students, 
finances  were  an  issue.  "The  College 
worked  with  me.  I  was  able  to  receive 
scholarships  and  financial  aid,"  he  says. 
Mount  Olive  College  created  a  special- 
ized financial  aid  package  so  she  could 
focus  on  what  is  important — receiving  a 
quality  education. 

Her  family  was  supportive  of  her  de- 
cision to  attend  college.  Her  family  al- 
ways encouraged  her  to  pursue  her 
dreams.  "My  father  influenced  me  the 
most,"  she  states,  "he  always  told  me  I 
was  destined  to  do  something  great." 
She  knew  the  first  step  was  to  go  to  col- 
lege and  further  her  education. 

She  feels  the  transition  from  high 


Above:  Stephen  Hill  a  first  generation  stu- 
dent at  the  college.  He  attends  Smith 's  New  Home 
Church  near  Deep  Run,  NC. 


school  to  college  was  easy.  Since  she  had 
been  a  very  focused  student  in  high 
school,  it  was  not  hard  for  her  to  main- 
tain a  3.0  grade  point  average  in  college. 
The  transition  was  more  difficult  for 
some  students. 

Eric  Brescia,  of  Smithfield,  recalls  the 
trouble  he  had  in  high  school.  "I  didn't 
have  any  goals  or  direction,"  he  says.  "I 
dreamed  of  going  to  college  but  I  never 
thought  it  would  happen  because  of  my 
grades."  He  graduated  from  Smithfield- 
Selma  High  School  in  1998  with  a  1.2 
GPA.  "I  realized  how  important  grades 
were  after  it  was  too  late.  Mount  Olive 
College  gave  me  a  chance  to  prove  my- 
self. It  changed  my  life,"  he  says.  The 
sophomore  visual  communication  ma- 
jor is  now  maintaining  a  3.0  GPA.  "Once 
I  took  responsibility  for  my  actions,  I 
was  able  to  be  more  successful.  I  am 
grateful  for  Mount  Olive  College.  Every 
day  I  find  myself  becoming  a  better  per- 
son than  I  was  the  day  before." 

Like  Lucas,  Brescia's  father  also  had 
a  profound  effect  on  his  decision  to  at- 
tend college.  "I  am  an  only  child,"  he 
says,  "I  owe  it  to  my  dad  to  become  suc- 
cessful. I  want  to  make  him  proud." 

Unlike  Brescia,  Steven  Hill  of  Deep 


Run  always  knew  he  would  go  to  col- 
lege. "1  wanted  the  extra  knowledge  and 
experience  that  only  college  can  give  a 
person,"  he  says.  The  freshman  business 
management  major  attends  Smith's 
New  Home  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
near  Deep  Run. 

Steven  chose  Mount  Olive  College  be- 
cause of  the  financial  aid  he  was  able  to 
receive  and  the  small  class  size.  "I  like 
the  fact  that  the  faculty  members  know 
me  by  name  and  not  a  number — that  is 
really  important  to  me,"  he  states. 

Sherry  Jones  of  Mount  Olive,  a  non- 
traditional  first  generation  student, 
takes  her  education  one  day  at  a  time. 
Before  she  enrolled,  she  worked  for  the 
state  in  a  mental  health  facility.  Al- 
though she  did  not  go  to  college  directly 
after  high  school,  she  always  knew  that 
she  wanted  a  college  degree.  "Anyone 
can  accomplish  the  goals  they  have  set 
for  themselves.  The  rewards  of  knowl- 
edge have  no  measure.  Do  not  limit 
yourself." 

Karen  Statler,  director  of  financial  aid, 
is  empathetic  toward  first  generation 
students.  "I  was  a  first  generation  stu- 
dent," she  says,  "I  understand  the  anxi- 
eties that  both  the  students  and  parents 
have." 

Karen's  number  one  goal  is  to  get  first 
generation  students  and  their  parents 
into  her  office.  "I  like  to  work  with  par- 
ents on  a  'one-on-one'  basis.  It  is  impor- 
tant for  them  to  understand  the  finan- 
cial aid  process." 

She  discusses  scholarships,  grants, 
loans  and  payment  plan  options  with 
parents.  "Students  are  able  to  gain  finan- 
cial aid  through  a  variety  of  sources. 
Loans  are  not  at  the  top  of  my  list,"  she 
states,  "I  like  to  package  as  much  gift 
aid  as  possible." 

These  students  and  many  others  are 
on  the  path  to  success  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  Their  college  education  will  aid 
them  in  becoming  successful  and  pro- 
ductive in  their  fields  of  study.  Whether 
they  are  traditional,  nontraditional,  or 
first-generation  students,  Mount  Olive 
College  is  continually  shaping  the  fu- 
tures of  those  willing  to  examine  the 
possibilities.  ❖ 
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Above:  (L  to  R)  The  Rev.  James  V.  joyner,  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Morris  and  campus  minister  the  Rev. 
Frank  Harrison. 


Joyner  Receives  Pastor's  Award 


he  Rev.  James  V.  Joyner  recently 
received  the  P.  T.  Lucas  Pastor's 


I  Award  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Ministerial  mid-  year  banquet  at  Mount 
Olive  College. 

"Rev.  Joyner  is  known  for  his  compas- 
sion and  commitment,"  one  of  his  church 
members  remarked.  "What  makes  Pas- 
tor Joyner  a  true  pastor,  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  is  the  excellent  manner  he  goes 
about  tending  his  flock.  In  times  of  sor- 
row he  is  there,  like  a  true  friend,  com- 
forting those  in  the  lost  of  a  loved  one. 
He  also  visits  those  in  the  hospital  on  a 
regular  basis  and  is  always  up-to-date  on 
their  progress.  Whether  in  times  of  sor- 
row or  sickness,  these  visits  include  those 
of  the  Kenly  community,  and  those  who 
have  only  a  slight  connection  with  the 
church.  No  matter  what  the  need,  Pastor 
Joyner  is  always  there  giving  the  assur- 
ance of  God's  love." 

Rev.  Joyner  has  served  as  pastor  of 
Kenly  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for  over 
35  years.  He  attended  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege and  Barton  College  before  becom- 
ing an  ordained  minister.  He  has  served 
on  the  Western  Conference  Executive 
Committee  and  Ordination  Board  as  well 
as  the  Retirement  Homes  Board  of  Direc- 

Position  Available 

With  the  impending  retirement  of 
the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison  after  30 
years  as  Campus  Minister  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  the  College  is  now 
accepting  applications  for  that  position. 
The  position  is  full-time  12-month  with 
responsibility  for  religious  life  activities  on 
campus  as  well  as  part-time  teaching  re- 
sponsibility in  the  Department  of  Religion. 
Below  is  a  position  description  with  re- 
quired qualifications. 

Responsibilities 

•  Develops  and  implements  variety  of  weekly 
chapel  services  and  convocations,  offering  both 
traditional  and  contemporary  services. 

•  Serves  on  E3  Committee  and  coordinates  imple- 

mentation of  E3  requirements. 

•  Provides  religious  life  programming  for  the 
campus  community,  such  as  Bible  study,  sing- 
ing groups,  "singspirations,"  and  religious  life 
retreats. 

•  Seeks  out,  coordinates  and  facilitates  mission 
opportunities  for  students. 

•  Provides  leadership  and  advisement  for  cam- 
pus religious  organizations. 


tors.  He  has  also  served  as  the  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  North  Carolina  Ministerial 
Association  as  well  as  various  commit- 
tees at  the  state  level. 

He  was  raised  in  a  Christian  home  in 
Durham,  attended  Sherron  Acres  Church 
with  his  family.  His  father  was  an  or- 
dained Free  Will  Baptist  minister,  so  his 
roots  grow  deep  in  Christian  ministry. 


•  Provides  proactive  interaction  with  students 
throughout  the  Mount  Olive  campus  and  all 
College  locations. 

•  Provides  pastoral  and  personal  counseling. 

•  Extends  pastoral  care  and  attendance  in  per- 
sonal crisis  situations,  such  as  sickness  or  death 
in  the  lives  of  students,  staff,  and  faculty. 

•  Works  with  the  Religious  Life  Committee  in 
planning  and  coordinating  the  religious  life 
program  and  activities  of  the  college. 

•  Coordinates  the  use  of  Rodgers  Chapel. 

•  Fulfills  teaching  responsibilities  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Religion  as  designated  and  agreed 
upon  by  the  department  chairperson. 

•  Serves  as  a  liaison  for  the  college  in  coordinat- 
ing pulpit  supply  for  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 
and  represents  the  college  at  church  functions 
and  activities. 

•  Serves  as  liaison  with  other  churches  in  Mount 
Olive  and  surrounding  communities. 

•  Other  duties  as  assigned  by  the  Vice  President. 

Essential  Background,  Qualifications,  Educa- 
tional requirements 

•  Ability  to  manage  complex  issues  creatively  and 
effectively. 

•  Excellent  written  and  oral  communication 


Dr.  Thomas  R.  Morris  of  Wilmington 
sponsors  the  P.  T.  Lucas  Pastor's  Award 
in  memory  of  his  great-grandfather.  Dr. 
Morris,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  wishes 
to  recognize  excellence  in  pastoral  care 
and  leadership,  and  to  encourage  and  en- 
hance the  pastor's  ministry  in  his  local 
church,  community  and  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  denomination.  ❖ 


skills.  Ability  to  communicate  ideas  with  en- 
thusiasm. 

•  Must  demonstrate  strong  initiative  and  self- 
motivation.  Demonstrated  ability  to  take  ini- 
tiative when  working  independently  or  as  part 
of  a  group. 

•  Demonstrates  loyalty  to  the  College,  its  mis- 
sion and  to  the  traditions  of  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church. 

•  Affiliation  with  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  preferred. 

•  Ordination  as  a  minister  required. 

•  A  Master's  degree  in  a  theological  discipline 
required  with  special  training  in  pastoral  care 
preferred. 

Interested  persons  should  send  a  cover 
letter,  resume  and  list  of  references  to: 

Campus  Minister  Search  Committee 

c/o  Office  of  Student  Development 

Mount  Olive  College 

634  Henderson  Street 

Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 

Review  of  applications  will  begin 
May  15.  ❖ 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Night 
At  Mount  Olive  College  


'rt's  Grove  Church 


Verona  Churcli 


Hickory 
Chapel  Church  ► 


Daniel's  Chapel  Church  singing  Th 


Wednesday,  April  3,  2002— Dr.  Larry 
Goodson  Lecture,  7:30  pm,  Rodgers 
Chapel.  Having  lived  among  the  refu- 
gees and  tribes  in  Afghanistan  during  the 
late  1980s,  Dr.  Goodson,  a  Mount  Olive 
native,  returns  to  speak  about  his  expe- 
riences and  life  in  a  country  that  has  been 
at  war  for  nearly  two  decades.  His  book, 
Afghanistans  Endless  War:  State  Failure,  Re- 
gional Politics  and  the  Rise  of  the  Taliban, 
has  become  a  best-seller. 


Above:  Oak  Grove  Church,  other  churches  not  pictured,  Westside 
Church,  Pine  Level  Church,  and  Shady  Grove  Churcli. 


COMMING  EVENTS 


Thursday,  April  18,  2002— Spring  Fling, 
Mount  Olive  College  Singers,  8:00  pm,  Lois 
K.  Murphy  Regional  Center.  The  theme 
for  the  annual  Spring  Fling  concert  will 
be  "A  Time  to  Remember."  The  evening 
will  feature  some  favorite  selections  per- 
formed by  the  Singers  during  the  past  29 
years.  Following  the  performance,  a  re- 
ception will  honor  Mrs.  Irene  Patten  for 
her  29  years  of  dedicated  service  to  the 
Singers  and  Mount  Olive  College. 


Friday,  April  26,  2002— Concert  Choir 
Anniversary  Concert,  8:00  pm,  Rodgers 
Chapel,  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong,  Director. 
Selections  performed  by  the  Concert 
Choir  will  include  the  premiere  of  a  new 
piece  by  Dr.  Armstrong  written  especially 
for  the  occasion.  Other  pieces  performed 
will  include  works  from  Beethoven, 
Brahms,  Faure,  and  Mendelssohn,  as  well 
as  anthems  and  spirituals.  The  event  is 
free  and  the  public  is  invited  to  attend.  ♦> 
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Camp  Vandemere 


Camp  Vandemere 

by  Mike  Williams,  Manager 


"Send  out  <- 
thy  light  and  truth../' 

Psalm  43:3 


I would  like  to  mention  some 
upcoming  events  at  Camp 
Vandemere.  April  13  will  be 
our  annual  clean-up  day  at  the  Camp. 
If  you  have  never  been  to  Camp 
Vandemere,  this  would  give  you  a 
chance  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  to  see 
first  hand  what  Camp  Vandemere  has 
to  offer  your  family  and  your  church. 
Lunch  will  be  provided.  On  this  day  we 
will  need  some  chain  saws,  along  with 
trucks  and  trailers  to  carry  trash  to  the 
landfill.  If  you  or  your  church  can  help, 
it  would  be  appreciated. 

In  May  the  Third  Union  will  be  hav- 
ing its  Fun  Day  at  Camp  Vandemere. 
Feel  free  to  come  and  enjoy  the  day. 
This  is  another  way  your  church  can 
enjoy  Camp  Vandemere,  choose  a 
weekend  and  enjoy  the  summer  by  the 
river. 

Holly  Springs  Church  kicks  off  our 
summer  Camp  with  Young  People's 
Mission  Retreat,  directors  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Ray  Conner.  The  summer  is  book- 
ing up  fast.  Last  month  we  had  several 
openings,  and  we  thank  God  for  these 
that  have  been  booked.  The  weekend 
for  our  "Singing  by  the  River"  in  Au- 
gust is  filling  up  fast.  At  the  present 
time,  there  are  only  two  camp  sites 
available  and  two  lodge  rooms,  but 
there  is  still  plenty  of  room  in  the  dorms 
for  your  convenience. 

Throughout  the  year,  I  will  be  shar- 
ing with  you  how  the  future  of  Camp 
Vandemere  is  coming  along.  I  must 
confess  it  is  not  coming  along  as  fast  as 
I  would  like,  but  God's  time  is  not  my 
time,  nonetheless,  progress  is  being 
made.  I  hope  you  can  come  and  let  me 
share  the  vision;  better  yet,  allow  me 
to  come  to  your  church  and  share  this 
vision. 


We  still  need  your  spiritual  and  finan- 
cial support.  Through  your  prayers 
mountains  will  be  moved.  It  is  easy  for 
your  church  to  help  financially.  All  it 
takes  is  twenty-five  people  to  give  one 
dollar  a  week  to  meet  this  goal.  I  am  ask- 
ing each  Church  to  set  aside  in  their 
budget  for  Camp  Vandemere.  This  adds 
up  to  $1,300.00  a  year;  that's  how  easy 
it  is.  With  this  support  we  can  run  the 
camp  and  make  the  necessary  upkeep 
that  is  needed  every  year.  There  is  a  lot 
of  upkeep  when  you  have  over  a  thou- 
sand people  to  come  through  in  just  four 
months,  not  including  the  rest  of  the 
year. 

I  mentioned  that  we  are  still  in  need 
of  a  new  stove  at  the  cost  of  $2,700.00, 
and  a  deep  fryer  at  the  cost  of  $1,200.00. 
Please  be  in  much  prayer  and  allow  God 
to  lead  you  in  helping  us  meet  our 
needs. 


To  help  you  get  the  information  you 
need  for  camping  schedules,  please  visit 
our  web  site  at  www.campvandemere.org. 
This  will  give  you  all  the  2002  camping 
schedules  and  applications  for  your 
young  people. 

Please  help  Camp  Vandemere  to  be 
that  light  as  our  motto  says,  "Send  out 
thy  light  and  truth."  We  live  in  a  dark 
and  dying  world,  but  Christ  said:  "The 
thief  cometh  not,  but  for  to  steal,  and  to 
kill,  and  to  destroy:  I  am  come  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  that  they  might 
have  more  abundantly"  (John  10:10). 
Allow  Camp  Vandemere  to  be  a  part  of 
God's  ministry  to  you  and  put  the  joy 
of  life  back  in  your  world. 

Please  call  if  there  is  any  way  we  can 
help  you  or  your  church.  My  number  is 
(252)  745-3171.  Thank  you  and  God 
bless.  ❖ 
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Layman's  League 


Layman's  League  Dates  to  Remember 


mportant  News 

T 


April  1,  2002  (Monday) 

Layman's  League  volunteers  will  cookout 
for  Cragmont  New  Heights  Kick  Off — Vi- 
sion Walk  2002— "Walking  for  New 
Heights,"  at  the  Wayne  County  Fair- 
ground, Goldsboro,  from  10:00  am  to  5:00 
pm  (Cookout  for  participants  at  5:00  p.m.)  If 
your  Layman's  League  can  help  serve  in 
anyway,  call  President,  Elmer  Harrell  at 
(252)  747-2894. 

April  13,  2002  (Saturday) 

State  Layman's  League  Gospel  Singing  at 
King's  Cross  Roads  Church,  at  6:00  pm.  Lo- 
cation: Take  Highway  121  North  from 
Farmville,  turn  left  on  Sev  en  Pines  Road, 
Church  is  2  miles  on  left.  If  you  have  a 
group  that  would  like  to  sing  at  this  event, 
notify  President  Elmer  Harrell  at  (252)  747- 
2894' 

May  10,  2002  (Friday) 

State  Layman's  League  Ladies  night  at 
Harrell's  Chapel  (near  Snow  Hill,  NC)  6:30 
pm.  Notify  Pastor  Chuck  Owens  (252)  747- 
2695  or  Elmer  Harrell  (252)  747-2894  by 
May  1  about  how  many  will  be  attending 
from  your  church.  This  is  open  to  all  con- 
ferences. 

May  20,  2002  (Monday) 

Eastern  Conference  Layman's  League, 
New  Haven  Church,  Meal  6:45  pm,  Busi- 
ness 7:30  p.m. 

June  3,  2002  (Monday) 

Central  Conference  Layman's  League, 
Friendship  Church,  Farmville,  Meal  6:45 
pm,  Business  7:30  p.m. 

June  10,  2002  (Monday) 

Executive  and  Promotional  Board  Meet- 
ing 7:00  pm,  VFW  Building,  Snow  Hill,  NC. 

May  31-June  1-2002  (Friday-Saturday) 

State  Layman's  League  "Spiritual  Life  Re- 
treat" at  Camp  Vandemere,  Vandemere, 
NC.  Theme;  "Growing."  Notify  President 
Elmer  Harrell,  502  SE  Third  Street,  Snow 
Hill,  NC  28580,  (252)  747-2894  or  State  Sec- 
retary, Harold  Humbles,  (252)  746-4140  if 
you  will  attend  and  if  vou  will  be  lodging 
Friday  night.  In  order  to  make  prepara- 
tions, please  fill  in  registration  form.  (Reg- 
ister for  door  prize.) 


Your  Name: 


Address: 


Church: 


Phone: 


Harold  Humbles 
State  Layman  League  Secretary 
919  Tripp  Grimsley  Road 
AydenNC  25813 
(252)  746-4140 

_l  I  plan  to  attend;  Friday  evening  ( meal 
and  lodging  that  night) 

_l  I  plan  to  attend  Saturday  breakfast, 
Retreat,  and  dinner  ❖ 


he  NC  Layman's  League  En- 
dowment Scholarship  fund  at 
Mount  Olive  College  through 
2001  is  SI 5,775.82. 

Cragmont,  in  its  New  Heights  Cam- 
paign, has  asked  the  Layman's  League 
to  raise  enough  money  to  build  the  New 
Cragmont  store  (building  number  8), 
and  also  to  help  in  its  construction.  If 
you  would  like  to  donate  to  this  project, 
please  earmark  your  donation  for  Build- 
ing Number  8  (the  Cragmont  Store).  ❖ 


News  From  Free  Union 
Layman's  League 

o 


n  January  18,  2002,  the 
Layman's  League  of  Free  Union 
Church,  near  Walstonburg,  NC, 
held  its  annual  pancake  supper.  The 
laymen  received  help  from  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  for  which  they 
were  most  grateful.  ❖ 


Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat — Camp  Vandemere 

Vandemere,  NC 

May  31 -J 

une 1,2002 

"But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 

Jesus  Christ' 

(2  Peter  3:18) 

Theme:  Groiving  In  Hie  Lord,  2  Peter  3:18 

Friday:  May  31 

6:00  pm — Meal,  Fellowship,  sharing  and 

10:1>-10:45  am — "Growing  Through  the 

prayer  time 

Scriptures,"  Dr.  David  Hines 

10:45-11:00  am— Break 

Saturday:  June  1 

11:00-11:30  am — "Growing  Through 

8:00  am— Breakfast  (54.00) 

Stewardship,"  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 

9:00-9:30  am— Fellowship  Time 

11:30-12:30  pm— Lunch  '55.00) 

9:30-10:00  am— "Growing  Through 

12:30-1:00  pm— Prayer  and  Meditation 

Worship,"  The  Rrc.  Bryant  Hines 

1:00  pm — Benediction 

10:00-10:15  am— Recreation  and 

Fellowship 
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Pleasant  Hill  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Dedication  and  Anointing  Service 


The  service  began  with  the  call  to 
worship  as  the  choir  sang,  We 
Have  Come  Into  His  House,  and 
truly  they  came,  as  250  people  began 
to  worship  and  praise  His  name. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Thick,  en- 
titled the  service  as  "New  Beginnings." 
Young  Philip  Croom  led  the  congrega- 
tion in  the  very  first  prayer.  This  was 
followed  by  the  song,  Great  Is  Tin/  Faith- 
fulness, sung  by  the  adult  choir. 

Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Becky 
Hare,  special  singing  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Edna  Baker,  was  rendered  by  the  Little 
Folks  choir.  Following  that,  the  song 
entitled  Thank  You  was  sung  by  Duane 
and  Tammy  Bunn  and  Phyllis  Croom. 
The  church  then  honored  Mrs.  Edna 
Baker  with  a  plaque  of  recognition  pre- 
sented to  her  by  her  son,  the  Rev.  Fred 
Baker.  This  was  given  to  her  because 
of  her  years  of  dedicated  service  to  the 
church.  The  church  named  the  new 
nursery  in  honor  of  her. 

In  unity,  the  act  of  dedication  was 
presented  by  the  pastor  to  the  church 
and  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  prayed 
the  prayer  of  consecration. 

Dr.  Burkette  Raper  and  his  wife, 
Rose,  were  among  the  many  special 
guests  at  this  service.  He  delivered  a 
very  biblical  message  on  the  act  of 
anointing  with  oil  and  concluded  with 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  anointed  one. 

As  Mrs.  Alison  Syverson  led  us  into 
a  deeper  worship  with  singing  The 
Lord's  Prayer,  Pastor  David  Thick 
anointed  the  deacons  with  oil. 

With  the  foundation  laid  by  Dr. 
Raper,  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Thick, 
gave  a  short  message  based  on  the  Old 
Testament  dedication  of  the  temple 
found  in  the  book  of  1  Kings.  At  the  end 
of  the  message  the  altar  call  was  given. 
The  Holy  Spirit  was  so  overwhelming 
that  65  to  75  people  came  to  the  altar 
for  prayer  and  anointing  with  oil. 

Although,  the  Rev.  Henry  Armstrong 
was  appointed  to  anoint  those  who 
would  come,  the  response  was  so  great 
that  five  ministers  were  called  to  help 
serve  the  congregation  at  the  altar. 


Those  who  anointed  and  prayed  with 
the  people  at  the  altar  were:  the  Rev. 
Henry  Armstrong,  Pastor  David  R. 
Thick,  the  Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley, 
the  Rev.  Fred  Baker,  Dr.  Burkette  Raper 
and  Brother  Mike  Syverson,  our  youth 
director. 

With  the  anointing  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  the  whole  church,  we  then  were 
blessed  by  a  touching  testimony  by  the 
Rev.  Albert  Rollins  who  was  ordained 
50  years  ago  at  Pleasant  Hill  Church. 

As  the  service  was  about  to  close,  the 
Rev.  David  Hansley  presented  the 
church  a  plaque  of  achievement  on  be- 
half of  the  Convention. 

We  then  asked  our  chairman  of  the 
deacon  board,  Mr.  Edward  Croom,  to 
present  our  building  committee  with  a 
plaque  of  recognition  for  their  dedicated 
service.  They  were:  Joe  Rollins,  chairman, 
David  Berry,  David  Buster  Bunn,  Duane 
Bunn,  Jimmy  Bunn,  Tony  Jones,  Debra 
Lane,  Bettie  Lynch,  Ronald  Pittman, 
Rachel  Smith,  and  Billy  Tillman. 

Our  youth  director,  Mr.  Mike 
Syverson,  then  closed  with  a  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  and  we  all  made  our  way 
to  the  fellowship  hall  for  a  wonderful 
lunch. 


While  the  ministers  were  receiving 
the  congregation  at  the  end  of  the  ser- 
vice, Dr.  Raper  made  the  comment, 
"This  will  be  a  day  Pleasant  Hill  will 
remember  for  the  rest  of  their  lives." 
The  pastor  and  congregation  could 
only  say  amen!  ❖ 


Aspen  Grove  Spring  Revival 

Aspen  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Aspen  Grove  Church 
Road,  Fountain,  NC,  will  hold 
their  spring  revival  services  April  8-12, 
2002. 

Nightly  services  will  begin  at  7:30  pm, 
with  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  editor  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  bringing 
the  revival  messages  each  evening. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Cockrell,  pastor  of 
Aspen  Grove,  extends  an  invitation  on 
behalf  of  the  church  to  join  them  in  this 
week  of  worship  services  and  special 
music.  Nursery  facilities  will  be  avail- 
able. ❖ 
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Call  to  Action  for  a  Worthy  Cause — from  Walnut  Creek  Church 

by  the  Rev.  Tony  McLamb,  Pastor 


We  are  writing  you  on  behalf  of 
J  the  American  Cancer  Society 
regarding  the  2002  Relay  for 

Life. 

Relay  for  Life  is  the  signature  activ- 
ity of  the  American  Cancer  Society.  It 
is  a  celebration  of  life  and  a  commu- 
nity event  to  raise  money  for  cancer  re- 
search, education,  advocacy  and  ser- 
vice. Relay  is  also  an  opportunity  to 
honor  those  who  battle  cancer  and  to 
remember  those  we  have  lost.  Over 
3,000  communities  nationwide  partici- 
pate in  Relay  for  Life. 

One  in  three  Americans  will  get  can- 
cer in  their  lifetime.  One  in  eight 
women  will  be  diagnosed  with  breast 
cancer.  Everyone  is  personally  affected 
by  cancer  sooner  or  later.  Today, 
slightly  more  than  half  of  cancer  pa- 
tients survive.  This  survival  rate  can  be 
increased  through  more  research  and 
greater  community  awareness  of  health 
issues.  Relay  for  Life  gives  everyone  an 
opportunity  to  fight  back  -  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  battle  against  cancer! 

You  can  make  a  difference!  Help  us 
fight  back  by  contributing  to  the  cause. 
One  hundred  percent  of  your  contribu- 
tion goes  directly  to  the  American  Can- 
cer Society.  Contributions  can  be  made 
as  follows: 

(1)  We  are  looking  for  individual  or 
corporate  sponsors.  There  are  five  lev- 
els of  sponsorship: 

a  .  Bronze  $  300-$  499 

b .  Silver  $  500-$  999 

c.  Gold  $l,000-$2,499 

d.  Purple  $2,500-$4,999 
e  .  Premium  $5,000  + 

Corporate  sponsor's  name  will  be 
printed  on  T-shirts,  event  displays  and 
included  in  the  Goldsboro  News- 
Argus.  Sponsors  will  be  invited  to  the 
Kick-Off  Banquet  as  guests.  Most  im- 
portant— Sponsors  will  receive  the  sat- 
isfaction of  participating  in  the  fight  to 
conquer  cancer. 

(2)  Luminaries — a  special  way  to 
honor  and  remember  those  we  have 
lost.  Luminaries  will  be  placed  around 
the  track  in  the  beginning  hours  of  the 
Relay  for  Life  on  May  17,  2002.  The  lu- 
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minaries  will  remain  lighted  through- 
out the  night.  The  name  of  the  honoree 
will  be  placed  on  the  luminary.  We 
want  to  give  everyone  an  opportunity 
to  pay  tribute  to  their  loved  ones  and 
friends  and  help  fight  the  disease  that 
claims  so  many  lives.  For  a  donation  of 
$10  you  may  dedicate  a  luminary  in 
memory  of,  or  in  honor  of,  someone 
special  to  you  who  has,  or  has  had  can- 
cer. 

(3)  Purple  ribbons,  for  display  on 
mailboxes,  fence  posts,  etc.,  to  promote 
cancer  awareness,  are  available  at  $10 
each. 

(4)  Tickets  are  available  at  $5  or  $1. 
The  $5  winner  will  receive  one  week's 
stay  in  a  two  bedroom  condo  during 
either  July,  August,  or  September  at 
Magnolia  Place,  Myrtle  Beach,  SC. 
Magnolia  Place  is  located  among  the 
lush,  rolling  fairways  of  Myrtlewood 
Golf  Club.  The  $1  winner  will  receive  a 
19"  Color  TV-VCR  Combo. 

(5)  General  donations'  can  be  made 
by  cash  or  checks  made  payable  to  the 
American  Cancer  Society. 

We  are  counting  on  you  to  make  a 
difference.  Join  us  in  the  fight  against 
cancer.  For  more  information,  contact 
us  at  tabshaw@juno.com  or  call  us  at 
(252)  566-4511.  Please  forward  your 
donation,  made  payable  to  the  Ameri- 
can Cancer  Society,  to  my  attention  at 
138  N.  Beston  Road,  LaGrange,  NC 
28551.  Feel  free  to  share  this  with  any- 
one you  think  would  be  interested  in 
taking  action  against  this  dreaded  and 
deadly  disease.  Thank  you.  ❖ 


Found 

1  Bible:  New  Century  Edition; 
Everyday  Study  Edition 

The  Bible  was  left  at  Murphy 
Center  at  Mount  Olive  College  at 
the  Sunday  School  Institute  on  Sat- 
urday, March  2,  2002.  Mrs.  Dudley 
has  the  Bible  in  the  Sunday  School 
Office  at  the  Headquarters  in 
Ay  den.  ❖ 


Lecture  On  Science  And  Religion 
At  Methodist  College 

Methodist  College,  Fayetteville, 
NC,  is  pleased  to  present  the 
third  annual  Templeton  Lec- 
ture on  the  relationship  of  science  and 
religion.  It  will  be  held  in  Yarborough 
Auditorium  on  campus  in  Fayetteville, 
Monday,  April  22,  at  11  am. 

Ronald  L.  Numbers,  professor  of  the 
History  of  Science  and  Medicine  and 
chair  of  the  Department  of  the  History 
of  Medicine  at  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin at  Madison,  will  address  the 
topic,  "Creation  and  Evolution  in 
America:  From  Natural  Selection  to  In- 
telligent Design." 

Professor  Numbers  has  written  or 
edited  more  than  two  dozen  books  in 
this  area,  has  been  the  editor  of  Isis  (the 
flagship  journal  of  the  history  of  sci- 
ence), and  is  co-editing  the  eight  vol- 
ume Cambridge  History  of  Science. 

The  lectures  are  named  in  honor  of 
Sir  John  Templeton  who  has  gener- 
ously funded  research  on  the  relation- 
ships between  religion  and  science,  in- 
cluding a  course  offered  twice  annu- 
ally at  the  College. 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend  the 
lecture.  ❖ 

Announcement  Of 
Change  of  Date 

The  Albemarle  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary will  meet  on  April  27,  2002 
at  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Pinetown,  NC  with  registra- 
tion at  9:30  am.  ❖ 
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News  from  Powhatan  Church,  Clayton,  NC 


Dear  Friends 


by  Rita  Jones 

A |  s  we  celebrate  Easter,  we  are 
thankful  that  we  serve  a  risen 
Savior.  As  the  hymn  says,  "Life 
is  worth  the  living  just  because  He 
lives."  He  has  already  won  the  war  for 
us;  we  just  have  to  make  it  through  our 
individual  battles. 

Saturday,  February  2,  was  the  date  of 
the  Cape  Fear  District  Youth  Rally  at 
Smithfield  First  Free  Will  Baptist  with 
about  140  present.  Special  guests  were 
Bryant  Hines  with  a  Cragmont  report, 
State  Youth  President  Scott  Lane  with  an 
invitation  to  join  the  Western  District  at 
a  Mudcats  game,  and  the  Rev.  Doug 
Seymour  and  Blended  Fellowship  with 
the  musical  program.  Scott  Lane  also 
encouraged  everyone  to  get  excited  and 
take  part  in  the  King's  Dominion  Day 
in  June.  Buses  are  being  reserved.  Con- 
tact Martha  Parsons  at  (910)  438-9299  if 
you  are  interested  in  reserving  seats  for 
your  group. 

On  Sunday,  February  3,  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  honored  Rosa  Parrish  Smith 
and  Inez  Jones  West  with  a  Life  Mem- 
bership pin  for  their  years  of  dedication 
to  Powhatan  and  the  auxiliary.  Both 
have  been  faithful  workers.  A  third  hon- 
oree,  Ethel  Stephenson,  could  not  be 
present  but  will  be  honored  in  March 
during  a  visit  to  the  rest  home  where  she 
is  a  resident. 

Several  youth  officers  and  workers 
from  Powhatan  attended  a  meeting  on 
February  16  at  the  Golden  Corral  in 
Smithfield  to  finalize  upcoming  plans. 
At  least  6  members  are  planning  to  be  a 
part  of  the  mission  trip  to  New  York 
April  2-6. 

The  tentative  date  for  the  district  Bible 
Bowl  was  set  for  April  20.  Both  AFC  and 
YFA  teams  have  been  working  hard  to 
learn  all  about  the  12  Tribes  of  Israel. 

Sandra  Peedin,  Wanda  Benson,  and 
Rita  Jones  attended  a  Johnston  County 
Relay  for  Life  meeting  on  February  23. 
Powhatan  has  had  a  team  to  walk  in  the 
fundraiser  for  cancer  research  since 
member  Vicky  Bagley  began  working 
with  the  program  in  1993.  Members  Sue 
Greene  and  Rhonda  Davis  had  worked 
as  team  captains  for  2000  and  2001  re- 
spectively, but  asked  for  other  volun- 


teers for  2002.  This  year's  event  will  be 
held  May  10-11  at  Johnston  Community 
College  and  Powhatan  will  be  a  spon- 
sor (as  will  many  other  local  churches). 

The  Powhatan  Youth  accepted  an  in- 
vitation from  Everett's  Chapel  Youth  Di- 
rector Troy  Lee  to  go  to  Cragmont  Feb- 
ruary 22-24  for  a  ski  retreat  weekend. 
Some  of  the  16  who  went  from  our 
church  had  never  visited  Cragmont  and 
most  had  never  been  skiing.  They  came 
back  excited  and  ready  to  go  again 
sometime!  We  thank  Troy  for  sharing 
the  trip  and  Cragmont  for  hosting  us. 


I  would  like  to  express  my  deepest 
appreciation  for  the  love,  prayers,  and 
support  that  you  have  shown  me  over 
the  past  year.  I  want  to  especially  recog- 
nize the  Widow's  Fund  and  the  Retire- 
ment Homes  Ministry  for  standing  by 
me  after  the  death  of  my  husband  Mott 
in  December  2000.  A  special  thank  you 
to  the  following  churches:  Bethany, 
Milbournie,  Plymouth,  and  Crab  Point. 
The  kind  words,  gifts,  and  generosity 
that  you  have  shared  with  me  is  immea- 
surable. May  God  bless  you  all! — Daisy 
Batchelor  ❖ 


Sunday,  Aprif zS 


Winkrviffe  Church 
featuring  the 
music  mmistries  of 
Uehhy  Cjra\j,  IPiano 
Jrfeayfian  Jvtoye,  Tfute  3^  Piano 
Linda  HJeaffiershy,  "Piano 

A  fove  offering  wiff he  received for 
rf<W/E>  ^foreicjn  JAissions. 
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Hopewell  Auxiliary  Spends  "An  Evening  in  India" 


Above:  Hopewell  Auxiliary  members  and  their  families  enjoy  an  Indian  meal 


by  June  H.  Wallace, 
Study  Course  Chairman, 
Hopewell's  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

A  s  a  study  course  on  missions,  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  at  Hopewell 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Smithfield,  NC,  sponsored  "An  Evening 
in  India."  Thirty-eight  auxiliary  mem- 
bers, their  families,  and  guests  attended 
the  event. 

The  evening  started  with  an  Indian 
meal  which  consisted  of:  tandoori 
chicken,  yellow  rice  with  potatoes  and 
chick  peas,  apple  chutney,  cucumber 
and  tomato  raita,  naan  (a  flat  bread),  and 
for  dessert,  kheer  (a  rice  pudding)  with 
raisins  and  almonds.  The  tables  were 
decorated  with  dolls  dressed  in  Indian 
costume  and  with  bowls  of  native  fruits. 
Before  the  meal,  some  background  on 
food  customs  were  shared. 

After  dinner,  a  slide  presentation,  nar- 
rated by  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  gave  our 
group  an  up-to-date  appreciation  of 
what  is  being  done  on  the  foreign  mis- 
sion field,  not  only  in  India,  but  also  in 
the  Philippines,  Mexico,  and  Bulgaria. 
The  Rev.  Jones  made  us  aware  of  the  ex- 
treme crises  that  have  come  up  in  our 
program  in  India  as  well  as  of  the  po- 
tential dangers  involved  there. 

Mrs.  Sandra  Jones  attended  the  event 
also,  dressed  in  an  authentic  Indian  out- 
fit which  she  had  purchased  on  one  of 
their  previous  trips.  She  also  provided 
a  display  of  Indian  artifacts  which  she 
had  collected. 

An  offering  for  Foreign  Missions  was 
taken  before  the  evening  ended  and  was 
presented  to  Rev.  Jones.  Our  group  has 
been  moved  by  the  dedication  Rev. 
Jones  has  for  his  calling  and  have  in- 
creased our  prayer  petitions  for  his 
safety,  as  well  as  for  that  of  others  car- 
rying the  Word  to  foreign  nations.  ❖ 


Right:  Rev.  Harold  Jones  discusses  the  situa- 
tion our  Missions  program  is  facing  in  India. 


APRIL  EVENTS 


3 — Western  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

5 — Deadline  for  April  Articles  in  The 
Free  Will  Baptist. 

7 — Daylight  Savings  Time  Begins. 

13 — Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

13 — Pee  Dee  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

27 —  Albemarle  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

28 —  Good  Shepherd  Sunday. 
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Registration  Form,  Cragmont  Woman's  Conferences 


June  3-8 


Speaker:  Kathy  Hayes 


July  29- August  3 


Name 


Address 
Phone ( 


Church 


If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations, 
please  check  here  O. 

Please  list  the  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room: 

If  you  do  not  plan  to  ride  the  bus,  please  check  here  O. 

A  balance  of  $140.00  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make 
checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  conference.  A  day  trip  will  be 
planned.  There  will  be  afternoon  trips  into  Black  Mountain  and 
Asheville.  Please  make  your  plans  now  to  join  us  . 

Remember:  The  June  Conference  wishes  to  encourage  participation 
of  couples  and  of  individual  gentlemen,  as  well  as  our  ladies.  A  lim- 
ited number  of  private  accommodations  for  couples  are  available  on  a 
first  registered,  first  served  basis. 

North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

Seventy-fifth  Annual  Session  May  9,  2002  9:00  am 


Speaker:  Deborah  King 

Please  check  above  conference 
attending. 

Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a 
$20.00  deposit  to: 

Teresa  M.  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 


Hosted  by:  North  Carolina  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  Executive  Com- 
mittee at  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  NC 

Tlieme:  "Here  Am  I,  Use  Me" — Isaiah  6:8 
"...  Lord  saying,  Whom  shall  I  send,  and 
who  will  go  for  us?  Then  said  I,  Here 
am  I;  send  me." 

Come  and  join  us  for  this  very  spe- 
cial convention.  As  you  can  see  we  will 
have  some  well-known  ladies  partici- 
pating in  the  program.  What  fun  we 
will  have  discovering  who  is  perform- 
ing each  part.  Ladies  are  encouraged  to 
come  dressed  in  the  style  of  the  ladies 
at  the  1927  convention. 


8:30 — Hennessee  room,  Murphy  Center, 
"Memories  with  Munches,"  His- 
toric display.  Enjoy  a  snack  as  you 
visit  our  past. 

Registration 
Meal  Tickets— $6.00 
(Transportation  will  be  provided  for 
those  who  require  assistance  to 
Rodgers  Chapel.) 

Prelude 

9:30— Call  to  Worship 

Convention  Prayer 
Pilgrimage  Into  Our  Past 
Devotion  by  Mrs.  Gertrude  Ballard 
Welcome 
Response 

Announcements  by  Sister  Hales 
Congregational  Hymn 

10:15 — President's  address  by  Sister 
Mattie  Manning 
Business  Session 


10:30 — Memorial  Service  by  Mrs.  Alice 
Lupton 
Offering  and  Prayer 

11:00— Break 

11:15 — Congregational  Hymn 
Life  Membership  Award 
Denominational  Ministries  Report 

11:45 — Business 

Committee  Reports 
Other  Business 

12:00— Worship 

Congregational  Hymn 
Introduction  of  speaker  by  Mrs. 

Katie  Sawyer  Jackson 
Message  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Linton 
Daughtery 
Special  Music 

12:30 — Remembrances  by  Miss  Laura 
Bell  Barnard 
Installation  Service 
Prayer 
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VBS  Workshops  Held 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  held 
its  annual  VBS  Workshop  on 
March  8  and  9.  According  to 
Darren  Davenport,  retail  operations 
manager,  approximately  150  people 
from  different  churches  and  denomina- 
tions attended  to  view  the  2002  themes. 
Frank  Mosley,  representative  of  Stan- 
dard Publishing  Co.,  spoke  about 
Standard's  theme,  Faith  Mountain,  An 
Extreme  Adventure  with  Jesus. 

Mr.  Davenport  says  that  this  year's  se- 
lection of  VBS  themes  offers  action,  out- 
door excitement  and  adventure  for  chil- 
dren of  all  ages.  He  encourages  churches 
to  begin  making  their  VBS  purchases  as 
soon  as  possible  while  supplies  are  still 
available  in  the  Bible  and  Bookstores 
located  in  Ayden,  Wilson,  Kinston,  anc 
New  Bern.  ❖ 


Entry 

•  $50  per  person  ($200  per  team); 
Mulligans  (limit  2  per  player)  are 
$5.00  each. 

•  Dinner  will  also  be  provided  by 
Bill's  Bar-be-que  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  tournament. 

Awards  and  Prizes: 

•  Awards  will  be  presented  to  the 
first  and  second  place  teams  in 
each  of  the  two  flights. 

•  Prizes  for  closest-to-the-pin  and 
longest  drive. 

Hole  Sponsorships: 

Hole  sponsorships  are  available  at 
a  price  of  $50.00  each.  Contact 
Scott  Lane  by  April  25,  2002,  to  be 
a  hole  sponsor. 


tsDestern  'District  ^outfi  (a^olfi 'tournament 

Friday,  May  10,  2002 
Cardinal  Country  Club,  Micro,  NC 
Four  Man  Superball  •  1:00  Shotgun  Start 

Name  


Address^ 


Phone  

Other  Team  Members 


#  Of  Entry  Fees 

#  Of  Mulligans 


M  $50.00  =. 
_@  $  5.00  = 


Total  Enclosed  =$ 


This  tournament  is  limited  to  the  first  22  teams  to 
register. 

Return  this  form  by  April  25,  2002,  along  with 
your  check  made  payable  to  the  Western  District 
Youth  Fellowship  to: 

Scott  Lane 
1255  NC  581  N 
Pikeville,  NC  27863 
(919)  736-1423 


Tired 
of  Earning 
T\vo 

Or  Three  Percent 
On  Your 
Investment? 

A  Charitable  Gift  Annufty  With 


Mount  Olive  College 


will  provide  you  a  higher 
guaranteed  income  for  life. 

For  Example — Donor  Age  68 

•  A  $10,000  annuity  will  pay  you 
an  annual  income  of  7%  ($700) 

•  A  portion  of  the  income  ($379)  is 
tax-free 

•  You  receive  an  income  tax  deduc- 

tion of  $3,375 

•  Your  annuity  can  establish  an  en- 

dowed fund,  a  meaningful  way 
to  provide  a  legacy  to  carry  on 
your  faith  and  values  through 
Christian  higher  education  at 
Mount  Olive  College. 

The  Office  of  Planned  Giving  will 
be  happy  to  provide  a  personalized 
financial  analysis  that  illustrates 
how  a  Charitable  Gift  Annuity  can 
benefit  you,  your  spouse  or  other 
dependent,  and  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. Please  contact. 


W.  Burkette  Raper,  Director 
Jefferson  D.  Daughtry,  Assistant 
Director 
Office  of  Planned  Giving 

634  Henderson  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
919-658-5250 


The  Free  Will  Baptist,  April  2002— ^  27 


Status  of  Antioch  Church 

by  the  Rev.  Jerri/  English,  Pastor 

It  is  a  real  joy  to  report  to 
you  concerning  the  status 
of  Antioch  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  the  church 
that  caught  fire  and  burned.  We 
continue  to  raise  funds  for  our  new 
building  and  so  far,  we  have  sent 
out  over  300  thank  you  letters  to 
churches,  individuals,  and  busi- 
nesses. 

If  you  recall,  our  insurance  only 
covered  42%  of  our  total  loss  and 
that  means  we  have  to  raise  suffi- 
cient funds  to  make  up  the  differ- 


Top:  from  left  to  right  Mrs.  Debra  L  Powell,  Dr. 
contract  for  the  ne  Antioch  Church.  Below:  The 
Jerry  English  watches. 

ence.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  we  can  now 
see  the  light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel.  We 
are  not  "there"  yet,  but  with  a  little  more 
assistance,  we  can  get  there.  As  of  this  writ- 
ing, some  $45,000  has  come  to  us  from 
churches  of  all  denominations.  For  this  we 
are  deeply  grateful. 

On  February  28,  our  church  voted,  (with 


Jerry  English  and  Mr.  Barney  Hawkins,  sign  the 
trustees  of  Antioch  Church  break  ground  as  Dr. 

100%  agreement)  to  accept  a  plan  to  rebuild 
a  new  church  consisting  of  almost  12,000 
square  feet.  As  the  counting  finished,  this 
pastor  was  amazed,  stunned,  and  speech- 
less, as  the  people  rose  in  a  sustained  stand- 
ing ovation. 

On  Sunday,  March  3,  a  contract  was 
signed  by  this  pastor,  and  Mrs.  Debra 


Liehs-Powell,  co-chairperson, 
along  with  Mr.  Burney  Hawkins, 
owner  of  TarHeel  Builders  of 
New  Bern.  After  the  message,  the 
congregation  assembled  outside 
where  ground  was  broken  for 
our  new  building. 

As  a  church  we  have  never 
been  more  unified  than  we  are 
now.  People  are  excited  waiting 
for  construction  to  begin.  Like 
children  at  Christmas,  we  can 
hardly  wait  to  be  in  our  new 
church. 

We  thank  you  for  your  prayers  and  for 
your  financial  support.  Many  have  given 
to  us  sacrificially  and  we  are  truly  thank- 
ful. However,  if  you  have  not  sent  a  love 
gift  to  us,  may  we  inform  you  that  the  need 
is  still  great  and  we  do  still  need  your  kind 
assistance.  Over  50  churches  have  re- 
sponded but  some  of  them  are  of  other  de- 
nominations. 

Regardless  of  the  amount,  every  gift  is 
important  and  cherished.  A  little  girl  gave 
me  twenty-five  cents  and  asked  me  to  add 
this  amount  to  our  building  fund.  I  did  so. 

We  are  getting  closer  to  our  goal  each 
day,  and  your  kind  assistance  will  enable 
us  to  achieve  such.  Special  thanks  go  out 
to  Brother  Al  Markuson  and  Brother  David 
Charles  Hansley  at  our  Headquarters  for 
helping  us  raise  funds.  Would  you  be  will- 
ing to  assist  also? 

Free  Will  Baptists  have  proven  to  me 
what  a  loving,  giving,  people  they  are.  We 
do  thank  you  so  much.  God  bless  us  all  as 
we  labor  together.  ❖ 


Service  of  Appreciation 

On  Sunday  February  24,  2002, 
Sneads  Ferry  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Sneads  Ferry,  NC, 
said  farewell  to  their  pastor  and  friend, 
the  Rev.  Tim  Heath,  and  to  his  wife  Gail 
and  their  children,  Marenda  and  Megan. 
After  14  years  of  dedicated  service  he  will 
be  greatly  missed. 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  delivered 
the  morning  message  and  very  ad- 
equately summed  up  Tim's  ministry  and 


service  to  the  Lord,  and  challenged  the 
congregation  to  carry  on  and  follow  the 
example. 

The  Rev.  Everett  Harper  ministered  in 
music,  and  also  played  the  piano  for  our 
morning  service.  Marenda,  Megan,  Gail, 
and  Tim  sang  "Servant  of  All"  as  a  tribute 
to  all  that  have  been  faithful  to  the  "call." 

Flowers  were  placed  in  the  church  in 
Tim's  honor.  Following  the  morning  ser- 
vice, dinner  was  served.  The  Heath  fam- 


ily was  each  presented  a  gift  to  show  our 
love  and  appreciation  for  all  they  have 
done  for  our  church.  There  were  many 
tears  shed  by  everyone,  but  we  know  that 
God  will  continue  to  bless  Tim  and  his 
family  as  well  as  our  church.  We  appreci- 
ate Tim  for  his  willingness  to  let  the  Lord 
lead  him,  although  we  will  miss  him 
greatly.  Thank  You!  Tim  and  Gail.  May 
God  bless  you  always.  ❖ 
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Numbering  I  Perforating  Machine 


6,000  standard-size  sheets  per  hour 

*  Up  to  10  numbe  rs  pe  r  head  pe  r  sheet 

*  1  or  2  numbe  nng  heads 

*  Heads  rotate  &  lock  throughout  360  degre  es 

*  labletop  model,  optional  stand  available 

*  Crash  number  up  to  10-part  sels 

*  Feed  sets  from  the  UNGLUED  or  glued  side 

*  Create  "snap  sets"  while  numbering 

*  Perforating  options:  2,4.6.8. 12  TPI 

*  Micrope  rf  options :  42  or  72  TPI 

*  Scoring  options:  wide  (standard)  or  narrow 

*  Optional  slitting  blade  available 

*  Ability  to  control  depth  of  each  perf/score&lit  independently 

*  Automatic  feed 

*  Accurate  010"  register 

*  Microprocessor  controlled  with  forward  and  backward  stepping  for  easy  programming 
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Looking,  for  a  fun  weekend  away  from  home? 
Ready  to  see  your  Cra&nont  buddies  again? 
Seeking  great  fellowship  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  your  own 
age?  Searching  for  a  spiritual  blessing  geared  for  your  age  group? 


Tf/CAI  W  H 


YOU  TO  ?£  ON 


Will  you  be  in  the  HOT  SLAT  to  play  WHO  WANTS  TO  BE  A  CHRISTIAN-HEIR? 
Enjoy  Praige  and  Worship  with  Janie  Soweres  and  Devotions  with  Pastor  Terry 

Experience  the  great  talents  of  our  Original  Tree  Will  Baptist  Youth 
There  will  be  planned  games  and  activities,  delicious  food,  award  ceremonies, 
a  League  exposition,  and  more! 

Saturday  Night  Enjoy 
Nikki  Leonti  In  Concert 

The  Youth  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  is  pleased  to  announce  that  contem- 
porary Christian  singer,  Nikki  Leonti,  will  be 
performing  at  our  2002  convention.  Nikki  will 
be  performing  on  Saturday  night,  May  18  at 
7:30  pm.  Nikki's  songs  are  played  on  radio 
stations  throughout  the  country,  and  has  re- 
cently released  her  second  album  self-titled  MWcz.This  concert  is  included 
in  each  church's  convention  registration  fee.  If  your  church  is  only  attend- 
ing the  concert,  the  charge  will  be  $5.00  per  person,  or  groups  of  10  or 
more  will  be  $50.00. 


State  Youth  Convention — May  17-19, 
2002.  A  time  of  fun  and  fellowship 
with  other  Free  Will  Baptist  Youth. 
Saturday  night  special  performance 
by  Nikki  Leonti,  contemporary 
Christian  singer,  7:30  pm. 

Western  District  Youth  Golf  Tourna- 
ment—Friday, May  10,  2002,  Cardi- 
nal Country  Club,  Micro,  NC.  Shot- 
gun start  at  1:00  pm.  Contact  Scott 
Lane,  1255  NC  581  N,  Pikeville,  NC 
27863,  phone  (919)  736-1423.  (Regis- 
tration form  is  printed  on  page  27. 

Western  and  Cape  Fear  District  Youth 
Night  at  the  Carolina  Mudcats — The 

Western  and  Cape  Fear  District 
Youth  are  sponsoring  a  night  with 
the  Carolina  Mudcats  baseball  team 
on  Friday,  April  12, 2002.  Game  time 
is  7:15  pm.  The  cost  of  game  tickets 
are  $3.00  each. 

Before  the  game,  a  catered  picnic  is 
being  offered  as  a  time  of  fun  and  fel- 
lowship. The  meal  will  include  your 
choice  of  hamburger,  hot  dog,  or  BBQ 
sandwich,  along  with  your  choice  of 
peanuts,  popcorn,  or  potato  chips, 
and  drinks  are  included.  The  price  of 
the  meal  is  $9.25  per  adult,  and  $6.75 
for  kids  14  and  under. 

After  the  game,  there  will  be  a  fire- 
works display.  Tickets  for  the  game 
and  meal  must  be  purchased  by 
March  31,  2002.  For  more  informa- 
tion contact  Scott  Lane  of  the  West- 
ern District  at  (919)  736-1423.  We 
hope  to  see  every  church  in  the  West- 
ern Cape  Fear  District  present  to  help 
us  fill  up  the  stands!  ❖ 
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Complete  this  ticket 
order  form  and  mail 
with  payment  to: 

Youth  Convention 
I25S  NC  581  N 
Pikeville,  NC  27863 
Attn:  Scott  Lane. 
President  of  Youth 
Convention 

For  more 
information  call: 

Scott  Lane 
President  ofYouth 
Convention 

919-736-1423 


Count  us  in!  We  would  like  to  purchase: 

  Admission  Tickets  x  $22.50  ea. 

(ages  7  and  up) 

Admission  Tickets  x  $19.50  ea. 
tages  3-6) 


  Meal  Tickets         x  $10.00  ea  =  

(ages  7  and  up) 

  Meal  Tickets  x  $5.00  ea  =  

{ages  3-6) 

Total  Amount  Due  (Payment  enclosed)  =   

Orl^fcn  ogrl  1  cni  yrcfcf  edir«nrl  free 

*  All  meal  tickets  must  be  purchased  in  advance. 

*  Make  check  payable  to  the  Youth  Convention  OFWB 

*  Payment  must  be  in  the  form  of  3  check, 

*  Deadline  for  ordering  tickets  is  May  30,  2002. 

Late  orders  can  be  picked  up  at  the  OEW6  Group  Sales  Window 
on  June  8.  2002.  from  9  AM  to  I  PM 

*  Order  in  advance  and  save. Tickets  will  be  $25> 
ja^es  7  &  up)  and  $22  (ages  3  to  6)  the  day  of  [he  event 


NAME 


CHURCH  NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


EMAIL 


PHONE 
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DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/2?/^ 

PERKINS  LIBRARY  ^ 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 

DURHAM          Nc  27706 


/ 


June  2-2002 


4  C* IT" 


Order  Form 

Please  send         sets*  of  Cetn^ueSt,  "Challenges  in  Teen  Discipleship' 

for  Summer  Quarter,  2002  @  $3.50  per  set,  plus  tax  and  ship- 
ping/handling (see  Chart  below). 

*A  set  includes  one  copy  of  Conquest  per  student  for 
each  Sunday. 

Subtotal 


Shipping/Handling  Chart 
10%  of  total  order 

($4.70  minimum  charge) 
6.5%  Sales  Tax 


$ 

Tax  $ 
Shipping  / Handling  $ 


Grand  Total 


$ 


Send  orders  to: 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  •  PO  Box  159  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 

(Please  give  your  complete  address — church,  superintendent,  etc. 
and  fill  out  the  form  below.) 


Bill  To: 

Account  Number 
Church  Name 
Attention 
Address 
City,  State,  Zip 


Ship  to:  (If  Different  From  Bill  To) 

Church  Name — .  

Attention  

Address  ™ — .  .  


City,  State,  Zip- 


Date  

Phone  Number  - 
Signature  


(In  case  we  have  questions) 


(person  ordering) 


All  requests,  payments,  return  policy,  and  price  changes 
will  follow  our  standing  order  forms. 
Thank  you  for  ordering  "Conquest." 


Editor's 


In  Support  of  Our  Ministries 


In  this  editorial  I  want  to  be  very  tactful,  yet  very 
straightforward.  I'm  almost  certain  there  will  be 

  some  who  disagree  with  me.  An  editor,  however, 

has  the  privilege  and  responsibility  to  speak  out,  even 
to  the  point  of  disagreement  if  the  expressed  motive  is 
for  the  good  of  the  whole — in  this  case,  for  the  good  of 
the  denomination. 

There's  no  doubt  about  it:  I  am  a  denominational 
person.  I  have  expressed  myself  in  this  matter  quite 
often.  I  am  a  proponent  of  what  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists believe,  practice,  and  support.  More  than  twenty- 
two  years  of  my  ministry  has  been  spent  in  direct  ser- 
vice to  my  denomination  in  the  area  of  ministries,  and, 
as  I  have  said  many  times,  I  am  grateful  for  each  op- 
portunity that  has  presented  itself  to  me.  Like  all  min- 
isters, I  have  sought  to  follow  His  plan  for  me,  but  I'm 
sure  I  have  made  a  few  wrong  rums  and  maybe  at  the 
wrong  time. 

Our  ministries  came  into  existence  because  of  cer- 
tain needs  that  existed  at  the  time,  and  those  needs 
abound  today.  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  placed  the 
challenge  upon  the  hearts  of  His  people  and  each  min- 
istry was  born  because  someone  saw  the  need  for  an 
orphanage,  an  official  church  "organ,"  a  college,  or 
missions,  etc.  Through  the  years,  each  one  has  faced 
difficult  times,  especially  those  of  longer  existence  such 
as  the  Children's  Home  and  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press. 

Each  of  our  ministries  serve  as  an  outreach,  and  in 
many  ways  ministers  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  because  we  realize  the  impor- 
tance of  being  a  part  of  the  outreach  of  the  church 
worldwide;  thus,  we  seek  to  minister  to  others. 

As  always,  the  extent  of  ministry  depends  on  the 
support  received  (financial  and  otherwise),  and  some- 
times regrettably,  support  is  inadequate  and  outreach 
and  service  is  hampered  because  we  "pick  and  choose" 
to  lend  greater  support  to  those  ministries  that  we  feel 
are  most  important  in  the  total  outreach  of  our  church. 
To  support  or  not  to  support,  and  to  what  extent,  must 
be  determined  in  each  one's  heart;  yet,  we  have  com- 
mitted ourselves.  We  have  done  so  in  the  establishment 
of  each  ministry  and  our  promises  to  support.  In  real- 
ity we  can  make,  weaken,  or  break  a  ministry.  How? 

1.  By  ignoring  or  forgetting  the  Covenant  we  made 
when  we  united  with  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  that  we  would  "...cooperate  in  the  promotion 
of  denominational  institutions  and  enterprises," — (Free 


Will  Baptist  Church  Covenant.) 

2.  When  our  ministers,  after 
agreeing  to  and  signing  "My  Min- 
isterial Code  of  Ethics,"  simply 
forget  it  as  if  it  did  not  matter,  es- 
pecially Section  III,  "My  Relationship  to  My  Denomi- 
nation" which  says:  "(1)  I  will  keep  myself  informed 
concerning  my  denomination  by  regular  attendance 
at  meetings  of  conferences  and  conventions,  reading 
denominational  periodicals,  and  familiarizing  myself 
with  our  history,  doctrine,  and  polity.  (2)  I  will  not  be 
unduly  critical  of  my  denomination,  but  will  cooper- 
ate in  correcting  whatever  faults  or  failures  that  may 
occur.  (3)  As  a  pastor,  I  will  seek  to  lead  the  church  (or 
churches)  which  I  serve  to  be  loyal  to  the  denomina- 
tion and  to  cooperate  with  its  program.  (4)  I  will  en- 
deavor to  be  loyal  to  my  denomination;  however,  if 
the  time  should  ever  come  when  I  feel  it  necessary  to 
sever  my  relationship  with  the  denomination,  I  will 
surrender  my  credentials  to  the  proper  authorities." 

3.  When  a  local  congregation  forgets  its  obligation 
as  expressed  in  The  Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles  of 
Church  Government  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists...  un- 
der "Objects  and  Duties  of  the  Local  Congregation:" 
"It  is  the  duty  of  each  congregation  to  pay  into  the  trea- 
sury sufficient  funds  to  support  local  church  programs 
and  the  entire  denominational  program  ...each  congre- 
gation shall  make  financial  contributions  to  the  de- 
nominational ministries,  institutions,  and  benevolent 
work." 

4.  When  we  hypocritically  claim  (minister  or  lay- 
person) to  be  supportive  of  a  program  or  ministry  while 
engaging  in  unfair  and  sometimes  unjustifiable  de- 
structive criticism,  especially  if  we  have  not  conscien- 
tiously sought  answers  to  our  doubts  and  questions. 
(Being  supportive  does  not  mean  we  always  agree  with 
everything  about  each  ministry;  rather,  we  have  ac- 
cepted the  broader  scope  of  its  purpose.) 

5.  When  we  allow  personality  conflicts  to  blind  our 
vision  to  the  greater  purpose.  We  are  all  different  with 
various  personalities.  Even  in  such  cases,  there  is  usu- 
ally something  positive  that  we  can  and  do  accept. 

6.  When  we  send  our  money  to  outside  sources  that 
have  no  real  vested  interest  in  the  promotion  and  ad- 
vancement of  our  own  ministries.  Who  benefits  in  the 
long  haul?  (To  be  continued.)  ❖ 
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■      |  ■  ere  at  First  Church  we  have 

W  ■  W  been  seeking  ways  to  continue 
^^Jr  to  go  forth  with  the  good  news 
of  Jesus  Christ.  This  may  simply  mean 
continuing  education  and  new  ways  of 
communicating  the  Gospel.  A  recent  semi- 
nar that  some  of  our  leaders  attended  fo- 
cused on  preparing  First  Church  to  do 
greater  things  for  the  Lord,  how  we  need 
to  know  where  we  are  with  our  ministry 
and  buildings  and  where  we  need  to  be 
going.  The  thing  that  spoke  to  me  the  most 
from  the  seminar  was  the  challenge  to 
redream  the  dream  for  the  church. 

As  we  come  together  today  as  a  confer- 
ence and  as  we  think  about  the  history  of 
our  denomination,  we  are  reminded  of 
people  like  Paul  Palmer  and  Joseph  Parker 
who  had  dreams  for  God.  They  had 
dreams  to  do  great  things  in  this  state  and 
in  this  country  and  throughout  the  world. 
In  this  nearly  275  years  of  ministry,  we 
have  made  a  difference  for  Christ  here  at 
home  and  on  the  field  abroad.  As  we  look 
at  the  needs  of  our  country,  we  realize  the 
sin  is  that  those  who  claim  to  be  Chris- 
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tians  have  quit  dreaming.  So  this  morn- 
ing, I  want  to  talk  about  redreaming  the 
dream  that  God  has  given  to  us  and  wants 
us  to  have  for  His  church  as  we  go 
throughout  the  world. 

Scripture:  Acts  2:14-21, 4047 

I  believe  that  many  pastors  and  many 
lay  people  have  stopped  dreaming,  and 
it  is  time  for  us  to  dream  again.  The  focus 
of  a  seminar  that  I  attended  was  on  long- 
term  church  planning,  which  included  for 
the  most  part  the  ministry.  One  thing  I 
understand,  if  you  will  concentrate  on 
ministry,  you  don't  have  to  worry  about 
the  funds  for  a  building  program.  The 
seminar  leader  called  upon  pastors  and 
laity  to  "Dream  big,  and  do  not  cut  your- 
self short  for  God,  but  dream  big  dreams." 
There  are  four  things  that  I  would  like  to 
share  with  you  about  redreaming  the 
dream. 

When  we  redream  the  dream,  we  shall 
have  a  fresh  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 


N.  C. 

When  we  look  at  the  Book  of  Acts, 
especially  the  first  chapter,  when  Jesus 
commissioned  the  apostles  to  go  into 
the  whole  world  with  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  He  told  them  to  wait  un- 
til they  would  be  endowed  with  power 
from  on  high.  The  Scriptures  teach  us 
that  they  were  gathered  together  as  a 
church,  about  120  of  them,  and  they 
were  praying,  worshipping,  praising 
God,  and  listening  to  the  Apostle's  doc- 
trine. They  were  a  family  of  God.  On 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  Holy  Spirit 
came  into  this  world  in  a  great  and 
mighty  way  and  the  world  has  never 
been  the  same. 

In  Acts  2:17  we  read  "And  it  shall 
come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  saith  God, 
I  will  pour  out  of  my  Spirit  upon  all 
flesh."  The  church  was  birthed  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost  and  the  followers  of 
Christ  received  an  outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  That  fresh  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  can  be  ours  today  if  we 
want  it.  The  Apostle  Paul  tells  us  in 
Ephesians  5:18  "...to  be  filled  with  the 
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Spirit."  The  Early  Church  was  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  they  were  do- 
ing great  things. 

Someone  recently  asked  a  member  of 
my  church,  "Is  First  Church  a  Spirit- 
filled  church?"  I  appreciate  the  lady 
who  was  asked  this  question  because 
she  is  a  Spirit-filled  person  and  she  re- 
sponded, "First  tell  me  what  that  means 
to  you."  To  her  it  meant  emotions.  The 
lady  from  my  church  understood  that 
being  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
much  deeper  than  emotions.  The  kind 
of  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  a 
church  needs  is  not  so  much  emotions, 
but  people  who  are  willing  to  commit 
themselves  to  Christ.  Recently  I  was 
reading  and  teaching  about  Zacharias. 
In  his  prophecy  after  the  birth  of  his  son 
John  the  Baptist,  the  Scriptures  tell  us 
that  he  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
When  reading  the  passage  carefully, 
you  will  find  what  was  happening  in 
Zacharias'  life: 

1.  He  was  praising  God  everywhere. 

2.  He  was  blessing  the  Holy  Name 
of  the  Lord. 

3.  He  was  also  obeying  the  Word. 

4.  He  honored  the  prophets. 
Zacharias  proclaimed  the  Good 

News  of  Jesus  Christ  and  God  gave  him 
a  special  vision  concerning  his  son, 
John  the  Baptist,  and  how  he  would 
prepare  the  way  for  our  Lord  and  Sav- 
ior, Jesus  Christ. 

Also,  as  I  think  about  being  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  am  reminded  of 
Paul's  writing  when  he  mentions  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit.  If  you  are  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit,  you  are  going  to  pro- 
duce the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  You  are  go- 
ing to  be  a  gentle  person.  You  are  go- 
ing to  be  a  kind  person  and  a  caring 
person.  You  are  going  to  be  a  person 
who  loves.  No  matter  what  an  indi- 
vidual might  do,  you  are  going  to  love 
that  person.  When  I  look  at  the  life  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  how  God's  Spirit  was 
upon  him,  the  Bible  teaches  me  time 
and  time  again  that  Jesus  ministered  to 
sinners  and  he  had  compassion  on 
them.  If  we  are  going  to  reach  the  un- 
churched, we  must  be  people  of  com- 
passion and  love.  That  will  only  hap- 
pen as  the  Holy  Spirit  is  filling  us  with 
His  love  and  His  power. 

How  many  of  you  realize  that  you 


need  a  fresh  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  your  life?  I  am  asking  you  to 
redream  the  dream  that  the  Apostle  Pe- 
ter and  all  the  apostles  were  dream- 
ing. God's  Spirit  will  be  poured  out 
upon  you  when  you  are  willing  to  do 
His  will. 

When  we  redream  the  dream  we  shall 
see  the  wonders  of  the  Lord. 

In  the  prophecy  that  Peter  quoted  from 
the  Book  of  Joel,  he  spoke  about  the  won- 
ders of  the  Lord.  What  he  was  referring 
to  was  the  awesome  day  of  the  Lord.  We 
can  read  about  it  in  the  Book  of  Revela- 


God  gave  him 
a  special  vision 
concerning  his  son... 


tion.  In  that  city,  the  new  Heaven  is  going 
to  be  ours,  where  we  will  live  with  Jesus 
Christ.  In  that  city  there  will  be  no  need  of 
the  sun  and  no  need  of  the  moon.  Why? 
Because  Jesus  Christ  is  the  light  of  that  city. 
I  know  all  of  the  scientific  information 
about  the  sun  and  moon  and  how  they 
stay  in  their  place.  I  still  don't  understand 
it,  but  I  know  it  is  up  there.  The  day  will 
come,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  when 
we  will  have  no  more  need  of  the  sun  or 
moon.  When  you  hear  scientists  talking 
about  how  some  day  the  moon  and  sun 
will  be  destroyed,  say  Amen. 

As  we  continue  to  look  at  our  text,  we 
note  that  as  the  apostles  were  preaching 
the  good  news,  they  were  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  were  doing  wonders. 
What  kind  of  wonders  can  we  do  as  a 
church?  We  can  proclaim  the  Good  News 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  then  we  will  see  lives 
change,  and  that  is  one  of  the  greatest 
wonders  we  can  see.  When  we  really  let 
the  Holy  Spirit  come  into  our  hearts,  we 
will  see  the  wonder  of  prayer.  Another 
great  wonder  that  will  take  place  is  that 
of  reading  and  studying  the  Word  more. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  Christians 
who  read  more  of  the  daily  newspaper  in 
a  day  than  they  read  the  Bible.  I  know 
people  who  have  to  have  that  morning 
paper,  and  that  is  okay,  I  am  not  against 


that,  for  we  need  to  keep  up  with  what  is 
going  on  in  our  world,  but  if  you  spend 
more  time  in  the  daily  newspaper  than 
you  are  the  Word,  I  am  here  to  tell  you 
that  I  don't  really  think  there  is  an  out- 
pouring of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  your  life.  If 
we  love  God's  Word,  we  are  going  to  read 
it  and  when  we  read  it,  we  are  going  to 
see  wonderful  things  happen.  As  I  read 
Psalm  1, 1  find  that  it  speaks  about  a  righ- 
teous man  who  meditates  upon  the  Word. 
What  is  the  wonder  of  that  individual? 
Well,  he  is  respected  among  his  people. 
He  becomes  like  a  tree,  planted  by  the  riv- 
ers of  water  that  flourishes  and  whatever 
he  seeks  to  do  will  prosper.  That  is  the 
wonder  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  work  within 
us.  We  need  to  redream  the  dream  and 
know  that  God  will  do  wonders  today.  We 
read  about  miracles  in  the  Bible.  God  is 
still  performing  miracles  in  people's  lives 
today.  I  have  seen  people  healed  of  all 
kinds  of  sicknesses.  I  have  seen  divine 
healing.  I  have  seen  divine  healing 
through  the  use  of  medicine  and  doctors. 
Whatever  method  God  wants  to  use,  He 
can  use  and  great  things  will  follow.  When 
these  things  happen,  we  need  to  give  the 
Lord  praise. 

I  had  a  wonderful  experience  a  few 
weeks  ago  with  one  of  my  members, 
whom  I  visited  at  the  hospital.  While  I  was 
visiting  with  her,  her  doctor  came  to  talk 
with  her,  so  I  excused  myself  and  went 
outside  the  room  while  he  made  his  visit. 
Before  he  left,  he  opened  the  door  and 
said,  "Pastor,  come  back  in.  I  want  you 
to  be  in  here  while  we  have  prayer  to- 
gether." I  went  to  one  side  of  her  bed  and 
he  went  on  the  other  side  and  the  doctor 
led  us  in  prayer.  I  consider  that  to  be  a 
wonder  of  the  Lord.  It  is  great  to  know 
that  there  are  doctors  who  believe  in 
prayer. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  had  some  outpa- 
tient surgery  on  my  neck.  The  doctor  was 
a  Christian.  I  was  awake  during  the  pro- 
cedure. Just  after  he  had  deadened  the 
area  he  began  talking  about  the  Lord 
while  he  was  operating  on  me.  I  was  glad 
to  hear  his  testimony,  but  I  really  wanted 
him  to  pay  attention  to  what  he  was  do- 
ing. My  point  is  that  it  is  wonderful  to 
find  people  like  that  in  our  society  today. 
The  Holy  Spirit  is  being  poured  out  on 
people  today.  Are  we  willing  to  receive 
that  outpouring  and  to  redream  the 
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dream  that  God  has  for  His  people  and 
for  His  church.? 

When  we  redream  the  dream  we  shall  see 
the  salvation  of  souls. 

The  text  says,  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
that  whoever  calls  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  saved"  (v.  21). 

My  father  died  at  age  32  when  I  was  11 
years  old .  We  lived  beside  my  father 's  par- 
ents. My  grandfather  became  like  a  father 
to  me  and  we  were  very  close.  In  1992  he 
was  diagnosed  with  lung  cancer.  I  visited 
with  him  often.  One  day  that  I  will  always 
remember  is  the  day  he  talked  with  me 
about  Acts  2:21.  He  said  to  me,  "The  pas- 
sage simply  says  that  if  you  call  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  you  will  be  saved."  I  said, 
"That  is  right  "and  I  asked,"  have  you  done 
that?"  He  replied,  "Yes,  I  have."  I  never 
worried  again  about  him. 

All  of  us  have  friends,  co-workers,  and 
neighbors  who,  if  they  were  to  die  today, 
would  not  go  to  Heaven.  We  need  to 
redream  the  dream  of  sharing  the  Good 
News  of  the  Gospel.  We  need  to  be  re- 
minded of  what  happened  when  these 
apostles  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
with  this  fresh  outpouring.  They  preached 
the  Word  and  "...  they  that  gladly  received 
his  word  were  baptized:  and  that  same  day 
there  were  added  unto  them  about  three 
thousand  souls  (v.  41).  If  something  like 
that  happened  in  our  churches,  it  would 
give  many  pastors  a  headache  in  assimi- 
lating new  members.  When  we  redream 
the  dream  of  sharing  the  Gospel  with  the 
lost  world,  we  will  see  people  saved.  I  have 
heard  a  lot  of  people  talk  about  sharing 
their  faith,  I  have  heard  a  lot  of  people  criti- 
cize various  evangelism  methods,  I  have 
been  through  some  evangelism  programs. 
I  have  been  through  Evangelism  Explosion, 
the  Four  Spiritual  Laws,  the  ABC's  of  the 
Gospel,  and  many  other  programs.  Don't 
criticize  the  method  that  I  may  use  if  you 
don't  have  a  method.  If  you  have  a  method, 
I  will  listen  to  you,  but  don't  try  to  tell  me 
how  to  share  my  faith,  if  you  are  not  doing 
it.  We  need  to  be  doing  evangelism.  Dr.  Bill 
Bennett,  speaking  at  a  seminar  a  few  weeks 
ago  on  the  doctrine  of  election,  said  that  it 
is  amazing  to  him  when  we  witness  more 
people  are  elected. 

God  is  calling  us  to  share  the  Good 
News.  As  a  pastor,  I  have  come  to  realize  I 
want  my  church  to  be  a  growing  church 


that  carries  the  Gospel  to  this  community 
and  to  the  world,  I  have  a  responsibility  to 
equip  my  people  to  share  the  gospel.  I  am 
doing  my  best  to  take  the  Lord  seriously 
by  training  some  of  our  church  members. 
Some  of  our  people,  after  tiairiing,  have 
shared  their  faith  in  ways  they  have  never 
had  before.  One  such  person,  a  lady  in  our 
church  said,  "You  know,  before  I  took  this 
course  I  never  could  have  done  that. "  Pas- 
tors, if  you  don't  have  a  program  in  which 
you  are  training  your  people  on  how  to 
share  their  faith,  you  are  not  doing  your 
job,  and  you  need  to  redream  the  dream  of 
sharing  the  Good  News.  Jesus  "came  to 
save  that  which  was  lost"  and  He  has  com- 
missioned His  followers  to  carry  this  Good 
News  to  our  world.  We  cannot  be  content 
within  the  walls  of  our  church  buildings. 

One  of  my  favorite  pastors,  whom  I 
learned  so  much  from  and  is  now  with  the 
Lord,  was  the  Rev.  O.  B.  Jones.  Many  of 
you  knew  him  and  loved  him.  I  loved  his 
little  short  sayings.  I  remember  once  when 
he  spoke  at  Cragmont  Assembly  about  this 
very  thing:  "You  can  sit  in  your  study  and 
thumb  fiddle  with  the  prospect  cards  all 
day  long,  but  until  you  put  the  key  in  the 
switch  and  turn  it  on,  nothing  is  going  to 
happen."  What  he  was  simply  saying  is 
that  you  have  to  get  out  of  your  comfort 
zone  and  share  the  gospel.  You  have  to  get 
out  of  the  walls  of  the  church.  Jesus  didn't 
tell  the  lost  to  come  to  the  church,  He  told 
the  church  to  go  to  the  lost.  Let's  remember 
that.  Redream  that  dream;  read  the  Word 
of  God  and  let  it  speak  to  your  heart. 

When  we  redream  the  dream  we  shall  live 
holy  lives. 

Look  at  what  was  happening  in  the  Early 
Church.  "And  they  continued  steadfastly 
in  the  apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowship,  in 
the  breaking  of  bread  and  in  prayers"  (v. 
42)."..  .And  the  Lord  added  to  the  church 
daily  those  were  being  save."  If  you  want 
to  live  a  holy  life,  get  in  his  Word.  If  you 
want  to  live  a  holy  life,  have  fellowship 
with  one  another.  I  hear  a  lot  of  people  talk- 
ing about  how  they  don't  need  the  fellow- 
ship of  brother  ministers,  etc.,  but  you  do 
need  that  fellowship.  God  said  you  need 
it.  God  said  you  are  to  be  a  part  of  it  and 
the  fellowship  that  I  am  talking  about  is 
not  going  into  the  fellowship  hall  and  eat- 
ing a  meal  together;  it  is  sharing  your  life 
with  someone  and  they  in  turn  sharing 


their  life  with  you.  That  is  Christian  fellow- 
ship! We  must  get  involved  in  the  lives  of 
people  and  when  new  people  come  into 
our  churches,  if  we  are  living  a  holy  life, 
we  will  have  to  get  out  of  our  seats  and  sit 
somewhere  else  in  the  church.  Are  you 
willing  to  even  leave  a  Sunday  school  class 
that  you  are  in  and  go  to  another  one  if  that 
new  person  would  feel  more  comfortable 
there.  Are  you  going  to  be  willing  to  do 
whatever  it  takes  to  help  the  kingdom  of 
God  to  grow?  Christian  fellowship  will  be 
experienced  when  we  get  involved  in  the 
lives  of  other  people.  We  must  meet  people 
where  they  are  and  begin  a  relationship 
with  them  there,  and  then  bring  them  to 
Christ.  That  is  what  you  are  going  to  have 
to  do.  You  must  be  willing  to  invest  some 
time  to  do  that  and  you  can't  do  it  in  a  hit- 
and-miss  situation.  You  have  got  to  do  it 
on  a  regular  basis.  If  you  will  do  it,  the  Lord 
will  bless  you. 

If  you  are  going  to  live  a  holy  life,  you 
must  share  the  Lord's  Table  as  you  gather 
around  that  meal  that  he  has  prepared  for 
us,  remembering  that  the  blood  does  still 
have  power.  You  can  be  a  holy  person!  I 
am  so  thankful  for  I  John  1:9  which  de- 
clares: "If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful 
and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins  and  to  cleanse 
us  from  all  unrighteousness." 

Jesus  calls  us  through  His  Word  to  live 
holy  lives.  It  is  our  reasonable  service.  Don't 
conform  to  the  world,  but  be  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  mind.  If  you  are 
going  to  make  some  changes  in  your 
church  for  Christ,  for  the  good  of  the  church 
and  the  kingdom  of  God,  you  have  got  to 
change  your  mind.  You  can  pray  all  night 
if  you  want  to,  but  unless  you  are  willing 
to  put  feet  to  your  prayers,  nothing  is  go- 
ing to  happen.  Prayer  does  great  things  and 
I  am  a  great  believer  in  prayer,  but  I  also 
believe  Jesus  expects  us  to  do  what  we  can, 
to  use  the  abilities  that  Christ  has  given  us. 

As  we  live  a  holy  life  we  will  be  seeking 
harmony  and  unity  with  one  another.  I 
understand  that  in  a  congregation  of  40 
people,  you  have  40  different  opinions,  but 
we  can  agree  to  disagree  on  some  things. 
We  can  do  the  work  of  God  in  harmony 
and  unity.  There  are  some  essentials  about 
the  faith  and  doctrine  that  are  not  nego- 
tiable, as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  We  need  to 
do  our  best  to  live  in  harmony  and  unity 
with  one  another,  so  that  when  the  world 
continued  on  page  8 
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A  Message  Por  Tye  Heart 


While  heart  transplants  are  a 
relative  new  procedure  in 
the  field  of  medical  science, 
they've  been  the  backbone  of  Christian- 
ity since  the  first  century. 

One  is  physical  and  the  other  spiritual^ 
yet  they  share  much  in  common 
Both  give  hope  for  the  prom- 
ise of  a  new  life — where  there 
was  none.  And  neither  would 
possible  had  someone  not  given 
their  life  first. 

But  the  similarities  don't  end 
there.  Both  can  be  rejected  and  of- 
ten are.  Occasionally  a  recipient's 
body  will  reject  that  new  physical 
heart  and  there  is  nothing  medical  sci- 
ence can  do  to  prevent  death. 

And  then  sometimes  we  reject  our  new 
"spiritual"  heart  because  we're  unwill- 
ing to  divest  ourselves  of  the  sin  that 
gripped  the  old  one,  which  ultimately 
results  in  a  spiritual  death  and  a  future 
of  eternal  "damnation." 

Matthew  7:21-23  addresses  the  matter 
of  rejection. 

"Not  every  one  who  saith  unto  me, 
Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven:  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father,  who  is  in  heaven. 

"Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord, 
Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy 
name?  And  in  thy  name  have  cast  out 
demons?  And  in  thy  name  done  many 
wonderful  works? 

"And  then  I  will  profess  unto  them,  I 
never  knew  you;  depart  from  me,  ye  that 
work  iniquity." 

While  many  modern-day  Biblical 
scholars  have  summarily  written  off 
these  verses  as  referring  to  "false  lead- 
ers" and  nothing  more,  the  question  re- 
mains: Are  they?  Given  the  admonish- 
ments to  the  church  found  throughout 
the  New  Testament,  could  it  be  that  Jesus 
was  targeting  those  "followers"  who  con- 
tinued to  live  in  sin? 

If  that  were  not  the  case,  why  would 
Paul  in  his  letter  to  the  Corinthian  Church 
bother  to  tell  them  not  to  be  deceived 
since  neither  fornicators  nor  adulterers 
shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God?  If  they 
were  assured  of  eternal  life  by  virtue  of 


by  Charles  Sebesta 

their  initial  commitment  to  follow  Christ, 
what  difference  would  it  make? 

Time  after  time  we  find  the  writers  of 


the  New  Testament  saying  that  there  is 
no  place  in  heaven  for  those  guilty  of  liv- 
ing in  adultery  or  fornication,  or  more 
specifically,  those  living  together  outside 
the  bonds  of  holy  matrimony. 

In  1  Corinthians  6:9-10  the  Apostle 
Paul  wrote:  "...Be  not  deceived:  neither 
fornicators,  ...nor  adulterers,  ...shall  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God."  In  Galatians 
5:19-21  Paul  wrote:  "Now  the  works  of 
the  flesh  are  manifest,  which  are  these; 
adultery,  fornication,  ...as  I  have  also  told 
you  in  time  past,  that  they  which  do  such 
things  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God." 

Note  also  his  words  in  Ephesians  5:5: 
"For  this  ye  know,  that  no  whoremongers 
(fornicator), . .  .hath  any  inheritance  in  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  and  of  God." 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  declared:  "Mar- 
riage is  honorable  in  all,  and  the  bed  un- 
defiled,  but  whoremongers  and  adulter- 
ers God  will  judge"  (Hebrews  13:4). 

In  Revelation  21:  8,  we  read:  "But  the 
fearful,  and  unbelieving,  ...and  fornica- 
tor, ...shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake 
which  burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone, 
which  is  the  second  death." 

Now  make  no  mistake  about  it,  God 
will  forgive  anyone  of  adultery  and  for- 
nication. Acts  3:19  tells  us  that  all  we  have 
to  do  is  "repent  and  be  converted." 

But  does  that  not  mean  that  the  for- 
giveness is  contingent  on  ending  the 
adulterous  or  fortuitous  relationship? 


How  can  you  say  I'm  sorry  for  what  I've 
done  and  ask  forgiveness  without  leav- 
ing that  sin  at  the  feet  of  Jesus? 

A  debt  can  never  be  paid  in  full  if  the 
credits  and  debits  remain  the  same  for- 
ever. 

Take  electricity  for  an  example.  As 
long  as  the  power  is  being  used,  the 
meter  is  running.  We  can  go  to  the 
utility  company  everyday  for  the 
rest  of  our  lives  and  pay  for  the  en- 
ergy expended  in  the  previous  24 
hours,  but  the  indebtedness  will 
never  be  extinguished  as  long  as 
the  lights  continue  to  burn.  Only 
after  the  power  is  cut  off,  can  we  pay 
the  debt  in  full. 
Likewise  that  "adulterous"  or  "fortu- 
itous" relationship  cannot  be  forgiven 
until  it  ceases  to  exist.  America  has  a  lot 
of  want-a-be  "believers"  who  have  read 
the  Left  Behind  series  and  they  truly  want 
to  be  Christians — as  long  as  it  does  not 
interfere  with  their  chosen  "life-style." 
They  want  to  stuff  Jesus  in  that  "bag- 
gage" they  have  been  carrying  so  they 
can  have  both. 

As  a  result,  they  continue  to  ignore 
what  the  Bible  teaches.  They  believe  that 
their  illicit  and  adulterous  relationship 
with  their  partner  is  socially  acceptable. 
And  it  may  be  in  the  eyes  of  a  modern 
society  that  has  watered  down  today's 
moral  standards  to  a  point  of  placing 
America  on  the  same  level  with  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah. 

Maybe  it's  time  that  some  one  took 
note  of  the  fact  that  doing  the  things  that 
were  socially  acceptable  is  what  brought 
the  wrath  of  God  on  those  legendary  cit- 
ies of  sin. 

And  it  also  might  be  a  good  time  for 
some  of  us  to  check  and  see  if  our  reser- 
vations for  Heaven  are  guaranteed  with 
something  other  than  a  credit  card!  ❖ 


(Mr.  Sebesta  is  the  retired  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  twenty-first  District  of  the  state 
of  Texas.  He  is  formerly  a  member  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Bryan,  Texas.) 
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Breaking  BREAD  Together  Offers  Lending  Library 


reaking  Bread  Together,  an  ecu- 

Bmenical  project  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, has  developed  a  lending 
library  of  materials  to  assist  communi- 
ties of  faith  in  becoming  more  accessible 
to  and  inclusive  of  persons  with  disabili- 
ties and  their  families  in  the  life  of  the 
congregation.  The  lending  library  offers 
books,  videotapes,  pamphlets,  curricula, 
audiotapes  and  resource  lists. 

The  BREAD  in  Breaking  Bread  Together 
stands  for  Barriers,  Rejection,  Exclusion, 
Attitudes  and  Discrimination.  This  ecu- 
menical project  assists  communities  of 
faith  in  breaking  through  those  barriers, 
eliminating  rejection  and  exclusion, 
changing  attitudes,  and  fighting  dis- 
crimination through  public  awareness, 
education,  and  training. 

Examples  of  library  materials  include: 

•  Barrier-Free  Friendships,  by  Joni 
Eareckson  Tada  and  Steve  Jensen 
(book) 

•  No  Disabled  Souls,  by  Jim  Pierson 
(book) 

•  Expressing  Faith  in  Jesus:  Church 


Membership  for  People  with  Mental 
Impairments,  by  Ronald  C.  Vredeveld 
(booklet) 

•  Accessibility  Audit  for  Churches,  ed. 
by  the  Rev.  Kathy  N.  Reeves  (booklet) 

•  Everyone  Counts,  a  videotape  by  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee  on 
how  several  communities  of  faith 
have  reached  out  to  persons  with 
disabilities 

•  Give  It  Away,  a  videotape  on 
Friendship  Ministries 

•  Several  Bible  study  curricula  for 
persons  with  cognitive  disabilities 
from  Friendship  Ministries 

•  The  Bible  on  audiotape  from  Aurora 
Ministries 

To  request  a  list  of  available  materi- 
als, contact  Hulon  Whitehead  or  Keith 
Letchworth  one  of  the  following  ways: 
Voice:  252-746-4963  Fax:  252-746-7993 
E-mail:  of  wbconvhq@coastalnet.com. 
Mailing  Address: 

Breaking  BREAD  Together 
Post  Office  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
Attn:  Lending  Library  ❖ 


REDREAMING  THE  DREAM... continued 
from  page  6 

looks  at  the  church,  they  will  see  people 
who  love  each  other  and  love  their  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  We  want  the  world  to  ask, 
what  makes  those  Christians  love  one 
another?  For  this  to  happen  we  must  be 
living  a  holy  life  that  gives  praise  to  the 
Lord.  We  must  live  this  life  not  only  in 
church,  but  also  in  our  workplace  and 
neighborhoods.  When  we  live  a  holy 
life,  we  will  see  people  added  to  the 
church  not  just  on  Sunday  morning,  but 
daily. 

I  challenge  every  church  here  today, 
every  pastor  here  today,  to  redream  the 
dream!  Redream  the  dream  and  receive 
the  fresh  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit! 
Redream  the  dream  and  see  the  won- 
ders of  God!  Redream  the  dream  and  see 
people  saved  and  added  to  the  church! 
Redream  the  dream  and  live  a  holy  life 
for  the  Lord!  I  ask  you  to  do  that  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  ❖ 
(This  message  was  preached  in  the  November, 
2001  meeting  of  the  Central  Conference  of  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists.) 


Hansley  Resigns  Position 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley 
has  submitted  his  resigna- 
tion, effective  May  31, 2002, 
as  General  Administrator  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  The  Convention's  Execu- 
tive Committee  will  assume  the 
duties  of  this  office  until  such  time 
as  a  new  General  Administrator  can 
be  secured.  Mrs.  Andrea  Cox  will 
remain  in  her  position  as  adminis- 
trative assistant. 

Information  on  the  job  descrip- 
tion, requirements  for  employment, 
and  procedure  for  applications  and 
interviews  will  be  posted  in  the  July 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

For  additional  information,  con- 
tact Convention  Secretary  Buddy 
Sasser.  ❖ 


Note  :  This  column  is  provided,  when  needed,  for 
any  church  that  is  seeking  a  pastor  and  for  any 
minister  who  is  seeking  a  church  to  serve  and  would 
like  to  give  such  notice.  Please  send  the  necessary 
h  formation  to  the  editor  of  "The  Free  Will  Baptist. " 
(Each  notice  will  run  for  two  issues  only.) 


Shady  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church — Spivey's  Corner,  NC  is 
seeking  a  youth  minister.  Resumes  may 
be  sent  in  care  of  Search  Committee, 
7605  Newton  Grove  Hwy,  Dunn,  NC 
28334  (910)  567-6419.  ♦ 

The  Rev.  M.  E.  Cox — is  available  for 
pastoral  supply  work.  He  may  be  con- 
tacted by  phone  (919)  643-2770.  ❖ 

Black  Jack  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church — Greenville,  NC,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  youth  minister.  This  person 
might  also  serve  some  functions  of  as- 
sociate pastor.  Interested  candidates 
may  send  resume  to  the  church  office, 
2972  Black  Jack/Simpson  Road, 
Greenville,  NC  27857,  ❖ 

Oak  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church — Bladenboro,  NC,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  pastor.  Interested  candidates 
are  asked  to  contact  the  Rev.  Freddie 
Edwards,  1799  Guyton  Road, 
Bladenboro,  NC  28320,  or  call  (910)  648- 
4371  after  6:00  pm.  ❖ 

The  Rev.  Swade  Benson — is  available 
for  pastoral  work.  He  may  be  contacted 
at  6360  Little  Creek  Church  road, 
Clayton,  NC  27580,  or  phone  (919)  552- 
4837.  ♦ 

The  Rev.  Braxton  Carter — is  available 
to  supply,  fill-in,  or  pastor.  Ordained  in 
1976,  Youth  Director  experience.  Any 
church  interested  may  contact  him  at 
home:  (919)  553-7246  or  mobile  (919) 
868-5923.  ♦ 
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Children's 


Home 


he  change  for  children  was  a 
huge  success  last  year.  Again 
this  year,  we  believe  the  Lord 
will  bless  the  efforts  of  many  Free  Will 
Baptists  who  give  their  change  for 
Children's  Home  ministry  The  campaign 
generates  financial  support  for  us  during 
the  crucial  summer  months  and  also  in- 
creases awareness  of  our  child-care  min- 
istry. 

We  would  like  to  say  a  special  thanks 
to  all  of  our  churches  who  participated  in 
last  year's  campaign.  This  campaign  gave 
everyone  an  opportunity  to  experience 
giving  in  a  simple  and  economical  way. 

We  would  like  to  invite  everyone  to 
save  your  change  again  this  year.  Each 
church  should  receive  information,  bul- 


letin inserts,  and 

change  bags  to  help  them  prepare  for 
the  launching  of  the  "Change  for  Children 
02"  campaign. 

At  the  end  of  May  all  collection  bags 
will  be  turned  into  your  church.  Your  pas- 
tor or  church  officer  will  be  responsible 
for  sending  the  funds  to  the  Children's 
Home. 

Please  be  in  prayer  for  our  ministry  at 
the  Home  and  for  another  successful  year 
with  the  "Change  for  Children"  cam- 
paign. Thank  you  for  the  support.  Your 
gifts  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the 
children  we  serve. 

We  request  that  you:  pray  for  the 
Children's  Home  ministry.  Encourage  all 
of  your  family  members  to  save  their 


change  for  the  Children's 
Home  during  the  month  of 
May.  Designate  May  26  as  Children's 
Home  Sunday.  Support  the  Children's 
Home  in  this  campaign. 

This  opportunity  will  encourage  Free 
Will  Baptist  families  to  work  together  col- 
lecting their  change,  provide  Free  Will 
Baptists  and  new  members  the  opportu- 
nity to  learn  more  about  the  Children's 
Home,  increase  awareness  of  your  child- 
care  ministry,  and  increase  financial  sup- 
port from  Free  Will  Baptist  churches. 

May  God  bless  you  in  all  of  your  en- 
deavors. For  information  or  to  request 
more  bags  please  contact  Gary  Lee,  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  Inc.  252- 
235-2161.  * 
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Gifts  for  the  Children 

by  May  Pittman 

TThe  Crusaders  Sunday  school 
class  of  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Greenville,  NC,  re- 
ceived a  double  blessing  at  Christmas. 
We  elected  to  forego  our  own  exchang- 
ing of  presents  and  to  donate  that 
amount  of  money  to  buy  gifts  for  the 
children  in  the  Street  Ministry  Pro- 
gram in  Cebu,  Philippines. 

We  made  one  stipulation  to  Sandra 
Jones  when  we  talked  with  her  about 

Work  and  Pray 

by  Jethro  Gamoso 

Greetings  in  Christ's  name!  It  is 
a  rare  privilege  to  be  one  of 
God's  servants  who  labors  in 
His  vineyard  here  in  the  province  of 
Palawan,  Philippines.  I  am  presently 
pastoring  the  Agape  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Inagawan,  with  seventeen 
families.  I  am  grateful  to  the  Lord  for 
using  me  in  His  ministry.  By  God's 
grace,  the  Holy  Spirit  revealed  to  me  the 
purpose  of  the  church  members  is  to 
continue  to  support  the  mission  in  or- 
der to  save  souls  and  plant  new 
churches.  Who  can  save  man  except  God 
alone  through  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit?  Who  else  can  plant  churches?  No 
one  else  but  God,  as  He  uses  His  people 


it  — we  didn't  mind  their  buying 
clothes  with  the  money  if  they  were 
needed,  but  we  wanted  to  be  sure  that 
each  child  received  some  toys.  We  also 
asked  that  they  please  take  pictures  so 
we  could  see  their  gifts  and  the  expres- 
sions on  their  faces.  We  were  well  re- 
warded when  we  received  the  pic- 
tures. 

As  we  passed  the  pictures  among 
us,  it  gave  us  the  feeling  that  we  were 


in  the  midst  of  their  party  and  could 
enjoy  the  delight  on  each  child's  face 
as  they  opened  their  gifts. 

We  certainly  did  not  miss  getting  a 
gift  at  our  Christmas  party,  but  instead 
we  realized  the  joy  of  sharing,  even 
half  way  around  the  world.  We  feel 
that  we  are  the  ones  who  received  the 
blessing —  it's  true  that  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,  which 
is  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas.  ❖ 


with  their  gifts  and  talents  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

We  have  many  weaknesses  but  we  are 
still  yielded  to  His  leading  in  our  lives 
to  fulfill  His  purposes.  One  of  our  tar- 
gets is  to  lift  up  the  weak  people  and 


teach  them  the  Word  of  God.  We  have 
goals  and  plans  for  our  fields,  so  we 
.need  your  prayers  that  all  workers  will 
commit  their  lives  to  God's  work.  To 
God  be  the  glory!  Great  things  He  has 
done!  ❖ 
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Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness 

by  Pastor  June  Buscano 

Aribungos  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Brooke's  Point, 
Palawan,  Philippines,  held, 
the  Thanksgiving  Day  last  October  28, 
2001.  The  speaker  for  this  occasion  was 
the  Rev.  Nerie  Peralta,  wherein  he 
challenged  the  brethren  to  be  commit- 
ted and  faithful  to  the  Lord  through 
the  Word  of  God.  He  also  preached  the 
true  meaning  of  Thanksgiving. 

The  picture  were  taken  as  represen- 
tation of  God's  faithfulness.  Young 
people  and  children  rendered  their 
presentations  as  a  way  of  thanksgiv- 
ing. Truly,  God  does  not  forsake  those 
who  continually  and  consistently 
faithfully  serve  Him. 

We  are  hoping  that  you  always  in- 
clude us  in  your  prayers.  Great  is  thy 
faithfulness!  ❖ 

Youth  Letter  From  Bulgaria 

by  Lily  Ivanova  Stephanova 

My  name  is  Lily  Ivanova 
Stephanova  and  I  am  eighteen 
years  old.  In  the  past  I  was 
very  bad,  without  faith  in  anything. 
Love  and  care  for  others  were  strange 
to  me  and  I  enjoyed  to  tease  people  dis- 
turbingly by  all  means  I  could.  Accord- 
ing to  our  neighbors,  I  was  very  inven- 
tive. The  devil  was  ruling  my  heart  and 
my  mind  in  this  period  of  my  life. 
When  I  was  ten  years  old,  I  was  invited 
by  Tezdjan  to  follow  Bible  studies  in  the 
garage  of  Willem,  together  with  other 
friends  of  the  Gypsy  camp.  Most  of  us 
are  still  meeting  there  daily.  We  call  it 
the  club,  which  is  close  to  our  camp  and 
we  enjoy  to  visit  there  and  just  to  pass 
even  if  it  is  not  the  hour  that  we  shall 
meet  there. 

Tezdjan  taught  me  to  read  and  to 
write,  because  I  never  went  to  school. 
The  first  day  that  we  had  prayer  to- 
gether I  thought:  "Is  that  real,  is  that 
true?  Is  the  woman  not  lying  to  us?" 
But  I  continued  to  go  every  day,  be- 
cause the  lessons  were  very  interesting. 
After  some  months  we  had  a  lesson 
about  the  question:  "Why  did  Jesus  die 


such  a  terrible  death?"  That  day  I  un- 
derstood that  He  had  to  suffer  also  be- 
cause of  me  and  I  was  feeling  very 
ashamed.  That  shame  took  away  my 
wish  to  disturb  people  and  I  began  to 
help  others. 

One  evening  my  mother  became 
very  sick  and  I  heard  her  weeping  on 
her  bed.  Next  morning,  she  was  weep- 
ing again,  caused  by  the  constant  pain 
she  suffered.  Then  I  thought:  "Let  me 
pray  to  my  Lord  to  save  my  mother 
from  the  pain  she  has."  I  prayed  hard, 


but  my  mother  continued  to  have  a  lot 
of  pain.  I  was  very  worried  and  did  not 
know  what  to  do.  Probably,  I  did  not 
pray  with  my  whole  heart  and  that  is 
why  my  prayers  were  not  accepted  by 
my  Lord.  I  realized  that  true  love  and 
true  faith  in  God  are  important  matters, 
which  make  prayers  to  be  accepted.  In 
the  night  I  prayed  again  and  put  my 
whole  heart  and  mind  in  my  prayers 
to  be  able  to  help  my  mother.  The  same 
night  I  had  a  dream.  In  my  dream  three 
angels  came  to  me  and  they  told  me: 
"Your  mother  will  be  good  tomorrow." 
When  I  woke  up  my  mother  was  firing 
the  wood  stove,  she  was  walking 
around  without  any  complaint  and 
sign  of  pain.  I  know  that  Jesus  helped 
my  mother.  Since  that  time  I  try  to  do 
what  Jesus  wants  from  me,  because  He 
is  real;  He  heard  what  I  have  asked  Him 
and  I  desire  to  answer  his  love  with  all 
the  love  that  can  come  from  my  heart 
and  soul.  I  am  very  thankful  to  God 
who  protects  me  and  helps  me  to  stay 
away  from  evil,  he  teaches  me  and 
gives  me  wisdom  to  serve  him.  But 
above  all  I  thank  God  for  the  promises 
of  a  wonderful  life  in  Paradise  one  day. 
My  life  is  not  hopeless  anymore.  ❖ 
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Cragmont 


The  Cragmont  View  for  2002 


May 


5-8  Spring  Swing  Golf  and  Shop/  contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-637-7171 


20-23  Minister's  Conference/  contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-633-2683 


June 


3-8  June  Women's  Conference/  contact 
Teresa  Ball  at  252-524-4677 

10-15  Cragmont  Youth  Conference/contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-633-2683 

17-22  Christian  Cadet  Conference /con  tact 
Wes  Boyd  at  919-736-9436 

24-29  Youth  Frontier  Conference  YFA/con- 
tact  Janie  Sowers  at  252-235-2408 

July 

1-6  Youth  Frontier  Conference  AFC/con- 
tact Frankie  Baggett  at  252-746-7850 

8-13  General  Youth  Conference  II/  contact 
Chris  Singleton  at  910-298-3520 

15-20  General  Youth  Conference  I /contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-633-2683 

22-27  Young  Peoples  Bible  Conference/ 
contact  James  Gurganus  at  252-223-5251 

29-August  3,  August  Women's  Confer- 
ence/contact Teresa  Ball  at  252-524-4677 

August 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 


September 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 

October 

13-16  Fall  Gospel  Festival  I/contact  Bryant 
Hines  at  252-637-7171 

17-20  Cragmont  Club  1/  information 
mailed 

20-23  Fall  Gospel  Festival  II /contact  Bryant 
Hines  at  252-637-7171 

24-27  Cragmont  Club  II/  information 
mailed 

28-30  Cragmont  Club  Weekday  /  informa- 
tion mailed 

November 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 

December 

Senior  Weekday  Specials  Available 

5-8  Cragmont  Christmas  I/contact  Bryant 
Hines  at  252-637-7171 

9-12  Cragmont  Christmas  II/contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  252-637-7171 

Note:  Senior  Weekday  Specials  are  three  nights 
for  the  price  of  two  in  the  main  building 
during  certain  Monday  through  Thursday 
periods.  Contact  Bryant  Hines  at  252-637- 
7171  for  further  information.  ❖ 


Vision  Walk  2002  A  Tremendous  Success 


Many  "Thank  Yous"  to  all  who 
helped  to  make  our  first  vision 
walk  such  a  great 
success.  To  Joan  Little  and  all 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Woman's 
Auxiliaries  who  provided  fi- 
nancial means  to  purchase 
our  food,  drinks,  and  snacks 
for  the  entire  day;  to  Elmer 
Harrell  and  the  State 
Layman's  League  for  cooking 
those  great  hot  dogs,  ham- 
burgers, and  cheese  burgers; 
to  Howard  Scott  for  provid- 
ing tables  and  chairs  for  the 
staff  to  use  for  the  day;  to  great  staff  mem- 
bers who  worked  many  hours  both  be- 
fore and  during  this  day  to  make  it  run 
smoothly;  to  youth  leaders  who  came  and 
spent  the  day  (walking)  with  their  kids; 


and  to  247  great  youth  from  the  follow- 
ing churches  who  came  out  and  raised 


over  $17,750.00  toward  the  new  gym/ rec- 
reational facility  that  Cragmont  desper- 
ately needs!  Thanks  to  one  and  all! 

Free  Will  Baptist  youth  participated 
from  the  following  Free  Will  Baptist 


Spring  Golf  And  Shop 
May  5-8, 2002 

You  can  golf  or 
you  can  shop. 
I  Come  as  a  group 
of  men  or  women, 
singles  or  couples. 

Golf:  Two  days  of 
golf    are  planned. 
Transportation  to  and  from  the 
courses  will  be  provided. 

Shop:  Two  days  of  shopping  are 
planned.  Transportation  will  be  pro- 
vided. 

Devotions:  Each  evening  a  short 
devotion  and  time  of  fellowship  will 
be  planned. 

Cost:  Golfer;  $175  per  person — in- 
cluding two  rounds  of  golf,  transpor- 
tation to  and  from  golf  course,  three 
breakfasts,  two  evening  meals,  and 
three  night's  lodging. 

Shopper:  $100  includes  all  of  the 
above  except  two  days  golfing. 

Registration:  To  register  call  the 
Cragmont  office.  A  $50  nonrefund- 
able deposit  is  required.  The  balance 
is  due  upon  arrival.  Methods  of  pay- 
ment accepted  are:  Visa,  MasterCard, 
Discover,  and  American  Express, 
checks  or  cash.  Please  do  not  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  ❖ 


Churches:  Bethany,  Core  Creek,  Daniels 
Chapel,  Deep  Run,  Faith  (Four  Oaks)  Free 
Union  (Walstonburg), 
Goldsboro  First,  Howell 
Swamp,  King's  Crossroads, 
Marlboro,  Marsh  Swamp, 
Micro,  Ormondsville, 
Pleasant  Grove  (Pikeville), 
Pleasant  Plain,  Powhatan, 
Rains  Crossroads,  Reedy 
Branch,  Shady  Grove, 
Spring  Branch,  St.  Mary's 
(Kenly),  St.  Mary's  (New 
Bern),  Tarboro  First,  Union 
Grove,  Westside,  Winter- 
green  and  Winterville. 

We  are  already  looking  forward  to  Vi- 
sion Walk  2003  and  the  continuing  jour- 
ney that  will  take  Cragmont  to  New 
Heights!  ❖ 
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Mount  Olive 


Above:  (L.  to  R.)  Brian  Davis,  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Wilson;  Michael  Wiggs,  Stoney 
Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church;  Charles  Davis,  Union  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Wayne 
County;  and  the  Rev.  Ed  Miles,  first  Mount  Olive  College  Baseball  Coach  and  Free  Will  Baptist 
Minister  (retired). 


Spring  Family  Weekend 

Spring  Family  Weekend  began  with 
the  forty-fifth  anniversary  celebra- 
tion of  the  Zeta  Epsilon  Chapter  of 
Phi  Beta  Lambda  in  the  Murphy  Regional 
Center  on  Friday  April  5.  Brad  Piner  '02, 
president  of  PBL,  from  Juniper  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  Sonya 
McCoy  '80,  PBL  advisor,  from  Hugo  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  hosted  the  evening. 
Greetings  were  brought  by  Terry 
Lowrance  of  the  North  Carolina  PBL  and 
memories  were  shared  by  former  PBL 
members  including  Bryan  Hetrick  '97 
alumni  speaker. 

Saturday  began  with  Alumni  partici- 
pation in  a  Soccer  Tournament.  An  alumni 
from  as  far  away  as  Vermont  was  on  hand 
for  the  scrimmage.  After  lunch  Dr.  Barbara 
Kornegay,  vice  president  for  enrollment 
and  professor  in  the  Management  and  Or- 
ganizational Development  program,  led 
the  first  business  seminar  session  "Using 
the  Cohort  Concept  to  Promote  Teams  in 
the  Workplace."  Jerilyn  Lee  '96  led  the  sec- 
ond session  on  "How  to  Handle  a  Pro- 
motion." The  workshop  also  included 
career  and  alumni  information. 

At  5:00  pm  the  umpire  yelled,  "play 
ball."  It  was  a  cool  evening  under  the 
lights  as  many  families  watched  the  Tro- 
jan Baseball  Team  split  a  double  header 
with  Belmont  Abbey. 

The  family  and  team  approach  contin- 
ued Sunday  morning  as  Mount  Olive 
College  baseball  alumni,  their  families, 
current  baseball  players  and  their  fami- 
lies joined  in  worship!  Brian  Davis  '97,  a 
member  of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Wilson,  shared  Scripture  that 
he  always  kept  in  his  cap  during  every 
game.  Roger  May,  '81  alumni  and  former 
assistant  coach,  reflected  on  memories  of 
the  small  family  atmosphere.  Eric  Weeks 
'89  shared  with  the  children  the  impor- 
tance of  a  baseball  in  the  baseball  game 
and  the  Bible  in  the  game  of  life.  Matt 
Green  '96  shared  verses  of  trust  from 
Psalm  31.  Prayers  were  offered  by  Ed 
Miles  '65  the  first  Mount  Olive  College 
baseball  coach  and  retired  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist minister;  Doug  Anderson  '88,  mem- 
ber of  Northeast  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
and  a  local  Trojan  supporter;  and  Bo 
Bridgers  '03,  current  Trojan  team  member. 
Michael  Wiggs  '97,  a  member  of  Stoney 


Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  intro- 
duced the  morning  speaker  Charles  Davis 
'84,  athletics  director  and  baseball  coach 
at  Charles  B.  Aycock  High  School  and  a 
member  of  the  Union  Grove  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Wayne  County.  Charles' 
message  focused  on  attitude,  belief  and 
faith.  He  challenged  the  present  players 
from  Philippians  2:3,  "Let  nothing  be  done 
through  strife  or  vainglory;  but  in  lowli- 
ness of  mind  let  each  esteem  other  better 
than  themselves."  Coach  Davis  told  the 
group  that  there  were  many  motivational 
books,  but  he  found  the  Bible  to  have  it 
all.  Coach  Davis  reminded  everyone  that 


the  most  powerful  force  is  faith  and  the 
next  most  powerful' is  fear.  He  reinforced 
that  thought  from  Matthew  17:20  "..  .Be- 
cause of  your  unbelief:  for  verily  I  say  unto 
you,  If  ye  have  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed,  ye  shall  say  unto  this  mountain,  Re- 
move hence  to  yonder  place;  and  it  shall 
remove;  and  nothing  shall  be  impossible 
unto  you." 

Spring  Family  Weekend  has  become  a 
tradition  at  Mount  Olive  College,  bring- 
ing together  the  past,  present  and  future 
of  Mount  Olive  College.  This  was  another 
great  event  in  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  cel- 
ebration of  the  College.  ❖ 


Beloiv:  (L.  to  R.)  Terry  Lowrance,  Sonya  McCoy,  Bryan  Hedrick,  and  Brad 
Piner. 
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Family  Jubilee  Learning  and  Fun  Retreat 


Mount  Zion  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Pamlico  County  re- 
cently held  a  Family  Jubilee 
Learning  and  Fun  Retreat.  The  retreat 
included  sessions  Sunday  afternoon, 
Sunday  night,  Monday  night,  a  covered 
dish  supper  on  Sunday  night  and  spa- 
ghetti supper  on  Monday  night. 

During  the  Sunday  sessions  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  students  Shannon  Mixon, 
Jonathan  Skinner,  and  former  student, 
Julie  Wetherington,  led  in  discussions 
with  teenagers  on  building  their  relation- 
ships with  God. 

Students  Joy  Daughtry,  Sally  Herrin, 
and  Christy  Thompson  led  discussions 
with  the  children  that  included  not  con- 
forming to  the  world's  way  but  being  the 
best  for  which  God  created  them  to  be. 

Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of  Church  Sup- 
port at  the  College,  led  three  sessions  for 
adults  on  the  topic,  Prayers  That  Avail. 

Total  attendance  was  approximately  55 
for  each  session.  Total  family  participa- 
tion was  emphasized  and  abundantly 
exceeded  all  expectations.  By  including 
meals  the  church  met  the  needs  of  time 
schedules  for  working  families  and  fel- 
lowship was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the 
church  and  college  participants.  ❖ 


Beloiv:  The  Rev.  Charles  Morrison  and  the  Rev. 
Frank  Harrison. 


f%0 


Commencement  Worship 
Service 

Over  300  students  will  graduate 
at  the  forty-eighth  spring  com- 
mencement on  Saturday,  May 
11,  2002.  John  A.  Allison,  chairman  and 
chief  executive  officer  for  BB&T  Corpo- 
ration will  be  the  speaker. 

Allison  began  his  service  with  BB&T 
in  1971  and  has  managed  a  variety  of 
responsibilities  throughout  the  bank. 
He  became  president  of  BB&T  in  1987 
and  was  elected  chairman  and  CEO  in 
July  of  1989. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison  will  be  the 
commencement  worship  service 
speaker  at  10:30  am.  He  will  retire  from 
the  college  in  July  after  serving  30  years 
as  campus  minister  at  the  institution.  ❖ 


Easter  Message — "Better  Than  I  Deserve" 

Mount  Olive  College  held  its  an-  Than  I  Deserve"  described  how  God's 

nual  Easter  Convocation  ser-  love  transcends  all  previous  wrongdo- 

vice  on  March  26,  lead  by  the  ing  and  how  "the  one  who  knew  no  sin 

Rev.  Charles  Morrison,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  _  (Jesus),  paid  the  price  for  our  sin 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Goldsboro,  (death)."  For  this  reason,  Morrison's  re- 

NC.  ply  to  the  question  "How  are  you?"  is 

Morrison's  message  entitled  "Better  always  "Better  than  I  deserve."  ❖ 
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Work  Study  Program  Makes  a  Difference 


Mount  Olive  College  has  been 
j  rated  as  one  of  the  top  five 
least  expensive  of  the  35  pri- 
vate colleges  in  the  state,  according 
to  studies  by  the  North  Carolina 
Higher  Education  Data  Survey  and 
the  North  Carolina  Independent  Col- 
leges and  Universities. 

The  Federal  Work  Study  Program 
(FWSP)  is  one  of  the  options  offered 
at  the  college  to  help  students  afford 
college.  The  FWSP  provides  jobs  for 
undergraduates  who  need  financial 
aid.  It  is  a  voluntary  program  that 
enables  students  to  earn  money  for 
educational  expenses. 

Melissa  Sowers  of  Kinston  has  par- 
ticipated in  the  FWSP  since  she  be- 
gan attending  Mount  Olive  College 
in  the  fall  of  2000.  She  learned  about 


the  program  through  her  sister, 
Deanna,  a  senior  at  the  college,  and 
the  financial  aid  workshop  that  was 
offered  during  student  orientation. 

To  fulfill  her  hours,  Melissa  works 
as  a  reading  tutor  at  Carver  Elemen- 
tary School.  She  tutors  between  2  and 
4  students  a  week,  many  who  are  ei- 
ther behind  in  their  reading  compre- 
hension level  or  who  do  not  read  at 
home.  Melissa  knows  that  reading  is 
an  important  part  of  functioning  in 
society.  "Everywhere  you  go  there  is 


something  to  read,"  she  states. 
"Without  the  ability  to  read  people 
would  miss  important  things." 

Melissa  tries  to  give  each  of  her 
students  self-confidence  and  encour- 
agement. "I  try  to  make  students  feel 
important.  In  a  classroom  setting,  the 
teacher  cannot  give  every  student 
the  individual  attention  he  or  she 
may  need.  Time  doesn't  allow  it," 
she  says. 

Melissa  is  a  sophomore  at  Mount 
Olive  College  and  attends  Westside 


Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Kinston. 

Mount  Olive  College  offers  finan- 
cial assistance  to  all  qualified  stu- 
dents, tailoring  financial  aid  pack- 
ages to  fit  students'  individual  needs. 
The  College  awards  financial  assis- 
tance according  to  nationally  ac- 
cepted policies  based  on  demon- 
strated need  and  exceptional  merit  in 
academics,  athletics,  music,  and  art. 
Scholarships  are  also  available  for 
qualified  applicants.  ❖ 


Hinnant  Scholars  Perform 


Mount  Olive 
I  College  was 
the  site  for 
an  outstanding  musi- 
cal performance  on 
Sunday,  March  10,  by 
the  Charles  B.  and 
Margenette  A. 
Hinnant  Music  Schol- 
ars. The  2001-2002 
scholarship  recipients 
Nikki  McLawhon  of 
Mount  Olive  and  Jer- 
emy Owens  of  Sleepy 
Creek  captivated  an 
audience  of  more 
than  50  invited  guests 
at  the  spring  event. 

Nikki,  soprano, 
sang  selections  by 
Handel,  Mahler, 
Schumann, 
Chausson,  Hahn,  and 
Duke.  She  was  ac- 
companied by  Tom 
Casey.  McLawhon  is 
the  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard .  and  Barbara 
McLawhon.  She  is  a  senior  music  ma- 
jor. 

Jeremy,  piano,  rendered  selections  by 
Beethoven  and  Gershwin.  He  is  the  son 
of  David  and  Debra  Owens.  Owens  is 
a  senior  music  major. 

The  event  was  touted  by  many  as  a 
refreshing  sample  of  beautiful  music 
presented  with  elegance  and  artistry. 
Among  those  in  attendance  was 


Above:  (L.  to  R.) 
McLawhon. 


Jeremy  Oivens,  Charles  B.  Hinnant,  and  Nikki 

Charles  B.  Hinnant  founder  of  the 
scholarships.  According  to  Hinnant  the 
scholarships  were  established  to  assist 
in  educating  students  of  outstanding 
talent,  academic  ability  and  good  char- 
acter. 

The  scholarships  are  awarded  annu- 
ally to  unusually  promising  students 
based  on  excellence  in  performance 
and  versatility.  ❖ 
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Retirement  E3 


Retirement  Homes 
Launches  New  Program 


Disability  Equipment  Availability  Program 


HELPING  HANDS 
FOR  DISABILITIES 


DEAP  is  a  new  program  of 
the  Original  Free  Will  Bap 
tist  Retirement  Homes 
Ministry.  Its  purpose  is  to 
make  equipment  avail- 
able to  persons  with 
disabilities.  If  is  for  ei- 
ther short-term  or  long 
term  needs  and  will  be  loaned 
to  the  client. 

All  too  often,  people  have 
accidents  or  illnesses  that  tem- 
porarily disable  them,  thus 
necessitating  the  use  of  special 
equipment.  Some  of  these 
needs  are:  crutches,  canes, 
wheelchairs  and  hospital 
beds.  These  and  other  items 
can  be  quite  expensive  to  pur- 


chase or  rent,  thus,  the  pri- 
mary reason  for  DEAP.  There- 
fore, if  you  have  a  need  please 
contact  us. 

In  addition,  there  is  some  of 
this  equipment  in  various 
places  where  the  need  no 
longer  exists  and  Retirement 
Homes  will  provide  an  av- 
enue for  its  use.  Therefore,  if 
you  know  of  someone  who 


has  such  that  they  might 
donate  to  our  program, 
please  let  us  know.  If  you 
or  your  church,  Sunday 
school  class  or  other 
group  would  like  to  pur- 
chase a  piece  of  equipment 
please  contact  us;  we  have 
a  source  for  purchase  at 
good  prices.  This  is  a  good  av- 
enue of  teamwork.  No  one 
church  or  group  can  meet  this 
kind  of  need  alone,  except  on 
a  limited  basis;  if  we  work  to- 
gether we  can  help  many 
people. 

You  may  contact  us  at  the 
address  below.  ❖ 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes 

PO  Box  35  •  Ay  den,  NC  28513 
Telephone:  (252)  746-4963  •  Fax:  (252)  746-8780 
E-mail:  ofwbrethomes@coastnet.com 
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Camp  Vandemere 


Pictures  Can  Say  a  Thousand  Words 


by  The  Rev.  Mike  Williams 


A picture  can  say  a  thousand 
words.  I  wish  I  had  a  picture  of 
the  faces  of  the  four  adults  who 
accepted  Christ  in  March  during  one  of 
the  two  weekend  retreats.  Praise  God  for 
His  glorious  work!  For  the  past  two  years 
March  has  been  the  meeting  place  of  two 
spiritual  retreats  and  God  has  blessed 
these  two  groups  each  year. 

The  first  group  comes  from  the  down 
East  area,  with  Davis  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  being  a  part  of  the  group.  One  of 
the  ladies  from  a  Methodist  church  said, 
"Every  Free  Will  Baptist  should  be  on  their 
knees  thanking  God  for  Camp 
Vandemere."  She  and  many  others  have 
been  touched  by  God's  Spirit  here  at  the 
camp,  and  I  thank  God  for  those  peoples 


'Send  out  thy  light  and  truth..."  Psalm  43:3 


who  come  to  seek  God.  It  is  times  like 
these  that  make  this  job  a  joy. 

The  other  group  comes  from  the  River 
Ben  Baptist  Church  in  River  Ben,  New 
Bern,  NC.  This  was  a  woman's  group 
seeking  God's  will  for  themselves  and 
their  church.  Many  lives  changed  in  this 
group  all  because  of  the  love  for  God  and 
seeking  to  do  His  will. 

By  the  time  this  article  comes  out  in 
May,  Camp  Vandemere  will  have  had  sev- 
eral more  groups  before  our  regular  camp- 
ing season,  one  being  the  Third  Union  Fun 
Day,  and  the  other  being  a  Christian's 
Singles  Group  from  Wilmington,  NC. 
Then  our  camp  season  starts  with  the  he 
Young  People's  Mission  retreat  from 
Holly  Springs  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

Camp  Vandemere  2002  Schedule 


I  would  like  to  remind  you  that  if  your 
church  group  would  like  to  book  a  week- 
end, please  call  early.  We  have  one  week- 
end in  May  and  two  in  September  that 
are  open  and  there  are  some  single  days 
open.  If  your  church  would  like  to  come 
for  a  fun  day  to  go  swimming,  canoeing, 
or  paddle  boating,  what  ever  your  heart's 
desire,  it  would  be  our  pleasure  to  help  in 
any  way  we  can. 

I  am  sure  that  there  is  still  some 
room  open  for  youth  camp  if  you 
would  like  to  send  .your  child  to  camp 
for  a  week.  Please  call  for  information 
(252)  745-3171  or  visit  our  web-site  at 
www.campvandemere.org.  Thank  you 
for  all  your  prayers  and  support,  may  God 
bless  you  all.  ❖ 


Young  People's  Retreat  2002 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Conner,  Directors 
Phone  (252)  223-4750 
May  24-27 

Tabernacle  Baptist  Church 

The  Rev.  John  Thompson,  Director 
Phone  (252)  637-4166 
May  27-31 

Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 
May  31-fune  1 

Branch  Chapel  OFWB 

Mr.  David  Barbour,  Director 
Phone  (919)  934-1334 
June  10-14 

General  Youth  Camp 

Mrs.  Eva  Mae  Clark,  Director 
Phone  (252)  637-5346 
June  14-19 


Woman's  Week 

Mrs.  Audrey  Quinn  and  Mrs.  Judith 
Kennedy 
Phone  (252)  638-6404 
June  17-21 

General  Youth  Camp 

Mr.  Jason  Modlin,  Director 
Phone  (252)  459-8664 
June  24-28 

Juniper  Chapel 

Phone  (252)  244-3525 
July  4-7 

Bible  Explorer's  Week 

The  Rev.  Joe  Ratcliff,  Director 
Phone  (252)  244-0207 
July  8-12 

General  Youth  Camp 

Mr.  Barry  Hodoivanic,  Director 
Phone  (252)  249-0133 
July  22-26 
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Layman's  League 


Central  District 
League  Meeting 


ict 
at 


Below  and  Rigl, 

Scenes  from  th 
Central  Distr 
League  meeting 
Betlmny  Free  Will 
Baptist  Churc 
Winterville,  NC 
March  4,  2002 


Layman's  League  Help  In  Cragmont  Walk-A-Thon 

The  North  Carolina  State  Layman's 
League,  always 
willing  to  help  in 
a  worthwhile  cause,  was 
on  hand  at  the  Cragmont 
Walk-a-thon  held  on 
April  1,  2002,  at  the 
Wayne  County  Fair- 
grounds, Goldsboro,  NC, 
helping  cook  and  prepare 
hotdogs  and  hamburgers 
for  the  participants.  ❖ 


Dates  to  Remember 

May  20,  2002  (Monday) 

Eastern  Conference  Layman's  League, 
New  Haven  Church,  Meal  6:45  pm,  Busi- 
ness 7:30  pm. 

June  3,  2002  (Monday) 

Central  Conference  Layman's  League, 
Friendship  Church,  Farmville,  Meal  6:45 
pm,  Business  7:30  pm. 

June  13,  2002  (Thursday) 

Executive  and  Promotional  Board  Meet- 
ing 7:00  pm,  VFW  Building,  Snow  Hill,  NC. 


Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life 
Retreat — Camp  Vandemere 

Vandemere,  NC 
May  31-June  1,2002 

"But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  k7wwledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ"  (2  Peter  3:18) 
Theme:  Groiving  In  The  Lord 

Friday:  May  31 

6:00  pm — Meal,  Fellowship,  sharing  and 
prayer  time 
Saturday:  June  1 

8:00  am— Breakfast  ($4.00) 
9:00-9:30  am — Fellowship  Time 
9:30-10:00  am — "Growing  Through 

Worship,"  The  Rev.  Bryant  Hines 
10:00-10:15  am— Recreation  and 

Fellowship 
10:15-10:45  am — "Growing  Through  the 

Scriptures,"  Dr.  David  Hines 
10:45-11:00  am— Break 
11:00-11:30  am — "Growing  Through 

Stewardship,"  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 
11:30—12:30  pm — Lunch  ($5.00) 
12:30-1:00  pm — Prayer  and  Meditation 
1:00  pm — Benediction 

□  I  plan  to  attend;  Friday  evening  (meal 
and  lodging  that  night) 

□  I  plan  to  attend  Saturday  breakfast, 
Retreat,  and  dinner 

Your  Name:   

Address:  


Church: 


Phone: 


Harold  Humbles 
State  Layman  League  Secretary 
919  Tripp  Grimsley  Road  •  Ayden  NC  25813 
(252)  746-4140 
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&  EVENTS 


Smyrna  Youth  Competition  Winners 

Participating  in  the  Cape  Fear  Dis- 
trict talent  and  arts  and  crafts 
competition  at  Goldsboro  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro, 
NC,  were  sixteen  youth  of  Smyrna 
Church,  located  in  the  Meadow  area  near 
Benson. 

In  talent  competion  in  the  AFC  (9-12), 
the  Smyrna  AFC  choir  won  a  silver  medal 
for  their  performance  of  Searchin.  Amber 
Wood  and  Jordan  Allen  received  a  silver 
medal  for  their  performance  of  Angels, 
along  with  Amber  Wood,  Chasen  Allen 
and  Elliott  McConnel  singing  He  Said. 

Amber  Wood  received  a  gold  medal 
and  is  state  representative  in  the  AFC  cat- 
egory for  her  performance  of  Dream  Big. 

In  the  YFA  age  level,  Ashley  Parker  and 
Savak  Allen  received  silver  for  their  per- 
formance of  Testify  to  Love,  Laura  Beth 
Parker  received  silver  for  Dying  to  Reach 
Yon.  Savak  Allen,  Amber  Allen,  Laura 
Beth  Parker  and  Ashley  Parker  received  a 
gold  medal  for  Count  Your  Blessing  and  the 
YFA  choir  received  a  silver  medal  for  Tes- 
tify. 

In  Arts  and  Crafts  competition  in  the 
Cherubs  (0-8),  Kelly  Wood  received  a  sil- 
ver medal  in  the  painting  and  drawing 
category.  Jamie  Lynn  Wood  received  a  sil- 
ver in  her  photography  entry.  Maddison 
Wood  received  a  gold  medal  for  her  en- 
try in  glasswork,  ceramics,  and  pottery- 
entry  entitled,  "One  Drop  of  Blood,"  and 
is  state  representative  in  that  category. 

In  the  AFC  age  group,  Elliott  McConnel! 
won  a  gold  in  the  woodworking  division 
and  is  the  state  representative  in  that  cat- 
egory. Chasen  Allen  also  received  a  gold 
medal  in  glasswork,  ceramics,  and  pottery 
and  is  state  representative  in  the  YFA  age 
level. 

Ashley  Parker  received  a  silver  medal 
for  her  wearable  art  entry.  She  also  won 
gold  in  her  entry  in  glasswork,  ceramics 
and  pottery.  Asia  McConnell  won  a  silver 
for  her  entry  in  painting  and  drawing  and 
is  the  state  representative  in  that  category. 
Daniel  Wood  received  a  gold  for  his  sculp- 
ture entry  and  is  the  state  representative. 
Armatha  Noles  won  a  silver  for  her  les- 
son presentation,  and  Carla  Allen  won 
gold  in  the  public  speaking  category.  She 


Above  left  to  right  (front):  Elliott  McConnell,  Jordan  Allen,  Kayla  Hickok,  Erin  Parker,  Chasen 
Allen,  Amber  Wood,  Brittney  Watson,  Laura  Parker,  Armatha  Noles,  Ashley  Parker,  Asia  McConnell, 
Janice  Tart,  Amber  Allen,  Savah  Allen,  (back)  Nicole  Watson  and  Carla  Allen. 


also  entered  the  Christian  writing  cat- 
egory and  won  gold  and  is  the  state  rep- 
resentative in  that  division.  ❖ 


Belozv  left  to  right:  Carol  Davis,  League  Di- 
rector, Sword  Drill  participants:  Johnny  Skin- 
ner, Hillary  Williams,  Joe  Wall,  Lisa  Williams, 
Margaret  Ard,  Jason  Williams,  Tanner  Monk, 
and  Timothy  Howell, 


News  From  the  Goldsboro 
Leaguers 

by  Carol  Davis 

The  League,  from  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC, 
are  busy  learning  God's  Word. 
The  intermediate  class  is  studying  Jesus' 
parables  and  the  adults  are  studying 
from  a  book  titled  /  Am.  We  are  so  proud 
of  our  league  and  the  efforts  put  forth 
from  each  one  who  strives  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  League.  ❖ 
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Powhatan  Youth  Are  Busy — Spring  Revival  Held 


by  Rita  Jones 


Powhatan  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church, 
Clayton,  NC,  joined  with 
other  churches  in  mourning  the 
loss  of  Cathy  Creech  of  Kenly  in 
March.  As  the  youth  director  for 
the  Western  District,  she  touched 
many  lives  and  had  many  friends 
in  Christ.  We  extend  our  prayers 
to  her  family  during  their  time  of 
loss. 

Goldsboro  First  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  hosted  the  Cape  Fear 
Youth  Fellowship  talent  day  for 
2002  as  they  did  in  2001 .  It  was  a 
long  day  on  March  2,  but  it  was  a  day 
full  of  praise  and  worship  from  the  Cape 
Fear  youth.  Congratulations  to  all  the  sil- 
ver and  gold  medalists!  It  was  a  record 
year  for  entries,  even  though  there  were 
a  few  withdrawals  at  the  last  minute. 
Thank  you  to  all  the  judges  and  officers 
that  assisted  in  the  day's  work. 
Churches  with  the  most  entries  (and  the 
most  state  representatives)  are  Robert's 
Grove,  Smyrna,  Powhatan,  and  Bethel. 
We  look  forward  to  repeat  performances 
at  the  May  State  Youth  Convention. 

Ann  Narron,  Diana  Bass,  and  Rita 
Jones  attended  the  Central  District  Bible 
Bowl  competition  on  Saturday,  March  9, 
at  King's  Crossroads.  All  are  coaches  for 
the  AFC  and  YFA  teams  at  Powhatan.  It 
was  great  to  see  the  seven  AFC  and  five 
YFA  teams  display  their  knowledge  of 
the  Scripture.  Congratulations  to 
Ormondsville  teams  on  their  victories 
and  selection  for  state  competition. 

March  10  was  Girl  Scout  Sunday.  Sev- 
eral of  the  girls  from  Troop  474  (Brown- 
ies) and  all  from  Troop  364  (Cadette-Se- 
nior)  attended  worship  services  at 
Powhatan  which  sponsors  the  troops. 

Three  youth  officers  attended  the 
Western  District  competitions  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  March  15  and  16  at  Little 
Rock  in  Lucama.  Roberta  Widhalm, 
Nikki  Jones,  and  Crystal  Guy  helped 
serve  as  judges  on  Friday  and  enjoyed 
the  talent  performances  on  Saturday. 
They  say  "thank  you"  to  State  Youth 
President  Scott  Lane  for  inviting  them  to 
be  a  part  of  the  activities. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Bogle  and  several  mem- 


bers from  Powhatan  visited  nearby 
Yelverton  Grove  in  Smithfield  for  the 
Cape  Fear  Union  meeting  on  Saturday 
morning,  March  16.  The  opening  devo- 
tion was  given  by  Jerry  Stephenson. 

All  8  executive  officers  were  present. 
Billy  Nowell  asked  that  we  remember  the 
family  of  Cecil  Blackmon  whose  wife 
died  recently  from  cancer.  In  announce- 
ments, Smyrna's  pastor  reported  12 
youth  had  been  saved  this  year  at 
Smyrna.  Powhatan's  pastor  gave  praise 
for  the  youth  workers  and  active  youth 
at  Powhatan.  Pleasant  Grove's  pastor 
introduced  Brian  Warren,  a  new  Chris- 
tian, who  had  come  with  him  to  the  meet- 
ing and  asked  for  prayer  support  for  him 
as  he  begins  his  Christian  walk. 

Joe  Ballance  delivered  the  morning 
message.  He  spoke  about  "important" 
things  and  how  September  11  had 
changed  some  people's  views  about 
what  is  important. 

The  gospel  group,  Third  Promise,  had 
the  evening  service  at  Powhatan  on  Sun- 
day, March  17.  They  presented  a  won- 
derful program  of  worship  in  song  and 
we  thank  them  for  the  visit. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  pre-Easter 
speaker  on  March  20  was  Angel  Phillips 
of  Branch  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Kenly. 

Saturday,  March  23,  was  the  date  of  the 
annual  Easter  egg  hunt  for  our  cherubs. 
After  the  egg  hunt,  the  group  flew  kites 
and  enjoyed  a  pizza  supper. 

The  Rev.  Rudy  Owens  of  Branch 
Chapel  was  the  spring  revival  speaker 
March  25-29  at  Powhatan.  Different 


music  groups  and  a  great  message 
was  enjoyed  each  night  by  those 
who  came  for  revival.  On 
Wednesday  evening,  Scott  Lane 
stopped  by  after  his  visit  to  Everett 
Chapel  with  an  update  on  the  New 
York  Missions  trip.  Nine  members 
from  Powhatan  spent  the  first 
week  of  April  near  ground  zero 
and  prayer  support  was  requested 
for  the  teams  working  there.  Al 
Markuson  made  arrangements 
with  YWAM  (Youth  With  A  Mis- 
sion) for  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
Youth  to  do  missions  work  while 
in  New  York. 

Our  youth  members  are  also  excited 
as  the  time  for  the  annual  youth  conven- 
tion is  here  again.  We'll  see  everyone  at 
Mt.  Olive  for  the  weekend  of  May  17- 
19!  Come  join  us  as  Christian-heirs!  ❖ 


Blended  Fellowship 
Announces 
Big  Yard  Sale? 


May  4,  2002 

7:00  am  thru  Lunch 

Too  many  items  to  count.  We  will  be 
selling  baked  goods  and  lunch  plates 
featuring  Dr.  Sam  Weeks'  famous  BBQ 
beef!  Proceeds  will  be  used  to  make  re- 
pairs to  the  new  facility.  Please  make 
plans  to  join  us  at  Blended  Fellowship's 
new  building  at  2091  Big  Daddy's  Road, 
Pikeville,  NC,  and  thank  you  for  your 
support  of  this  mission  effort.  (Where  Big 
Daddy's  Road  and  Hwy  111  intersect,  look  for 
life-size  jet  out  front!)  ❖ 
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Woman's  Auxiliary  Sunday  at  Wilson 


by  Tracy  Anderson 

On  February  24,  2002,  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Wilson, 
had  Woman's  Auxiliary  Sunday. 
The  purpose  was  to  celebrate  the  minis- 
try of  women  in  the  church  and  to  honor 
them  for  their  service.  The  service  was 
opened  with  special  music  by  Deborah 
King,  Nancy  Matthews  and  Becky 
Latham  who  sang  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Happiness  Song. 

Dot  Suggs,  Woman's  Auxiliary  presi- 
dent, presented  a  gift  to  the  women  of 
the  auxiliary  who  are  or  will  reach  the 
age  of  80  this  year.  These  ladies  are: 
Eunice  Boykin,  Hilda  Sasser,  Jenny 
Hayes,  Blanche  Cook,  Lucille  Poythress, 
Bessie  Gay,  Mozelle  Price,  Doretha 
Daniel,  Sudie  Mixon,  Agnes  Vester, 
Valeria  Beddingfield,  Cleo  Corbett, 
Daphne  Brinkley,  Estelle  Whitley  and 
Edna  Hairr. 

The  choir,  composed  of  all  Woman's 
Auxiliary  women,  sang  Step  Up,  Step  Up 
for  Jesus,  that  was  to  the  tune  of  Stand  Up, 
Stand  Up  for  Jesus.  The  words  were  re- 


written to  include  the  Circle  names  and 
some  of  the  ideals  of  the  auxiliary. 
Linda  Davis,  Woman's  Auxiliary  vice- 


president,  presented  the  Life  Membership 
award  to  Nancy  Edwards  Matthews.  Her 
son,  Jay,  joined  his  mother  on  the  podium 
to  pin  the  Life  Membership  on  her  lapel. 
The  vice  president  also  presented  her  with 
a  Life  Membership  certificate.  Nancy's 
other  family  members  in  attendance  were 
recognized.  Nancy  lives  her  life  in  faith, 
gives  sacrificially  of  herself,  loves  her  fel- 
low man,  and  receives  her  strength  from 
Christ.  She  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary  for  18  years  serv- 
ing as  vice  president,  treasurer,  circle  chair- 
man, and  on  the  social  committee.  These 
are  just  a  few  of  the  many  things  Nancy 
does  to  serve  Christ  in  her  church. 

Janice  Owens  gave  the  message  en- 
titled, "For  Such  a  Time  as  This,"  and  fo- 
cused on  the  Book  of  Esther.  This  day, 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Sunday,  was  a  very 
exciting  and  special  day  for  the  women 
of  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Wil- 
son. It  was  truly  a  day  of  appreciation, 
love,  and  gratitude  for  the  women  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary.  *♦* 


Registration  Form,  Cragmont  Woman's  Conferences 


June  3-8 


Speaker:  Kathy  Hayes 


July  29- August  3 


Speaker:  Deborah  King 

Please  check  above  conference 
attending. 

Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a 
$20.00  deposit  to: 

Teresa  M.  Ball 

6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 


Name 


Address 


Phone  (  ) 


Church 


If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations, 
please  check  here  O. 

Please  list  the  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room: 

If  you  do  not  plan  to  ride  the  bus,  please  check  here  □. 

A  balance  of  $140.00  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make 
checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  conference.  A  day  trip  will  be 
planned.  There  will  be  afternoon  trips  into  Black  Mountain  and 
Asheville.  Please  make  your  plans  now  to  join  us  . 

Remember:  The  June  conference  wishes  to  encourage  participation 
of  couples  and  of  individual  gentlemen,  as  well  as  our  ladies.  A  lim- 
ited number  of  private  accommodations  for  couples  are  available  on  a 
first  registered,  first  served  basis. 
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Walnut  Creek  Church  Honors  A  Godly  Woman 


We  honor  Ina  Ruth  Langston,  a 
godly  woman  who  is  a  priceless 
treasure  to  her  family,  her 
church,  and  her  God.  "Who  can  find  a 
virtuous  woman?  for  her  price  is  far  above 
rubies"  (Proverbs  31:  10). 

Ina  Ruth  Langston  graduated  from 
high  school  as  valedictorian  of  her  class 
and  went  into  public  service.  In  1939  she 
was  employed  as  a  saleslady  with  Grant's 
Department  Store  in  Goldsboro,  and  later 
promoted  to  department  manager  and 
served  one  year  as  assistant  manager. 
When  the  store  closed,  she  became  em- 
ployed by  Wayne  Memorial  Hospital  ad- 
ministrative office  where  she  served  un- 
til her  retirement. 

Ina  Ruth  was  called  into  Christian  ser- 
vice early  in  life.  This  was  a  call  to  which 
she  obediently  responded — faithfully  and 
wholeheartedly.  During  those  lean  years 
when  church  members  were  few  in  num- 
ber, Ina  Ruth  served  as  superintendent. 
In  1947  she  was  elected  as  church  clerk,  a 
position  she  held  for  54  years.  During  that 
time,  Ina  Ruth  graciously  accepted  the 
additional  duties  of  church  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Her  service  continued  as  she 
was  later  appointed  to  represent  Walnut 
Creek  as  delegate  to  both  union  and  con- 
ference meetings.  She  diligently  contin- 
ued her  work  in  Bible  school  as  well  as  all 
other  church  activities. 


Ina  Ruth  also  serves  as  a  Sunday  school 
teacher.  Her  Sunday  school  class  started 
with  the  adult  ladies  class  and  later  ex- 
panded to  include  the  adult  men's  class — 
a  position  she  still  holds  today.  Her  tal- 
ents never  seem  to  cease,  as  Ina  Ruth  also 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  church  choir — 
with  a  glorious  soprano  voice,  I  might  add. 
God  has  truly  blessed  Ina  Ruth  Langston 
with  many  talents.  Even  more,  God  has 
blessed  Walnut  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  with  such  a  godly  woman. 

Sunday,  March  10,  2002,  was  set  aside 
to  honor  Ina  Ruth  Langston  for  her  years 
of  dedicated  service  to  Walnut  Creek  Free 


Will  Baptist  Church.  Flowers  were  placed 
in  the  church  in  her  honor.  During  a  spe- 
cial service,  the  Rev.  Tony  McLamb  pre- 
sented Ina  Ruth  with  a  plaque  and  gift  as 
a  token  of  appreciation.  Ben  Rollins  read 
"A  Biography  of  Ina  Ruth  Langston"  writ- 
ten by  Betty  Rollins.  The  preschool,  pri- 
mary, and  middle  Sunday  school  classes 
presented  a  medley  of  special  music.  The 
teen  class  presented  her  a  giant  handmade 
card  straight  from  the  heart.  Several  re- 
marks were  presented  by  members  of  the 
congregation,  which  referred  to  Ina  Ruth 
as  "A Godly  Woman,"  "A  Real  Life  Hero," 
and  "A  Woman  of  Honor  and  Virtue."  Fol- 
lowing the  service  a  meal  was  served  in 
the  fellowship  building.  All  were  invited 
to  attend. 

All  her  life  has  been  devoted  to  serving 
her  Lord  and  Savior  in  a  quiet  and  gentle 
way.  She  has  become  an  inspiration  in 
both  the  business  environment  as  well  as 
in  her  church  and  community. 

At  every  opportunity  she  visits  the  sick 
and  shut-ins  and  extends  invitations  to  the 
lost  and  backslidden.  Through  her  friend- 
ship, love,  and  fellowship  Ina  Ruth  por- 
trays an  outstanding  example  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian.  ❖ 


Morning  Star  Woman's  Auxiliary  Retreat,  Cragmont  Assembly  by  Becky  Jo  S 


he  Morning  Star  Retreat  was 
held  April  5-7,  2002,  at 


Cragmont  Assembly,  Black 
Mountain,  North  Carolina.  The  theme 
for  the  retreat  was  "Called  to  Teach," 
based  on  Titus  2:15. 

The  Friday  night  service  welcomed 
"repeat  campers"  and  newcomers  with 
the  wonderful  traditions  of  the  reading 
of  Psalm  121  by  Teresa  Ball,  registrar, 
and  the  counting  of  "who's  here."  It  is 
always  fun  to  find  out  how  many  came 
from  each  district,  how  many  "sister 
acts"  and  mother/daughter  teams 
(there  is  always  a  few  mother/daugh- 
ters-in-law, too),  how  many  ministers' 
wives,  and  the  youngest  (15)  and  the 


oldest  (two  87s)  present.  Friday  night 
also  had  a  special  time  of  prayer  for 
God's  direction  and  guidance  through- 
out the  weekend. 

A  beautiful  Saturday  morning  devo- 
tion given  by  Debi  Fulcher  opened  our 
hearts  to  the  presence  of  God.  The  Sat- 
urday morning  Bible  study  of  Titus  was 
presented  by  Becky  Jo  Sumner.  Sunday 
school  came  early  as  Linda  Jackson  de- 
lighted and  enlightened  us  with  the  les- 
son from  Romans  8  during  our  Satur- 
day evening  service.  An  added  treat  was 
lovely  music  provided  by  Michelle 
Hoggard,  violinist,  (also  our  youngest 
camper)  and  Gladys  Avery,  retreat  pia- 
nist. Everyone  had  a  wonderful  time 


singing  under  the  direction  of  Pam 
Kennedy.  As  a  special  treat,  Pam  orga- 
nized a  Morning  Star  bell  choir  using 
color-coded  bells  she  had  borrowed  from 
her  church's  pre-schoolers.  Saturday 
night  activities  closed  with  a  campfire. 

Sunday  morning  brought  us  a  soul- 
searching  message  on  "Is  Prayer  Neces- 
sary" by  the  Rev.  John  Williams.  An  of- 
fering of  more  than  $900  was  received  for 
the  Lord's  work  at  Cragmont  from  our 
more  than  ninety  campers.  After  another 
delicious  meal  prepared  and  served  by 
the  Cragmont  staff,  we  headed  for  the  flat 
lands  of  home — refreshed,  renewed,  and 
refilled  both  spiritually  and  physically.  ❖ 
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Wintergreen  Church  Events 

by  Carmen  Gonzalez 

0|  n  March  1 0, 2002,  the  Wintergreen 
|  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Cove 
City,  NC,  celebrated  their  first 
Local,  Fire,  Rescue,  and  Law  Enforcement 
Day.  This  was  held  to  honor  those  who 
risk  their  lives  every  day,  and  to  spread 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  nonbelievers. 

Each  unit  was  presented  with  a  plaque 
and  a  word  of  thanks  for  serving  the  com- 
munity and  its  people.  A  representative 
of  each  unit  was  asked  to  come  forward 
and  say  a  word. 

After  this  had  been  done,  Pastor  Neal 
Cox  preached  a  message  comparing  the 
similarities  of  civic  and  church  duties. 
Each  has  a  responsibility  to  people,  each 
must  have  compassion  for  people,  and 
each  needs  workers. 

After  worship  service,  everyone  met 
outside  for  fellowship  and  food. 

The  Wintergreen  Church  family  would 
like  to  thank,  first  and  foremost,  God  for 
providing.  Second,  the  firemen,  rescue 
workers,  and  law  enforcement  officers  for 
their  service  to  our  community.  And  last, 
all  of  the  people  of  Wintergreen  who 
helped  prepare  the  food  and  make  this 
day  possible. 

The  names  of  the  units  who  attended 
were:  Cove  City  Fire  and  Rescue  32;  Fort 
Barnwell  Fire  and  Rescue  34;  Dover  Fire 
Department  33;  Township  No.  9  Fire  and 
Rescue  35-30;  Craven  County  Sheriff;  NC 
Fiighway  Patrol.  ❖ 


Above  (Left  to  RigJit):  Front  row,  Brad  White,  Ann  Jones,  and  Ann  Davis.  Back  row, 
Milligan,  Brand  Hardison,  Alvin  Jones,  David  Cox,  Keith  McCoy,  and  the  Rev  Neal  Cox,  . 


by  Jennifer  Ange 

n  April  7,  2002,  Wintergreen 


Greg 


o 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
youth,  Cove  City,  NC,  came  to- 
gether and  held  a  program  to  show  the 
congregation  the  story,  "On  the  Road  to 
Emmaus."  This  was  a  great  learning  ex- 
perience for  our  youth,  a  story  that  is  sel- 
dom told. 

In  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  Luke, 
Mary  Magdelene,  Joanna,  Mary  the 
mother  of  James,  and  other  women  came 
to  the  sepulchre  with  spices  and  ointments 
to  anoint  the  body  of  Jesus.  When  they 
arrived  He  was  not  there.  "He  is  risen," 
they  proclaimed.  This  is  a  wonderful  story 
and  our  youth  had  a  fun  time  learning 
about  it.  ❖ 


Above:  Program 


Special  Invitation 

T 


he  Children  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Bobby  Carden  extend  an  invitation 
to  attend  the  Fiftieth  Wedding  An- 
niversary of  their  parent  s  on  May  25, 2002, 
at  White  Oak  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Bladenboro,  NC,  from  3:00-5:00  pm.  ❖ 


Cragmont  Assembly 

July  1-6, 2002 


Name 


Address 
City  


Telephone  (  \_ 


Church  Name 


State. 


Zip. 


Age. 


Come  join  the  excitement  at  AFC  week  this  year.  AFC  Conference  at  Cragmont 
is  for  youth  ages  8-12.  This  year  our  week  will  be  filled  with  Bible  study,  games, 
activities,  music,  and  lots  and  lots  of  fun.  The  cost  is  $220.00  for  the  week.  To 
make  sure  you  are  one  of  those  who  attend  AFC  Week,  mail  your  application 
and  a  $100  registration  fee  as  soon  as  possible.  Letters  explaining  what  you 
need  to  carry  to  camp  will  be  sent  when  your  application  fee  is  received. 


Please  mail  this  registration  form 
along  with  a  $100.00  deposit  to: 
AFC  Conference 
c/o  Frankie  Baggett 
5403  Weyerhaeuser  Road 
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Bible  Sword  Drill 

2002-2003  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  League 
Study  Guide 


I.  Scripture  Searching  (God's  character) 


1.  Exodus  34:6-7 

2.  1  Samuel  15:29 

3.  2  Samuel  22:27 

4.  1  Chronicles  21:15 

5.  Psalm  18:  25-26 

6.  Psalm  95:10-11 


7.  Psalm  150:2 

8.  Isaiah  43:25 

9.  Nahum  1:7 

10.  Jeremiah  30:23-24 

11.  Zephaniah  3:17 

12.  1  John  4:8 


II.  Unfinished  Quotations  (Heaven) 

1.  (Atmospheric)  "Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air  ..."  (Matthew 
6:26) 

2.  (Stellar)  "And  God  said,  Let  there  be  light  in  the 
firmament  of  the  heaven..."  (Genesis  1:  14) 

3.  (Third  heaven)  "I  knew  a  man  in  Christ. . ."  (2  Corinthians 
12:2,  4) 

4.  (Eternal)  "For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this 
tabernacle...."  (2  Corinthians  5:1) 

5.  (Preferred)  "For  I  am  in  a  strait  betwixt  two,. . . "  (Philippians 
1:23) 

6.  (Perfect)  "And  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
eyes;..."  (Revelation  21:4) 

7.  (Place)  "In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions;..."  (John 
14:2-3) 

8.  (Dwelling  of  God)  "After  this  manner,  therefore,  pray  ye: 
..."  (Matthew  6:9) 

9.  (Inheritance)  "Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  ..."  (1  Peter  1  :3-4) 

10.  (Who  enters)  "The  Spirit  himself  beareth  witness  with  our 
spirit,...  (Romans  8:  16-17) 

11.  (Citizenship)  "For  our  citizenship  is  in  heaven,..." 
Philippians  3:20 

12.  (Who  does  not  enter)  "Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous 
shall  not  inherit..."  (1  Corinthians  6:9-10 

III.  Character  Drill  (Jesus'  genealogy) 


1.  Adam-Genesis  2:20 

2.  Methuselah-Genesis  5:27 

3.  Noah  -Genesis  6:9 

4.  Abraham-Genesis  12:1 

5.  Jacob-Genesis  27:30 

6.  Judah-Genesis  49:10-11 


7.  Boaz-Ruth  4:21-22 

8.  Jesse-1  Samuel  16:1 

9.  David-2  Samuel  5:3 

10.  Zerubbabel-Ezra  3:8 

11.  Jacob-Matthew  1: 15-16 

12.  Joseph-Luke  3:23 


IV.  Book  Drill 

1.  Deuteronomy 

2.  2  Chronicles 

3.  Psalms 

4.  Lamentations 

5.  Hosea 

6.  Acts 


7.  Jonah 

8.  Habakkuk 

9.  Matthew 

10.  Colossians 

11.  Titus 

12.  2  Peter 


V.  Topical  Drill  (Jesus'  genealogy — women) 

1.  (Tamar)  Scarlet  thread— Genesis  38:24,  27-30 

2.  (Rahab)  Line  of  scarlet — Joshua  2:1,  21 

3.  (Bathsheba)  Occasion  to  the  enemies  -  Joshua  12:14,24 

4.  (Mary)  Child  of  Holy  Spirit— Matthew  1:18 

(Life  of  Jesus) 

5.  Favor,  Luke  2:52 

6.  Baptism,  Matthew  3:16-17 

7.  Tested,  Matthew  4:1 

8.  Preaching,  Matthew  4:17 

9.  Books,  John  21:25 

10.  Crucified,  John  19:23 

11.  Rabboni,  John  20:16 

12.  Taken,  coming  Acts  1:11 

VI.  Doctrinal  Drill  (Hell) 

I.  The  Bible  teaches  that  hell  is  a  fire  that  never  shall  be 
quenched.  Mark  9:  43-44 

2  The  Bible  teaches  that  tilings  that  offend,  and  them  that  do 
iniquity  shall  be  cast  into  a  furnace  of  fire.  Matthew  13:41-42 

3.  The  Bible  teaches  that  the  everlasting  fire  is  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels.  Matthew  25:41-43 

4.  The  Bible  teaches  that  we  are  to  fear  Him  (God)  who  hath 
power  to  cast  into  hell.  Luke  12:5 

5.  The  Bible  teaches  that  hell  is  a  place  of  torments  and  separa- 
tion. Luke  16:  22,  23,  26 

6.  The  Bible  teaches  that  a  strange  (foolish)  women's  ways 
lead  to  death  and  hell.  Proverbs  5:  3-5 

7.  The  Bible  teaches  that  the  wicked  and  nations  that  forget 
God  shall  go  to  hell.  Psalms  9:17 

8.  The  Bible  teaches  that  angels  that  sinned  are  in  hell  awaiting 
judgement.  2  Peter  2:4 

9.  The  Bible  teaches  that  those  who  believe  not  and  angels  who 
left  their  first  estate  will  suffer  eternal  fire.  Jude  1 :5-7 

10.  The  Bible  teaches  that  those  whose  names  are  not  written  in 
the  book  of  life  will  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire.  Revelation 
20:15 

II.  The  Bible  teaches  that  anyone  who  calls  his  brother  "thou 
fool"  shall  be  in  danger  of  hell  fire.  Matthew  5:22 

12.  The  Bible  teaches  that  the  fearful,  unbelieving,  abominable, 
murderer,  whoremongers,  sorcerers,  idolaters,  and  all  liars 
shall  burn  with  fire  and  brimstone.  Revelation  21 :8 

Bibles  will  be  provided.  Only  references  from  this  guide  will 
be  accepted.  Any  church  or  youth  group  may  have  Junior  (ages 
9-11);  Intermediate  (ages  12-15);  and  adult  contestants.  Pri- 
mary (ages  6-8)  will  compete  in  Scripture  Searching  and  Book 
Drill.  This  year  there  will  be  no  limit  on  participants.  How- 
ever, at  the  convention,  the  church  must  register  with  one  $25 
fee,  God  Bless  You! 


Becky  Jo  Sumner 
450  NC  561  East  •  Ahoskie,  NC  27910 
(252)  332-6810 
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Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Leagues  by  Becky  joswnner 


Amazing  Grace  was  the  theme  of  the 
2002  League  Convention  which 
met  on  Saturday,  March  16,  at  As- 
pen Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Fountain,  NC.  God's  "Amazing  Grace" 
was  celebrated  as  we  opened  our  conven- 
tion with  choruses  led  by  Judy  Moore. 

The  devotion  was  a  delightful  Chris- 
tian interpretation  of  the  fable,  The  Tor- 
toise and  the  Hare,  presented  by  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro.  The 
stars  of  the  production  were:  Timothy 
Howell  as  the  fun-loving  rabbit  who 
wasted  his  life  in  the  things  of  the  world 
and  napped  too  long;  Jason  Williams  was 
the  faithful  tortoise  who  kept  on  going 
till  he  won  the  crown  of  life. 

The  League  Singspiration  came  next 
with  Lloyd  Jones  from  Mount  Zion  and 
groups  from  Aspen  Grove  and 
Goldsboro  First  lifting  our  hearts  through 
song  to  the  throne  of  God's  grace. 


Sword  Drill  winners  were: 

Adult,  first  place — Judy  Moore,  As- 
pen Grove;  second  place —  Margaret  Ard, 
Goldsboro  First;  third  place — Sharlene 
Howell,  Goldsboro  First. 

Intermediate  first  place — Timothy 
Howell,  Goldsboro  First;  second  place — 
Jason  Williams,  Goldsboro  First. 


Leaguers  enjoyed  a  wonderful  mono- 
logue on  the  life  of  John  Newton  by 
Alan  Joyner.  A  special  treat  was  a  violin 
solo  Amazing  Grace  by  Michelle 
Hoggard. 

We  had  a  day  filled  with  worship,  sur- 
rounded with  fun,  and  steeped  in  Chris- 
tian growth.  We  extend  to  you  a  very  spe- 
cial invitation  to  join 
us  on  March  15,  2003, 
at  Mount  Zion  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church, 
Roper,  NC,  for  our 
next  League  Conven- 
tion. ❖ 


Left:  Sword  Drill  contes- 
tants at  2002  League 
Convention. 


North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

Seventy-fifth  Annual  Session  May  9,  2002  9:00  am 


Hosted  by:  North  Carolina  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  Executive  Com- 
mittee at  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive,  NC 

Tlieme:  "Here  Am  I,  Use  Me" — Isaiah  6:8 
". .  .Lord  saying,  Whom  shall  I  send,  and 
who  will  go  for  us?  Then  said  I,  Here 
am  I;  send  me." 

Come  and  join  us  for  this  very  spe- 
cial convention.  As  you  can  see  we  will 
have  some  well-known  ladies  partici- 
pating in  the  program.  What  fun  we 
will  have  discovering  who  is  perform- 
ing each  part.  Ladies  are  encouraged  to 
come  dressed  in  the  style  of  the  ladies 
at  the  1927  convention. 


8:30 — Hennessee  room,  Murphy  Center, 
"Memories  with  Munches,"  His- 
toric display.  Enjoy  a  snack  as  you 
visit  our  past. 

Registration 
Meal  Tickets— $6.00 
(Transportation  will  be  provided  for 
those  who  require  assistance  to 
Rodgers  Chapel.) 

Prelude 

9:30— Call  to  Worship 

Convention  Prayer 
Pilgrimage  Into  Our  Past 
Devotion  by  Mrs.  Gertrude  Ballard 
Welcome 
Response 

Announcements  by  Sister  Hales 
Congregational  Hymn 

10:15 — President's  address  by  Sister 
Mattie  Manning 
Business  Session 


10:30 — Memorial  Service  by  Mrs.  Alice 
Lupton 
Offering  and  Prayer 

11:00— Break 

11:15 — Congregational  Hymn 
Life  Membership  Award 
Denominational  Ministries  Report 

11:45 — Business 

Committee  Reports 
Other  Business 

12:00— Worship 

Congregational  Hymn 
Introduction  of  speaker  by  Mrs. 

Katie  Sawyer  Jackson 
Message  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Linton 
Daughtery 
Special  Music 

12:30 — Remembrances  by  Miss  Laura 
Bell  Barnard 
Installation  Service 
Prayer 
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Everett  Chapel  Activities 

by  Joyce  U.  Hill 

It  was  with  great  joy  the  congrega- 
tion of  Everett  Chapel  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Clayton, 
NC,  assisted  the  Clayton  Area  Ministries 
earlier  by  collecting  over  1000  nonper- 
ishable  items  and  giving  an  offering  to 
them. 

Clayton  Area  Ministries  offers  assis- 
tance to  the  people  in  our  community 
who  are  out  of  work  or  in  need  because 
of  sickness  or  other  problems.  We  real- 
ize daily  that  as  He  says  in  His  word,  "it 
is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive" 
and  thank  Him  that  we  are  able  to  assist 
with  the  needs  in  our  community. 

Jesus  Videos  Distributed 

We  recently  viewed  the  Jesus  Video 
Project  on  Wednesday  night  and  then 
had  the  privilege  of  distributing  310  of 
these  to  new  homes  in  our  area. 

This  was  done  on  two  different  Sat- 
urdays. Along  with  the  videos  there  was 
information  about  our  church,  and  a  bag 
of  popcorn  given  to  each  family.  We  are 
delighted  to  report  that  we  have  had 
very  positive  results  from  this  project. 

Pictured  are  the  youth  and  adults  as 
they  prepare  to  leave  the  church  with  the 
videos  and  people  returning  with  empty 
boxes  after  the  project  is  complete. 

100  Year  Celebration  of  God's  Blessings! 

The  church  is  planning  to  celebrate  the 
blessings  of  God  on  our  one  hundredth 
birthday  on  September  28,  2003. 

We  encourage  all  previous  members 
to  donate  any  information  they  may 
have  which  would  be  useful  in  compil- 
ing history  for  a  memory  book  we  are 
making.  You  may  have  old  pictures  of 
special  events,  people  or  other  informa- 
tion that  may  be  vital  to  this  celebration. 
Any  information  you  have  on  our 
founder,  the  Rev.  Bill  Everett,  or  any  liv- 
ing relatives  would  also  be  appreciated. 

Please  mark  your  pictures  or  other 
information  with  your  name  and  ad- 
dress on  the  back  and  we  will  return 
them  to  you  after  the  book  is  finished. 

If  you  have  information  or  know  any- 
one that  would  have  information  about 
a  fire  at  Everett  Chapel  Church  in  the 


early  1900s  we  would  appreciate  you  let- 
ting us  know.  A  fire  was  mentioned  in  a 
biography  on  Rev.  William  "Bill"  Everett 
(prepared  by  Lawrence  Higgins  in 
1975);  however,  we  have  not  found  any- 
thing to  document  it. 

Please  take  the  time  to  research  your 
memorabilia  and  send  to  Linda 
Blackmon,  911  Pond  Street,  Clayton,  NC 
27520.  This  information  is  needed  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Wonderful  Year  In  the  Lord 

The  congregation  and  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Loyd  F.  Hargis  reports  to  you  that  the 


Lord  blessed  bounti- 
fully in  our  midst  last 
year.  We  had  a  total  gain 
in  our  membership  of  37 
members,  of  which  23  of 
these  were  by  conver- 
sion and  baptism.  New 
Sunday  school  classes 
i  have  formed  and  classes 
|H^R  moving  to  other  areas  as 
m »mB™IIIi1  they  need  more  space 
for  new  members. 

Under  the  direction  of  our  youth 
leader,  Brother  Troy  Lee,  Jr.,  we  are 
seeing  a  steady  increase  of  young 
people  in  our  church  and  enjoying  the 
activities  they  are  presenting  to  us. 
They  recently  honored  us  with  lunch 
after  church  the  week  of  Valentine 
and  a  program  afterward  which 
youth  and  adults  participated. 

We  continue  to  "thank  and  we 
praise  the  Lord"  for  making  our  ef- 
forts a  success  for  Him  and  His  bless- 
ings on  our  congregation.  ❖ 
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Looking  for  a  fun  weekend  away  from  home? 
Ready  to  see  your  Craamont  buddies  again? 
Seeking  great  fellowship  among  Original  Tree  Will  Baptist  your  own 
age?  Searching  for  a  spiritual  blessing  geared  for  your  age  group? 


\%J 

you  to  ge  ohi 


Will  you  be  in  the  HOT  SEAT  to  play  WHO  WANTS  TO  BE  A  CHRISTIAN  HEIR? 
Enjoy  Praise  and  Worship  with  Janie  Sowcres  and  Devotions  with  Pastor  Terry 

Experience  the  treat  talents  of  our  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Youth 
There  will  he  planned  games  and  activities,  delicious  food,  award  ceremonies, 
»  a  League  exposition,  and  more? 

Saturday  Night  Enjoy 
Nikki  Leonti  In  Concert 

The  Youth  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  is  pleased  to  announce  that  contem- 
porary Christian  singer,  Nikki  Leonti,  will  be 
performing  at  our  2002  convention.  Nikki  will 
be  performing  on  Saturday  night,  May  18  at 
7:30  pm.  Nikki's  songs  are  played  on  radio 
stations  throughout  the  country,  and  has  re- 
cently released  her  second  album  self-titled  Nikki. This  concert  is  included 
in  each  church's  convention  registration  fee.  If  your  church  is  only  attend- 
ing the  concert,  the  charge  will  be  $5.00  per  person,  or  groups  of  10  or 
more  will  be  $50.00. 


MAY  EVENTS 


2— 

-National  Day  of  Prayer 

9- 

-WA  75th  Anniversary 

5- 

-Deadline  for  June  Articles  in  The 
Free  Will  Baptist. 

12- 

—Mother  s  Day 

17- 

-19 — State  Youth  Convention 

18- 

—Armed  Forces  Day 

20-23 — Annual  Minister 's  Conference 

27- 

—Memorial  Day 

31- 

-June  1 — Layman's  League  Spiri- 
tual Life  Retreat 

Williamston  Church  to 
Celebrate  50  Years 

The  congregation  of  Williamston 
First  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Williamston,  NC  invites 
everyone  to  attend  a  celebration  of  fifty 
years  of  service  to  the  glory  of  God  on 
May  26,  2002. 

A  meal  will  follow  the  morning  ser- 
vice. Please  join  us  as  we  remember  the 
faithfulness  of  God.  All  former  pastors 
are  urged  to  join  our  celebration.  ❖ 


Attention 
WA  Members 

The  date  of  the  Seventy- 
fifth  Annual  Session,  meeting 
at  Mount  Olive  college,  is 
May  9,  not  May  5  as  reported 
in  Devotion. 
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Numbering  &  Perforating  Machine 

6.000  standard- srse  sheets  pei  houi 

*  Up  to  10  numbers  pei  head  pei  sheet 

*  1  or  2  numbs  iing  heads 

*  Heads  rotate  &  lock  throughout  360  degrees 

*  labletop  model,  optional  stand  available 

*  Clash  number  up  to  10-part  sets 

*  Feed  sets  from  the  UNGLUED  or  glued  side 

*  Create  "snap  sets"  while  numbering 

*  Perforating  options  2,4,6,8, 12  TPI 

*  Microperf  options  42  or 72  TPI 

*  Scoring  options  wide  (standard)  or  narrow 

*  Optional  slittmg  blade  available 

*  Ability  to  control  depth  of  eachfeif/score&lit  independently 

*  Automatic  feed 

*  Accurate  010"  register 

*  Microprocessor  controlled  with  forward  and  backward  stepping  for  easy  programming 
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Dr.  Pepper's 
Book  Corner 


Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 

dward  O. 
Wilson 

asks  profound  questions  for  our  species: 
homo  sapiens:  What  are  some  external 
goals  for  our  biological  nature?  What  is 
fulfillment?  How  may  fulfillment  be 
realized?  (3)  Wilson  is  interested  in  a 
definition  of  human  nature  and  his 
research  leads  him  to  peer  into  "the 
machinery  of  the  mind"  (4)  in  fascinating 
ways.  His  insistence  upon  integrating  the 
natural  sciences  with  the  social  sciences, 
humanities,  and  religion  provide  another 
dimension  of  insight  for  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  As  Christians  in  the  new 
millennium,  how  can  we  relate  our 
deepest  religious  beliefs  to  the  scientific 
community? 

Aggression 

Wilson  asks:  "Are  human  beings  in- 
nately aggressive?"  (99)  Wilson  declares 
yes  and  states:  "Throughout  history, 
warfare,  representing  only  the  most  or- 
ganized technique  of  aggression,  has 
been  endemic  to  every  form  of  society, 
from  hunter  gatherer  bands  to  industrial 
states"  (99).  Wilson  traces  the  instinct  for 
aggression  to  the  "heredity  predisposi- 
tion" (100)  rather  than  to  the  Calvinistic 
depravity.  To  Wilson  aggression  relates 
to  seven  categories:  "the  defense  and 
conquest  of  territory,  the  assertion  of 
dominance  within  well-organized 
groups,  sexual  aggression,  acts  of  hos- 
tility by  which  weaning  is  terminated, 
aggression  against  prey,  defensive 
counterattacks  against  predators,  and 
moralistic  and  disciplinary  aggression 
used  to  enforce  the  rules  of  society" 
(101  -02). 

Wilson  believes  "crowding  in  the  en- 
vironment" leads  to  aggression  in  order 
for  a  group  to  gain  "control  over  neces- 
sities, ordinarily  food  or  shelter"  (103). 
When  we  realize  the  population  of  the 
earth  was  around  three  billion  people  in 
the  1960s  and  is  now  six  billion  people 


Edward  O.  Wilson.  On  Human  Nature 
Cambridge:  Harvard  University  Press 
1978.  Ninth  Printing,  1995.  260  pages. 

at  the  beginning  of  the  new  millennium, 
then  12  billion  may  exist  by  2050  if  the  J 
population  doubles  every  50  years.  Will 
aggression  be  an  important  issue 
in  this  century?  Will  Christians 
need  to  address  this  concern?  In- 
deed yes. 


Altruism 

What  is  altruism?  Wilson  notes: 
"Generosity  without  hope  of  re-  l. 


ciprocation  is  the  rarest  and  most  / 
cherished  of  human  behaviors"  / 
(149).  Society  seeks  ways  to  " 
reward  such  altruism.  During  wars, 
soldiers  who  throw  themselves  "on 
top  of  grenades  to  shield  comrades" 
(149)  were  awarded  Congressional 
Medals  of  Honor.  Such  altruism  leads 
Wilson  to  differentiate  between  hard- 
core altruism  and  soft-core  altruism. 
Wilson  notes  that  hard-core  altruism  is 
"a  set  of  responses  relatively  unaffected 
by  social  reward  or  punishment"  (155). 
With  soft-core  altruism,  an  element  of 
selfishness  enters  for  the  altruistic  party 
"expects  reciprocation  from  society  for 
himself  or  his  closest  relatives"  (156). 
Such  altruism  has  a  calculating  side. 
Wilson  believes  that  reciprocation  is 
the  norm  for  social  groups.  He  notes: 
"Through  the  convention  of  recipro- 
cation, combined  with  a  flexible, 
endlessly  productive  language  and  a 
genius  for  verbal  classification,  hu- 
man beings  fashion  long-remembered 
agreements  upon  which  cultures  and 
civilizations  can  be  built"  (156). 
When  human  altruism  is  soft-core,  of- 
ten the  human  mind  is  troubled.  How 
can  a  Christian  theology  address  altru- 
ism in  the  new  millennium?  Can  human 
beings  enter  the  realm  of  agape  in  its 
Christian  alliance? 

Religion 

The  power  of  religion  in  Wilson's  view 


is  in  its  emotional  impact  to  bind  groups 
together  in  allegiance.  Through  religion 
a  society  can  "counteract  selfish  be- 
havior" (185)  and  build  a  strength  of 
alliance  and  allegiance.  With  symbols, 
commitment,  and  a  transcendental 
belief,  religion  points  to  the  "primal 
source  of  power"  (192)  in  the  universe. 
For  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  that  pri- 
mal power  is  the  Father  from  everlast- 
ing to  everlasting. 

Conclusion 

Wilson  calls  for  a  dialogue  between  sci- 
ence and  the  humanities.  He  values  the 
gene  pool  of  homo  sapiens  and  calls  for 
a  recognition  of  the  value  of  genes  in  the 
history  of  mankind.  He  knows  that  both 
economic  and  social  problems  are  the 
concerns  of  governments.  He  asks:  "Can 
anything  really  matter  while  people 
starve  in  India  and  rot  in  the  prisons  of 
Argentina  and  the  Soviet  Union?"  (205) 

What  are  the  concerns  of  the  Christian 
religion?  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
know  them  to  be  faith,  hope,  love,  salva- 
tion, and  eternity.  A  dialogue  with  sci- 
ence, politics,  economics,  and  faiths  must 
take  place  in  the  millennium  to  pave  the 
way  for  greater  bonding  globally.  ❖ 
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Christian 
Art  Review 

by  Rev.  Michael  Warning 


1  or  the  Christ- 
ian the  life  of 
Jesus  takes  on  a 
central  emphasis 
throughout  the 
calendar  year  as 
well  as  in  the 
mind  and  life  of 
the  believer. 
Within  each  of 
these  traditional  affairs  throughout  the 
Christian  year  the  major  events  from 
the  life  of  Jesus  are  celebrated.  Within 
each  of  these  holidays  (holy  days) 
there  is  also  an  order  or  sequence  of 
events.  For  example,  in  the  total  Bibli- 
cal account  of  the  Crucifixion  of  Jesus 
the  Deposition  follows  Good  Friday 
evening. 

Artistic  Style 

The  artistic  style  is  that  of  an  early  Re- 
naissance mural  from  the  monastery  in 
Florence  named  after  Saint  Mark,  now  a 
museum.  The  image  we  are  seeing  in- 
cludes the  central  figures  of  the  account 
given  in  Matthew  27:55-66.  Among  the 
figures  are  Mary  Magdalene  (woman  in 
the  background  to  the  far  right);  Mary 
holding  the  head  of  the  crucified  Jesus 
(mother  of  Jesus);  mother  of  Zebedee's 
children  (woman  in  the  background  to 
the  far  left);  Joseph  of  Arimathea  (man 
to  the  far  left);  John  the  disciple  (man  to 
the  far  right). 

This  illustrates  the  clear  attempt  of  the 
artist  to  follow  the  account  in  Matthew 
27  as  to  the  figures  present  at  the  time  of 
the  entombment. 

Traits  of  the  early  Renaissance  artistic 
style  include  the  brown  mono-coloration 
of  the  background,  the  elaborate  attempts 
to  illustrate  the  draped  folds  of  clothing, 


Source:  Fra  Angelica's  The  Deposition.  Located  on  the  interior  walls  of  a  monastery  in  Flo- 
rence which  is  now  a  museum  of  Fra  Angelica's  work.  From  Richard  Muhlberger's  The  Bible  in 
Art.  New  York:  Portland  House,  p.  131. 


a  stylized  stopped  action  as  if  time  has 
been  frozen  for  a  moment. 

Symbolism 

The  symbolism  of  the  painting  is  clear. 
This  is  a  time  of  mourning.  This  is  a  time 
of  lamentation.  This  is  a  time  of  showing 
the  final  act  of  love  for  the  mother,  follow- 
ers, and  disciples  of  Jesus.  Each  of  the  fig- 
ures has  a  halo.  Four  of  those  are  in  a  cir- 
cular pattern  almost  that  of  a  plate  behind 
the  head.  Such  is  a  traditional  pattern,  one 
that  speaks  of  the  solidity  of  their  holy 
radiance. 

The  halo  of  Mary  Magdalene  is  not  yet 
so  solid  as  if  of  a  more  developing  nature 
without  the  clearly  defined  rim.  Does  this 
imply  she  is  developing  in  her  life  as  a 
Christian? 

Also  the  circular  halo  of  Jesus  carries 
with  it  now  even  in  death  the  red  sign  of 
the  Cross.  For  this  Cross  the  believer  reck- 
ons Jesus  to  be  born. 

The  cloak  of  Mary  is  interesting,  for  it 
is  blue  like  the  heavens.  The  blue  carries 
also  the  portion  of  material  which  covers 
her  head  and  carries  a  gold  star  symbol- 
izing the  star  that  foretold  the  place  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus.  Now  this  star  symbolizes 


his  dying  and  entombment:  this  is  the 
place. 

John  who  is  the  youngest  disciple  takes 
for  himself  the  task  of  the  final  folding  of 
the  arms  arid  hands  of  Jesus  over  the  body. 
To  the  far  left  the  richly  clad  Joseph  of 
Arimathea,  a  wealthy  mart  who  followed 
Jesus,  now  gives  to  his  Lord  his  own  tomb 
hollowed  in  the  rock.  He  makes  a  sign  of 
disbelief  that  all  this  is  happening,  his  face 
full  of  sadness. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  image 
is  a  detail  of  a  much  larger  work  on  the 
walls  of  a  monastery  in  Florence.  This  de- 
tail of  a  larger  painted  fresco  in  the  plaster 
of  a  monastery  (now  a  museum)  is  part  of 
the  depiction  of  the  life  and  work  of  Jesus 
and  his  disciples. 

Conclusion 

This  Christian  art  gives  a  visualization 
of  a  very  often  neglected  aspect  of  the  Good 
Friday  events  as  told  in  the  gospel  of  Mat- 
thew. This  Christian  art  helps  the  believer 
to  visualize  more  clearly  the  Scripture  so 
that  by  vision  and  by  faith  the  words  of 
the  Bible  become  more  clearly  seen,  under- 
stood, and  experienced.  ❖ 
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Complete  this  ticket 
order  form  and  maii 
with  payment  to: 

OFWB 

Youth  Convention 
1255  NC  581  N 
Pikeville.  NC  27863 
Attn:  Scott  Lane. 
President  of  Youth 
Convention 

For  more 
information  call: 

Scott  Lane 
President  of  Youth 
Convention 

919.736-1423 


Count  us  in!  We  would  like  to  purchase: 


Admission  Tickets  x  $22.50  ea. 
(ages  7  and  up) 

Admission  Tickets  x  $19  50  ea. 
(ages  3-6) 

x  $10.00  ea. 


Meal  Tickets 
(ages  7  and  up) 

Meat  Tickets 
(ages  3-6) 


x  $5.00  ea. 
Total  Amount  Due  (Payment  enclosed) 


NAME 


CHURCH  NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


*  All  meat  tickets  must  be  purchased  in  advance. 

*  Make  check  payable  to  the  Youth  Convention  Of  WB. 

*  Payment  must  be  in  the  form  of  a  check. 

*  Deadline  for  ordering  tickets  is  May  30,  2002. 

Late  orders  can  be  picked  up  at  the  OFWB  Group  Sales  Window 
on  |unc  8.  2002,  from  9  AM  to  I  PM 

*  Order  in  advance  and  save.T<kets  will  be  $25 
(ages  7  &  up)  and  $22  (ages  3  to  6)  the  day  of  the  event. 


STATE 


ZIP 


EMAIL 


PHONE 


T7;t>  Free  Will  Baptist,  May  2002— ¥  31 


\r\.n>io  l_i i_M\A^r\  i 


SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM  NC  27706 


OmBmge*  in  Tt*m  1fl$dpkgktp 


Order  Form 

Please  send  _       sets*  of  Cdm^cst.  "Challenges  in  Teen  Discipleship' 

for  Summer  Quarter,  2002  @  $3.50  per  set,  plus  tax  and  ship- 
ping/handling (see  Chart  below). 

*A  set  includes  one  copy  of  Conquest  per  student  for 
each  Sunday.  a 

•         Subtotal  $   


Shipping/Handling  Chart 
10%  of  total  order 

($4.70  minimum  charge) 
6.5%  Sales  Tax 


Tax  $ 
Shipping/Handling  $ 


Grand  Total 


$ 


Send  orders  to: 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  •  PO  Box  159  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 

(Please  give  your  complete  address — church,  superintendent,  etc. 
and  fill  out  the  form  belozv.) 


Bill  To: 

Account  Number 

Church  Name  

Attention   

Address  


City,  State,  Zip 


Ship  to:  (If  Different  From  Bill  To) 

Church  Name  

Attention  

Address  


City,  State,  Zip, 


Date 


Phone  Number 
Signature  


(In  case  we  have  questions) 


(person  ordering) 

All  requests,  payments,  return  policy,  and  price  changes  will  follow  our 
standing  order  forms.  Thank  you  for  ordering  "Conquest." 


Editors 

A  Common  Thread  of  Commitment 


In  pastoral  visits  of  past  years,  especially  in  the  homes 
of  the  elderly  and  shut-ins,  I  sometimes  heard  the  re- 
mark, "I  didn't  feel  like  going  to  church  today,  but  I 

listened  to  preacher  on  the  radio,"  or  watched 

on  television.  In  the  case  of  the  truly  shut-in,  such  is  an 
acceptable  thing  to  do,  and  the  good  Lord  knows  the 
situation,  but  what  about  the  member  who  is  never  able 
to  attend  the  worship  services  or  other  activities  of  the 
church  and  yet  goes  everywhere  else?  Here's  another 
remark  we've  heard,  "I  send  regular  contributions  to 

Evangelist  that  I  watch  on  my  TV."  Whether 

verbally  expressed  or  not,  the  pastor  thinks,  "Is  that 
evangelist  going  to  visit  you  at  home  or  in  the  hospital? 
Is  he  going  to  visit  your  family  in  their  bereavement 
when  you're  gone?  Is  he  going  to  conduct  your  funeral?" 
Granted,  there  are  times  when  I  listen  to  a  good  preacher 
on  the  radio,  or  watch  on  television.  This  is  everyone's 
privilege,  but  when  it  comes  to  giving  my  money,  that's 
a  different  matter.  If  done  at  all,  it  is  with  a  lot  of  discre- 
tion, for  I  am  first  committed  to  my  own  denomina- 
tional family. 

The  pastor  and  leaders  in  the  church  are  often  con- 
fronted with  explanations  and  excuses  from  members 
concerning  their  absence  from  church,  and  their  failure 
to  give  proportionately  to  the  church.  Thus,  the  total 
outreach  and  program  of  the  church  is  diminished,  or 
weakened.  Just  imagine  what  could  be  accomplished 
in  our  local  church  programs  and  denominational  min- 
istries if  each  member  was  faithful  in  tithing,  if  each 
member  faithfully  supported  and  attended  all  activi- 
ties of  the  church.  The  pastor's  sermons  and  personal 
enthusiasm  would  drastically  improve,  the  choir  would 
sing  better  and  with  more  zeal,  there  would  be  greater 
fervor  in  praying,  and  the  congregational  singing  would 
sound  more  harmonious  and  enthusiastic. 

Now,  let's  get  back  to  the  matter  of  support  of  our 
ministries  as  we  promised  to  do  in  last  month's  editorial. 
In  citing  how  we  can  make,  weaken,  or  break  a  ministry, 
we  listed  six  ways,  the  last  one  being:  "When  we  send 
our  money  to  outside  sources  that  have  no  real  vested 
interest  in  the  promotion  and  advancement  of  our  own 
ministries."  It  is  obvious  that  growth  or  expansion  of 
each  of  our  ministries  is  directly  related  to  the 
commitment  factor  on  the  part  of  our  members  first, 
then  our  churches  and  their  leadership,  and  especially 
on  the  pastoral  leadership.  There  is  a  definite  connection, 
a  common  thread  of  commitment,  to  the  ministries  we 


C.  H.  Overman 

have  established  and  have  sought  to  maintain  for  all 
these  years. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

Each  ministry  director  is  acutely  aware  of  this  con- 
nection and  often  wonders  why  support  sometimes 
wanes.  Having  served  the  ministry  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  for  over  sixteen  years,  my  primary  inter- 
est is  with  this  ministry  that  has  faithfully  served  its 
denomination  for  over  one  hundred  twenty-five  years. 
This  service  has  been  far-reaching  in  four  areas:  (1)  The 
publication  of  Sunday  school  literature,  and  in  previ- 
ous years  Free  Will  Baptist  League  literature  and  VBS 
materials,  as  well  as  various  books  and  pamphlets; 
(2)  the  merchandising  of  all  types  of  church  supplies — 
teaching  aids,  Bibles  and  Bible  commentaries,  church 
supplies  and  furnishings,  and  much  more  too  numerous 
to  mention;  (3)  quality  job  printing,  both  commercial 
and  church-related;  (4)  the  publication  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  since  1873,  which  has  always  been  a  service  to 
our  denomination.  Its  pages  are  available  to  any 
minister,  church,  Sunday  school,  or  any  good  news 
pertaining  to  the  work  of  His  Kingdom — all  without 
charge  with  the  exception  of  our  subscription  rates.  The 
publication  is  truly  a  servant  of  our  denomination, 
available  to  all  who  need  it.  To  further  increase  its  scope, 
however,  we  need  to  hear  from  more  of  our  churches. 
We  need  to  let  others  know  what  we  are  doing.  A  few  of 
our  churches  send  their  news  and  happenings  on  a 
regular  basis.  Any  sizeable  increase  of  church  news 
would  necessitate  shorter  and  more  to-the-point  items. 
Your  church  deserves  recognition  and  this  magazine  can 
be  that  medium.  This  publication  exists  to  serve  our 
Lord  and  our  denomination.  Your  continual  support  is 
important. 

Leaving  Editorship 

This  past  February  I  informed  our  executive  director, 
Cliff  Gray,  and  the  Press  board  of  my  resignation  as 
editor  to  become  effective  on  or  about  May  1;  however, 
we  found  it  necessary  to  extend  that  time.  Thus,  as  of 
May  31 1  will  complete  another  phase  of  my  ministerial 
calling.  (Additional  comments  will  follow  in  the  July 
issue.) 

Mrs.  Sheryll  Wood  will  serve  as  interim  editor  for  the 
next  2-3  months.  Sheryll  very  aptly  served  in  this 
capacity  more  than  five  years  ago,  preceding  my  return 
to  the  Press  in  February  of  '97. 
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On  April  13,  2002,  more  than  one 
hundred  twenty  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  including  a  few  with  "heri- 
tage" connections  with  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  were  privileged  to  be 
a  part  of  the  Heritage  Tour  of 
Edenton  and  Chowan  County  in  cel- 
ebration of  two  hundred  seventy- 
five  years  of  denominational  history 
The  tour  was  planned  and  directed 
by  the  Convention's  Historical  Com- 
mission and  Heritage  Committee. 


THE  IREDELL  HOUSE 

Listed  in  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places 
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The  highlight  of  the  tour  was  a  Ser- 
vice of  Commemoration  which  was 


One  of  Edenton' s  Historical  Sites 

held  at  the  approximate  site  where 
Paul  Palmer  gathered  the  first  Gen- 
eral Baptist/Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  in  1727.  The  very  mean- 
ingful service  was  held  where  Sandy 
Ridge  Road  and  Cisco  Road  meet, 
about  five  miles  northwest  of 
Edenton. 


The  service  consisted  of: 

Welcome  and  Opening  Comments, 
the  Rev.  Leon  Grubbs,  Convention 
President;  Reason  for  the  Tour,  Dr. 
Michael  Pelt;  the  singing  of  Faith  of 
Our  Fathers,  led  by  the  Rev.  C.  H. 
Overman;  the  reading  in  unison  of 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Affirma- 
tion of  Faith:  Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  for 
Our  Founding  Fathers,  the  Rev. 
Ronnie  Hobgood;  The  Contribution  of 
Paid  Palmer  to  Our  Church,  Dr.  Alan 
Lamm;  The  Benediction,  Dr.  W. 
Burkette  Raper. 

Following  the  service,  the  group 
gathered  at  Nixon's  Restaurant  and 
enjoyed  a  great  lunch  buffet.  The  af- 
ternoon consisted  of  a  tour  of  vari- 
ous historical  sites  in  Edenton,  one 
of  the  three  oldest  towns  in  North 
Carolina. 

Participants  in  the  tour  expressed 
delight  in  the  day's  activities,  that  it 
was  a  very  meaningful  experience. 

Historical  Commission:  Dr.  Michael 
Pelt,  Dr.  Alan  Lamm,  Miss  Pam 
Wood,  Mr.  Gary  Barefoot. 

Heritage  Committee:  The  Revs. 
Ronnie  Hobgood,  Garland  Suggs, 
Philip  Boykin.  * 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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President  Grubbs  welcomes  the  group. 


A  stop  at  the  Visitor's  Center 


Two  sisters — Mrs.  Margaret  Moseley  from  Ayden  Free  Will 
The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton,  as  always,  finds  a  place  and  mo-       Baptist  Church;  Miss  Leah  McGlohon,  Winterville  Free  Will 
ment  at  the  visitor's  center  to  glance  at  a  book  Baptist  Church. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist,  June  2002  5 


Heritage  Tour  Messages 

 —  (dfaj  On  (de  tfere  f- 


By  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 


Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

We  want  to  welcome  you  here  today 
for  this  celebration  of  our  past.  It  has 
occurred  to  me  that  someone  might 
ask,  "Why  did  we  come  to  this  place  at 
this  time?"  It  looks  quite  ordinary  since 
there  is  no  trace  of  the  distant  past  in 
this  location.  But  we  have  all  been  told 
that  Paul  Palmer  played  an  important 
role  in  our  history  when  he  organized 
the  first  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  the  Albemarle  region,  and 
most  of  us  had  no  idea  just  where  that 
event  occurred.  There  has  been  some 
confusion  about  the  location  of  that  first 
church  because  some  have  referred  to 
it  as  the  Perquimans  Church.  Well,  Paul 
Palmer  lived  in  Perquimans  Precinct, 


now  Perquimans  County,  east  of  here, 
but  the  only  primary  source  that  men- 
tions that  first  church  organized  by 
Palmer  was  the  diary  of  John  Comer,  a 
New  England  minister,  and  he  says,  "It 
meets  at  Chowan."  It  was  George 
Washington  Paschal,  a  Baptist  historian 
and  professor  at  Wake  Forest  College 
in  the  1930s  who  identified  this  com- 
munity of  Cisco  as  the  location  of  that 
church  by  reference  to  the  names  of  the 
male  members  who  are  listed  in 
Comer's  diary.  Some  of  these  men 
owned  adjoining  property  in  this 
neighborhood  and  some  of  their  names 
are  on  jury  lists  from  that  period.  One 
of  them  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Chowan  Precinct. 

We  come  to  this  place  today  because 
it  gives  us  a  sense  of  place  in  reference 
to  Paul  Palmer  and  that  first  church  he 
settled  in  1727.  They  later  built  a  chapel 
near  here,  but  of  course  nothing  of  that 
remains.  In  coming  here,  we  are  re- 
minded that  thousands  of  people  visit 
places  like  Roanoke  Island  to  learn 
about  the  Lost  Colony.  Many  more 
have  visited  Jamestown  on  the  north 
side  of  the  James  River  because  it  was 
the  first  permanent  English  settlement 
in  the  new  world.  Others  have  visited 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and  been 
shown  the  rock  on  which  the  Pilgrims 
are  said  to  have  landed.  When  we  visit 
a  historic  site,  then  the  event  that  took 


place  at  that  site  becomes  more  real  to 
us  and  the  people  involved  in  that 
event  become  more  real  to  us. 

We  come  here  today  to  honor  one  of 
the  founding  fathers  of  our  denomina- 
tion. Dr.  Alan  Lamm  will  tell  us  more 
about  him  shortly.  We  also  honor  those 
members  of  that  first  church.  They  were 
all  engaged  in  an  effort  to  share  the 
gospel  at  a  time  when  most  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  colony  were  un- 
churched and  unevangelized.  Many  of 
them  had  been  in  Carolina  for  a  gen- 
eration or  more  and  almost  never  heard 
the  good  news  proclaimed  by  anyone 
except  perhaps  by  a  member  of  their 
own  family  or  by  a  Christian  neighbor. 
Today  we  are  all  debtors  to  these 
people.  Without  the  witness  of  men  like 
Paul  Palmer  and  other  General  Baptists 
of  his  generation,  there  would  be  no 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  to- 
day. It  is  important  to  remember  that 
the  church  of  tomorrow  is  always  de- 
pendent on  the  witness  of  the  church 
today. 

After  lunch  we  will  go  back  to 
Edenton,  a  town  that  was  founded  in 
1712,  just  a  few  years  before  Paul 
Palmer  first  came  to  this  location  in 
Chowan.  There  we  will  be  taken  to  two 
locations,  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  home  of  James  Iredell,  an  early 
leading  citizen  of  Edenton.  We  hope 
that  you  enjoy  this  entire  day.  ft 


Paul  Palmer — a  Pioneer  of  tke  Qeneral  Baptist /Original  Free  Ml  Baptist  Movement 


by  Dr.  Alan  Lamm 


Dr.  Alan  Lamm 
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Paul  Palmer  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant figures  in  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  history.  He  helped  to  establish 
the  first  General  Baptist  churches  in 
North  Carolina  from  which  modern 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  de- 
scended. Despite  Palmer's  significance 
to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  however, 
much  of  his  life  remains  a  mystery.  Fur- 
thermore, much  of  what  has  been  told 
over  the  years  by  Calvinist  Baptists  was 
inaccurate  and  biased.  Today,  new  re- 
search has  shed  much  light  on  this  im- 
portant Christian  minister  and  the 


work  he  did  for  Christ  and  our  denomi- 
nation. 

Paul  Palmer's  name  first  appears  in 
1717  when  he  married  Martha 
Hansford  Hill,  a  York  County,  Virginia 
widow  with  two  children.  In  1719,  he 
was  forced  to  leave  Virginia  over  prop- 
erty disputes  and  resettle  in 
Perquimans  Precinct,  North  Carolina. 
Martha  had  died  in  the  first  year  of 
their  marriage,  and  so  the  newly  re- 
settled Palmer  married  Johanna 
Taylor  Jeffreys  Peterson.  The  twice 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


widowed  Johanna  brought  some 
wealth  to  the  marriage  having 
inherited  from  her  stepfather,  Benjamin 
Laker,  as  well  as  some  money  from  her 
second  husband,  a  prominent  man  in 
the  Chowan  Precinct.  Later  court 
records  show  Palmer  was  a  slaveholder 
which  gives  further  support  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  a  man  of  some  substance. 

The  first  records  we  have  concerning 
Palmer's  church  affiliation  come  from 
the  period  between  1719  and  1722 
when  he  worshiped  with  the  Quakers 
of  Perquimans  Monthly  Meeting  of 
Friends.  Palmer  formally  left  the 
Quakers  in  July,  1722,  and  probably 
became  associated  with  the  Baptist 
faith  at  this  time.  How  this  happened 
is  still  open  to  speculation.  Perhaps  he 
had  read  some  of  the  General  Baptist 
books  left  to  his  first  wife,  Johanna, 
from  her  late  father;  or  he  might  have 
traveled  to  nearby  Isle  of  Wright, 
Virginia,  and  met  with  Baptist 
ministers  there.  Palmer  did  mention 
one  of  the  Virginia  ministers,  Elder 
Richard  Jones,  in  a  letter  he  wrote  in 
1729.  Perhaps  these  or  other  events 
influenced  him,  but  in  any  case,  he  soon 
became  a  Baptist  of  the  General  or 
Arminian  persuasion. 

Palmer  began  preaching  General 
Baptist  doctrines  in  his  Albemarle 
Sound  region  home.  Records  indicate 
that  Baptists  had  been  living  there  since 
the  late  1600s  and  no  doubt  these 
people  welcomed  the  ministry  of  Paul 
Palmer.  Indeed,  Palmer  went  on  to  help 
establish  a  General  Baptist  church  with 
32  members  in  1727  near  the  present- 
day  community  of  Cisco,  North 
Carolina.  John  Parker  appears  to  have 
been  the  group's  pastor,  but  Palmer 
preached  there  off  and  on  for  the  next 
few  years.  This  was  the  first 
documented  Baptist  church  in  North 
Carolina  history  and  established 
Palmer's  lifelong  pattern  of  itinerant 
ministry. 

This  first  Baptist  church  did  not 
survive,  but  another  church  that 
Palmer  worked  with  in  the  Pasquotank 
Precinct  did  endure.  The  church  started 
in  the  home  of  William  Burges  and 
today  is  known  as  Shiloh  Baptist 
Church  in  Camden  County.  Burges  and 
his  fellow  Baptists  petitioned  the 
government  under  the  Toleration  Act 
of  1689  for  the  right  to  form  their  church 


on  September  5,  1729.  Licensing  was 
required  by  all  religious  dissenters,  as 
non- Anglicans  were  called.  Once  again, 
Paul  Palmer,  in  keeping  with  his 
Biblical  namesake,  seems  to  have 
turned  over  the  pastorate  to  another, 
in  this  case,  William  Burges.  Then 
Palmer  moved  on  to  continue  his 
missionary  efforts.  His  ministry  was  so 
successful  that  the  governor  of  the 
colony  wrote  to  the  Anglican  Bishop  of 
London  on  October  12, 1729,  lamenting 
that  Palmer  was  converting  hundreds 
in  the  area  and  that  he  seemed 
powerless  to  stop  him.  While  the 
Anglican  Church  was  slow  to  witness 
to  the  new  settlers  of  North  Carolina, 
Palmer  was  not  hesitant  to  step 
forward  and  share  God's  Word. 

In  the  fall  of  1730,  Palmer  decided  to 
visit  New  England  and  meet  face-to- 
face  with  General  Baptist  ministers  like 
John  Comer  who  he  had  begun 
corresponding  with  a  year  earlier. 
Palmer  visited  churches  in 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  then 
met  with  Comer  in  Rhode  Island.  He 
next  traveled  to  New  Jersey  where  he 
assisted  the  Rev.  John  Drake  to  ordain 
Henry  Loveall.  From  there,  he  headed 
south  toward  home  but  not  before 
stopping  to  preach  in  Baltimore 
County,  Maryland,  where  he  baptized 
nine  people. 

The  next  several  years  were  busy 
ones.  In  February  1735,  he  visited  South 
Carolina  Baptists  who  were  meeting  in 
Charleston  and  had  a  conflict  with 
Calvinist  Baptists,  an  ominous  preview 
of  things  to  come.  In  August  of  that 
same  year,  the  ever  busy  Palmer  was 
again  in  Maryland,  this  time  appearing 
in  the  Somerset  County  court,  taking 
the  oath  required  of  all  dissenting 
ministers,  and  registering  six  different 
Baptist  churches.  He  was  also  actively 
engaged  in  ministry  in  North  Carolina 
working  with  or  helping  to  establish 
churches  in  what  are  now  Beaufort, 
Craven,  New  Hanover,  Onslow, 
Pamlico,  Hyde,  Pitt,  and  Bladen 
counties.  In  fact,  Palmer  was  so  active 
that  in  1738  he  applied  for  a  license  to 
preach  at  the  General  Court  in  Edenton, 
North  Carolina.  This  license  from 
North  Carolina's  highest  court  meant 
that  he  would  no  longer  have  to  stop 
and  obtain  local  licenses  from  each  and 
every  county  he  visited.  A  license  from 


the  General  Court  would  also  ensure  a 
stronger  measure  of  protection  from 
hostile  Anglicans. 

Such  protection  was  obviously 
needed.  In  May  1739,  critics  of  the 
Baptists  complained  that  two  Palmer 
associates,  Francis  Ayres  and  William 
Fulsher,  were  creating  disturbances.  In 
June  1741,  the  petitions  of  a  group  of 
Baptists  to  register  their  worship  house 
was  denied  in  Bath  county  despite  their 
right  under  English  and  North  Carolina 
law.  While  Palmer's  name  does  not 
appear  on  the  petition  or  subsequent 
appeal,  his  presence  and  support  for 
these  churches  was  no  doubt  felt. 

On  November  24,  1739,  personal 
tragedy  struck  when  Samuel,  Palmer's 
eighteen-year-old  son  died.  Palmer 
preached  the  funeral  and  by  the  next 
spring  felt  up  to  the  task  of  making 
what  was  apparently  his  last  trip  north 
to  Maryland.  He  first  went  to  the  Indian 
River  area,  now  part  of  Delaware.  He 
helped  the  congregation  by  applying 
for  a  petition  to  build  a  meeting  house. 
He  then  moved  on  to  Baltimore  where 
things  went  less  well.  A  local  justice  of 
the  peace  contrived  to  have  Palmer 
appear  before  a  judge  on  January  29, 
1742,  on  charges  of  causing  a 
disturbance  with  his  preaching. 
Nothing  came  of  the  incident  but  it 
does  demonstrate  the  growing 
opposition  Palmer  faced  the  more 
successful  his  ministry  became. 

No  one  knows  when  or  where  Paul 
Palmer  died.  His  wife  purchased  land 
in  her  own  name  in  June,  1743,  which 
probably  means  that  he  was  dead  by 
this  time.  What  we  do  know  is  that 
Palmer  was  one  of  the  first  and  most 
successful  General  Baptist  ministers  in 
North  Carolina.  Thanks  to  his  tireless 
ministry,  numerous  churches  were 
started  in  this  state  not  to  mention  the 
work  he  did  in  spreading  the  gospel  in 
other  colonies.  Perhaps  that  is  why 
Particular  Baptists  who  followed  him 
were  so  apt  to  try  to  dismiss  or 
downplay  his  success.  Despite  their 
efforts,  Paul  Palmer's  memory  remains 
cherished  among  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  today. fl" 


Source:  A  History  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt. 
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Rejoice 


Original  Church,  Eleventh  and  Forbes  Street 


Showers  of  blessing  began  early 
Sunday,  March  10,  when  we  awoke 
to  sunny  skies  and  moderate 
temperatures  for  our  long-awaited 
centennial  service  in  our  original 
church  building.  Much  planning  and 
preparation  preceded  our  return 
pilgrimage  to  the  original  church  site 
built  in  1916  at  the  corner  of  Eleventh 
and  Forbes  Streets  in  Greenville  and 
occupied  by  our  church  family  for  58 
years  before  moving  in  1974  to  our 
present  location,  2426  South  Charles 
Boulevard.  Like  little  children 
looking  forward  to  Christmas 
morning,  the  church  family  was 
eagerly  anticipating  this  once-in-a- 
lifetime  experience  of  going  back  to 
our  roots. 

Guests  began  arriving  early  for  the 
three  o'clock  service  and  were 
greeted  warmly.  Everyone  received  a 
special  keepsake  bookmark 
imprinted  with  the  Lord's  Prayer,  a 
picture  of  the  beautiful  stained-glass 
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— O  Qlorious  Day — 

Centennial  Celebration — First  Church,  Greenville,  NC 
Ronnie  V.  Hobgood,  Pastor 
Joey  Williams,  Associate  Pastor 

(Submitted  by  Barbara  B.  Arnold  in  behalf  of  the 

Centennial  2002  Committee) 

W.  H.  Laughinghouse,  J.  C.  Moye, 
Robert  F.  Pittman,  Chester  Pelt,  C.  L. 
Patrick,  and  Rev.  D.  W.  Hansley. 

Accompanied  by  Mitzi  Hobgood  at 
the  piano  and  Shirley  McLawhorn  at 
the  organ,  the  congregation  sang 
worship  and  praise  hymns  and  there 
was  a  moment  to  extend  the  hand  of 
fellowship  to  our  neighbors.  Arlene 
Lincoln  (member  since  01-24-41), 
brought  greetings  and  gave  a  brief 
history  of  our  church.  As  a  young  girl 
who  lived  nearby,  she  walked  to 
church  there,  accepted  Christ  there 
and  dedicated  three  children  there. 
Four  generations  of  her  family  were 
present  for  the  service. 

Next,  Lorraine  Boyd  Hines, 
(member  since  05-41),  recalled 
precious  memories  of  growing  up 
across  the  street  from  the  church  and 
of  having  known  so  many  of  the 
church  members,  many  of  whom 
have  gone  on  to  be  with  the  Lord.  She 
called  by  name  many  of  the  faithful 
who  contributed  so  much  to  the 
heritage  of  the  church.  Among  those 
mentioned  were  Elizabeth  Warren, 
Alonza  Boyd,  Henry  Melvin,  Woody 
Owens,  E.  D.  Griffin,  R.  A.  Calhoun 
and  Atwood  Gurganus.  Her  aunt, 
Sophia  Hardee,  with  whom  Lorraine 
and  her  mother,  Nellie  Boyd,  lived 
was  a  generous  benefactor  of  the 
church,  having  given  an  organ  and 
the  first  parsonage.  Connie  and 
Lorraine  were  blessed  with  four 
children  all  dedicated  at  that  altar. 
Their  son,  the  Rev.  Bryant  Hines, 
brought  the  afternoon  message. 

Present  for  the  centennial  service 
was  Ruth  Taylor,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Moye,  who  was  organist  for 
more  than  fifty  years. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


window  in  the  back  of  the  sanctuary, 
a  picture  of  the  former  church 
building,  and  the  Centennial  Dates, 
August  24, 1902— August  24,  2002. 

The  service  began  with  the 
comment,  "Life  is  full  of  sweet 
surprises  in  the  Lord."  Our  choir,  led 
by  Charlie  Entzminger,  was  in  fine 
form  with  a  favorite  call  to  worship, 
"Let  All  the  People  Praise  Thee."  The 
people  prayed  the  Lord's  Prayer  for 
the  invocation.  Margaret  Waters 
Langley,  (member  since  06-04-39), 
welcomed  everyone  to  the  service. 
The  Rev.  Ron  Lappin,  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Pentecostal  Church 
which  now  occupies  the  building, 
extended  warm  greetings  and  invited 
the  congregation  to  remain  after  the 
service  and  walk  freely  through  the 
building. 

Pastor  Hobgood  recognized  family 
members  of  six  former  pastors  who 
were  in  attendance.  The  following 
pastors  were  represented:  the  Revs. 


Guests  arrive  for  the  3:00  service. 


The  King's  Road  Crusaders 
provided  special  music.  The  original 
Belfry  Quartet  was  made  up  of 
Gilbert  Windham,  Connie  Hines, 
Alton  Stocks  and  William  Lloyd  (now 
deceased).  The  Rev.  Bryant  Hines 
joined  the  others  in  singing  "Precious 
Memories"  acappella,  as  was  their 
traditional  style. 

The  Rev.  Joey  Williams,  our 
associate  pastor,  prayed  a  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  and  the  Children's 
Choir  led  by  Wendy  Dunbar  sang  a 
number  of  choruses. 

For  the  offertory,  Kathy  Norman 
played  the  hymn,  "The  Church's  One 
Foundation,"  and  Mike  Tyson, 
current  chairman  of  our  Church 
Board,  gave  a  prayer  of  offering  and 
thanksgiving. 

Gene  Adams  (member  since  10- 
10-51,  whose  parents,  Carl  and  Sara 
Adams,  were  faithful  members  and 
whose  father,  Carl,  was  a  deacon,  led 
a  responsive  reading  concerning 
Christ's  building  of  the  Church. 

The  choir  sang  "Gloryland 
Medley"  preparing  our  hearts  for 
Rev.  Hines'  message  entitled, 
"Reflections."  Rev.  Hines  was  reared 
in  our  church  and  went  on  to  become 
a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  and 
currently  serves  as  Planning/ 
Marketing  Director  for  Cragmont. 
The  Scripture  text  for  the  message 
was  Deuteronomy  32-34  regarding 
the  transfer  of  the  mantle  of  power 


from  Moses  to  Joshua  when  Moses 
reflected  on  all  that  God  had  done  for 
His  people  while  they  wandered  in 
the  desert.  For  Moses,  that  was  a  time 
of  precious  memories  and 
thanksgiving.  Bryant  shared  things 
he  remembered  as  a  child  growing  up 
in  the  church  with  his  young  friend, 
Jerry  Griffin,  who  would  become  his 
best  friend  in  life.  He  mentioned 
amusing  and  "quirky"  things  like 
timing  the  deacons  to  see  who  could 
pray  aloud  the  longest.  He  smiled  as 
he  recalled  the  day  his  mother  came 
down  from  the  choir  to  administer 
discipline  or  to  apply  the  hand  of 
knowledge  to  the  seat  of  his 
understanding.  Bryant  remembered 
some  of  his  former  Sunday  school 
teachers  including  Mrs.  Jesse  Boyd, 


Mrs.  Naomi  Buck,  and  Mrs.  Rose 
Harris.  He  remarked  that  through 
Scout  Troop  452,  led  by  Heber  Adams 
and  Abe  Lincoln,  at  the  age  of  twelve, 
he  received  his  God  and  Country 
Award  presented  by  the  the  Rev. 
Floyd  B.  Cherry.  At  Cragmont  in 
1964,  Bryant  decided  to  follow  Jesus. 
Alton  Stocks  and  Gene  Baker  allowed 
him  to  sit  between  them  in  the  choir 
as  his  voice  matured  from  youngster 
to  manhood.  Alton,  his  "second  dad," 
taught  him  to  read  the  tenor  line  and 
nourished  his  love  and  passion  for 
music.  Bryant  thanked  his  parents  for 
their  unwavering  rule,  "You  will  be 
in  church."  He  said  this  is  a  vision  of 
the  church  family  for  its  youth. 

Bryant  concluded  his  remarks  by 
saying,  "No  person  can  look  back  and 
reflect  on  precious  memories  without 
there  being  some  vision  of  those  who 
preceded  that  person.  Without 
people  willing  to  look  beyond 
themselves,  no  mirror  or  reflection 
can  be  built.  I  will  continue  to 
treasure  my  memories  I  have  now 
because  many  of  you  were  willing  to 
look  beyond  yourselves  and  saw  me 
and  my  sisters  who  are  here  today." 

"Some  of  you  have  had  the  joy  of 
marrying  in  this  church  and 
nurturing  your  children  here.  There 
are  many  of  my  peer  group  all  over 
the  place.  You  are  here  for  a  reason 
and  a  purpose  and  you  have  many 
memories  just  like  I  do.  You  always 
have  the  privilege  and  responsibility 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Quartet 
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to  continue  to  be  visionary.  Heed 
God's  call.  Have  a  servant's  heart." 

Our  pastor  gave  the  challenge  to 
the  congregation  followed  by  an 
Affirmation  of  Faith  reflecting  our 
Doctrine. 

The  service  was  closed  with  the 
hymn,  "We're  Marching  to  Zion." 
The  Rev.  J.  B.  Narron  gave  our 
benediction. 

After  the  service,  a  catered  dinner 
was  served  to  approximately  280 
attendees  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of 
the  present  facility  and  over-flowing 
into  our  multi-purpose  room.  Dr. 
Michael  Pelt  gave  our  blessing  and 
we  sang  the  fellowship  chorus, 
"Everyday  with  Jesus,"  a  favorite  of 
Steve  Walters,  our  Sunday  School 
superintendent  for  fifty  years  whom 
we  miss  so  much.  Many  spent  time 
browsing  through  the  twelve  board 
exhibits  prepared  and  displayed  by 
our  Centennial  2002  Committee. 
These  exhibits  focused  on  our 
Ministers,  Old  Facilities,  New 
Facilities,  Music  Program,  Youth 
Ministry,  Service  Opportunities, 
Important  Events,  Church 
Publications,  Denominational 
Support  and  Christian  Education. 
Memorabilia  including  Donnie 
Brown's  youth  choir  robe  from  the 


early  fifties  (on  loan  from  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Virginia  Brown)  was  displayed 
along  with  wedding  albums,  old 
songbooks,  copies  of  deeds,  and 
photographs. 

At  the  close  of  the  dinner,  someone 
commented  on  what  a  wonderful  day 
it  had  been  in  the  Lord.  O  Glorious 
Day!  Ephesians  3:20-21  immediately 
came  to  mind,  "To  Him  who  is  able 
to  do  exceedingly  abundantly  above 
all  that  we  ask  of  think  according  to 
the  power  that  works  in  us.  To  Him 
be  the  glory  in  the  church  by  Christ 


Jesus  to  all  generations,  forever  and 
ever.  Amen.  (Taken  from  the  Wesley 
Bible,  New  King  James  Version.) 

(This  article  is  lovingly  dedicated 
to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Arelene 
Lincoln,  who  departed  this  life  on 
March  17, 2002.  She  touched  the  lives 
of  all  who  knew  her  with  her 
Christian  witness  and  faithfulness. 
Our  church  family  is  deeply 
saddened  by  the  loss  of  one  so  dear 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
another  glorious  day  when  we  shall 
meet  her  again  in  heaven.)'? 


The  Sunday  School— An  Agency  for  Christian  Education 


W.  Burkette  Raper,  President  Emeritus,  Mount  Olive  College 
(Keynote  address,  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School  Institute,  March  2,  2002) 


We  are  in  danger  of  becoming  a  society  that  is  Biblically  illiterate. 

When  I  was  teaching  Bible  at  Mount  Olive  College  during  the 
1950s  and  1960s,  I  could  depend  upon  freshmen  knowing  the  basic 
structure  of  the  Bible — that  the  Bible  was  in  two  parts:  the  Old 
Testament,  which  represented  the  era  before  Christ,  and  the  New 
Testament,  which  included  the  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus  and  the 
beginning  of  the  Church.  I  could  also  assume  that  the  students  would 
know  the  difference  between  the  prophets  and  the  apostles. 
Unfortunately,  I  fear  that  the  present-day  teacher  cannot  safely  make 
these  assumptions. 

Many  students  today,  even  at  the  college  level,  are  basically  Biblical 
illiterate.  They  have  only  a  superficial  knowledge  of  the  most 
important  book  in  the  history  of  the  human  race.  For  a  large  number 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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number  of  people  in  our  growing 
secular  culture,  God  is  more  of  a 
word  in  their  vocabulary  than  a  living 
reality  in  the  world  of  their  thought, 
and  that  is  because  the  Bible  is  not  an 
integral  part  of  their  lives. 


How  Important  Is  the  Bible? 

The  Bible  is  the  bedrock  of  the 
Christian  Faith,  for  without  it,  the 
church  as  we  know  it,  would  soon 
cease  to  be.  The  Bible  is  not  only  the 
bedrock  of  the  Christian  faith;  it  is 
also  the  bedrock  of  the  Christian  life. 

Let  me  share  with  you  a  personal 
perspective.  One  of  the  most  valuable 
practices  I  carried  with  me  from  my 
eight  years  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  was  to  read  the 
Bible  daily.  We  were  also  encouraged 
to  memorize  key  verses.  I  still  remem- 
ber one  of  the  exercises  in  evening 
devotions  when  each  child  was  ex- 
pected to  quote  a  Bible  verse.  The 
idea  was  that  we  would  memorize  a 
new  verse  each  day,  and  through  the 
years  since  then  I  have  often  experi- 
enced the  value  of  being  able  to  pri- 
vately call  to  mind  memorized 
verses.  I  also  remember  the  recogni- 
tion that  was  given  to  children  when 
they  could  recite  the  books  of  the 
Bible  in  order. 


The  Bible  is  not  only 
the  bedrock  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith;  it  is  also  the 
bedrock  of  the  Christian 
life. 

By  being  taught  to  read  the  Bible 
as  a  part  of  my  daily  life,  I  learned 
from  the  Bible  not  only  when  I  was 


in  a  group  setting,  such  as  Sunday 
school  or  church,  but  from  a  more 
extensive  personal  reading.  In  a  pub- 
lic setting,  it  would  be  feasible  to 
cover  only  a  few  verses,  but  in  a  pri- 
vate reading  several  chapters  or  even 
a  book  can  be  read. 

When  in  high  school,  I  had  the 
mumps  and  was  in  bed  for  two 
weeks,  and  for  the  first  time  I  read 
one  of  the  Gospels  all  the  way 
through.  I  remember  as  I  read  about 
the  trial  of  Jesus,  it  appeared  at  one 
point  that  Pilate  might  release  him.  I 
thought  that  maybe  what  I  had  heard 
the  preachers  say  about  His  Crucifix- 
ion might  have  been  like  a  bad 
dream — you  wake  up  and  are  re- 
lieved that  what  you  dreamed  did  not 
happen.  But  as  I  read  on,  I  learned 
the  whole  story — the  truth  for  myself. 

Our  children  should  be 
taught  the  Bible  in  their 
early  years.  The  Bible 
should  be  a  integral  part 
of  daily  family  life. 


Perhaps  nothing  in  my  life  has  in- 
fluenced me  more  than  my  personal 
reading  of  the  Bible.  It  has  given  me 
principles  and  standards  by  which  to 
live;  it  has  given  me  guidance  in  times 
of  major  decisions;  and  it  has  given 
me  strength  in  times  of  overwhelm- 
ing problems.  My  life  and  my  work 
would  have  been  totally  different 
without  the  strength  and  guidance  I 
have  received  from  reading  the  Bible, 
and  I  owe  the  beginning  of  this  prac- 
tice to  my  boyhood  days  at  the 
Children's  Home.  The  first  book  I 
ever  bought  was  the  Bible — more 
than  sixty  years  ago. 

If  the  Bible  Is  Truly  Important, 
Who  Is  Going  to  Teach  it? 
I.  The  Home  is  the  First  Place. 

For  the  first  eight  years  of  my  life  I 
had  the  nurture  of  Christian  parents 
who  practiced  family  love  at  home 
and  who  took  me  to  church.  Follow- 
ing the  death  of  my  father,  I  had  the 


experience  of  spending  the  next  eight 
years  of  my  life  at  the  Children's 
Home  where  we  were  not  only  taught 
the  Bible,  but  also  encouraged  to  read 
it  for  ourselves. 


Unfortunately,  an  increasing  num- 
ber of  children  in  our  time  do  not 
have  the  advantage  of  being  taught 
the  Bible  during  their  early  years.  In 
my  opinion,  one  of  the  greatest  trag- 
edies of  the  Twentieth  Century  was 
the  breakdown  in  the  home.  During 
my  years  at  the  Children's  Home 
(1936-1944),  almost  all  of  the  children 
were  there  because  of  the  death  of 
their  father  or  mother.  It  was  rare  that 
a  child  with  two  living  parents  was 
in  the  Home.  Today,  the  reverse  is 
true.  The  major  problem  many  chil- 
dren now  face  is  not  that  they  do  not 
have  living  parents,  but  that  they  are 
abandoned,  abused  or  neglected. 
Some  of  these  children  have  greater 
needs  than  those  who  have  no  living 
parents. 

Consider  children  who  come  from 
broken  homes  where  they  are  not 
wanted — who  is  going  to  teach  them 
the  Bible?  Also,  consider  children 
who  come  from  homes  where  both 
parents  are  living,  but  where  the  Bible 
is  not  an  integral  part  of  family  life — 
who  is  going  to  teach  the  Bible  to 
these  children? 

There  was  a  time  when  children 
would  at  least  be  introduced  to  the 
Bible  in  the  public  schools,  even  if 
they  were  not  at  home.  When  I  was 
in  school,  the  Bible  was  a  part  of  our 
education.  It  was  often  read  at  the 
beginning  of  our  first  class  and  at 
chapel  periods.  Today,  the  courts 
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have  ruled  that  the  U.  S.  Constitution 
forbids  the  teaching  of  religion  in 
government-sponsored  schools.  I  re- 
member one  case  where  the  court 
declared  it  a  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution for  a  high  school  guidance 
counselor  to  even  have  a  Bible  in  his 
or  her  office.  It  is  for  these  reasons 
that  we  have  had  a  rapid  growth  in 
the  number  of  church-sponsored 
schools  where  the  Bible  can  be  taught. 

Because  Mount  Olive  College  be- 
lieves that  no  education  is  complete 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible, 
required  courses  in  Biblical  studies 
have  been  a  part  of  the  curriculum 
from  the  beginning. 

II.  The  Sunday  School 

In  our  contemporary  society  I  be- 
lieve the  Sunday  school  has  become 


Cragmont 


Since  its  founding  in  1945, 
Cragmont  Assembly  has  been  a  place 
for  young  people;  a  place  where  our 
youth  learn  of  the  Gospel;  a  summer 
camping  experience  filled  with  in- 
struction, recreation,  fellowship,  mu- 
sic and  worship;  a  place  where  lives 
are  changed  and  commitments  are 
made. 

Last  summer  over  986  young 
people  ascended  this  beautiful  moun- 
tain from  67  of  our  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  churches.  They  participated 
in  seven  different  weeks  of  camp 
throughout  the  summer.  During 
these  camping  weeks,  45  of  these 
young  people  made  first  time  deci- 
sions for  Jesus  Christ.  Over  130  of 
these  young  people  also  made  impor- 
tant rededications  of  their  young 
Christian  lives.  What  a  difference  a 


our  most  effective  agency  for  teach- 
ing the  Bible.  Unless  they  are  reached 
through  the  Sunday  school,  many 
children  may  never  be  effectively  in- 
troduced to  the  Bible  at  all. 

Consider  the  tragic  loss  in  the  life 
of  a  person  who  does  not  know  the 
message  of  the  Bible:  they  do  not 
know  God's  plan  and  purpose  for 
human  life;  they  do  not  know  the 
story  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  greatest  per- 
son ever  to  live  on  earth;  they  do  not 
know  the  spiritual  strength  that 
comes  from  reading  the  Scriptures; 
and  they  do  not  know  the  love  and 
power  of  God  that  is  available  for 
their  daily  lives. 

In  my  opinion,  Sunday  school 
teachers  have  the  potential  to  be  the 
most  influential  resource  people  in 
our  churches.  In  many  cases,  they  are 


week  of  camp  can  make  in  the  life  of 
a  young  person! 

Some  weeks  of  the  2002  camping 
season  are  already  filled  but  openings 
are  still  available  in  others.  Don't 


in  a  position  to  reach  children  who 
otherwise  might  never  have  a  close 
relationship  with  the  pastor  or  other 
officers  of  the  church.  Teaching  the 
Bible  to  children  is  not  easy — in  many 
ways  it  is  more  difficult  than  teach- 
ing it  to  adults.  For  this  reason,  one 
of  the  best  investments  a  church  can 
make  is  to  equip  its  Sunday  school 
teachers  to  be  as  effective  as  possible. 
They  deserve  to  be  strengthened,  en- 
couraged and  empowered  to  do  their 
best.  Their  primary  mission  is  to 
teach  the  Bible — not  to  just  hold  class. 

The  Sunday  school  represents  the 
only  means  by  which  many  children 
will  ever  be  taught  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  In  a  troubled  world  and 
during  dark  times,  the  Bible  can  be 
the  lamp  that  guides  us  through  the 
darkness,  ft 


wait!  Get  on  board  and  experience  a 
week  that  will  change  your  life!  Call 
one  of  the  directors  below  for  more 
information. 


*Cragmont  Youth  Conference — Bryant  Hines,  252-633-2683 
Christian  Cadet  Conference— Wes  Boyd,  919-736-9436 
Youth  Frontier  Conference  (YFA) — Janie  Sowers,  252-235-2408 
Youth  Frontier  Conference  (AFC)— Frankie  Baggett,  252-746-7850 
^General  Youth  Conference  I — Bryant  Hines,  252-633-2683 
^General  Youth  Conference  II— Chris  Singleton,  910-298-3520 
Young  People's  Bible  Conference— James  Gurganus,  252-223-5251 

*Denotes  weeks  of  camp  that 
are  already  full  for  2002. 


DENOMINATIONAL  MINISTRIES 


Teffowsfivp,  Inspiration,  TfiscvpCesfivp 
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Cragmont 


Syeciai  Offerings 

Throughout  the  year  (non-camping  season)  Cragmont 
offers  "Senior  Weekday  Specials"  for  both  individuals  and 
groups.  Come  and  stay  with  us  on  the  mountain  Mon- 
day-Thursday and  stay  three  nights  for  the  price  of  two. 
Plan  your  own  activities  or  we  will  gladly  help  you  enjoy 
the  beauty  of  the  North  Carolina  mountains. 

October  is  a  special  time  of  the  year  as  we  enjoy  the 
beauty  and  splendor  of  the  mountains.  Our  Fall  Festival 
of  Gospel  Music  affords  both  the  beauty  of  fall  color  and 
great  Southern  Gospel  music  at  Dollywood.  Participants 
arrive  by  motor  coach  on  Sunday,  enjoy  two  days  at 
Dollywood,  and  return  by  coach  on  Wednesday.  2002  Fall 
Festivals  are  planned  for  October  13-16  and  20-23. 

Cragmont  Club  members  enjoy  the  privilege  of  Octo- 
ber beauty  on  weekends  just  for  them.  Club  weekends 
2002  are  October  17-20  and  24-27.  Cragmont  Club  Week- 
day is  October  28-30. 

Christmas  is  a  wonderful  time  of  beauty  and  lights  at 
Cragmont.  Christmas  weekend  is  December  5-8  and 
Christmas  weekday  is  December  9-12. 

Contact  Bryant  Hines,  252-633-7171 
for  more  information  on" Special  Offerings"  at  Cragmont. 


Check  Oat 
Our 

>pecfoi  Offerings 


Summer 
Camping 
'Ana'More 


In  addition  to  summer  camps  for 
our  youth,  Cragmont  provides  sum- 
mer opportunities  for  our  Woman's 
Auxiliaries  in  June  and  August,  and  ^ 
our  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  As- 
sociation in  May.  Both  of  these  or- 
ganizations enjoy  meaningful  times  of  fellowship  and 
worship. 

As  summer  draws  to  a  close,  Cragmont  begins  its  week- 
end retreat  season  for  churches  and  groups.  Throughout 
the  fall,  winter  and  spring,  church  groups  wait  in  line  for 
weekend  opportunities  of  fellowship,  recreation,  and  re- 
laxation. 

A  weekend  retreat  can  be  a  relaxed  time,  savoring  the 
beauty  of  the  "front  porch  view"  while  rocking  the  day 
away  on  the  porch  and  enjoying  the  warmth  and  atmo- 
sphere of  the  crackling  fire  that  warms  the  chapel.  Or  your 
weekend  can  be  as  exciting  as  white-water  rafting,  horse- 
back and  wagon  trail  riding,  snow  skiing,  and  great  fam- 
ily shows  and  entertainment  just  over  the  border  in  Ten- 
nessee. Golfing  is  great  in  the  mountains  during  the  fall 
and  spring  seasons  and  the  Great  Smokey  Mountain  Rail- 
way is  less  than  an  hour  away. 

Weekend  retreats  are  as  relaxed  or  as  exciting  as  any 
church  or  youth  group  chooses — and  we're  happy  to  help 
you  plan  a  great  weekend  here  at  Cragmont; 

To  schedule  and  reserve  your  weekend  call  Bryant 
Hines,  Planning  and  Marketing  Director,  252-637-7171. 


*hfew  Q-feigfits  Tram  View  to  Vision 

New  Heights  is  a  five-year  capital  campaign  designed  to  meet  the  current  and  future  needs  of  this  growing 
ministry.  The  cost  of  the  new  and  improved  facilities  is  projected  to  be  5  million  dollars. 

Cragmont  seeks  to  achieve  this  goal  through  two  major  sources:  annual  walk-a-thons  involving  our  youth, 
and  our  five-year  faith  pledge  program. 


Our  Goal:  To  Shape  Cragmont's  Future,  Stone  by  Stone 

An  investment  in  Cragmont  goes  beyond  new  buildings  and  improved  facilities.  It's  an  investment  in  our 
denomination  and  its  ministry.  It's  an  investment  in  the  lives  of  the  youth  that  come  to  camp  each  year  and  in 
the  lives  of  those  who  attend  the  conferences,  seminars,  and  retreats  that  are  held  there.  And,  maybe  most 
important,  it's  a  gift  that  will  continue  to  change  lives  for  generations  to  come. 
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Cragmont  I^FsT^l 


Children's  ISfil 


Trom  View  to  Vision 

In  response  to  the  continued  increase  in  demand  for 
summer  camping  space  weekend  retreat  availabilities, 
Cragmont  has  entered  into  its  New  Heights  campaign. 
Designed  to  carry  the  ministry  of  Cragmont  onward  and 
upward.  New  Heights  is  a  series  of  additions  to  the  cam- 
pus that  include: 

•  Cottages  to  house  more  campers  and  increase  class- 
room space. 

•  A  courtyard  for  a  central  point  of  fellowship. 

•  Covered  walkways 

•  A  new  worship  center 

•  New  recreational  facilities 

•  An  expanded  dining  hall 

•  An  all  new  Cragmont  store. 

All  new  facilities  will  have  special  features  to  meet  the 
needs  of  people  with  disabilities. 

New  Heights  will  double  Cragmont's  bed  space  for 
summer  camping  and  more  than  double  weekend  retreat 
availabilities  for  our  churches. 

And  every  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  has  the  opportu- 
nity to  be  a  part  of  making  this  vision  become  a  reality. 

I  My  one-time  gift  of  $  is  enclosed.  1/ we  have  decided  I 

|  to  give,  or  pledge,  at  the  following  level  of  commitment: 

SETTERS  OF  STONE:  j 

A  total  gift  of  $10,000  during  the  five-year  campaign. 

POLISHERS  OF  STONE:  j 

A  total  gift  of  $5,000  during  the  five-year  campaign.  j 

|  ENGRAVERS  OF  STONE:  | 

A  total  gift  of  $2,500  during  the  five-year  campaign.  j 

I  CUTTERS  OF  STONE:  I 

A  total  gift  of  $1,000  during  the  five-year  campaign  I 

 My  gift  of  $  is  enclosed.  f 

•   My  gift  of  $  per  year  for  five  years  will 

.  be  made  in  the  following  manner:  ! 

 Monthly   Quarterly   Semi-annually   Annually  t 

I   Please  return  to:  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  | 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711;  telephone:  828-669-7677  j 

I  I 
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2002  Graduates 


Congratulations  to  our  2002  High  School  graduates 
at  the  Children's  Home.  Graduating  from  Southern 
Nash  Senior  High  School,  our  seniors  are  making 
plans  for  their  future.  We  are  very  proud  of  them  and 
their  accomplishments. 

Faith  Newsome  plans  to  work  this  summer  and  at- 
tend Appalachian  State  University,  Boone,  NC,  in  the 
fall. 

Makeisha  Williams  plans  to  work  this  summer  and 
attend  East  Carolina  University,  Greenville,  NC,  in  the 
fall. 


Change  for  Children  2002 


THANK  YOU 

We  begin  our  sixth  year  of  the  "Change  for  Chil- 
dren" campaign  with  the  anticipation  of  succeeding. 
Our  previous  five  years  have  been  a  huge  success, 
thanks  to  you  and  many  Free  Will  Baptists  who  saved 
their  change  for  the  children.  Again,  we  are  humbled 
this  year  as  we  give  sincere  appreciation  to  our  dedi- 
cated churches  who  labored  to  help  us.  The  "Change 
For  Children"  campaign  has  increased  awareness  of 
our  child-care  ministry  and  generated  financial  sup- 
port for  crucial  months  during  the  summer.  Your  sup- 
port gives  us  encouragement  to  continue  to  provide 
vital  services  to  children  and  families  in  crises. 

Please  keep  our  ministry  in  your  prayers  as  we  con- 
tinue to  serve  more  children  and  families.  The  sup- 
port you  give  us  makes  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
children.  Thank  you! 


Summer  Program 


Foreign  IfflffSoBBl 


The  Children's  Home  campus 
summer  recreation  program  begins 
on  May  27,  and  ends  August  9.  Tanya 
Ezzell,  part-time  recreation  assistant, 
will  be  coordinating  the  summer  pro- 
gram. Tanya  is  a  junior  at  Appala- 
chian State  University.  She  is  an  ex- 
cellent role  model  for  our  residents 
and  encourages  them  to  participate 
in  the  activities.  Activities  planned 
include:  swimming,  volleyball,  bas- 
ketball, movies,  crafts,  library  trips, 
baking  contest,  and  bowling.  This 
should  be  a  memorable  and  busy 
summer  for  our  residents. 


cA^umni  homecoming 
2002 
JUj  7,  2002 
ttiG  campus  o^ 
9*ee  CWM  baptist 
CfuMien's  home 


OBEYING  GOD'S  COMMAND 

by  Ptr.  Arman  R.  Manzano 


The  Canigaran  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Central  District  is  trying  her  best 
to  fulfill  the  Great  Commandment  of  God.  Last  November  2,  2001,  was  a  re- 
markable day  for  us,  especially  to  six  young  people  who  fully  gave  their  lives 
to  God  after  a  series  of  Bible  studies.  These  voung  boys  and  girls  committed 
to  follow  Jesus,  and  this  day  they  were  baptized  bv  immersion  through  his 
servant  as  He  said,  "Go  and  preach  the  Gospel  and  baptize  them." 

We  spent  the  whole  day  in  recreation  and  fellowship  together  with  the  young 
people  of  the  Puerto  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  headed  by  Sister  Vivian  Adia. 
These  youth  are  now  active  in  the  church  as  they  gradually  grow  spirituallv 

Glory  to  God  of  the  harvest!  We  are  hoping  for  additional  souls  to  be  added 
to  serve  and  worship  Him. 


A  NOTE  OF  THANKS  FROM  THE 
FOREIGN  MISSIONS  DIRECTOR 


Thank  you  for  praying  for 
the  Short-Term  Team  to  the 
Philippines,  April  13-29.  This 
was  one  of  the  best  trips  we 
have  ever  made  to  the  Phil- 
ippines. We  knew  the  very 
peace  of  God  in  the  midst  of 
a  troubled  world.  Prayer 
makes  a  difjerencel 
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Central  "District  Conference 


by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 


Workers  and  delegates  going  to  Central  District  Conference  at 
Grace  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Gawid,  San  Vicente,  Palawan, 
taken  at  Sabang  port,  while  waiting  for  the  pumpboat,  "Good 
News. " 


The  Fifth  Annual  Central  District  Conference  of  Palawan, 
was  held  at  Grace  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Gawid,  Bgy. 
Caruray,  San  Vincente,  Palawan.  This  church  was  the  host  of 
the  Conference  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Bernardo 
Borja,  pastor. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  was  "Believe  What  You 
Desire,"  taken  from  Mark  9:23.  Elections  were  held  during 
the  conference.  The  new  officers  are:  Chairman,  Pastor  Arnel 
Cuba;  Vice-Chairman,  Brother  Nemito  Dancil;  Secretary, 
Rosana  Briones;  Treasurer,  Vivian  Adia;  Auditor,  Pastor 
Dominador  Belitario  Jr.;  CRO,  Anthony  Cajandoc  Jr.,  and 
Pastor  Jethro  Gamozo. 

Praise  God  for  the  newly-elected  officers  who  have 
committed  themselves  to  be  leaders.  We  pray  they  will  lead 
the  members  in  the  right  way  of  living  and  will  be  examples 
in  every  local  church  under  the  Central  District. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  Conference,  we  had  a  baptism 
service.  The  service  was  conducted  on  the  other  side  of 
Gawid.  All  workers,  delegates,  and  members  of  the  church 
supported  the  service.  Five  persons  were  baptized.  Acts  2:41 
says:  "...they  that  gladly  received  his  word  were  baptized: 
and... three  thousand  souls..."  were  added  to  their  number 
that  day.  I  believe  these  five  people  were  God's  addition  to 
the  church.  This  is  the  fruit  of  the  hard  work  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Bern  Borja. 


There  was  a 
short  devotion 
and  reminder 
challenge  for 
those  who 
were  candi- 
dates of 
baptism,  led 
by  Pastor 
Orlando 
Garcia. 


Pastor  Armando  Manzano  baptizing  the  candidates  for  bapth 


Targoviste,  "Eufjarm 

by  Kosta  Ivanov 

Peace  and  blessings  be  over  all  our  brothers  and  sis- 
ters with  whom  we  work  together  on  God's  field. 

We  praise  the  Lord  and 
give  Him  thanks  for  all 
the  financial  and  spiri- 
tual support  that  comes 
from  you.  We  are  very 
happy  with  our  prayer 
home  and  meeting  room 
in  Targoviste.  The  space 
that  is  available  now 
gives  us  the  possibility  to 
worship  all  together  in 
one  group  and  we  are 
able  to  receive  many 
more  people.  Men  and 
women,  even  unbeliev- 
ing people,  helped  to 


Targoviste — from  bar  to 
meeting  place 


build  every  day;  without  complaining  they  made  many 
workdays  of  twelve  hours.  Everybody  who  worked  in 
the  building  was  very  happy  and  received  joy  from  the 
Lord.  In  the  quartal  (quarter)  where  we  work,  there  is 
often  no  electricity  and  water,  because  the  people  can- 
not afford  to  pay  for  it.  When  their  homes  are  dark,  we 
have  electricity  in  our  hall  and  the  people  appreciate  ev- 
erything we  have  done  for  them.  After  the  hall  was  ready, 
more  people  begin  to  join  us  and  attend  the  meetings 
regularly.  The  group  of  seven  adults  has  grown  to  35 
men  and  women. 

We  realize  that  without  your  prayers  and  financial  sup- 
port we  would  not  be  able  to  reach  these  people,  chil- 
dren, youth,  and  adults  in  Targoviste  weekly.  We  thank 
the  Lord  who  brought  us  together  and  that  we  are  able 
to  reach  many  more  people  now. 

We  are  very  thankful  for  the  visit  of  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones.  All  of  us  enjoyed  his  visit  and  the  encouraging 
words  he  spoke.  He  made  our  people  feel  that  there  are 
believers  in  another  part  of  the  world  who  love  them.  In 
hard  times  and  situations  of  opposition  it  is  strengthen- 
ing that  we  have  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Lord,  whose 
concern  for  us  counts  as  a  unique  unity  in  the  Lord, 
though  they  are  far  away  from  us. 
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Mount  Olive  tTOna'tip 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  OFFERS 

Special  Topics  Seminar  Summer  Session  II 
REL  480  Understanding  Dying  and  Death 

Three  credit  hours 
Course  length:  July  9-August  13,  2002 
Tuesdays:  6:00  pm-10:00  pm 
Instructor:  Rev.  Greg  Day 


Course  Description 

This  course  will  examine  personal  and  cultural  understanding 
of  death,  grief,  and  loss.  We  will  seek  the  theological  and  Scriptural 
understandings  of  dying  and  death,  the  role  of  empathy,  rituals 
and  funerals.  Societal  and  congregational  care  will  inform  our 
discussion.  The  many  faces  of  grief  will  appear  before  us  as  we 
attempt  to  peer  into  the  changing  patterns  of  "normal"  and 
"abnormal"  responses  to  loss.  The  course  will  give  to  student 
and  instructor  a  more  comprehensive  understanding  of  one's  own 
feelings  about  death  and  dying,  a  richer  appreciation  of  the 
church's  ministry  of  personal  and  pastoral  care  in  times  of  loss, 
and  greater  familiarity  with  the  resources  that  are  available  to 
individuals  who  are  interested  in  the  study  of  dying  and  death. 

The  course  will  be  conducted  as  a  seminar,  emphasizing 
discussion  and  shared  leadership  among  students  and  the 
teacher. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Dr.  K.  David  Hines  or  Dr.  Tyanna  Day. 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

634  Henderson  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
91 9-658-2502     1 -800-653-0854 


SUMMER  SCHOOL 

If  you,  or  someone  you  know, 
wants  to  get  ahead,  catch  up,  or  just 
take  a  course  to  see  how  you  like  col- 
lege, Mount  Olive  College  has  a  place 
for  you.  Summer  school  session  A, 
scheduled  Monday  through  Friday 
from  May  20  to  June  2,  still  has  open- 
ings for  new,  continuing,  and  visit- 
ing students.  Session  B,  scheduled  for 
June  24  to  July  29,  also  has  openings. 
Now  enrolling  for  Sessions  A  and  B. 
Call  1-800-653-0854  or  send  e-mail 
to  admisisons@moc.edu.  Schedules, 
including  online  options,  are  avail- 
able at  www.moc.edu. 

OPENINGS  FOR 
FALL  SEMESTER 

New  freshmen  will  begin  the  fall 
2002  semester  on  Sunday,  August  18, 
with  orientation.  Freshmen  residents 
can  move  into  their  dorm  rooms  on 
Sunday  which  is  the  kick-off  to  a 
three-day  new  freshman  adventure 
program. 

Orientation  for  new  transfer  stu- 
dents will  be  Tuesday,  August  20. 
Residence  halls  open  for  continuing 
and  new  transfer  students  on  Tues- 
day. Registration  verification  for  all 
students  will  be  held  on  Tuesday 
Classes  will  begin  on  Wednesday, 
August  21. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending 
Mount  Olive  College  or  know  of 
someone  who  is,  please  contact  our 
admissions  office  at  1-800-653-0854. 

PROGRAMS  FOR 
ADULT  LEARNERS 

A  Modular  Religion  Major  (MRM) 
program  is  tentatively  scheduled  to 
begin  during  the  second  week  in 
October,  2002.  Interested  prospective 
students  should  contact  Matt  Green, 
director  of  Evening  College 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Admissions,  at  mgreen@moc.edu  or 
by  calling  1-800-653-0854.  The  start 
date  for  the  MRM  program  in  New 
Bern  is  April  14, 2003,  contact  Dr.  Joe 
Klotz  at  jklotz@moc.edu  or  by  calling 
1-800-868-8479. 


Working  adults,  21  years  of  age  or 
older,  who  have  little  or  no  college 
experience,  can  start  what  they  can 
finish  at  Mount  Olive  College  with 
the  Heritage  program.  The  following 


is  a  list  of  start  dates  and  locations: 
Wilmington— April  23,  2002;  New 
Bern,  June  11,  2002;  Mount  Olive- 
September  10;  RTP — September  26, 
2002. 


THE  MAKINGS  OF  A  SERVANT 


by  Erin  Pritchard,  Student  Intern 

The  heart  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  church  beats  in  Ahoskie,  NC. 
There,  the  goal  of  a  single  woman's  life 
is  to  love  the  Lord  and  share  His  love 
with  others.  From  the  compassion  she 
demonstrated  when  she  was  a  student 
at  Mount  Olive  College  to  the  youth 
whose  lives  she  has  impacted  over  the 
years,  Becky  Jo  Sumner  has  built  a 
reputation  of  commitment,  service,  and 
leadership  within  the  denomination 
and  the  community. 

Undoubtedly,  Becky  Jo  Sumner  is  a 
servant  today  because  of  the  influence 
of  her  parents.  "Both  of  my  parents 
were  stewards  of  their  gifts.  No  job  was 
too  hard  and  no  labor  was  too  long," 
she  says.  Her  father,  a  carpenter,  be- 
lieved that  the  community  should  be 
kept  looking  its  best.  "Take  care  of 
what  you  got,'  he  always  told  me." 

She  also  speaks  highly  of  her 
mother's  compassion  for  comforting 
the  bedridden  and  her  desire  for  young 
people  to  learn  the  Bible.  "My  mother 
is  famous  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  for  her  cooking,  especially  her 
chocolate  cake,"  Sumner  adds. 

Much  like  her  parents,  Becky  Jo 
Sumner  is  now  influencing  the  lives  of 
others.  "The  impact  she  has  made  on 
the  lives  of  her  youth  is  unbelievable. 
Many  are  who  they  are  today  because 
of  her,"  Mrs.  Dianne  Riley,  a  friend  and 
director  of  alumni  relations  at  Mount 
Olive  College  states. 

Riley  and  Sumner's  friendship  dates 
back  to  when  they  attended  Mount 
Olive  College  together.  Jean  Ackiss, 
director  of  church  support,  remembers 
when  Becky  Jo  was  a  student.  "She  was 
a  rather  shy  person  when  she  came  to 
the  College,"  Ackiss  discloses.  She 
graduated  in  1968  with  an  associate  of 
science  degree  and  self-confidence. 


Local  woman  establishes  Endowment  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  Dianne  Riley,  direc- 
tor of  alumni  relations  at  MOC  (left)  pre- 
sents The  McCoy  "Coy"  and  Faye  Gallop 
Sumner  endowment  Certificate  to  Faye 
Sumner  (center)  and  Becky  Jo  Sumner 
(right). 

"My  mother  tells  others  when  she  sent 
me  to  Mount  Olive  College  I  wouldn't 
talk  at  all,  and  since  I've  returned  I 
haven't  stopped  talking,"  she  laughs. 

Now  she  is  passing  the  self-confi- 
dence she  gained  while  attending 
Mount  Olive  College  to  the  youth  of 
North  Carolina.  She  has  served  as  a 
youth  leader  of  Hickory  Chapel  Free 
Will  Baptist  in  Ahoskie  for  many  years. 
She  also  brought  the  annual  Free  Will 
Baptist  Youth  Convention  to  the  Col- 
lege and  turned  it  into  a  weekend  event 
in  1984,  when  she  served  as  chairman 
of  the  Convention. 

Sumner  donates  her  time  and  energy 
to  the  denomination.  She  is  president 
of  the  Albemarle  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
has  been  recognized  by  the  NC 
Women's  Auxiliary  and  received  the 
"Life  Membership  Award"  in  1994.  She 
has  held  local,  district  and  state  level 
offices  and  works  at  Cragmont  Assem- 
bly every  summer  as  a  volunteer. 

"Becky  Jo  Sumner  is  an  active,  ener- 
getic and  godly  woman,"  Ackiss  states. 


"She  has  a  servant's  heart  and  a  strong 
commitment  to  the  local  church." 

"Humble,"  is  another  word  fre- 
quently used  to  describe  Becky  Jo 
Sumner.  "What  God  wants  for  me  has 
always  revolved  around  the  church," 
she  states,  "The  work  I  do  for  the  de- 
nomination is  not  drudgery,  it  is  a  plea- 
sure. The  payment  is  priceless." 

Her  association  with  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  dates  back  to  her  great- 
grandmother,  who  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Hickory  Chapel  Church.  "I  am 
born  and  bred  Free  Will  Baptist,"  she 
says  with  pride.  A  youthful  twinkle 
was  in  her  eyes  as  she  spoke  of  the 
things  that  were  dear  to  her:  the  Lord, 
her  parents,  the  youth  she  has  worked 
with,  and  Mount  Olive  College. 

Becky  Jo  is  active  in  the  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  Alumni  Association.  She 
served  two  terms  as  secretary  from 
1999  until  2001  and  now  serves  on  the 
alumni  weekend  and  reunions  commit- 
tee. 

Recently,  Sumner  established  an  en- 
dowed fund  at  the  College  in  honor  of 
her  mother  and  in  memory  of  her  fa- 
ther. "The  McCoy  'Coy'  and  Faye  Gal- 
lop Sumner  Endowed  Fund"  will  con- 
tinue her  father's  legacy  by  allowing 
the  maintenance  department  to  take  on 
projects  that  will  keep  Mount  Olive 
College  looking  beautiful. 

"The  College  is  special  to  me,"  she 
says,  "It  has  given  me  so  much,  I 
wanted  to  give  back." 

Becky  Jo  Sumner's  enthusiasm  for 
the  Lord  radiates  through  her  words 
and  actions.  The  denomination  has 
molded  and  directed  her  life  and  she 
will  continue  to  serve  in  any  way  she 
can. 

'"What  can  I  do  for  Christ?'  That  is  a 
question  I  am  continually  asking  my- 
self," she  says,  "What  can  I  do  for 
Christ?" 
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Mount  Olive — 
A  Good  Choice 
for  Brad  Piner 


If  Brad 
Piner  could 
invite  any 
three  people 
to  dinner,  he 
would 
extend  an  in- 
vitation to 
the  Three 
Stooges. 
Why?  "For  a 
good  laugh, 
and  some  ex- 
citement  at 
dinner,"  he 
states. 

The  Vanceboro  resident  deserves  a 
night  of  laughter  and  excitement;  his 
first  four  years  of  college  are  now 
behind  him.  In  May,  Piner  earned  his 
bachelor  of  science  degree  in  account- 
ing from  Mount  Olive  College. 

Instead  of  directly  entering  the 
work  force,  Piner  has  decided  to  con- 
tinue his  education  on  a  full-tuition 
scholarship  at  the  School  of  Law  at 
Wake  Forest  University.  He  plans  to 
pursue  a  degree  in  tax  law  or  corpo- 
rate law. 

Brad  has  made  many  memories 
during  the  past  four  years.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mount  Olive  College  Con- 
cert Choir  he  was  able  to  perform  at 
the  National  Cathedral  in  Washing- 
ton, DC.  He  also  placed  first  in  dif- 
ferent categories  at  two  consecutive 
Phi  Beta  Lambda  State  Competitions. 
However,  he  says  that  the  most  im- 
portant thing  that  happened  to  him 
while  he  was  at  Mount  Olive  College 
was  meeting  his  fiancee,  Carrie  Rose 
of  Durham. 

Brad  chose  to  attend  Mount  Olive 
College  not  only  because  of  the  small 
class  sizes  and  the  individual  atten- 
tion that  is  given  to  each  student,  but 
also  because  he  was  familiar  with  the 
College  long  before  he  graduated 
high  school. 


Founder's  Leadership  Award 
Given  in  Honor  of  Glenns 

The  Founders  Leader- 
ship Award  is  a  scholar- 
ship sponsored  by  Dr.  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  presi- 
dent of  Mount  Olive 
College  1954-1995,  and 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Rose  M. 
Raper.  The  award  is 
given  in  honor  and 
memory  of  those  who 
with  vision  and  leader- 
ship initiated  the  found- 
ing of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege in  1951  and  those 
who  in  subsequent  years 
have  provided  extraor- 
dinary leadership 
through  dedicated  services,  leadership,  and  support  for  the  advancement  of 
the  College. 

This  year,  the  award  is  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  Earl  H.  Glenn,  member  of  the 
first  Board  of  Trustees  (1953-1959),  and  Mrs.  Marie  G.  Glenn,  Registrar  (1973- 
1982).  The  scholarship  is  presented  to  the  rising  senior  who  distinguished  him/ 
herself  as  an  individual  of  character  and  initiative  and  who  has  demonstrated 
strong  leadership  qualities  while  enrolled  at  the  College.  The  recipient  is  se- 
lected by  a  committee  of  faculty,  student,  and  staff  representatives. 

Robin  Kornegay  of  Mount  Olive  is  this  year's  recipient  of  the  Founders 
Leadership  Award.  The  award  was  presented  at  Mount  Olive  College's  An- 
nual Awards  Day  held  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  Kornegay,  a  junior  business  man- 
agement major,  is  the  daughter  of  Tillis  and  Betty  Rendleman.  She  is  married 
to  Kevin  Kornegay.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Eastern  Wayne  High  School.  She  is  a 
Handy  Mart  Scholar  and  a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society. 


Front  row  (L-R):  Mrs.  Marie  Glenn,  Mrs.  Robin 
Kornegay,  and  Mrs.  Rose  Raper.  Back  Row:  the  Rev.  Earl 
Glenn  and  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper. 


Brad  is  a  member  of  Juniper 
Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Vanceboro,  NC.  "Being  brought  up  in 
a  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  has  been 
instrumental  in  giving  me  a  religious 
and  moral  background  that  seems 
lacking  in  society  today,"  he  states. 

Piner  is  a  four-year  member  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Choir 
and  a  three-year  member  of 
Free  Spirit,  the  College's  Chris- 
tian ensemble.  He  is  also  the 
president  of  the  Zeta  Epsilon 
Chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda. 

In  2001,  he  was  named  as  the 
"Outstanding  Student  of  the 
Year  in  Business."  He  is  a  col- 
lege marshal,  an  honors  schol- 
arship student,  and  recipient  of 


the  Handy  Mart  business  scholar- 
ship. 

Piner  is  a  graduate  of  Ruth's 
Chapel  Christian  School.  He  is  the 
son  of  David  and  Angie  Piner  of 
Vanceboro  and  the  grandson  of  Viola 
Wilson  and  the  late  J.  T.  Wilson  of 
Vanceboro. 
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Dr.  Raper  Honored  With  Book  Collection 


(L-R)  The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison,  campus  minister,  Dr.  Bobby  Garden,  pastor  of 
White  Oak  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Bladenboro;  Dr.  David  Hines,  chair  of  the 
Deparmtent  of  Religion;  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  emeritus  of  Mount  Olive 
College;  and  Mrs.  Rose  Raper. 


Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
emeritus  at  Mount  Olive  College,  was 
recently  honored  with  the  donation 
of  a  collection  of  Great  Devotional 
Classics  in  his  name.  The  books  will 
be  permanently  housed  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection  in 
Moye  Library.  Dr.  Bobby  Carden,  pas- 
tor of  White  Oak  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Bladenboro  and  the  Rev. 
Frank  Harrison,  campus  minister, 
gave  the  collection. 

"We  wanted  to  honor  Dr.  Raper, 
who  has  served  Mount  Olive  College 
and  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  so  faithfully  over  the  years. 
His  vision,  leadership,  and  dedica- 
tion guided  the  College  in  its  early 
years  of  development  and  it  contin- 
ues today.  His  commitment  to  Chris- 
tian higher  education  through  the 
College  and  over  the  years  of  its 
develolpment  has  helped  to  provide 
a  great  ministry  that  has  touched  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  people,"  Dr. 
Carden  commented. 

According  to  Dr.  David  Hines, 
chairman  of  the  department  of  reli- 
gion, the  collection  was  established 
to  preserve  and  bring  together  some 
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of  the  great  inspirational  and  devo- 
tional books  of  the  Christian  faith, 
many  of  which  are  currently  out  of 
print.  Some  of  the  books  are  more 
than  one  hundred  years  old. 

"In  establishing  this  collection,  we 
will  continue  to  seek  out  those  books 
written  by  some  of  the  great  church 
leaders,  evangelists,  and  pastors  of 
the  past  whose  faith  and  writings  can 
still  speak  a  contemporary  word  of 
God  to  hungry  hearts  and  spirits,"  Dr. 
Hines  stated. 

The  presentation  of  the  collection 
was  made  at  the  College's  Annual 
Awards  Day  Ceremony. 


Student  Realizes 
Need  for  Women 
in  Ministry 


Marci  Rollins  and  Dr.  David  Hines 

Marci  Rollins,  a  Pikeville  native, 
never  thought  that  she  would  be 
graduating  from  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege this  May  with  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  in  religion  and  a  minor  in 
Christian  Education.  "I  had  grown  up 
believing  that  women  could  not  be 
ministers.  They  could  only  teach  Sun- 
day school  or  sing  in  the  choir,"  she 
states. 

It  was  in  her  Introduction  to  Edu- 
cation class  that  Marci's  eyes  were 
opened  to  the  need  of  youth  minis- 
ters in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomi- 
nation. She  took  additional  religion 
classes  to  see  if  youth  ministry  was 
something  in  which  she  was  inter- 
ested. "As  I  learned  more  about  the 
Bible  and  was  introduced  to  women 
who  are  ministers,  I  began  to  see  that 
God  does  call  women  to  the  minis- 
try, and  that  God  had  been  calling  me 
for  quite  some  time,"  Rollins  says. 

Marci  is  the  youth  director  at 
Reedy  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Winterville.  She  has  recog- 
nized the  need  for  youth  ministry  not 
only  in  large  churches,  but  the 
smaller  ones  as  well. 

Deciding  to  attend  Mount  Olive 
College  was  an  easy  decision  for 
Marci  to  make.  Not  only  was  it  close 
to  home,  the  campus  was  small  and 
personal  and  she  already  knew  many 
of  the  students.  "I  grew  up  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination  and  in 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


essence,  I  grew  up  around  Mount  Ol- 
ive College,"  she  states.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
in  Goldsboro. 

The  religion  department  at  Mount 
Olive  College  is  very  close.  "We  en- 
joy spending  time  with  each  other 
and  our  professors  can  often  be  found 
eating  lunch  with  us,"  she  says.  "My 
professors  and  fellow  students  en- 
courage me  and  challenge  me  at  the 
same  time. 


Several  Free  Will  Baptist  students 
won  prestigious  awards  at  Mount 
Olive  College's  Annual  Awards  Day 
held  in  Rodgers  Chapel. 

Sally  Herrin  of  Ayden  received  the 
Jan  Brewer  Scholarship  Award,  given 
in  memory  of  Janet  Ruth  Brewer  (1959- 
1981),  class  of  '79.  The  award  is  made 
possible  by  an  endowment  established 
in  Ms.  Brewer's  honor  in  April  1980,  by 
her  classmates  and  friends.  Ms.  Brewer, 
a  member  of  Dublin  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  though  born  with 
cystic  fibrosis,  achieved  her  goal  of 
earning  a  college  degree  when  she 
received  an  associate  of  science  degree 
from  Mount  Olive  College.  This  award 
is  given  to  the  student  who  is 
successfully  overcoming  adversity  in 
pursuit  of  a  college  education.  The  Jan 
Brewer  Scholarship  is  payable  on 
future  educational  expenses  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  A  committee  of  faculty, 
students,  and  staff  representatives 
chooses  the  recipient. 

Herrin,  a  sophomore  human  services 
counseling  major,  is  the  daughter  of  Jeff 
and  Rita  Herrin.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
Greenville  Christian  Academy.  She 
attends  Ormondsville  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

Alan  Joyner  of  Fountain  received  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Award. 
This  scholarship  award  is  given  by  the 
North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to  an 
outstanding  returning  Free  Will  Baptist 
student  who  has  demonstrated 
potential  for  excellence  in  the  Christian 
ministry.  A  committee  designated  by 
the  Ministerial  Association  selects  the 
student. 


Marci,  who  has  accepted  a  full-tu- 
ition scholarship  to  attend  Campbell 
University  Divinity  School,  says  that 
Mount  Olive  College  has  prepared 
her  for  graduate  school.  'The  religion 
department  has  provided  me  with  a 
solid  foundation.  It  has  taught  me 
how  to  think,  have  respect  for  others, 
and  keep  moving  forward  in  my  min- 
istry goals,"  she  says. 

Recently,  Marci  received  the  W. 
Burkette  Raper  Ministerial  Student 


Sally  Herrin  of  Ayden  received  the  Jan 
Brewer  Scholarship  ward  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  She  is  pictured  with  the  Rev.  Frank 
Harrison,  campus  minister. 


Alan  Joyner  of  Fountain  received  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Award  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  He  is  pictured  with  Dr. 
David  Hines,  chair  of  the  Department  of  Re- 
ligion at  MOC. 


Alan,  a  sophomore  religion  major,  is 
the  son  of  Llewellyn  Joyner  Hawley 
and  the  late  Clinton  Joyner.  He  is  mar- 
ried to  Janet  Joyner.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Wilson  Christian  Academy  and  has 
previously  attended  Barton  College.  He 
is  a  member  of  Aspen  Grove  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Fountain,  NC. 

Nathaniel  Grubbs  of  Elizabeth  City 
received  the  Henderson  Science  Club 
Award  for  the  most  promising  science 


Award  and  was  recognized  as  being 
a  member  of  Who's  Who  Among  Stu- 
dents in  American  Universities  and  Col- 
leges at  Mount  Olive  College's  An- 
nual Awards  Day. 

She  will  enter  Campbell  in  the  fall. 
She  plans  to  pursue  a  master  of  di- 
vinity degree  with  an  emphasis  on 
Christian  education.  She  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  C.  B.  Aycock  High  School  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Nelson  and 
Deborah  Rollins. 


student.  He  was  also  recognized  as  a 
college  marshal. 

The  science  award  is  given  to  a  stu- 
dent selected  by  the  club  advisor.  The 
student  receives  a  $50.00  U.S.  Saving 
Bond. 


Nathaniel  Gwbbs  of  Elizabeth  City 

received  the  Henderson  Science  Club  Award 
for  the  Most  Promising  Science  Student  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  He  is  pictured  with  Dr. 
Richard  Bounds,  chair  of  the  Department  of 
Science  and  Mathematics. 

Those  selected  to  be  marshals  have 
the  highest  cumulative  grade  point 
average  with  no  grade  below  a  "C"  on 
all  work  attempted  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. To  qualify  as  a  college  marshal, 
students  must  be  enrolled  in  at  least  15 
semester  hours  each  semester  includ- 
ing the  semester  in  which  they  are  cho- 
sen. Marshals  are  appointed  for  a  term 
of  one  year  and  are  expected  to  partici- 
pate for  an  entire  academic  year  in  of- 
ficial events  such  as  convocations,  spe- 
cial programs,  and  graduation. 

Nathaniel,  a  freshman  biology  ma- 
jor, is  the  son  of  Paul  and  Teresa 
Grubbs.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Northeast- 
ern High  School.  He  attends  Saint  Paul 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Elizabeth  City. 
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Tree  WiCC  (Baptist  Students  Win  ftwardts 
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^tMMMM  Free  Will  Baptist  Students  Graduate 


Several  Free  Will  Baptist  stu- 
dents recently  graduated  from 
Mount  Olive  College.  Pictured  L- 
R.  Garrett  Southerland,  gradu- 
ated with  a  bachelor  of  science  de- 
gree in  social  studies.  He  attends 
Westside  Church  in  Lenoir 
County.  Leslie  Smith  graduated 
with  a  bachelor  of  science  degree 
in  business  management.  She  at- 
tends St.  Mary's  Church  in  Craven 
County.  Scott  Satterfield  gradu- 
ated with  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
in  religion.  He  attends  Lee's 
Chapel  Church  in  Sampson 
County.  Misty  Mills  graduated 
with  a  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  management  and  organizational  development.  She  attends  Elm  Grove 
Church  in  Pitt  County.  Brad  Piner  graduated  with  a  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  accounting.  He  attends  Juni- 
per Chapel  Church  in  Vanceboro.  Marci  Rollins  graduated  with  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  religion.  She  is  a 
member  of  First  Church,  Goldsboro,  and  is  the  youth  director  at  Reedy  Branch  Church  in  Pitt  County. 


Camp  Vandemere 


by  Mike  Williams,  Manager 

On  April  3,  2002,  it  was  my  privilege 
to  take  a  group  of  young  men  and 
women  from  Saint  Mary's  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  New  Bern, 
NC,  around  our  camp.  They  came  in 
the  afternoon  and  toured  the  Camp. 
They  told  stories  of  past  years  and  were 
pleased  with  the  Camp's  present  facili- 
ties. I  showed  them  some  of  the  new 
plans  for  the  Camp,  plans  that  every- 
one will  soon  be  learning  about  in  our 
articles.  The  excitement  of  the  group 
was  a  blessing.  Many  times  it  seems 
that  Camp  Vandemere  is  overlooked  by 
our  people.  What  a  shame!  Compared 
to  other  non-profit  camps  in  the 
Pamlico  County  area,  Camp 
Vandemere  has  been  labeled  as  one  of 
the  best  looking  camps  in  the  area,  if 
not  the  best  looking. 

Once  again  I  call  upon  you  to  help 
our  Camp  stay  on  top  by  helping  us 
with  both  your  presence  and  your  fi- 
nancial support.  Please  consider  plac- 
ing the  Camp  in  your  church  budget 
in  the  amount  of  $1,500  per  year. 
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It  takes  a  great  sum  of  money  to  run 
and  maintain  the  Camp.  Without  your 
support,  Camp  Vandemere  will  never 
grow  to  its  full  potential. 

May  was  a  busy  month  for  the  Camp, 
starting  with  the  third  Union  Meeting 
day,  with  the  Rev.  Tim  Heath  leading 
the  service,  and  the  singers,  "Blessed 


Assurance,"  from  Folkstone  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  participating.  We  ap- 
preciate the  Third  Union  voting  the  first 
Saturday  of  May  as  the  Third  Union 
Day  at  Camp  Vandemere.  We  appreci- 
ate their  love  and  support  for  the 
Camp. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  people 
who  have  booked  camp  sites  and  our 
lodges  for  our  "Singing  by  the  River" 
in  August.  The  only  rooms  we  have  left 
are  our  dorms.  Please  feel  free  to  con- 
tact us  if  we  can  be  of  service  in  this 
area. 

I  ask  that  you  continue  to  pray  for 
our  future  building  projects.  By  the 
time  this  article  comes  out  we  will  have 
the  preliminary  drawings  of  our  new 
dorms,  family  lodges,  gym,  office,  and 
maintenance  building.  The  excitement 
is  growing  for  the  future  and  we  pray 
for  your  support. 

Don't  forget  to  fill  out  your  children's 
camp  application.  If  you  need  some 
more  please  call  (252)  754—3171  Mon- 
day-Friday, 9-5  pm. 

(If  your  group  would  like  to  come  for  an 
afternoon  or  a  day,  please  call  us.  We  can 
prepare  lunch  if  you  desire.) 


Layman's  League 


FUNDS  FOR  CRAGMONT  STORE 

The  Layman's  League  is  raising  money  to  build  the  new  Cragmont  store 
(building  No.  8)  at  Cragmont.  You  can  help!  Please  send  your  contribu- 
tions to  Cragmont  and  earmark  it  for  the  Cragmont  Store. 

The  Layman's  League  is  also  planning  to  frame  this  building.  If  you 
would  like  to  help  please  contact  Elmer  Harrell  at  (252)  747-2894.  Your 
help  in  any  way  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  May  God  richly  bless  you 
in  doing  His  will. 


Scenes  From  the  Cragmont  Walk-a-thon. 

April  1,  2002,  at  the 
Wayne  County  Fairgrounds,  Goldsboro 


Pastor  John  Simpson  of  Bethany 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
enjoys  the  snack  time  during  the 
Walk-a-thon. 


Pictured  are  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Layman's  League  Executive  Board  who  helped 
serve  during  the  Cragmont  Walk-a-thon. 


Preparing  the  food  and  refreshments. 


Participants  line  up  for  food  time. 


(Pictured  at  left):  The 
Layman's  League 
singspiration  ivas  held 
on  April  13,  2002,  at 
King's  Crossroads 
Church,  Farmville. 


DATES  TO  REMEMBER 

May  31— June  1,  2002 

Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life 
Retreat,  Camp  Vandemere 

June  3,  2002 

Central  Conference  Layman's 
League  Meeting,  Friendship 
Church,  Farmville,  NC;  meal, 
6:45  pm;  business,  7:30  pm. 

June  12,  2002 

Executive  and  Promotional 
Board  Meeting,  7:00  pm,  VFW 
building,  Snow  Hill 


Churches  &  Ministers 
Available 


Black  Jack  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church — Greenville,  NC,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  youth  minister.  This  person 
might  also  serve  some  functions  of  asso- 
ciate pastor.  Interested  candidates  may 
send  resume  to  the  church  office,  2972 
Black  jack/Simpson  Road,  Greenville, 
NC  27858. 

Oak  Grove  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church — Bladenboro,  NC,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  pastor.  Interested  candidates  are 
asked  to  contact  the  Rev.  Freddie 
Edwards,  1799  Guyton  Road, 
Bladenboro,  NC  28320,  or  call  (910)  648- 
4371  after  6:00  pm. 

The  Rev.  Swade  Benson — is  available  for 
pastoral  work.  He  may  be  contacted  at 
6360  Little  Creek  Church  Road,  Clayton, 
NC  27580,  or  phone  (919)  552-4837. 

The  Rev.  Braxton  Carter — is  available  to 
supply,  fill-in,  or  pastor.  Ordained  in 
1976,  Youth  Director  experience.  Any 
church  interested  may  contact  him  at 
home:  (919)  553-7246  or  mobile  (919)  868- 
5923. 

Winterville  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  is  seeking  the  services  of  an  As- 
sociate Pastor.  Interested  persons  may 
send  inquiries  or  resumes  to  Winterville 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Pulpit  Commit- 
tee, 639  Davenport  Farm  Road, 
Winterville,  NC  28590. 
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PEOPLE&EVENTS 


Submitted  by  Rita  Jones 


On  New  York  Missions  work:  Nikki  Jones,  Gregory  Bass,  Crystal  Guy,  YWAM 
representative,  and  Roberta  Widhalm. 


On  June  8,  lots  of  excited  young 
people  are  planning  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  King's  Dominion  Day  as 
well  as  spend  a  week  at  Cragmont. 
Powhatan  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Clayton,  NC,  has  between  8- 
10  young  people  whom  we  will  be 
sending  off  for  fun  and  fellowship. 
We  pray  for  their  Christian  growth 
and  thank  the  ministries  that  work 
with  our  young  people  and  arrange 
the  activities  for  them. 

There  were  four  walkers  from 
Powhatan  participating  in  the  first 
"Vision  Walk"  for  Cragmont  on  April 
1  at  Goldsboro:  Gregory  Bass,  Crys- 
tal Guy,  Nikki  Jones,  and  Roberta 
Widhalm.  After  walking  several  laps, 
the  three  young  ladies  joined 
Powhatan  Woman  Auxiliary  mem- 
bers who  were  preparing  sandwiches 
for  lunch  for  the  walkers.  The  group 
from  Powhatan  had  to  leave  early  to 
prepare  for  the  New  York  Mission 
trip  April  2-6. 

Three  from  Powhatan  attended 
Cragmont  for  Morning  Star  week- 
end. Julie  Capps,  Ann  Narron,  and 
Ollie  Brady  enjoyed  the  retreat  to  the 
mountains  along  with  a  ninety  or  so 
others.  Mrs.  Narron's  aunt  also  went 
with  the  group  in  place  of  her  daugh- 
ter who  had  to  work.  Mrs.  Ollie  was 
the  oldest  woman  present  for  the  re- 
treat! Woman's  Auxiliary  president 
Sandra  Peedin  was  not  able  to  go  due 
to  her  mother  being  hospitalized  the 
previous  week.  Please  pray  for  Mrs. 
Inez  West's  recovery  and  restoration 
to  good  health. 

At  the  evening  service  on  April  7, 
the  mission  group  reported  on  their 
trip.  After  a  letter  from  Mark  Guy 
about  what  the  trip  meant  to  him  was 
read,  there  wasn't  a  dry  eye  to  be 
seen.  (Letter  appears  on  page  29 
"Youth  News")  Diana  Bass  reported 
one  soul  was  saved  during  her  prayer 
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work  at  the  Prayer  Station.  It  was  a 
great  experience  for  all  that  went  and 
a  blessing  for  the  Youth  Convention 
to  be  able  to  be  part  of  such  work. 

About  20  from  Powhatan  bought 
tickets  for  the  trip  to  the  Mudcats 
game,  with  Cape  Fear  and  Western 
districts  joining  together  for  fellow- 
ship on  April  12.  Over  530  Free  Will 
Baptists  participated  in  the  event. 
Youth  President  Scott  Lane  was 
thrilled  at  the  high  rate  of  participa- 
tion and  encourages  churches  to  con- 
tinue to  work  together  and  have  fel- 
lowship events  shared  between  dis- 
tricts. 

The  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary 
meeting  was  held  on  April  13  at  Tee's 


Chapel.  Attending  were  our  vice- 
president  Ann  Narron,  treasurer  Julie 
Capps,  and  recording  secretary  Rita 
Jones.  Youth  members  Roberta 
Widhalm  and  Nikki  Jones  attended 
to  help  present  a  program  on  the  New 
York  Mission  Trip  in  Scott 
Satterfield's  absence.  The  Dola 
Dudley  Life  Achievement  Award  was 
presented  to  Grace  Barbour  of 
Hopewell  Church. 

The  Powhatan  Woman's  Auxiliary 
sponsored  a  chicken  pastry 
fundraiser  that  same  evening  with  a 
talent  program  by  the  youth.  The 
food  and  fellowship  was  wonderful 
and  the  variety  of  talent  entries  made 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Powhatan's  Bible  Bowl  Team  (YFAs):  Crystal  Guy,  Nikki  Jones,  Roberta  Widhalm, 
Sarah  Barbour,  and  Chris  Bagley. 


for  an  evening  of  entertaining  wor- 
ship. Our  thanks  to  all  who  came  out 
in  support  of  the  women  and  the 
youth.  It  was  great  to  have  some  visi- 
tors with  us  from  Palmer  Memorial 
in  Garner. 

The  Cape  Fear  District  Bible  Bowl 
was  held  on  Saturday,  April  20,  at 
Covenant  Church  in  Hope  Mills.  The 
AFCs  played  the  first  two  games  with 
Roberts  Grove  taking  the  gold  against 
Powhatan's  AFCs.  The  YFAs  began 
with  a  win  by  Roberts  Grove  by  a 
score  of  105-100,  then  Powhatan  took 
the  next  two  games  to  win  the  gold. 
The  gold  winners  moved  on  to  the 
State  competition  against  the  Central 
District  teams  on  May  4  at  Mt.  Olive 
College.  Congratulations  to  both 
churches  and  the  team  members  for 
a  job  well  done.  Chris  Bagley, 
Powhatan's  YFA  captain  for  the  last 
four  years,  will  age  out  after  this 
year's  competition.  He  has  been  a 
great  leader  and  inspiration  to  the 
rest  of  the  team  members.  He  hopes 
to  return  next  year  as  a  coach  for  the 
YFA  team. 


A  baptism  service  was  held  Satur- 
day night,  April  21,  with  Robyn  Ross 
joining  our  fellowship.  She  and  her 
son,  Trey,  have  been  attending 
Powhatan  regularly  for  a  while  now. 
He  is  a  student  at  Wilson's  Mills  El- 
ementary in  Johnston  County.  We 
welcome  them  both  into  our  flock. 

Powhatan  will  be  having  Vacation 
Bible  School  under  the  direction  of 
Ann  Narron  and  Cathy  Lee  during 
the  week  of  July  7-12.  Everyone  is 
welcome  to  come  and  join  in  the  ad- 
venture as  we  climb  "Faith  Moun- 
tain" together. 


FWB  LEAGUE 
BIBLE  SWORD  DRILL 
CORRECTION 

Under  Topical  Drill, 
No.  3  should  read 
2  Samuel  12:14,  24 
instead  of  Joshua. 


YWAM — 
Youth  With  a  Mission 

The  Youth  Convention  and  Home 
Missions  combined  in  April  to  sponsor 
a  trip  to  New  York  City  to  do  some 
mission  work.  Since  this  was  the  first 
time  something  like  this  had  been  tried, 
the  group  went  on  faith  that  everything 
would  fall  into  place. 

State  Youth  President  Scott  Lane, 
State  Recording  Secretary,  Roberta 
Widhalm,  Cape  Fear  representative  to 
the  State  Youth  Board  Nikki  Jones,  Janie 
Sowers,  Cape  Fear  President  Dawn 
Faircloth,  Cape  Fear  Treasurer  Crystal 
Guy,  and  Crystal's  father,  Mark,  all  flew 
up  to  Newark,  NJ,  on  Wednesday 
morning,  April  3.  The  rest  of  the  group 
of  officers  and  chaperones  who  were 
able  to  take  part  had  gone  by  bus  the 
previous  day.  State  Youth  Chair  Martha 
Parsons  led  the  bus  group  until  it  joined 
with  the  group  that  flew  up  and  then 
Scott  took  charge.  Al  Markuson  and  his 
family  had  taken  a  missions  van  up  the 
weekend  before  to  get  things  lined  up 
ahead  of  the  main  group's  arrival. 

YWAM— Youth  With  A  Mission— 
and  the  Salvation  Army  were  recipients 
of  the  volunteer  hours  the  group 
worked.  YWAM  has  been  around  since 
the  1960s  and  sponsors  "Prayer  Sta- 
tions" across  the  city,  training  workers 
about  what  to  expect  and  how  to  react 
as  they  offer  prayer  support  to  pass- 
ersby.  With  New  Yorkers  still  recover- 
ing from  9-11,  there  is  still  a  lot  of  hurt 
and  anger  to  be  dealt  with  and  recov- 
ered from.  The  vests  worn  by  the  vol- 
unteers read,  "Prayer  changes  things," 
and  that  is  what  the  workers  tried  to 
express  to  those  who  would  listen. 

After  a  mix-up  in  directions,  only  a 
part  of  the  group  was  able  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  at  the  Sal- 
vation Army  to  distribute  "Kids  Care" 
boxes  to  needy  children  in  Little  Ja- 
maica. It  was  like  Christmas  in  April 
to  the  children  who  received  presents 
from  complete  strangers  that  day. 

Each  person  who  was  on  the  trip  has 
an  individual  story  to  tell  about  what 
it  meant  to  them.  On  page  29  "Youth 
News"  is  a  letter  written  by  Mark  Guy 
from  Powhatan  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  Clayton  on  the  first  Sunday 
morning  after  the  group  had  arrived 
back  home. 
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Recuperation  and  Remembrance 

by  Gloria  Edwards 

(This  article  entitled  Recuperation  and  Remembrance  is  in  honor  of  my  parents:  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Leland  Wallace  of  2519  Tram  Road,  Mount  Olive,  NC.  My  parents  and  I  are  members  of  Snow  Hill 
Tree  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Red  Hill  Road,  Mount  Olive.  My  father  is  the  chairman  of  the  deacon  board 
and  a  member  of  the  choir.  My  mother  plays  the  piano  for  Sunday  school  and  occasionally  for  church. 

I  am  a  retired  school  public  relations  professional.  I  have  my  own  motivational  speaking  company 
"Positive  Expressions. "  I  am  a  member  of  the  Snow  Hill  Tree  Will  Baptist  Church  where  1  am  currently 
the  choir  director  and  pianist.  I  can  be  reached  at  910-592-8105.) 


The  Fifth  Eastern 
Union  Meeting/ 
Sunday  School 
Convention 

by  Russell  Tyson,  Sunday  School 
Convention  Vice  President 

The  Fifth  Eastern  Union  Meeting 
and  Sunday  School  Convention  met 
March  23, 2002,  at  Memorial  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church.  The  meeting  was 
opened  by  the  Rev.  Gary  Watson, 
moderator,  with  48  ministers  and  lay- 
men present.  The  Rev.  Owen  Arthur, 
pastor  of  the  host  church  gave  the 
welcome  and  devotion.  Minutes  of 
the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Lexa 
Upton,  secretary /treasurer,  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Rev.  Mike  Williams,  Camp 
manager,  give  the  report  for  Camp 
Vandemere.  The  camp  was  doing 
well  and  is  almost  booked  for  the 
summer. 

After  a  short  business  meeting,  the 
host  church  presented  special  music. 
The  Rev.  Timothy  Webber  brought 
the  morning  message. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  at  10:00 
am,  June  22,  2002,  at  Juniper  Chapel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  655  Piney 
Neck  Road,  Vanceboro,  NC.  The  Rev. 
Francis  Garner  will  be  the  speaker. 


REVIVAL  SCHEDULED 

Date:  June  9-12 
Time:  7:00  pm  Sunday, 
7:30  pm  Monday-Wednesday 
Place:  Friendship  Free  Will 

Baptist  Church 
Friendship  Church  Road, 
Middlesex,  NC 
Speaker:  Rev.  Steve  Norris, 
Pastor  of  Union  Chapel  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church 
Special  music  nightly. 
Refreshments  served  after 
Wednesday  service. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  Wallace 


Recently,  I  had  the  most  wonderful 
experience  in  a  not  so  wonderful  way. 
You  see,  I  had  to  have  surgery. .  .a  hys- 
terectomy to  be  exact.  Now,  this  was 
my  first  hospital  stay  and  surgery.  The 
most  serious  medical  attention  I  had 
previously  was  a  root  canal  and  believe 
me,  this  was  a  real  eye-opening  event. 

I  had  no  idea  of  how  little  I  could  do 
after  such  an  operation.  So,  for  my  re- 
cuperation period  I  stayed  at  home 
with  my  parents.  Now,  talk  about  an 
eye-opening  event,  this  truly  was  one. 
One  in  which  to  my  surprise  flooded 
my  spirit,  soul,  and  mind  with  my 
childhood  days. 

You  see,  my  parents  are  in  their  sev- 
enties. But,  as  I  stayed  with  them  for 
three  weeks  they  were  the  same  as  if  I 
were  10  years  old  once  again.  Still  jo- 
vial, still  cooking  collards,  playing 
games  like  Scrabble  and  cards,  still 
singing  around  the  piano,  and  calling 
neighbors  just  to  talk.  But  most  of  all, 
still  keeping  God  and  their  church  the 
center  of  their  lives. 

As  I  watched  them,  I  knew  I  am  truly 
one  of  the  luckiest  people  in  the  world. 
Mama  would  feed  her  birds  on  the  deck 
and  oddly  enough,  those  birds  actually 
know  her.  Watching  her  wash  the 


turnips,  roll  out  the  pastry,  keep  her 
house,  I  knew  that  she  has  a  joy  of  life 
that  so  many  people  will  never  know. 

Daddy  would  go  out  and  play  with 
his  dogs,  hit  his  golf  balls  and  look  for 
them  in  the  plowed  cotton  field  behind 
the  house.  Joking  with  everyone  that 
would  stop  by,  he  always  has  a  mischie- 
vous grin  spreading  across  his  face.  It's 
that  sense  of  humor  and  calmness  that 
is  so  comforting  to  everyone  he  meets. 

Then,  watching  Mama  and  Daddy 
together  was  like  looking  at  a  ballet. 
Their  motions,  needs  and  concerns 
were  so  synchronized,  it  seemed  cho- 
reographed. 

One  of  the  nights,  I  found  myself  in 
my  old  room  thinking,  this  is  how  I 
grew  up.  It's  these  two  people  who 
made  me  who  I  am.  You  see,  my  love 
of  nature,  of  my  fellow  man,  of  my 
home,  church,  and  God  all  came  from 
them. 

I've  just  about  recuperated  to  the 
point  I  will  go  to  my  home  and  hus- 
band, but,  I  will  always  be  thankful  that 
even  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  52 1  could  be 
Mama's  and  Daddy's  little  girl  once 
again. 

March  6,  2002 
2  Corinthians  9:15 


June  Events 


June  3-8 
Cragmont  Woman's  Conference 

June  5 

Deadline  for  July  Articles  in 
The  Free  Will  Baptist 

June  14 
Flag  Day 

June  16 
Father's  Day 

June  17-20 
Camp  Vandemere  Woman's  Conference 

June  24-29 
Cragmont  Youth  Frontier  Conference 
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^Woman's  Conference 

A  Servant's  Heart 

June  17-20,  2002 

Camp  Directors/Registrars  Judith  Kennedy  and  Stumpie  Quinn 

Daily  Sessions — Leader  Sue  Griffin,  Pleasant  Plain  Church,  Selma 

Music  •  Gayle  Heath  and  Pat  Arthur 

Devotions — Servants  of  the  Past  Happy  Taylor  and  Nina  Grace  Register 

Mrs.  Alice  Lupton 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Griffin 

Mrs.  Katie  Sawyer  Jackson 

Crafts  Josephine  Ipock 

Old  Time  Fun  Joan  Faulkner 

Recreation  Time 

Workshops  and  Evening  Worship — Servants  in  the  present 

Monday — Carolyn  F.  Jernigan  and  Dianne  B.  Riley  (Celebrating  Our  Heritage) 

Tuesday — Mary  Dudley  (Mrs.  Gertrude  Ballard) 

Wednesday — Linda  Baker  (Mrs.  Laura  Bell  Barnard) 

Thursday — Julia  Gaskins.  (Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hansley) 

Theme  Verse:  "Then  said  Jesus  unto  his  disciples,  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 

cross,  and  follow  me"  (Matthew  16:24). 
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Youth  Frontier 
Conference 

YFAWeek 
Cragmont  Assembly 

June  24  -  29, 2002 
For  Ages  13  and  Up 


YFAers  will  soon  be  traveling  to  Cragmont 
Assembly  to  attend  the  2002  Youth  Frontier 
Conference/ YFA  Week.  YFA  Week  is  unique 
because  it  is  the  only  encampment  at  Cragmont 
planned  for  just  teenagers.  This  encampment  is  a 
time  of  fun  and  fellowship,  a  time  of  soul- 
searching  and  inspiration.  This  year's 
encampment  is  June  24-29. 

There  will  be:  Lots  of  young  people! 
Counselors  who  care.  Bible  studies,  dorm 
devotions,  vespers,  trips,  fun  times, 
"happening"  events,  and  lots  of  excitement. 
Music,  new  friends,  and  more  than  we  have 
room  to  describe! 

The  2002  theme  is  Being  a  Christian  Heir.  The 
program  will  feature  concentrated  Bible  study 
and  emphasis  on  discipleship,  recreation, 


missions/ evangelism,  and  much  more.  The  week 
will  be  a  friendship /discipleship  event,  with  the 
purpose  of  beginning  or  continuing  the  process 
of  discipleship  development  in  the  lives  of  youth. 

To  make  sure  that  you  are  among  those  who 
attend  YFA  Week,  mail  the  application  with  a  $80 
registration  fee.  Letters  explaining  what  you  need 
to  carry  to  camp  will  be  sent  when  your 
registration  fee  is  received.  The  total  cost  of  camp 
is  $230.  This  cost  includes  transportation,  food  and 
lodging  at  Cragmont,  daily  snacks,  a  group 
picture,  a  mid-week  trip,  activities,  and  a  week  of 
blessings!  (Note,  lunch  on  Monday  and  Saturday, 
as  well  as  one  meal  on  the  trip  day  are  not  included 
in  the  cost  of  camp.)  Checks  should  be  made 
payable  to  Youth  Frontier  Conference/ YFA  Week. 


Name 


Mailing  Address 
City  


.State 


Zip_ 


Telephone  (  )_ 

Church  Name  _ 
Birthdate  


Gender  (Circle  One):  M  F 

Send  registration  form  and  fee  to: 

Youth  Frontier  Conference 

Janie  Sowers 
Post  Office  Box  824 
Middlesex,  NC  27557 
Phone  (252)  235-2408 
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THOUGHTS  ON 
TRIP  TO  NEW  YORK 

by  Mark  Guy,  Powhatan  Church 

I  apologize  for  not  being  present  this 
morning,  but  I  wanted  to  make  sure  my 
words  were  with  you.  I  was  not  sure 
what  to  expect  on  the  trip  to  New  York, 
but  I  can  say  now  that  I  don't  think 
anybody  came  back  without  feeling 
blessed  for  going  on  the  trip.  We  had  a 
lot  of  things  to  do  in  a  short  period  of 
time,  but  through  careful  planning  and 
rearranging  of  the  schedule,  we  were 
able  to  accomplish  most  of  our  plans. 

The  two  things  that  stand  out  on  the 
trip  for  me  was  the  mission  work  on 
Thursday  and  the  visit  to  Ground  Zero 
on  Friday.  The  mission  work  on  Thurs- 
day was  definitely  a  challenge  for  all 
members  of  each  team  because  it  was 
something  that  we  had  never  done  be- 
fore. The  concept  was  pretty  simple. 
You  have  hot-dog  stands,  T-shirt  ven- 
dors, clothes  vendors  on  the  street,  so 
why  not  set  up  a  prayer  booth  with 
Christian  literature  to  be  distributed  for 
free.  At  first,  we  all  looked  at  each  other 
like  maybe  this  was  insane  because 
with  the  fast-paced  city,  who  would 
stop? 

We  found  out  differently  when  we 
got  there  and  set  up.  We  had  about  an 
hour  debriefing,  and  with  a  guide,  the 
Powhatan  team  set  off  for  our 
destination  which  was  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge  and  City  Hall  area.  The  first  part 
was  to  pass  out  flyers  asking  people  if 
they  wanted  us  to  pray  for  them  and 
then  if  they  did,  they  would  come  to 
the  booth  for  prayer  and  more  litera- 
ture. 

Everybody  participated  and  I  think 
were  really  surprised  at  how  it  went.  It 
was  a  blessing  to  see  our  youth  and  the 
leaders  that  were  there  to  help  them, 
and  all  of  the  support  that  people  back 
home  at  Powhatan  church  had  given 
them  shows  their  true  colors  for  God. 
Everyone  on  the  team  has  their  own 


strengths  and  I  think  God  used  each 
person  as  he  saw  fit.  Dianna  Bass  was 
a  great  missionary  for  the  Lord.  She 
would  follow  people  out  of  sight  to  say 
a  prayer  for  them  and  her  determina- 
tion was  a  blessing  to  the  team.  Rita 
Jones  did  a  great  job  in  her  own  right 
by  keeping  the  youth  pumped  up  dur- 
ing the  prayer  station.  Jackie  went 
above  and  beyond  her  expectations 
because  she  thought  she  would  not  be 
able  to  say  a  good  prayer  with  people, 
but  she  found  out  that  God  was  able  to 
give  her  the  words  she  needed  at  the 
time  she  needed  them  and  as  a  hus- 
band, I  was  proud  to  see  her  helping 
other  people  in  need. 

Our  youth — Crystal,  Nikki,  Roberta, 
and  Little  Greg — were  the  biggest 
blessing.  Little  Greg  was  determined 
not  to  let  anyone  get  by  without  taking 
some  literature.  He  was  great!  Roberta 
and  Nikki  were  great,  too,  in  passing 


out  literature  and  praying  with  people. 
They  were  definitely  blessed  by  the 
Lord  in  helping  them  in  each  prayer 
they  said.  I  think  the  biggest  blessing 
of  all  for  me  as  a  Dad  was  to  see  our 
15-year-old  daughter  on  the  streets  of 
Brooklyn  doing  the  work  that  the  Lord 
wanted  her  to  do.  She  does  not  always 
have  confidence  in  herself  but  she 
should  because  a  Dad  could  not  ask  for 
a  better  daughter  than  Crystal  has  been. 
Crystal  and  Jackie  make  me  a  better 
person  just  by  being  father  and  hus- 
band to  them.  I  want  to  close  by  saying 
that  even  I  was  able  to  pray  with  a 
firefighter  from  New  York  and  felt 
blessed  for  doing  it. 

God  bless  New  York,  God  bless  my 
family,  and  God  bless  all  the  team 
members  that  went  and  God  bless 
Powhatan  Church  for  allowing  to  them 
to  go. 


PEE  DEE  DISTRICT  YOUTH  RALLY 


by  Susie  Fairfax 

Youth  of  the  Pee  Dee  Dis- 
trict Association  held  their 
spring  rally  on  April  8, 
2002.  The  event  was  hosted 
by  Beaverdam  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Chad- 
bourn,  NC.  Faye  Bryant, 
District  youth  leader,  gave 
a  brief  report  on  the  mis- 
sion trip  to  New  York  City. 
She  also  encouraged  every- 
one to  make  plans  to  attend 
the  State  Youth  Convention  at  Mount  Olive  College.  The  Pee  Dee  district 
was  in  charge  of  tee  shirt  sales. 

Awards  were  presented  to  the  winners  of  the  district  talent  competition, 
held  on  February  23,  2002.  Afterwards,  the  overall  first  place  winners  in 
each  age  group  performed  their  talent.  (These  talents  were  also  performed 
during  the  State  Youth  Convention.) 

The  rally  was  concluded  with  prayer  and  refreshments.  Fellowship  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  "God  bless  our  youth!" 
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Neil  Postman  draws 
attention  to  the  end  or 
purpose  of  education 
in  modern  society.  This 
groundbreaking  analy- 
sis of  the  why  of  edu- 
cation reminds  us  all  to 
go  back  to  our  roots, 
our  raison  d'etre,  our  purpose.  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  may  find  this 
book  of  particular  importance  as  our 
denominational  college  is  stretching 
into  the  twenty-first  century.  Modern 
America's  obsession  with  means, 
with  the  how,  or  with  the  method 
avoids  the  real  question  of  why.  Post- 
man writes:  "It  is  as  if  we  are  a  na- 
tion of  technicians,  consumed  by  our 
expertise  in  how  something  should 
be  done,  afraid  or  incapable  of  think- 
ing about  why." 

Education  and  Its  Gods 

America  as  a  nation  has  created  its 
own  narrative  "about  what  the  world 
is  like,  how  things  got  to  be  the  way 
they  are,  and  what  lies  ahead"  (6). 
The  narrative  exists  to  give  meaning 
to  "our  labors,  exalt  our  history,  elu- 
cidate the  present,  and  give  direction 
to  our  future"  (7). 

Narratives  also  have  ideals  behind 
them  and  American  education  is  no 
exception.  What  is  the  ideal  of  Ameri- 
can education?  Postman  claims:  "The 
first  chapter  of  the  story  opens  with 
'In  the  beginning,  there  was  a  revo- 
lution.' As  the  story  unfolds,  there 
arise  sacred  words  such  as  'govern- 
ment of  the  people,  by  the  people  and 
for  the  people.'  Because  he  helped  to 
write  the  story,  Thomas  Jefferson,  the 
Moses  of  the  great  democracy — God, 
knew  what  schools  were  for — to  en- 
sure that  citizens  would  know  when 


Neil  Postman.  Tlie  End  of  Education.  New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf, 
1995.  Part  I  (pp.  3-87).  ISBN  0-679-43006-7 
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of  Education 

Neil  Postman 


and  how  to  protect  their  liberty"  (13). 

Today,  however,  Postman  sees  edu- 
cation in  America  bowing  down  to 
other  gods — the  god  of  Economic 
Utility,  the  god  of  Consumership,  and 
the  god  of  Technology.  How? 

When  education  is  related  directly 
to  gaining  a  skill  to  become  economi- 
cally useful,  then  the  American  story 
shifts  from  being  a  "culture"  to  be- 
ing an  "economy"  (28).  America  has 
"generated  41  million  new  jobs"  since 
1970  while  Europe  has  only  created 
"8  million  new  jobs"  (29).  Is  the  role 
of  education  to  train,  to  develop  an 
economic  utility  only?  Is  the  prepa- 
ration for  making  a  living  given  a 
"metaphysical  position"  (33)  and  be- 
coming a  tribute  to  the  "god  of  Eco- 
nomic Utility"  (32)? 

Economic  utility  leads  to  the  mar- 
ket-driven culture  which  leads  to  the 
god  of  Consumerism,  according  to 
Postman.  These  gods  are  linked  to  the 
god  of  Technology  where  great  prom- 
ises are  made  for  the  present  and  the 


future.  These  gods  have  their  loud 
cheerleaders  but  what  we  fail  to  con- 
sider is  the  dark  side  of  the  promise. 
Postman  warns:  "But  like  all  impor- 
tant technologies  of  the  past,  they  are 
exhibiting  patience  toward  slower 
learners.  This  process  is  called  mak- 
ing civilized  people"  (47). 

Within  this  classroom  Postman  be- 
lieves there  must  be  "a  narrative  to 
provide  profound  meaning"  (51)  to 
the  lessons.  The  narrative  must  ex- 
plain the  past,  include  the  dark  mis- 
takes and  failure,  relate  the  attempts 
at  correcting  errors,  point  to  a  partici- 
pation in  the  present  history,  offer  a 
hope  for  the  future. 

The  American  narrative  has  its 
roots  in  democracy,  freedom,  and  hu- 
man rights.  The  American  narrative 
seeks  to  draw  all  ethnic  groups  and 
races  "to  find  a  dignified  place  for 
themselves"  (56)  in  America  so  they 
become  Americans  not  separatists. 

Conclusion 

Postman  believes  that  the  end  or 
death  of  American  education  could 
come  if  the  gods  of  Economic  Utility 
and  Technology  dominate.  If  America 
is  only  a  "market  economy"  (61)  and 
not  a  culture  begun  in  democratic 
impulses  and  with  the  urgency  of 
freedom  then  the  end  of  education 
has  arrived. 

However,  if  the  end  or  meaning  of 
education  points  to  the  creation  of  an 
American  narrative  with  "moral 
guidance,  a  sense  of  continuity,  expla- 
nations of  the  past,  clarity  to  the 
present,  and  hope  for  the  future"  (61- 
62),  then  the  American  system  has 
found  its  end  or  purpose  to  "school- 
ing" (63). 
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Christian 
>^rt  Review 

by  Ilea.  Michael  lUatouua. 


ow  can 
the  Cross 
of  the  Cru- 
cifixion be  seen  as 
the  Tree  of  Life? 
Very  often  we  as- 
sociate painting 
with  a  literalness 
that  does  an  injus- 
tice to  the  form.  For  like  in  an  atti- 
tude of  prayer,  we  must  allow  the 
symbolic  imagery  to  come  to  us 
in  the  strength  of  faith. 


Edward  Burne-Jones,  "The  Tree  of  Life,"  1893.  Watercolor. 
St.  Paul's  within  the  Walls,  Rome. 


Technique 

At  the  turn  of  the  twentieth 
century  a  group  of  painters  in 
England,  of  whom  Edward 
Burne-Jones  is  a  standard  bearer, 
sought  to  re-examine  large  fresco 
paintings  as  the  source  of 
symbolic  inspiration  for  local 
churches.  Some  of  these  artists 
were  considered  on  a  level  of 
international  prominence  for  their 
dedication  to  the  painter's  craft 
and  their  dedication  to  religious 
principles  in  imagery. 

The  technique  in  this  watercolor 
is  most  ancient.  It  is  most  probably 
a  tempera  painting  for  its 
coloration  is  quite  opaque.  The 
predominant  color  is  a  carefully 
muted  aqua-marine  which 
emphasizes  the  brightness  of  the 
five  human  forms  and  the 
multitude  of  tree,  flowers,  and 
foliage.  The  sky  is  a  wonderful 
combination  of  all  of  the  colors  of 
the  paintings.  The  technique  of 
tempera  watercolor  is  of  layering, 
for  it  is  a  semi-opaque  medium  in 


that  if  the  color  is  thin  enough,  the 
underpainting  can  be  seen 
through  the  wash  of  color. 
However,  if  the  paint  and  color  is 
thick  enough,  the  paint  will  cover 
a  lighter  color. 

Symbolism 

The  symbolism  speaks  of 
confidence  in  the  living  Christ.  On 
the  right  of  the  crucified  Christ 
figure  we  see  the  wheat,  the  grain 
fully  grown  and  ready  for  harvest. 
When  the  grain  is  cut  away,  there 
is  a  death  for  the  old  plant  but 
there  is  always  promise  for  new 
one  in  the  seeds.  On  the  far  right 
hand  side  of  the  Crucifixion  are 
the  white  lilies  of  Easter 
symbolizing  death  and 
resurrection.  This  tri-foil  panel 
above  a  doorway  contains  a  Latin 
inscription  which  speaks  of  the 
life  and  confidence  one  might 
have  in  the  Resurrection:  In 
Mundo .  Pressvran  .  Habebitis .  SED 
.  Confidite .  ego .  vici .  mundum  (Live 
in  the  world  in  the  confidence  of 


truth  and  faith  and  we  conquer 
the  world). 

We  see  two  paths  of  life  that 
lead  to  the  foot  of  the  Cross  which 
has  an  extreme  presentation  as  the 
tree  of  life.  Four  figures  surround 
the  Crucifixion.  One  to  the  left  a 
male  figure  in  the  garb  of  a 
shepherd  who  folds  his  hands  in 
an  attitude  of  prayer.  The  figure 
to  the  right  is  a  woman  with  two 
children,  one  a  babe  in  arms,  the 
other  a  toddler  who  clings  to  her 
knee.  She  also  has  her  head  bowed 
in  an  attitude  of  prayer. 


Conclusion 

The  Cross  as  the  tree  of  life  has 
an  unusual  aspect.  The  tree  is 
gnarled  and  twisting  and  is 
composed  of  a  great  complex  of 
conduits,  twisting  blue  limbs  that 
echo  the  design  of  a  brain.  Why? 
In  a  scientific  age  Christ  also  must 
conquer  the  mind  in  order  to 
provide  life. 
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WHAT  IS  RETIREMENT? 


Let  it  be  understood  that  I  am  not  "retiring."  The 
heading  in  the  brief  announcement  in  last  month's 
editorial  did  not  indicate  "retirement" — just  leaving  the 
editorship  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press.  It  is  true  that  I 
have  been  considering  "retirement"  for  some  time,  but 
none  of  the  definitions  exactly  fit  my  situation.  My 
dictionary  gives  five  definitions  of  retirement:  "1.  The  act 
of  retiring.  2.  The  state  of  being  retired.  3.  Withdrawal  from 
one's  occupation.  4.  Withdrawal  into  privacy  or  seclusion. 
5.  A  place  of  privacy  or  seclusion;  a  retreat" — The  American 
Heritage  Dictionary,  Third  Edition. 

I  suppose  I  am  going  through  an  "act  of  retiring,"  but  I 
don't  think  I'm  yet  in  a  "state  of  retirement";  after  all,  I 
am  still  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  I  am  definitely  not 
withdrawing  from  my  main  occupation  or  going  into 
seclusion,  but  I  do  have  a  place  of  seclusion  that  I  plan  to 
"retire"  to  from  time  to  time. 

I  don't  think  I  should  or  could  totally  retire.  It's  not  my 
nature  to  just  sit  back  and  let  the  rest  of  the  world  go  by; 
but  after  50  years  in  the  ministry,  I  hope  to  do  some  of 
those  things  that  I  have  never  had  much  time  to  do.  I  will, 
however,  continue  to  be  sensitive  and  responsive  to  His 
will  and  to  the  needs  of  my  denomination. 

It  has  been  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  once  again  serve 
as  editor.  I  am  deeply  appreciative  to  all  my  co-workers 
here  at  the  Press.  Our  work  has  been  a  cooperative  effort 
and  the  relationship  has  been  great  with  only  a  few  minor 
hitches  from  time  to  time,  which  is  a  part  of  any  work  or 
task.  I  will  not  name  each  one  individually,  but  I  am 
appreciative  to  Director  Cliff  Gray,  the  editorial 
department,  and  all  the  other  department  heads  and 
workers  for  the  wonderful  and  lasting  friendship  and 


C.  H.  Overman 


relationship  we  have  shared  and  will  continue  to  share. 

Our  special  thanks  to  Sheryll  Wood  for  once  again 
stepping  in  as  interim  editor.  We  are  confident  that  the 
work  of  this  ministry  will  continue  to  flourish  in  the 
coming  months  and  years. 


PASSING  THE  TORCH 

One  of  the  most  exciting  things  about  living  the 
Christian  life  is  seeing  how  God's  plan  unfolds  in  our 
lives.  As  we  age,  we  can  look  back  at  events  that 
seemed  unimportant  at  the  time,  but  which  were  ac- 
tually a  part  of  God's  preparing  us  for  the  future  He 
has  planned  for  us.  The  Free  Will  Baptist  has  been  a 
part  of  my  life  for  years,  as  it  has  been  for  many  of  our 
readers.  I  began  as  a  small  child  reading  the  "Stories 
for  Our  Youth"  from  my  grandmother's  copy  of  the 
Baptist,  and  was  privileged  to  serve  as  interim  editor 
prior  to  the  return  of  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman  as  editor 
in  1997.  Since  that  time,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  Mr.  Overman  as  a  writer  for  The  Bible 
Teacher.  I  now  join  many  people  throughout  our  de- 
nomination in  thanking  him  for  the  dedicated  service 
he  has  provided  for  God  and  our  church  through  the 
ministry  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press. 

During  the  transition  time  before  a  new  editor  be- 
gins, God  has  once  again  given  me  the  opportunity  to 
serve  as  interim  editor.  Please  join  us  in  praising  God 
for  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Overman,  and  asking  God's 
blessings  on  the  individual  He  is  preparing  to  con- 
tinue this  ministry.  SheiytL 


Nadine  and  Jean  Crocker 

The  Free  Will 


HATS  OFF  TO  THE  LADIES!  What  a  wonderful 
celebration!  I  am  referring  to  the  North  Carolina  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  in  their  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
celebration  on  May  9, 2002,  in  Rodgers  Chapel  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  It  ranks  as  a  major  highlight  and  event  in  our 
denomination's  history.  The  women  did  an  excellent  job  in 
planning  and  carrying  out  the  theme,  "Here  Am  I,  Use  Me." 
Their  depiction  of  the  leading  women  of  the  past  was 
excellent.  I  enjoyed  every  minute  of  it,  and  especially  those 
old  hats  of  past  years  that  many  of  them  wore  (and  I  have 
pictures  of  them  that  you  can  see  in  Becky  Jo  Sumner 's  article 
in  this  issue.) 

Ladies,  my  compliments  and  appreciation  for  a  wonder- 
ful celebration. 
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"Were  Apr  q,  XIsc  ^ 

(North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  ofOFWB) 

by  Becky  fo  Sumner,  Corresponding  Secretary 


Pictured  above  are  some  of  the  women  who  portrayed  the  dress  a  woman  would 
have  worn  at  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  when  it  had  its  first  convention.  The  Convention  observed  its  75th  an- 
niversary when  it  met  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  May  9,  2002. 


Happy  Taylor,  Deborah  King,  Carolyn  Jernigan 


Thursday,  May  9, 2002,  was  a  red  let- 
ter day  for  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  as 
they  met  at  Mount  Olive  College  for 
their  75th  Annual  Convention.  The  day 
journeyed  into  the  Convention's  past 
with  a  historical  display  and  a  "living" 


timeline.  The  display  showcased  every- 
thing from  autographed  quilt  squares 
to  photographs  of  ladies  who  pio- 
neered the  Woman's  Convention.  In 
addition  to  reviewing  the  past,  we  were 
challenged  by  each  speaker  to  look  for 
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ways  in  which  our  Lord  can  use  us  in 
His  service  in  the  present. 

It  was  a  day  of  excitement  and  fun 
starting  with  the  golf  cart  rides  from 
registration  at  the  Murphy  Center  to 
the  Convention  program  at  Rodgers 
Chapel.  Adding  to  the  festive  atmo- 
sphere were  the  ladies  decked  out  in 
true  1927  fashion,  complete  with  hats 
of  every  hue  and  shape.  The  delight 
continued  with  President  Joan  Little's, 
acting  as  Mattie  Manning,  opening  re- 
marks in  which  she  reminded  us  that 
we  really  did  not  need  a  new  hat  for 
the  Convention  when  we  probably  had 
a  roomful  at  home.  Those  "hat"  funds 
could  have  been  given  to  the  Lord's 
work.  Even  the  traditional  welcome 
and  response  got  a  face  lift  in  the  cre- 
ative hands  of  Happy  Taylor  (who 
could  get  my  vote  for  "Most  Fashion- 
able 1927")  and  Sara  Willoughby 
Parker,  past  presidents  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 


Jackie  Flowers  and  Joan  Little 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


We  also  found  it  to  be  a  day  of  praise 
I  and  thanksgiving  featuring  beautiful 
music  and  times  of  gratefully 
remembering  the  lives  of  Godly 
women  who  gave  full-measure  in 
service.  Phyllis  McLamb  called  us  to 
worship  by  singing  Here  I  Am,  and  Judy 
Dail  Bowen  challenged  us  to  be  used 
by  God  with  her  rendition  of  My  House 
Is  Full.  Music  wove  the  day  into  a 
glorious  whole  under  the  direction  of 
Dianne  Riley.  Dianne  and  Phyllis 
brought  us  to  the  portals  of  Heaven  as 
they  sang  for  the  memorial  service.  In 
the  closing  moments  of  the  session 
Dianne  again  called  us  by  song  to 
dedicate  self  to  the  Saviour  with  O 
Jesus,  I  Have  Promised. 

The  beauty  of  remembering  shone 
again  and  again  into  the  Son  bright- 
ened day.  We  were  reminded  of  the 
lovely  spirits  and  lives  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist women.  Donna  Holland  led  us  in 
All  My  Sins  Are  Gone  as  Gertrude 


Ballard  had  done  countless  times  at 
Cragmont  Woman's  Conferences.  Alice 
Lupton  stepped  from  her  photo  and 
from  Heaven  in  the  person  of  Marie 
Glenn  to  bring  greetings  and  a  vision 
from  those  who  await  us  on  that 
Golden  Shore.  Teresa  Grubbs  and 
Angie  Piner  brought  our  attention  to 
present  day  laborers  as  they  presented 
the  Life  Membership  Award  to  Alice 
Webster  and  Martha  Parsons.  Those 
who  answered  the  awesome  call  to  the 
foreign  field  were  remembered  by 
Sandra  Jones,  acting  as  Laura  Bell 
Barnard,  with  a  pin  in  the  form  of  a 
sheaf  of  wheat.  Present-day  workers 
were  installed  and  given  a  nail  to  re- 
mind them  to  allow  God  to  lead  them 
in  driving  their  nails  of  service. 

The  day  of  worship  was  centered 
around  the  message  from  God 
delivered  by  Deborah  King,  acting  as 
Lucy  Linton  Daughtery.  Madge  Van 
Home,  acting  as  Katie  Sawyer  Jackson, 


introduced  Lucy  to  the  assembly  in 
tender  words  of  love  that  led  you  to 
believe  Katie  knew  Lucy  personally  (as 
I  believe  she  really  did). 

May  9  was  a  special  day  because  of 
lovely  music  by  David  Hines,  Jo  Ann 
Parrish,  Guyla  Evans,  and  Gladys 
Corbett.  The  success  of  the  Convention 
was  due  to  numberless  women.  Those 
from  the  Central  Conference  welcomed 
and  transported  us;  those  from  the 
Cape  Fear  Conference  potted  plants  for 
decorations  and  set  tables;  and  those 
from  the  Pee  Dee  Association  saw  that 
we  got  a  meal  ticket  and  were  perfect 
ushers.  As  no  Free  Will  Baptist  meet- 
ing would  be  complete  without  a  deli- 
cious meal,  we  must  thank  Mount 
Olive  College  for  its  gracious  hospital- 
ity and  wonderful  dinner.  A  special 
thanks  goes  to  Betty  Strickland  and 
Peggy  Pope  who  simply  and  mightily 
prayed  us  through. 


C[  ^Knpw  ^fou  >\rc  (Here 

by  Philip  G.  Gurganus 

I  saw  you  today,  Lord.  You  were  talking  to  a  little  baby  who  was  sleeping  in  a  stroller  while  his  mother  was 
shopping  for  a  dress.  His  face  almost  glowed  as  You  talked  with  him.  You  must  have  told  him  how  much  You  love 
him,  because  even  in  his  sleep,  he  smiled  so  sweetly  that  my  heart  filled  with  joy,  and  I  had  to  wipe  a  joyful  tear  from 
my  eye.  Well — I  didn't  really  see  You,  but  I  knew  You  were  there. 

I  saw  You  today,  Lord.  I  was  sitting  on  a  large  rock  on  top  of  a  mountain.  Far  below  a  stream  of  crystal  clear  water 
wound  its  way  through  a  beautiful  green  valley.  Other  mountains  loomed  high  against  a  beautiful  blue  sky,  dotted 
with  white,  fluffy  clouds.  An  eagle  was  gracefully  riding  the  gentle  air  currents  that  flowed  around  the  mountains. 
You  reminded  me  that  "Those  who  hope  in  the  Lord  will  renew  their  strength.  They  will  soar  on  wings  like  eagles, 
they  will  run  and  not  grow  weary."  The  beauty  was  breathtaking,  and  well — I  didn't  really  see  You,  but  I  knew  You 
were  there. 

I  saw  you  today,  Lord.  I  was  on  my  way  back  home  in  my  small  plane.  I  was  heading  west  just  as  the  sun  was 
setting.  You  were  painting  the  sky  with  the  most  beautiful  colors  I  had  ever  seen.  There  were  yellows,  pinks,  and 
blues  on  a  bright  red  background.  As  You  painted,  the  scenery  changed  with  each  stroke  of  Your  hand,  and  I  knew 
You  were  painting  it  just  for  me.  Well — I  didn't  really  see  You,  but  I  knew  You  were  there. 

I  saw  You  today,  Lord.  I  was  lying  on  a  large  toolbox  during  my  lunch  break  at  the  job  site  where  I  work.  High 
above  a  few  cotton-ball  clouds  played  happily  in  a  brilliant  blue  sky.  A  short  distance  away  a  huge  dark  cloud 
loomed  high  above  what  seemed  like  a  small,  insignificant  world.  Large  dark  plumes  rolled  gracefully  around  and 
within  the  main  mass  of  the  cloud.  Large  flashes  of  light  illuminated  areas  of  the  cloud  as  powerful  bolts  of  lightning 
danced  within  the  cloud.  Peals  of  thunder  shook  the  earth  in  response  to  the  lightning.  Others  saw  a  threatening 
thunderstorm.  I  saw  a  demonstration  of  Your  power  and  grace,  and  I  was  awestruck  at  the  majestic  beauty  of  such 
power  that  could  only  come  from  You.  Well — I  didn't  really  see  You,  but  I  knew  You  were  there. 

I  saw  me  today,  Lord.  I  was  sitting  in  my  living  room  playing  Christian,  and  I  was  reading  the  Bible.  I  was  looking 
for  a  Scripture  to  support  my  condemnation  of  some  of  my  fellow  church  members.  I  don't  even  remember  where  I 
was  reading,  but  I  do  remember  that  I  suddenly  realized  that  I  must  look  like  a  piece  of  trash  in  Your  eyes.  I  realized 
that  Jesus  died  to  pay  the  price  for  the  sins  I  have  committed,  and  that  I  haven't  done  anything  but  continue  to  sin. 
Forgive  me,  Father.  Fill  my  heart  with  your  Heavenly  love  that  I  might  love  others  as  You  love  me.  And  help  me  to 
show  others  how  much  You  love  them.  No,  Father,  I  didn't  see  You  today — but  I  know  You  were  here. 
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'Heritage    mr  on  'August  24 


This  year  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  are  celebrating  the  275th 
anniversary  of  the  beginning  of 
organized  work  in  North  Caro- 
lina. That  work  began  with  the 
organization  of  a  church  in 
Chowan  County  by  the  Rev.  Paul 
Palmer  in  1727.  They  were  known 
as  General  Baptists,  many  of  them 
having  settled  in  that  area  after 
coming  from  England  where  the 
General  Baptist  movement  had  its 
beginning  in  the  early  1600s.  On 
April  13  of  this  year,  a  group  of 
120  Free  Will  Baptists  made  a  pil- 
grimage to  Chowan  County,  to  the 
site  north  of  Edenton  where  Paul 
Palmer  gathered  that  first  church, 
consisting  of  32  members. 

Another  tour  to  historical  sites 
is  planned  for  Saturday,  August 
24.  This  tour,  sponsored  by  the 
Heritage  Committee  and  the 
Historical  Commission  of  the 
Convention,  will  begin  at  1:00  p.m. 
in  Ayden  and  will  move  to  Little 
Creek  Church  in  Greene  County 
and  thence  to  the  grave  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Parker  near  Wheat  Swamp 
Church  in  Lenoir  County.  The 
group  will  meet  on  the  grounds 
of  Liberty  FWB  Church  on  South 
College  Street  in  Ayden,  which  is 
located  on  property  where  Eureka 
College  was  built  in  the  early 
1920s.  We  will  then  visit  the  Ayden 
Cemetery  where  several  leading 
Free  Will  Baptists  were  buried  in 
the  early  twentieth  century. 
Among  these  were  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Barfield,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  E.  Peden,  Katie  Sawyer 
Jackson,  Elder  E.  T.  and  Anna 
Phillips,  and  others.  Upon  leaving 


by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

the  cementery,  the  group  will 
drive  through  Ayden,  observing 
such  sites  as  the  Ayden  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  the  historical 
marker  for  Ayden  Seminary  and 
Eureka  College,  and  the  location 
of  the  building  that  housed  Ayden 
Seminary. 

It  is  altogether  fitting  that  we 
should  begin  this  tour  in  Ayden, 
which  has  been  a  center  of  Free 
Will  Baptist  activity  for  more  than 
a  hundred  years.  While  J.  M. 
Barfield  was  serving  as  editor  of 
the  church  paper  in  the  late  nine- 
teenth century,  a  lot  was  pur- 
chased in  Ayden  in  1894  by  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Publishing  Com- 
pany and  a  building  was  erected 
to  house  the  Press.  Although  fa- 
cilities have  been  rebuilt  at  differ- 
ent sites  in  Ayden,  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  has  remained  in 
Ayden  since  that  time.  Then  in 
1896,  the  decision  was  made  to 
build  Ayden  Seminary,  which  was 
opened  in  1898.  Later  in  the  early 
1920s,  Eureka  College  was  built 
and  began  operation  in  1925.  The 
influence  of  the  Press  and  these 
two  educational  institutions  upon 
the  denomination  is  beyond  mea- 
sure. Still  later  the  headquarters  of 
our  Convention  was  established 
in  Ayden. 

After  leaving  Ayden,  the  group 
will  proceed  to  Little  Creek  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  which  was 
organized  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Parker  soon  after  he  purchased 
land  and  settled  beside  Little 
Contentnea  Creek  in  1756.  There 
a  brief  service  will  be  conducted, 
honoring  the  faithful  among  past 
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generations  who  have  preserved 
our  heritage  and  transmitted  to  us 
a  legacy  that  we  cherish.  The 
group  will  then  move  on  to  the 
cemetery  where  Joseph  Parker 
was  laid  to  rest  in  1791.  This  cem- 
etery is  located  between  U.S.  258 
and  Wheat  Swamp  Church  (now 
Disciples  of  Christ),  which  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  North  Lenoir  High 
School.  There  a  brief  service  will 
be  held  in  which  recognition  will 
be  given  to  the  contribution  of  Jo- 
seph Parker  at  a  time  when  the  fu- 
ture of  the  denomination  looked 
dark.  Because  of  the  faithful  wit- 
ness of  this  man,  along  with  a  few 
others  of  his  generation,  the 
legacy  which  is  ours  today  was 
kept  and  passed  on  to  later  gen- 
erations. 

It  is  important  that  we  celebrate 
the  lives  of  those  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  our  denomination 
and  others  who  have  built  upon 
that  foundation.  Participation  in 
this  tour  will  help  to  increase  our 
knowledge  of  the  past  and  our  ap- 
preciation for  the  sacrifices  made 
by  those  who  have  "fought  the 
good  fight  and  have  kept  the 
faith,"  so  that  we  today  might  not 
only  share  in  the  fruits  of  their  la- 
bors but  also  continue  to  build 
upon  the  spiritual  edifice  in  which 
their  lives  played  such  an  impor- 
tant role. 

The  use  of  church  buses,  church 
vans,  and  car  pooling  will  better 
facilitate  the  movement  of  the 
group  from  one  location  to  an- 
other. Begin  making  plans  now  to 
join  us  on  this  Heritage  Tour  on 
August  24. 


T'he  Tree  Witt (Baptist  'Historical  CoCCection 

(The  following  article  is  a  chapter  that  is  included  in  the  book  entitled 
A  Short  History  of  Mount  Olive  College,  written  by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper) 


Submitted  by  Gary  Fenton  Barefoot,  Curator 


Gary  F.  Barefoot,  curator  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection,  receives  a 
gift  to  the  Collection  from  Victor  T.  Jones,  Jr.  ofNezv  Haven  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Craven  County. 


Because  of  its  distinctiveness  and 
value  to  the  relationship  between 
Mount  Olive  College  and  its 
sponsoring  church,  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Historical  Collection  merits 
special  consideration  in  the  history  of 
the  College. 

Until  the  creation  of  the  Collection, 
historical  resources  relating  to  Free 
Will  Baptists  in  the  South  were 
virtually  nonexistent,  except  for  some 
fragmentary  items  in  private 
collections. 

The  library  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Ayden,  NC 
(also  known  as  Ayden  Seminary)  did 
report  in  1910  "a  few  records  of  local 
churches  and  other  religious 
organizations,  historical  sketches, 
biographical  data,  sermons,  etc." 
(William  Henry  Allison's  Inventory  of 
Unpublished  Materials  For  American 
Religious  History  In  Protestant  Church 
Archives  and  Other  Rep'ositories, 


Washington:  Carnegie  Institution, 
1910).  Whatever  this  collection  might 
have  contained,  however,  was 
apparently  destroyed  in  1931  by  the 
fire  which  razed  Eureka  College, 
successor  institution  to  the  Seminary. 

In  subsequent  years,  reports  of  the 
Historical  Commission  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  raised  an 
awareness  of  the  scarcity  of  historical 
records  of  the  denomination,  and  in 
1954,  the  Commission  recommended 
to  the  Convention  "the  setting  up  of 
an  historical  library  at  Mount  Allen 
College."1  As  a  joint  project  by  the 
College  and  the  Convention,  it  was 
an  idea  whose  time  had  come. 

In  1956,  Mr.  Daniel  W.  Fagg,  Jr., 
dean  and  professor  of  history  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  with  the 
encouragement  and  assistance  of 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper,  began 
to  assemble  minutes,  periodicals,  and 


such  miscellany  as  could  be  found. 
They  were  soon  joined  by  others, 
including  Mrs.  Cora  Lee  Garris 
Spivey  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Anna 
Garris  Hill  of  Ayden,  and  other 
alumni  of  the  Seminary  and  Eureka 
College.  Also  supporting  this  effort 
were  Mrs.  Mildred  S.  Councill, 
Librarian;  George  Stevenson,  Jr.,  then 
a  student  at  the  College  and  an  avid 
historian  of  the  denomination;  and 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Moye.  With  the  cooperation 
of  the  Historical  Commission  of  the 
Convention,  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Collection  was  officially 
organized  in  1957. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the 
Collection,  from  its  organization,  has 
been  to  preserve  information  on  Free 
Will  Baptists  and  related  bodies  as  a 
resource  for  churches  and  interested 
individuals  and  to  support  research 
for  scholarly  publications  on  the 
history,  faith,  and  work  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists. 

From  these  meager  beginnings,  the 
Collection  today  contains  the  largest 
and  most  representative  body  of 
historical  materials  on  Free  Will 
Baptists  to  be  found  anywhere.  Its 
particular  concentration  is  on 
materials  related  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptists  movement  in  the  South. 
However,  it  contains  much  material 
on  the  Northern  Free  Will  Baptist 
movement  as  well. 

The  Collection  is  the  joint  property 
of  Mount  Olive  College  and  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  the  sponsoring  body  of  the 
College.  It  is  now  housed  in  the  Moye 
Library  in  a  beautiful  room  furnished 
with  some  period  furniture  as  well  as 
open  and  locked  shelving,  various 
file  cabinets,  and  a  fireproof  vault. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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From  the  beginning  of  the 
Collection,  the  College  librarian  has 
been  the  custodian  of  the  holdings. 
Mrs.  Councill  was  librarian  when  it 
was  organized  and  remained  so  until 
1965  when  she  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Barefoot.  He  remained  librarian  until 
December  1999  when,  upon 
retirement,  he  was  designated 
Curator  of  the  Collection.  He  now 
volunteers  his  time  administering  the 
Collection,  answering  inquiries, 
assisting  researchers,  and  working  on 
special  projects  related  to  the 
Collection. 

The  role  in  the  Collection's 
development  played  by  Daniel  W. 
Fagg,  Jr.  cannot  be  overstated.  He 
promoted  the  idea  of  the  Collection 
with  zeal  and  was  largely  responsible 
for  its  growth  until  1958,  when  he  left 
to  return  to  graduate  school.  Through 
a  series  of  articles  relating  to  Free  Will 
Baptist  history  prepared  for  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  during  1958-60  by  Daniel 
W.  Fagg,  Jr.,  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
George  Stevenson,  Dr.  Michael  Pelt, 
and  others,  the  seed  was  planted  in 
the  denomination  that  has  continued 
to  contribute  to  the  growth  of  the 
Collection. 

During  the  early  years,  many  items 
were  purchased  for  the  Collection  by 
monies  given  by  such  supporters  as 
Mrs.  Celia  Hart  Garris  and  Mr.  T.  F. 
Hart  of  Ayden,  NC.  Donation  of 
historical  materials,  however,  was 
and  has  remained  the  more  common 
method  of  acquisition  of  items  for  the 
Collection.  Among  the  early  donors 
were  Elon  College,  the  Discipliana 
Collection  of  Barton  College, 
American  Baptist  Historical  Society, 
Mrs.  Spivey,  Mrs.  Hill,  the  Revs.  J.  C. 
Griffin,  David  W.  Hansley,  Willet 
Moretz,  James  A.  Evans,  E.  C.  Morris, 
and  Mr.  George  Stevenson. 

The  heart  of  the  Collection,  which 
now  contains  thousands  of  items,  is 
a  repository  of  over  600  books  related 
to  Free  Will  Baptist  history.  These 
volumes  include  Morgan  Edward's 
Notes  on  North  Carolina  Baptists  (1772), 
Burkitt's  and  Read's  History  of  the 
Kehukee  Association  (1803),  Harrison's 
and  Barfield's  History  of  North 


Carolina  Free  Will  Baptists  (1897), 
Baxter's  History  of  the  Northern 
Freewill  Baptists  (1957),  Davidson's 
The  Free  Will  Baptists  in  America,  1727- 
1984  (1985),  and  Pelt's  A  History  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  (1996). 

Also  included  in  the  Collection  are 
volumes  relating  to  English  General 
Baptists  and  other  religious  groups 
who  have  associational  relations  with 
Free  Will  Baptists.  In  addition  are 
basic  volumes  of  doctrinal  theology 
such  as  the  works  of  Jacobus 
Arminius  (1560-1609),  a  Dutch 
theologian  who  rejected  the  doctrine 
of  predestination  and  election  and 
taught  that  human  free  will  does  not 
contradict  the  Sovereignty  of  God. 
The  Collection  owns  one  of  nine 
known  copies  of  the  exceedingly  rare 
Buzzell  biography  of  Benjamin 
Randall,  published  in  1827. 

The  most  valuable  part  of  the 
Collection  is  the  tediously  assembled 
minutes,  both  printed  and 
manuscript.  These  cover  the  range  of 
various  church  bodies  from  national, 
state,  and  local  groups  to  individual 
church  records  and  rolls.  The  greatest 
concentration  of  these  relates  to 
North  Carolina,  but  all  states  where 
Free  Will  Baptists  are  active  are 
represented. 

A  very  important  part  of  the 
Collection  is  the  assemblage  of 
periodicals,  ranging  from  those 
published  by  national  groups  to  those 
of  local  churches.  The  holdings  of  The 
Free  Will  Baptist  is  the  best  available 
anywhere,  ranging  in  dates  from  an 
1874  issue  (Vol.  1,  no.  7)  to  the  latest 
monthly  issue.  Not  all  years  are 
complete,  however. 

From  the  standpoint  of  scholarly 
research,  the  manuscript  collection  is 
another  valuable  resource.  There  are 
currently  over  sixty-five  separate 
collections  containing  thousands  of 
items  ranging  from  official  minutes 
of  churches  and  conferences,  to 
papers  of  prominent  ministers  and 
denominational  ministries.  These  are 
all  surveyed  and  indexed  for  facility 
of  use. 

An  interesting  record  of  history  can 
also  be  found  in  the  roughly  7,000- 
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8,000  tracts,  pamphlets,  treatises, 
photographs,  bulletins,  broadsides, 
films,  tapes,  videos,  clippings, 
hymnals,  etc.  that  have  been  collected 
and  organized.  Memorabilia  related 
to  Ayden  Seminary  and  Eureka 
College,  including  books,  family 
Bibles,  pictures,  programs,  catalogs, 
and  even  silverware,  greatly  enrich 
the  Collection.  Many  of  these  items 
were  given  and  identified  by  Mrs. 
Anna  Garris  Hill  and  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Cora  Lee  Garris  Spivey,  who 
attended  both  institutions. 

Among  the  more  heavily  used 
parts  of  the  Collection  are  the 
information  file  and  church  history 
file,  both  indexed  for  ease  of  use.  A 
separate  photograph  file  contains 
hard-to-find  pictures  of  churches  and 
deceased  ministers.  At  this  writing, 
the  Collection  is  experiencing  space 
problems  to  house  and  administer  its 
growing  resources,  but  plans  are  on 
the  drawing  board  for  a  library 
addition  that  would  provide  larger 
quarters  for  the  repository. 

There  is  much  interest  in  the 
Collection  and  in  its  growth  and 
potential  benefit  to  the  denomination. 
To  help  assure  its  continued  growth, 
maintenance,  administration,  and 
service,  various  friends  and  families 
have  endowed  the  Collection.  The 
initial  endowment  was  the  Bonner  D., 
W.  Britton  and  Lethea  G.  Sawyer 
Fund.  In  recognition  of  this  gift  in 
1975,  the  present  room  housing  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Collection  was 
named  in  memory  of  the  Sawyers 
and  other  alumni  of  Ayden  Seminary 
and  Eureka  College. 

In  the  future,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
Free  Will  Baptists  have  neglected  to 
preserve  the  record  of  their  heritage 
as  was  true  before  the  establishing  of 
Mount  Olive  College. 


'Minutes,  Forty-second  Annual  Ses- 
sion, State  Convention  of  the  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Caro- 
lina, September  15-16, 1954  (page  21). 

This  article  is  reprinted  with  the  author's 
permission  (Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper). 


(DenomtnationaC  'Ministries 


MOUNT  OLIVE 


Commencement  (Worship  Address-tyfay  11,  2002 


Be  careful  how  you  think;  your  life  is 
shaped  by  your  thoughts  (Proverbs  4:23, 
GNT). 

Welcome  and  congratulations — 
today  is  a  very  significant  milestone  in 
your  life  and  in  the  life  of  your  family. 
They  have  encouraged  you,  helped 
you,  kept  faith  in  you,  believed  in  you 
when  you  wondered  why  you  were 
doing  this  in  the  first  place. 

The  fact  of  your  presence  here  today 
is  an  affirmation  of  yourself  ...  your 
faith  in  yourself,  and  your  faith  that  the 
rest  of  your  life  is  ahead  of  you  and  you 
can  be  in  control  of  your  destiny. 

How  many  people  read  their  horo- 
scopes each  day,  seeking  some  clue  to 
their  future,  seeking  some  external  way 
to  shape  their  future  and  life,  when  the 
answer  to  that  lies  within! 

That  great  American  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  reminds  us  of  this  in  his  words: 
"What  lies  behind  us  and  what  lies  be- 
fore us' are  tiny  matters  compared  to 
what  lies  within  us." 

The  author  of  Proverbs  must  have 
known  this  great  truth  when  he  wrote 
the  verse  I  quoted  from  Proverbs  4:23: 
Be  careful  how  you  think;  your  life  is  shaped 
by  your  thoughts. 

Another  translation  says,  Guard  your 
heart  with  all  vigilance  ...  from  it  flows 
the  springs  of  life. 

Again,  Proverbs  29:18  states  the  same 
basic  truth  in  these  words  from  the 
King  James  Version:  Where  there  is  no 
vision,  the  people  perish. 

We  do  shape  and  fashion  our  tomor- 
rows by  our  thoughts  and  visions  of 
today!  We  see  this  being  played  out  in 
terrorism;  we  see  this  in  the  struggles 
in  the  Middle  East. 

We  today  enjoy  the  privileges  of  this 
great  land  and  nation  because  there 
were  those  who  passed  this  way  with 
dreams  and  visions  of  what  yet  can  be. 
The  world  and  human  life  will  be  con- 
trolled by  ideas  out  of  which  grow 


by  Frank  R.  Harrison,  Campus  Minister 


The  Ren  Frank  R.  Harrison  and 
Dr.  }.  William  Byrd 


one's  visions  and  thoughts  that  shape 
the  world! 

Governments,  armies,  and  civiliza- 
tions are  the  products  and  extensions 
of  our  ideas  and  our  thoughts  that  are 
translated  into  concrete  reality. 

Out  of  the  heart,  says  Proverbs,  come 
the  real  issues  of  life  . . .  Out  of  the  heart 
and  mind  come  the  ideas  and  the  faith 
by  which  we  will  live  or  by  which  we 
will  perish. 

Keep  your  hearts  with  all  diligence 
...  for  from  it  flow  the  springs  of  life. 
The  Scripture  from  Proverbs  says 
"What  comes  from  the  heart  literally 
affects  everything  you  do." 

Today  your  success  or  failure  is  not 
in  the  stars  or  any  horoscopes,  or  any- 
thing outside  your  own  mind  and 
heart! 

Basically,  your  success  or  failure  will 
be  determined  by  your  thoughts  and 
visions  for  the  future.  From  these  you 
will  determine  how  you  will  use  the 
mind  God  has  given  you  and  the  abili- 
ties He  has  given  you. 

James  Allen,  author  of  As  A  Man 
Thinketh,  stated: 

The  outer  world  of  circumstance 
shapes  itself  to  the  inner  world  of 
thought,  and  both  pleasant  and 
unpleasant  external  conditions  are 
factors  which  make  for  the  ultimate 
good  of  the  individual. . . .  The  soul 


attracts  that  which  it  secretly 
harbors;  that  which  it  loves,  and 
also  that  which  it  fears....  Every 
thought  seed  sown  or  allowed  to 
fall  into  the  mind,  and  to  take  root 
there,  produces  its  own, 
blossoming  sooner  or  later  into  an 
act,  and  bearing  its  oxvn  fruitage 
of  opportunity  and  circum- 
stance.... The  outer  zvorld  of 
circumstance  shapes  itself  to  the 
inner  zvorld  of  thought,  both 
pleasant  and  unpleasant. 

Dr.  Dennis  Waitley  states  this  basic 
truth  in  the  words  in  his  book,  The  Psy- 
chology of  Winning:  "You  are  either  the 
captive  or  captain  of  your  thoughts,  for 
our  thoughts  will  ultimately  determine 
almost  all  of  our  circumstances  of  life." 

No  wonder  the  writer  of  Proverbs 
tells  us  to  guard  our  hearts  with  all  dili- 
gence, for  from  the  heart  comes  the  well 
springs  of  life. 

Indeed  our  thoughts  and  how  we 
choose  to  use  our  minds  will  either  be 
the  lock  or  the  key  upon  our  future.  You 
will  determine  which  it  will  be:  a  lock 
or  a  key! 

Today,  you  are  on  a  great  journey. 
Your  presence  here  on  this  campus  for 
graduation  is  a  highlight  and  a  great 
crossroads  on  that  journey. 

You  are  a  lifelong  learner  as  you 
move  along  the  path  of  life,  and  you 
will  always  be  engaged  in  the  process 
of  changing  your  map  of  knowledge 
and  reality  as  you  assimilate  new  truth 
along  your  journey. 

Dr.  Scott  Peck,  in  his  excellent  book, 
The  Road  Less  Traveled,  gives  us  this  in- 
sight: 

Our  view  of  reality  is  like  a  map 
with  which  to  negotiate  the  terrain 
of  life.  If  the  map  is  true  and  accu- 
rate, we  will  generally  know  where 
we  are,  and  if  we  have  decided  where 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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we  want  to  go,  we  will  generally 
know  how  to  get  there.  If  the  map  is 
false  and  inaccurate,  we  generally 
will  be  lost....  But  the  biggest  prob- 
lem ofmapmaking  is  not  that  we  have 
to  start  from  scratch,  but  if  our  maps 
are  to  be  accurate,  we  have  to  con- 
tinually revise  them. 

The  process  of  "map-changing"  is  a 
lifelong  process  as  we  seek  to  grow  in 
the  image  of  the  God  who  created  us, 
and  as  we  seek  and  explore  new  truth 
that  is  discovered  about  the  world. 

Stephen  R.  Covey  in  his  great  book 
The  7  Habits  of  Highly  Effective  People 
refers  to  this  process  as  rewriting  our 
life  scripts.  We  all  live  with  many 
scripts  that  have  been  given  to  us  by 
family,  friends,  society,  and  culture. 

It  is  up  to  each  of  us  to  write  our  own 
scripts  for  life,  and  to  change  our  old 
and  often  restricting  paradigms.  We  do 
this  when  we  follow  God's  call  to  grow 
in  maturity  and  to  develop  the  gifts  and 
abilities  He  has  given  to  each  of  us,  and 
change  our  maps  in  the  process. 

Now,  as  you  continue  your  life  jour- 
ney and  seek  to  examine  your  maps 
and  paradigms,  I  want  to  leave  you 
with  a  few  brief  considerations  that  I 
believe  can  enrich  your  life  and  your 
journey  into  the  future: 

1.  Consider  the  place  of  God  and  a 
vital  faith  in  Him  in  your  life.  Fear  God 
and  keep  His  commandments  for  this  is  the 
whole  duty  of  us  all,  says  the  writer  of 
Ecclesiastes  12:13.  God  has  created  us, 
given  us  our  life  and  the  world  in  which 
we  live;  we  are  accountable  to  Him  as 
to  what  we  do  with  our  life  and  the 
world  He  has  given  us.  We  are  His 
stewards!  Our  life  is  a  gift — we  must 
decide  how  we  will  use  it! 

2.  Take  care  of  the  world  in  which  we 
live  as  His  stewards  of  creation.  This  is 
all  we  have;  this  is  our  home  for  a 
while.  God  has  committed  to  us  the 
privilege  and  responsibility  to  take  care 
of  the  earth  and  its  vital  resources. 
When  we  rape  and  pillage  the  earth, 
we  are  hurting  all  humanity.  We  all  are 
dependent  upon  mother  earth  in  one 
way  or  another.  The  oceans,  the  forests, 
the  air  we  breathe,  fresh  water,  the  soil 
— are  all  vital  elements  to  our  survival 
on  earth.  May  we  all  be  good  stewards 
of  God's  creation — -this  is  all  we  have! 

3.  Read  some  good  books.  You  will 
be  in  a  lifelong  process  of  changing 


your  maps  and  rearranging  your  un- 
derstanding of  truth  and  reality.  All 
truth  is  of  God  wherever  it  may  be 
found.  We  can  only  think  His  thoughts 
after  Him.  We  are  lifelong  learners.  Do 
not  be  afraid  to  examine  new  ideas  and 
sometimes  think  outside  the  box  of 
what  is  known! 

4.  Consider  your  country.  We  live  in 
the  greatest  country  in  the  world.  We 
are  the  gatekeepers  of  the  ideals  of  de- 
mocracy and  freedom.  What  we  enjoy 
today  is  but  the  vision,  sacrifice,  and 
work  of  those  who  have  come  before 
us.  Read  again  the  story  of  the  Pilgrims 
and  the  struggles  of  our  forefathers  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  why  they 
did  what  they  did,  and  why  some  died 
for  it!  Yes,  America  has  some  tough 
problems  to  face  today  and  in  the  fu- 
ture. Each  of  us  will  either  be  part  of 
the  problem  or  a  part  of  the  solution!  I 
choose  to  be  a  part  of  the  solution.  I 
recommend  Edward  Gibbons'  The 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire — a 
great  classic  for  all  ages.  Be  sure  to  read 
President  Lincoln's  second  inaugural 
address.  It  is  written  on  one  of  the  walls 
of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washing- 
ton, DC.  It  contains  some  profound  his- 
torical insight. 

If  we  forget  our  past,  we  will  lose  our 
vision  and  our  roots,  and  then  we  will 
lose  our  way  as  the  keepers  of  the  ideals 
of  a  free  and  democratic  society. 

5.  Consider  your  family  and  your  re- 
lationships. Our  families  and  our  rela- 
tionships provide  the  soil  and  context 
of  our  humanity,  and  ultimately  our 
sanity  or  insanity.  We  will  either  learn 
to  be  the  loving  persons  God  created 
us  to  be  or  we  can  degenerate  into  so- 
cial and  psychological  chaos. 

We  will  find  at  the  end  of  life's  jour- 
ney on  this  planet  that  it  is  the  ability 
and  freedom  to  love  and  to  be  loved 
that  will  ultimately  matter.  A  century 
ago,  Henry  Drummond,  author  of  The 
Greatest  Thing  In  The  World,  wrote,  "You 
will  find,  as  you  look  back  upon  your 
life,  that  the  moments  that  stand  out  are 
the  moments  when  you  have  done 
things  for  others."  This  is  the  truth  that 
Rabbi  Harold  Kushner  points  out  in  his 
new  book  Living  A  Life  That  Matters — 
an  excellent  book,  and  I  highly  recom- 
mend it  to  you.  He  states: 


The  dying  have  taught  me  one 
great  lesson,  most  people  are  not 
afraid  of  dying — they  are  afraid  of  not 
having  lived!  Wliat frightens  us  more 
than  death  is  the  dread  of  insignifi- 
cance. The  path  to  a  truly  successful 
life  is  through  friendships,  family,  acts 
of  generosity,  and  self-sacrifice.  By  af- 
fecting one  person's  life  in  a  positive 
way,  we  make  a  difference  in  the 
world,  and  we  prove  that  we  do,  in 
fact,  matter! 

The  Apostle  Paul  tells  us  that  God's 
greatest  gift  is  to  love  and  be  loved.  His 
greatest  expression  of  love  comes  to  us 
in  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  in  His  love  and  our  love  for  each 
other  that  we  will  discover  our  reason 
for  existence,  and  that  life  has  its  high- 
est meaning,  and  God's  ultimate  pur- 
pose will  be  fulfilled  in  each  of  us  as 
His  children. 

May  God  bless  you  and  keep  you  is 
my  prayer. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
SUPPORT  NEEDED 

Mount  Olive  College  seeks  an 
Administrative  Assistant  to  provide 
administrative/secretarial/clerical 
support  services  to  the  Office  of  In- 
stitutional Advancement.  Appli- 
cants must  have  experience  in  a 
fast-paced,  multi-tasking,  profes- 
sional work  environment  where 
meeting  deadlines,  attention  to  de- 
tail, and  accuracy  are  required.  A 
high  level  of  proficiency  in  MS  Of- 
fice (especially  Word,  Access, 
PowerPoint,  and  Excel)  and  internet 
research  skills  are  required.  Expe- 
rience in  a  fundraising  environment 
and  knowledge  of  fundraising  da- 
tabases are  preferred.  Superior  or- 
ganizational, interpersonal,  and 
written  and  oral  communication 
skills  are  a  must.  Bachelor's  degree 
with  formal  administrative/secre- 
tarial training  preferred.  Appli- 
cants should  submit  a  letter  of  in- 
terest, resume,  and  contact  informa- 
tion for  three  professional  refer- 
ences to:  VP  for  Institutional  Ad- 
vancement ,  Mount  Olive  College, 
634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive, 
NC  28365;  Fax  (919)  658-7180  or 
email  lduque@moc.edu.;  EOE 
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WATCH  OUT  WORLD— HERE  SHE  COMES 


Irene  Patten  and  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 

Toes  were  tapping  to  the  beat,  and 
lips  were  mouthing  the  words  to  famil- 

i  iar  tunes  as  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Singers  performed  their  annual  Spring 

j  Fling  concert.  Over  50  former  MOC 
Singers  helped  fill  the  Lois  K.  Murphy 
Regional  Center  to  capacity  as  Irene 

1  Patten  directed  MOC's  song  and  dance 
troupe  for  the  last  time  in  her  29-year 

ii  career. 

"I  don't  know  which  I  enjoyed  most, 
>  watching  the  Singers  on  stage  or  the 
)  alumni  in  the  audience.  They  were  all 
;  singing  along  together,"  one  guest 
noted. 

Mrs.  Patten,  who  has  led  the  Singers 
J  up  and  down  the  eastern  seaboard, 
shared  some  of  her  most  memorable 
moments,  including  singing  in  the  1985 
presidential  inauguration  and  the 
group's  first  performance  at  the  Macy's 
Thanksgiving  Day  parade  in  1989. 

In  their  Spring  Fling  show,  the  Sing- 
ers revisited  the  past  with  a  variety  of 
songs  the  group  has  performed 
throughout  the  years,  including  selec- 
tions from  Music  Man,  That's  Entertain- 
ment, Hello  Dolly,  and  Chorus  Line.  To 
add  to  the  stroll  down  memory  lane, 
several  alumni  Singers  returned  to  the 
stage  for  an  unexpected  musical  re- 
view. Included  in  the  group  was 
Patten's  daughter,  Paula. 

It  was  certainly  a  night  to  be  remem- 
bered as  special  guests  took  the  stage 
to  pay  tribute  to  one  of  Mount  Olive 
College's  most  well  known  ambassa- 
dors. On  behalf  of  Governor  Mike 
Easley,  State  Representative  Phil 
Baddour,  Jr.  presented  Mrs.  Patten  with 
the  Order  of  the  Long  Leaf  Pine,  the 
state's  highest  service  honor. 

"You  and  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Singers  have  truly  been  ambassadors 
for  this  town,  this  College,  and  this 
state,"  Baddour  stated. 


Mrs.  Patten  was  also  presented  with 
a  framed  letter  from  former  Governor 
Jim  Hunt.  "No  public  official  ever  ben- 
efited from  your  talent  and  work  more 
than  I  did,"  the  letter  said.  "It  made 
campaigning  and  public  service  much 
more  fun  and  rewarding." 

Each  of  the  current  MOC  Singers 
lined  up  to  give  Mrs.  Patten  a  rose  and 
a  taped  farewell  message.  With  tear- 
ful eyes,  they  serenaded  her  with  Wind 
Beneath  My  Wings. 

Patten's  coworkers  chided  her  about 
leaving,  and  Larry  Lean,  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Fine  Arts,  tried  to  en- 
courage her  to  stay  on  an  additional  11 
years  so  they  could  retire  together. 
Members  of  the  faculty  presented 
Patten  with  a  rocking  chair  from  the 
College.  The  chair  was  embossed  with 
the  College  seal  and  Patten's  years  of 
service. 

Dr.  Byrd  praised  Patten  for  her  lead- 
ership, her  stewardship,  and  her  show- 
manship. He  attributed  the  Singers' 
ability  to  perform  40  to  50  times  a  year 
to  Mrs.  Patten's  "tireless  energy."  He 
also  advised  Patten's  husband,  Stuart, 
about  his  thoughts  on  the  couple's  lei- 
surely retirement.  "Stuart,  you  had 
better  be  ready,  Irene  is  accustomed  to 
directing  someone,"  he  joked.  The  au- 
dience roared  with  laughter.  Ventrilo- 
quist, Freddie  Pierce,  an  alumnus  and 
former  Singer,  used  his  wooden  com- 
panion, "Richard  J.  Waldorf  III,"  to 
roast  Patten  about  her  grooming  of  the 
group  for  so  many  years.  He  jokingly 
noted  that  although  many  things  had 
changed  over  the  years,  Patten's  signa- 
ture white  hair  had  not. 

Michelle  Johnson  Braxton,  co-host  of 
the  evening  and  former  singer  joked 
about  returning  to  the  stage.  "I  made 
my  hair  big  and  my  lips  red  just  like 
old  times.  I  knew  you  would  be  dis- 
appointed if  I  didn't,"  she  told  Patten. 

At  the  close  of  the  event  a  slide  pre- 
sentation was  shown,  featuring  29 
years  of  Mrs.  Patten  and  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Singers. 

"I  am  retiring  from  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, but  I  am  not  retiring  from  life," 
Patten  stated.  Not  sure  of  where  her 
free  time  will  take  her,  she  simply  said, 
"Watch  out  world — here  I  come." 


OPENINGS  FOR 
FALL  SEMESTER 

New  freshmen  will  begin  the  fall 
2002  semester  on  Sunday,  August  18, 
with  orientation.  Freshmen  residents 
can  move  into  their  dorm  rooms  on 
the  18th,  which  is  the  kick  off  to  a 
three-day  new  freshman  adventure 
program. 

Orientation  for  new  transfer  stu- 
dents will  be  Tuesday,  August  20. 
Residence  halls  open  for  continuing 
and  new  transfer  students  on  Tues- 
day. Registration  verification  for  ail 
students  will  be  held  on  Tuesday. 
Classes  will  begin  on  Wednesday, 
August  21. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending 
Mount  Olive  College  or  know  of 
someone  that  is,  please  contact  our 
admissions  office  at  (800)  653-0854  or 
(919)  658-2502. 


PROGRAMS  FOR 
ADULT  LEARNERS 

A  Modular  Religion  Major  (MRM) 
program  is  tentatively  scheduled  to 
begin  during  the  second  week  in  Oc- 
tober 2002.  Interested  prospective 
students  should  contact  Matt  Green, 
director  of  evening  college  admis- 
sions, at  mgreen@moc.edu  or  by  call- 
ing (800)  653-0854  or  (919)  658-2502. 
The  start  date  for  the  MRM  program 
in  New  Bern  is  April  14,  2003.  Con- 
tact Dr.  Joe  Klotz  at  jklotz@moc.edu 
or  call  (800)  868-8479  or  (252)  633- 
4464. 

Working  adults,  21  years  of  age  or 
older,  who  have  little  or  no  college  ex- 
perience, can  start  what  they  can  fin- 
ish at  Mount  Olive  College  with  the 
Heritage  program.  This  is  an  excel- 
lent program  for  teacher  assistants. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  start  dates 
and  locations:  MOC  at  Mount  Olive 
on  September  10,  and  MOC  at  the  Re- 
search Triangle  Park  (888)  258-5188 
on  September  26,  2002. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  STUDENT 
PRESENTED  SCHOLARSHIP 

Samantha  Benson  is  shown  receiving  Hon- 
ors, Choir,  and  Free  Will  Baptist  Scholarships 
from  Mount  Olive  College  recently  during 
Awards  Night  at  West  Carteret  High  School. 
She  will  be  entering  Mount  Olive  College  as  a 
freshman  this  fall.  Shown  presenting  the  schol- 
arships are  Dianne  B.  Riley,  director  of  alumni 
relations  at  the  College,  along  with  Samantha 
and  her  parents,  Ricky  and  Pam  Benson. 
Samantha  is  a  member  of  Silver  Creek  FWB 
Church  in  Carteret  County. 


RETIREMENT  INCOME  YOU  CAN  COUNT  ON 

With  all  the  ups  and  downs  in  the  financial  markets,  many  friends  of  MOC  are  turning  to  our  Charitable  Gift  Annuity 
program  to  create  a  steady  stream  of  lifetime  income. 

They  like  knowing  that  every  quarter  they  will  receive  the  same  amount,  year  in  and  year  out. 

They  like  the  other  benefits,  too.  Things  like  a  guaranteed  payment  rate  (up  to  12%)  and  income  that  is  partially  tax-free. 
They  like  the  income  tax  charitable  deduction  they  receive  and,  of  course,  the  fact  that  they  are  investing  in  MOC. 

To  learn  more,  complete  the  information  below.  Once  we  know  your  age  and  the  size  of  the  gift  you  want  to  make,  and 
whether  it  will  be  cash  or  stock,  we  can  prepare  an  easy-to-read  gift  illustration  that  will  tell  you: 

•  The  amount  of  guaranteed  annual  income  you  will  receive. 

•  The  amount  of  your  income  that  will  be  tax-free. 

•  The  amount  of  your  income  tax  charitable  donation. 

•  The  benefits  MOC  will  receive  from  your  annuity. 

For  example,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  both  75  years  old.  They  give  $50,000  to  MOC  in  exchange  for  a  charitable  gift  annuity. 
The  guaranteed  rate  of  income  for  their  combined  ages  is  7%,  which  means  they  will  receive  $3,500  every  year  of  which  $2,005 
is  tax-free,  and  they  will  receive  an  income  tax  charitable  deduction  of  $17,102. 

The  Smiths  will  receive  a  guaranteed  income  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  And  the  surviving  spouse  will  continue  to  receive  the 
same  guaranteed  income  for  the  rest  of  his  or  her  life.  Because  the  payments  are  backed  by  the  full  assets  of  MOC,  the  Smiths 
can  have  confidence  that  their  annuity  checks  will  always  be  there  for  them. 

You  do  not  have  to  be  married  to  obtain  a  gift  annuity.  In  fact,  single-life  annuities  pay  a  higher  income.  Also,  the  older  a 
person  or  couple  happens  to  be,  the  higher  the  income. 

With  the  information  you  provide,  we  can  prepare  a  tailor-made  illustration,  showing  you  just  how  well  a  charitable  gift 
annuity  can  work  for  you.  You  are  under  no  obligation  to  proceed  with  a  gift. 

Please  send  me  information  on  a  charitable  gift  annuity  based  on  the  following  information: 
Date(s)  of  birth: 


Annuity  Amount: 


Name(s): 


Address: 


Phone: 

Please  mail  to:  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Director  of  Planned  Giving,  Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365; 
phone:  (919)  658-2502;  jdaughtry@moc.edu. 
   .  I 
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BIBLES  FOR 
ROD6ERS  CHAPEL 

After  a  meeting  in  Rodgers  Chapel 
earlier  this  year,  Jane  Barrow  Gainey, 
class  of  '59  told  Dianne  Riley  "We  need 
some  pew  Bibles  and  I'll  help.  Just  let 
me  know."  With  the  help  of  Darren 
Davenport  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press,  blue  pew  Bibles  with  Mount 
Olive  College  imprinted  in  gold  are 
being  ordered  in  time  for  the  2002  Fall 
semester. 

Jane  is  giving  Bibles  in  appreciation 
of  her  Christian  heritage  emulated  by 
the  daily  walk  of  her  parents,  N.  Bruce 
and  the  late  Alice  Barrow,  and  their 
support  of  Christian  higher  education 
and  their  commitment  to  Mount  Olive 
College. 

Additional  Bibles  will  be  given  by 
Treat  Brown,  and  Dennis  and  Dianne 
Brown  Riley  in  memory  of  Patricia  Best 
Harrell-Brown,  class  of  '79,  who  passed 
away  recently  after  a  battle  with 
cancer.  Patricia  loved  music,  and  while 
a  student  at  the  College  was  a  member 
of  the  New  Creations.  She  was  the 
pianist  for  the  1999  Alumni  Weekend 
Worship  service. 

Anyone  desiring  to  assist  with  this 
project  may  contact  Dianne  Riley  at 
(919)  658-2502. 


July 

is 


Mount 
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MISSIONS 


PRECIOUS  MOMENTS 


February  10,  2002  was  a  remarkable  day  for  the  four  young  people  who 
committed  their  lives  to  God  in  service.  They  showed  their  public  confession 
of  faith  through  obeying  His  command  in  water  Baptism. 

I  baptized  in  Kalayaan  Beach  Resort  the  following:  Brother  Leo  P.  Dejon, 
Sister  Analyn  G.  Aurello,  Sister  Glory  A.  Degillo,  Sister  Mergina  S.  Mariano. 

We  did  this  after  our  worship  service  in  the  church.  We  really  enjoyed  and 
felt  the  goodness  of  God  during  that  day  as  we  fellowshiped  with  each  other 
through  playing  volleyball,  sharing,  and  eating. 

Please  pray  for  the  spiritual  growth  of  these  young  people.  May  the  Lord 
use  them  mightily  in  sharing  the  gospel.  Hallelujah! 


DON'T  MISS 
Tlie  Annual  Convention  Mission  Rally 
Foreign  Missions  in  Charge 
September  11,  2002  •  7:30  p.m.  •  College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 
Come  visit  the  fields  with  us — music,  testimonies,  and  visual  aids. 
Program  Personalities:  Short-Term  Team  Members 
Special  Music  by  Judy  Bowen 
WHY  NOT  CALL  OFF  PRAYER  MEETING  AND  COME  TO  THE  RALLY? 

This  will  be  an  exciting  evening  that  you  will  long  remember. 
SPECIAL  OFFERING:  Your  special  offering  at  this  Mission  Rally  is 
vital  for  the  continued  growth  of  your  missions  program. 
Begin  to  pray  NOW  and  ask  God  to  reveal  to  you 
what  your  contribution  should  be  this  year. 


SHORT-TERM  TEAM  2003 

Now  is  the  time  to  begin  to  pray  about  the  Short-Term  Team  ministry 
2003.  It  is  to  your  advantage  to  apply  early. 

PHILIPPINES:  March  29-April  13 
MEXICO:         June  14-22 

July  12-20 

August  9-17 

Contact  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  for  information  and  to  reserve 
your  place  on  a  team. 
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News  From  Targoviste 


by  Christine  Ivanova 


Youth  Group 


Harold  and  Kosta 


Learn  to  love  the  unknown. 

Three  and  a  half  years  ago  we  began 
work  in  Targoviste.  Some  kind  people 
allowed  us  to  meet  in  their  homes.  The 
problem  was  that  others  got  jealous 
and  saw  it  as  a  privilege  which  they 
missed. 

Later  we  had  problems  with  one  of 
our  deacons  who  worked  there,  and  the 
people  gradually  lost  interest  to  meet 
together.  Problems  which  were  not 
unfamiliar  to  the  Apostle  Paul's  arose 
and  brought  division.  There  was  no 
other  way  than  to  dismiss  our  deacon 
from  his  ministry.  Later  it  seemed  that 
he  favored  his  extended  family  mem- 
bers and  was  not  honest  with  the  of- 
ferings the  people  brought  in. 

My  husband,  Kosta,  was  more  in- 
volved with  the  people  in  Targoviste 
than  I  was,  because  he  went  there 
weekly  after  our  deacon  was  dis- 
missed. I  had  my  duties  with  the  mem- 
bers in  Varna  during  his  absence.  Also 
I  was  leading  the  children  and  youth 
groups  in  Varna.  From  the  stories  of 
Kosta,  I  began  to  love  the  people  of 
Targoviste. 

After  we  had  our  hall  built  by  the 
support  we  received  from  North  Caro- 
lina, more  people  joined  our  assem- 
blies. That  was  after  the  restoration  and 
opening  at  the  time  that  Brother  Harold 
Jones  visited  us  last  year.  Now  we  have 
over  40  adult  members  and  over  40 
children  and  youth  who  come  to  our 
meetings.  Thirty-six  people  were  bap- 
tized, and  most  of  them  have  turned 
into  sincere  believers.  The  majority  is 
Gypsy,  like  it  is  in  all  places  where  we 
work,  but  there  are  also  a  few  Turkish 
people  who  have  joined  us. 


Youth  Group 


In  the  last  seven  months  I  joined 
Kosta  more  than  before  to  Targoviste. 
In  the  beginning  the  people  were 
reserved,  but  I  began  feeling  great  love 
from  them  and  felt  it  my  task  to  get  the 
women  interested  in  the  Gospel.  They 
have  become  more  and  more  open  with 
me  and  have  began  to  share  their 
problems.  We  are  so  happy  with  the 
present  building,  because  the  space 
helps  us  to  share  our  problems 
together.  We  can  sit  together  in  a  corner 
of  the  hall.  We  even  have  a  room  in  the 


house  for  confidential  talks.  Six  women 
asked  me  to  pray  with  them  regularly, 
and  see  that  they  are  changing  and 
giving  their  hearts  to  the  Lord.  They 
come  to  the  church  with  problems  on 
their  hearts,  and  they  go  home  relieved 
and  peaceful.  They  have  learned  to 
leave  their  problems  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lord.  It  is  indeed  true  that  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  changes  the  hearts  of  people. 
We  have  received  the  privilege  to  lead 
and  explain  to  them  what  they  need, 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    14   July  2002 


but  the  Lord  brings  His  Spirit  to  help 
them  live  it. 

I  hesitate  to  write  you  the  following, 
because  it  was  sincerely  entrusted  to 
me.  One  woman  came  to  me  and  said: 
"Christine,  I  need  to  talk  to  you,  but  I 
don't  want  anybody  to  hear  it."  Gyp- 
sies usually  marry  very  young  and 
have  children  at  a  young  age — fourteen 
to  sixteen  years  is  no  exception.  When 
we  were  separated  in  another  small 
room,  she  said,  "I  am  pregnant  and  I 
have  a  daughter  that  is  sixteen  years 
old.  I  am  very  ashamed  for  my  daugh- 
ter and  the  people;  I  consider  abortion." 
The  woman  was  in  a  heavy  struggle 


with  her  situation;  she  was  full  of  fear 
and  shame,  because  she  understood 
that  all  life  comes  from  God.  She  un- 
derstood the  consequence  and  said, 
"When  I  shall  have  abortion  I  destroy 
the  life  that  God  brought  in  me,  isn't 
it?" 

First  we  prayed  together,  and  after- 
wards she  decided  not  to  have  an  abor- 
tion, but  to  receive  the  child.  The  child 
is  expected  to  be  born  at  the  end  of  this 
month.  The  wonderful  thing  is  that  the 
mother  has  overcome  her  fear  and 
shame.  She  is  happy  that  she  didn't  sin 
against  God  and  her  child.  May  the 
Lord  bless  this  mother  with  a  healthy 


child.  I  kindly  ask  all  the  women  to 
pray  for  this  woman. 

The  building  in  Targoviste  is  a  bless- 
ing to  the  people  and  to  the  work.  It 
was  first  a  bar  with  a  very  bad  reputa- 
tion, but  now  it  has  been  made  into  a 
house  of  blessings.  Because  of  this 
space  we  are  growing  in  number  and 
our  ministry  has  become  much  closer 
to  the  people  who  know  so  little  about 
living  with  the  Word  of  God.  Please 
pray  that  ways  will  be  opened  that  we 
can  soon  build  in  Varna  and  in  Balchik. 
The  people  in  these  places  live  worldly 
and  are  far  from  the  Holy  Truth  of  the 
Scripture.  We  thank  you  so  very  much 
for  your  support  to  our  Board. 


Palawan  Bible  College— School  News 


The  Palawan  Bible  College  Thanks- 
giving and  22nd  Graduation  Service 
was  held  on  April  17-18,  2002,  with 
nine  college  students  having  com- 
pleted their  two  year  courses,  Associ- 
ate of  Biblical  Education  (A.B.E.);  and 
one  year  Theological  Education  by  Ex- 
tension (T.E.E.).  It  was  a  memorable 
service  for  everyone.  God's  name  was 
glorified.  His  people  were  encouraged 
and  challenged.  God  intends  for  us  to 
pursue  and  be  involved  in  the  procla- 
mation of  the  Gospel  to  all  the  world 
making  disciples  of  all  nations.  Our 


1 

"  vs.  * 

"i    '"' " 

If  i,  *  *  .$ 

 i  ft 

w 

College  Graduating  Class  2001-2002 


Graduates  and  their  parents  at  the 
Baccalaureate  Thanksgiving  Service. 


by  the  Rev.  Fidel  B.  Presto 

special  guest  was  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
North  Carolina,  U.S.A.,  who  gave  an 
insightful  message  from  the  Lord  en- 
titled, "Whom  Shall  I  Send  and  Who 
Will  Go?  Here  Am  I,  Send  Me." 

The  entire  Free  Will  Baptist  Christian 
School  kindergarten  from  Palawan 
gave  thanks  and  glory  to  God  for  the 
success  of  the  Ninth  Commencement 
exercises  held  on  March  18, 2002,  at  the 
Abo- Abo,  Sofronio  Espanola;  March  20, 
2002,  at  the  Apo-Aporawan  and 
Plaridel,  Aborlan;  March  22, 2002,  at  the 


Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 


Palawan  Bible  College  campus,  Puerto 
Princesa  City,  and  March  23,  2002,  at 
the  Narra.  There  were  92  kindergarten 
graduates  from  seven  schools.  This  re- 
flects the  challenge  of  the  word  of  God, 
"Tell  the  World  of  His  Love."  We  praise 
God  for  another  wonderful  school  year. 
Please  continue  to  pray  for  these  gradu- 
ates as  they  following  God's  leading  in 
their  lives. 


Bancao — Bancao  Old  Buncag  San  Jose 
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Abo- Abo 


CHILDREN'S 


HOME 


CAN  YOU  HELP? 
Needs  List 

Paper  Products 
Personal  Care  Items 
Laundry  Supplies 
Cleaning  Supplies 
Encarta  2001  CD-ROM 

Encyclopedia 
Tall  Kitchen  Garbage  Cans 
Electric  Deep  Fryer 
Large  Frying  Pans 
Shower  Caddies 
Toaster  Oven 
Cordless  Telephones 
Large  Plastic  Storage 
Containers 
Blenders 
Food  Processors 
Portable  Sewing  Machine 
4  Slice  Toaster 
Large  Electric  Griddles 
Playstation 
Playstation  Games 
(Jeopardy,  Winnie  The  Pooh, 
Crash  Bandicoot  "CTR, "  Ms. 
Pac  Man) 
Refrigerator 
Computers 
Large  Screen  TV  for 
Recreation  Center 
Heavy  Duty  Picnic  Tables 
Ironing  Boards 
Bed  in  Bag  (single  for  boys) 
Patio  Furniture 
Magazine  subscriptions 
Shoe  Racks  for  Closets 
All  Types  of  Pots  and  Pans 
Charter  bus  for  summer  trip 
(approx.  $1500) 
•  Large  Pictures  for  Cottages 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  VISITS  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Casey's  Chapel  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC,  visited 
the  Children's  Home  on  May  31,  2002.  They  toured  the  campus,  including  a 
cottage  and  the  church,  learning  about  our  services  and  programs.  They  de- 
livered goodie  bags  containing  snacks  and  personal  care  items  for  the  chil- 
dren. A  donation  was  also  given  to  the  Home.  We  appreciate  our  church  groups, 
especially  the  woman's  auxiliaries  who  support  our  Children's  Home  minis- 
try. 


Creative  Corncr 


THE  SHEPHERD 

When  will  the  Shepherd  return 
To  bring  the  last  flock 
To  the  evergreen  pasture 
With  ever  running  water 
No  more  hurting 
No  more  lost  sheep 
Every  ewe,  ram,  and  lamb  found 
And  brought  to  the  pasture 
Of  peace  and  love 
By  the  Shepherd 
Who  guides 
His  sheep 
Along  the 
Rough  terrain 
To  find  the  pasture  of 
everlasting  life. 

by  Alicia  Nowlin 
Resident  of  Central  Cottage 


THEY  MAKE 
UP  OUR  SOUL 

Jesus — the  name  most  condemned 
by  evil,  with  God  only  the  more 
loathed.  He  is  our  only  shield 
against  darkness,  with  love  glowing 
as  bright  as  the  sun  in  its 
simplicity.  Life  is  but  a  test  to  see 
if  we  are  worhty  of  His  home,  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Weeping  for 
us  day  and  night,  for  He  will  never 

forget,  and  will  always  forgive, 
spreading  His  own  blood  over  us. 
A  new  person  we  shall  become 
with  no  pain,  or  sorrow;  evil  no  more 
in  His  presence.  God  is  love, 
Jesus  is  life,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
our  will  to  serve  them  for  the  rest 
of  eternity;  as  one, 
they  make  up  our  soul. 

by  Gene  Goody 
Resident  of  Shepherd's  House 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    16    July  2002 


CONVENTION 


UPDATE 


Andrea  Cox,  Administrative  Assistant 

Convention  Nomination  Procedures 
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An  announcement  of  vacancies  to  be 
filled  at  the  2002  Convention  is  being 
made  to  the  boards  and  committees  of 
the  Convention,  churches,  ministers, 
and  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist,  inviting 
recommendations.  Recommendations 
must  include  the  name,  church 
occupation,  and  a  short  paragraph 
describing  qualifications  and /or  gifts 
the  person  would  bring  to  the  board, 


committee,  or  office,  and  the  name  of 
the  person  or  group  making  the 
recommendation.  Recommendations 
will  be  received  through  July  31,  2002. 
The  Nominating  Committee  will  make 
its  decisions,  contact  persons  to  be 
nominated,  and  prepare  a  written 
report  for  inclusion  in  the  Convention 
Report  Book.  In  the  event  the 
Nominating  Committee  decides  to 


nominate  someone  not  recommended 
by  a  board  or  director,  the  director  will 
be  consulted. 


Resolution  Committee 

Please  send  any  proposed 
Resolutions  to:  Resolution  Committee, 
Convention  Headquarters,  PO  Box  39, 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


Vacancies  To  Be  Filled  At  The  2002  Convention 


Offices: 

President  (2004) 
Vice  President  (2004) 

Executive  Committee 

Cape  Fear  Representative  (2004) 
Central  Representative  (2004) 
Eastern  Representative  (2004) 
Piedmont  Representative  2003) 

Children's  Home  Board: 

3  vacancies  with  terms  ending  in  the 
year  2006 

Church  Finance  Association  Repre- 
sentative: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2003 

Cragmont  Assembly  Stock  Represen- 
tative: 

2  vacancies  with  terms  ending  in  the 
year  2005 


Foreign  Missions: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2006 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation 
Representative: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2003 

Home  Missions: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2009 

Ministers'  Program: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2007 

Mount  Olive  College: 

5  vacancies  with  terms  ending  in  the 
year  2008 

Retirement  Ministries: 

2  vacancies  with  terms  ending  in  the 
year  2007 


Convention  Board  of  Trustees: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2005 

Chaplains  Commission: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2007 

Commissin  of  OFWB  College  Student 
Fellowships: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2005 

Historical  Commission: 

1  vacancy  with  term  ending  in  the  year 
2005 

Layman's  League  Board: 

4  vacancies  with  terms  ending  in  the 
year  2005 

Sunday  School  Board: 

3  vacancies  with  terms  ending  in  the 
year  2005 


I  (we)  would  like  to  recommend 


for  consideration  by  the  Nominating 
Committed  to  fill  the  Vacancy: 


Please  provide  the  following  information 
about  the  nominee: 
Church  Membership 

Conference  "  


Recommendation  Form 

Occupation  

Qualifications  and /or  gifts  this  person 
would  bring  to  the  position: 


Date: 


Signature  of  person  or  group  making  the 
recommendation: 


Mail  form  to: 

Nominating  Committee 
PO  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

(Forms  should  be  postmarked  no  later 
than  July  31,  2002) 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


CHARMS 


ANNOUNCING 


Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School  Teacher 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Year  Awards 

The  Teacher  and  Superintendent  of  the  Year  Awards  make  up  a  program  sponsored  by  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Ministry.  The  awards  are  funded  by  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Morris.  The  purpose  of  the  awards  program  is  to 
advance,  promote,  and  improve  the  effectiveness  of  the  Sunday  school.  By  recognizing  the  most  effective  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  superintendent,  the  funds  from  the  awards  would  be  used  to  do  something  extra  for  Sunday 
School  that  would  not  ordinarily  be  available.  Each  award  carries  with  it  a  $1,000.00  gift  and  a  plaque.  The  recipients' 
names  will  be  added  to  larger  plaques  that  will  hang  in  Heritage  Hall  at  the  Headquarters.  The  first  award  will  be 
granted  at  the  annual  convening  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  September,  2002.  The  subsequent 
awards  will  be  granted  at  the  annual  Sunday  School  Institute  in  the  spring  of  each  year.  The  selection  of  the  Teacher  of 
the  Year  and  Superintendent  of  the  Year  will  be  determined  by  an  anonymous  committee  comprised  of  pastors,  teach- 
ers, superintendents  and /or  parents  of  Sunday  School  students. 

There  are  three  suggested  categories  for  the  use  of  the  funds  by  the  recipients.  They  are  as  follows: 

•  Provide  overall  learning  resources  for  the  Sunday  school  officers  and  teachers  (establish  a  library,  maps  for  the 
classrooms,  supplemental  teaching  aids,  study  aids  for  the  teachers,  AV  equipment  and  other  materials  that  would 
be  necessary  to  carry  on  an  effective  program); 

•  Provide  individual  learning  experiences  for  the  recipient  (funds  to  attend  workshops,  conferences,  seminars  that 
would  help  that  recipient  to  do  a  better  job); 

•  Provide  group  learning  experiences  for  Sunday  School  as  a  whole  or  a  particular  class  (retreats,  local  training 
programs) 

The  nominations  can  be  submitted  by  anyone  in  the  church.  However,  each  nomination  must  be  accompanied  by 
two  letters  of  recommendation,  one  from  the  pastor  and  one  from  someone  in  Sunday  School  leadership  or  gover- 
nance. These  letters  of  recommendation  should  be  placed  in  a  sealed  envelope  with  the  writer's  name  written  across 
the  seal,  since  they  are  considered  to  be  confidential.  Nomination  forms  can  be  obtained  by  requesting  them  from  Mrs. 
Mary  Dudley  at  the  Sunday  School  office  or  by  getting  them  from  the  pastor  or  Sunday  School  superintendent  of  the 
local  church.  It  is  suggested  that  the  pastor  or  superintendent  be  responsible  for  returning  all  the  forms  including  the 
nomination  forms  and  letters  of  recommendation.  All  forms  MUST  be  submitted  by  Monday,  July  29,  2002  to  the 
Sunday  School  office  at  the  Convention  Headquarters.  The  address  follows: 

Mrs.  Mary  Dudley,  Director 
OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 
PO  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963 

Who  can  be  nominated?  Any  of  the  active  Sunday  School  teachers  or  the  superintendent.  There  are  no  limits  to  the 
number  of  nominations  from  any  church,  but  you  must  remember  that  the  nominations  must  have  two  letters  of 
recommendation. 

All  nominees  will  be  notified  by  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley  and  should  be  present  at  the  annual  Convention  in  September  or 
have  someone  to  represent  them.  The  particular  time  of  the  presentation  will  be  determined  at  a  later  date,  but  all  will 
be  notified.  All  nominees  will  be  recognized  with  a  certificate.  The  winners'  churches  will  be  recognized  with  a  special 
certificate. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  desire  further  information,  write  or  call  the  Sunday  School  office  at  the  Convention 
Headquarters. 
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ANNOUNCING  THE  EASTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  CONFERENCE 


Below  you  will  find  pertinent  informa- 
tion concerning  the  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina Christian  Education  Conference 
(Coastal  Satellite  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
Christian  Education  Association).  The 
Conference  will  be  held  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  August  16-17,  2002  at  the 
Riverfront  Convention  Center  in  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina.  Please  contact  Mrs. 
Mary  Dudley  at  the  Sunday  School  Of- 
fice at  the  Convention  Headquarters  in 
Ayden,  NC;  phone,  (252)  746-4963  dur- 
ing office  hours  or  at  her  home,  (252)  568- 
3311  after  9  p.m.  for  any  further  informa- 
tion. Brochures  will  be  available  during 
July. 

•  Comfort  Suites  is  the  official  motel  for 
the  Conference.  The  guaranteed  price 
is  $94.50  inclusive  of  tax  and  hot,  de- 
luxe continental  breakfast  for  those 
who  wish  overnight  accommodations. 
This  is  an  excellent  price  considering 
the  location  during  the  height  of  the 
season.  To  receive  this  guaranteed 
price,  please  say  that  you  are  attend- 
ing the  Coastal  M  ACEA  Conference  at 
the  Convention  Center. 

•  Day  care  for  attendee's  children  will 
be  provided  at  Broad  Street  Christian 
Church.  The  Minister  of  Youth  and  his 
wife  at  Broad  Street  Christian  are 
working  out  a  nominal  fee.  This  is  fan- 
tastic! 

•  500-600  people  are  anticipated  this 
year  over  the  two-day  period.  So  come 
and  enjoy  the  fun  of  meeting  new 
people  and  renewing  old 
acquantances  in  the  Lord. 

•  Contact  Credit  Hours  will  be  given 
to  all  daycare  workers.  You  could  get 
up  to  eight  hours  of  credit  during  the 
two  day  period!!! 

Workshop  leaders  include 
representatives  from  Cook 
Communications,  Standard  Publishing, 
Answers  in  Genesis  Ministry,  Gospel 
Publishing,  Cokesbury,  Gospel  Light, 
NextGen  Ministries,  International 
Pentecostal  Church,  Assemblies  of  God, 
Evangelical  Training  Association,  Mount 
Olive  College,  Heartcry  Ministries, 
United  American  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Advent  Christian,  Equipping  Today's 
Saints,  along  with  Free  Will  Baptist 
ministers  and  lay  leaders.  Included  in 
the  96  seminar  sessions  are  9  preschool, 


9  children,  8  youth,  9  adults,  5  general 
teaching,  9  administration,  11  pastoral,  6 
women,  4  seniors,  and  24  general  interest 
sessions.  Approximately  30  vendors  will 
be  on  hand  to  share  their  ministries.  Door 
prizes  will  be  awarded.  Anyone 
interested  in  the  growth  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  through  Christian  Education  is 
invited  to  come  and  be  a  part  of  what  is 
really  shaping  up  to  be  a  good 
conference! 

Friday,  August  16,  2002 
12:30-1 :30  p.m.  Registration 
1 :30-l  :50  p.m.     Praise  &  Worship 
2:00-3:00  p.m.     Workshop  Session  1 
3:10^:10  p.m.     Workshop  Session  2 
4:20-5:20  p.m.     Workshop  Session  3 
6:00-7:00  p.m.     Banquet  with  Stephen 
James  as  Speaker, 
NextGen  Ministries 
Tim  and  Charity  Helms 
will  be  Praise  and  Wor- 
ship Team 
Saturday,  August  17,  2002 
7:30-8:30  a.m.  Registration 
8:30-9:30  a.m.    Opening  Assembly 

with  Worship.  Bishop 
J.  N.  Perry,  Jr.  will  be 
speaker,  Middle  East- 
ern District  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  of 
America,  Inc. 
9:40-10:40  a.m.  Workshop  Session  1 
10:50-11:50  a.m.  Workshop  Session  2 
11:50  a.m.— 1:00  p.m.  LUNCH 
1:00-2:00  p.m.     Workshop  Session  3 
2:10-3:10  p.m.     Workshop  Session  4 
3:20^:20  p.m.     Workshop  Session  5 
4:20-5:00  p.m.     Exhibits  Remain  Open 

The  cost  will  be: 

Friday,  $20  (includes  the  banquet) 
Saturday,  $25  (includes  the  lunch) 
Attending  both  days,  $40 

Tentative  Subjects 

»  Preschool — Contact  Credit  Hours  will  be 
awarded  to  Day  Care  Workers 

Teaching  Preschoolers  with  Pizzazz 

Catch'em  Being  Good 

Hands  on  Workshop 

Learning  Centers 

Age  Group  Characteristics  2-5 

Nuts  about  the  Nursery 

Recruiting  and  Keeping  Volunteers 

Incorporating  Parents  in  Your  Preschool 
Ministry 

Maximize  Your  Space 
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•  Children 

Hands  on  Activities  to  Teach  Children 
11  Things  You  Gotta  Know  About  Teaching 

Elementary  Children 
Hearts,  Brains,  and  Growing  Pains 
From  Ministry  Madness  to  Ministry 

Management 
Developing  the  Character  of  the  Child 
Developing  the  Conscience  of  the  Child 
Teaching  Handbells  to  Children 
Tragic  Time,  Healing  Moments 
Equipping  Children  With  Bible  Skills 

•Youth 

Beyond  Pizza  and  Lock-Ins:  New  Directions 

for  Youth  Ministry 
Turning  Memories  Into  Messages:  Creating 

Effective  Youth  Talks 
Dress  For  the  Mess:  The  World's  Grossest, 

Weirdest,  and  Downright  Nastiest 

Games 

How  to  Have  a  Purpose  Driven  Student 
Ministry 

What  Are  You  Doing  and  Where  Are  You 
Going? 

How  to  Execute  Change  Without  Being 

Executed 
Understanding  the  Teenager 
Lesson  Planning  for  the  Teenager 

•  Adults 

Involving  Baby-Boomers  in  the  Christian 

Education  Program  of  Your  Church 
Discipling  the  New  Adult 
Adult  Teaching  Methods 
Lesson  Planning  and  Preparation 
17  Ways  to  be  a  Smarter  Teacher 
P.R.A.Y.E.R 

Rock  Collecting  and  Spirituality 
Teaching  Adults  Using  the  Master's 

Methods 
Adult  Teaching  Methods 

•  General  Teaching 

Changing  the  Life  of  Each  Learner  Through 

Specific  Prayer! 
Turn  the  Tide:  Equip  Your  Students  With 

Truth! 

GOD  Will  Work  Through  You! 
Tools  of  the  Well  Trained  Teacher 
Stop,  Drop,  and  Roll  or  You'll  Burn  Out! 

•  Administration 

The  Seven  Laws  of  Sunday  School  Growth 
The  Seven  Barriers  to  Church  Growth 
Evaluating  Your  Church's  Christian 

Education  Program 
The  Seven  Habits  of  Highly  Effective  Bible 

Teachers 

Making  Sunday  School  a  Family  Affair 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Making  Your  Sunday  School  an  Effective 

Discipleship  Tool 
Stirring  the  Ashes:  Breathing  Life  Into  the 

Sunday  School 
Building  Teams 

Applying  Customer  Service  Principles  in 
the  Church 

•Pastors 

Making  Ministry  Meaningful  (Parts  1-2) 
The  Process  of  Welcoming  Visitors  Into 

Your  Church  (Parts  1-2) 
Bringing  Your  Church  into  the  21st  Century 

(Parts  1-2) 

Creative  Evangelism  for  the  Local  Church 

"How  the  West  Is  Won;"  Ministry  in  a  Post- 
Christian  Culture 

No  Longer  Seeker  Sensitive — Now 
Reaching  the  Desperates 

Ministry  to  the  Bereaved 


•Women 

Planning  Events  for  Women 
Help!  I'm  a  Preacher's  Wife 
For  Ladies  Only 
"In  Spirit  and  Truth" 

Ministry  and  Service  to  and  for  the  Aging 
Women 

Bringing  Women  into  the  Service  of  the 
Church 

•  Seniors 

Developing  and  Energizing  Senior  Adult 

Ministry 
Who  Needs  It? 
Family  Caregivers 
Developing  Focus  and  Strength 

for  the  50's  Plus  Journey 

•  General  Interest 

The  Church  and  the  Law 

Noah's  Flood  and  Other  Bible  History 


Creation  101 

Who  Is  the  Enemy? 

The  joy  of  Sects  2  Parts 

The  Chaos  of  Cults  2  Parts 

Survey  of  the  Bible  2  Parts 

A  Visit  With  an  Atheist 

Helping  Parents  Survive  the  Teen  Years 

Four  Marriage  Preservers:  Keeping  it  Great 

Living  With  Your  Mate  Soul  to  Soul:  The 

Fundamentals  of  Oneness 
Money  Management  for  Christian  Families 
Faith  Development 
Spiritual  Foundation 
Biblical  Models  for  Leadership  2  Parts 
Teaching  Through  Music 
Involving  the  Church  in  a  Puppet  Ministry 

3  Parts 
Ministry  to  the  Disabled 
Recognizing  Volunteers 

Others  will  be  decided  at  a  later  date. 


CRAGMONT 


NEWS 


More  than  90  ministers  attended  the  annual  Ministers'  Conference  at  Cragmont,  May  20-23,  2002.  Participants  felt 
that  it  was  one  of  the  best  conferences  in  recent  years.  The  Rev.  Doug  Skinner  was  elected  president  for  a  two-year 
term,  replacing  the  Rev.  Harold  Swinson  who  had  served  as  President  for  the  past  six  years. 
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Camp  Vandemere 


by  Michael  R.  Williams,  Manager 

Greetings  from  Camp  Vandemere! 
Our  thanks  to  the  Carltons  from  Arapa- 
hoe, NC,  for  their  donation  of  a  sixteen- 
foot  canoe  and  three  paddles  to  the 
Camp.  They  will  be  put  to  good  use. 
The  summer  has  started  off  with  a  great 
and  busy  two  weeks  of  camp:  Ray 
Conner's  Missions  Youth  Camp,  John 
Thompson  from  Tabernacle  Baptist  in 
New  Bern;  and  fellowship  with  the 
Layman's  League  the  weekend  of  May 
31-June  1. 

There  are  many  thanks  that  need  to 
go  out  for  the  support  that  is  being 
shown  to  Camp  Vandemere.  Thank 
you  Folkstone  Church  for  supplying  all 
the  sub  plumbing  for  our  new  bath- 
house and  the  job  they  have  done.  It  is 
people  and  churches  like  you  that  make 


Camp  Vandemere  what  it  is  today. 

We  were  blessed  to  have  Mt.  Zion 
Church  use  the  camp  for  their  Pre- 
school Graduation  ceremonies.  It  was 
a  great  success.  The  children  sang  songs 
about  the  Bible  and  shared  how  to  pray, 
along  with  answering  questions  from 
the  Bible.  After  the  ceremony  and  re- 
ceiving their  certificates,  the  children 
enjoyed  the  rest  of  the  day  playing  on 
the  slides  and  swings  and  throwing 
water  balloons.  They  also  enjoyed  a 
meal  of  hot  dogs.  What  more  could  you 
want? 

Some  upcoming  dates  to  remember 
for  Camp  Vandemere:  July  13  will  be 
the  5th  Union  Fun  Day  at  Camp 
Vandemere.  All  are  welcome  for  this 
event.  Do  not  forget  our  Singing  by  the 
River  on  August  24.  Also  remember  our 
summer  camps. 


Let  me  take  this  time  to  share  with 
you  some  needs  for  the  camp: 

1.  Gas  Stove  $2,700 

2.  Deep  Fryer  $1,200 

3.  Toaster  $700 

4.  Drop  ceiling  in  dining  hall  $3,500 

5.  A  new  commercial  mower  $7,000 

6.  A  new  Bush-hog  $1,000 

Please  pray  about  these  items.  It  is 
only  out  of  your  desire  to  see  souls  led 
to  Christ  and  your  desire  to  have  a 
place  to  get  away  from  the  world,  that 
Camp  Vandemere  survives.  You  can 
send  your  financial  support  to:  Judith 
Kennedy,  933  NC  41,  Pink  Hill,  NC, 
28572,  or  to  Camp  Vandemere,  PO  Box 
188,  Vandemere,  NC  28587.  Or  call 
(252)  745-3171.  Thank  you  and  may 
God  bless  each  of  you. 


CAMP  VANDEMERE'S 

Sixth  Annual  "Singing  By  The  River 
Saturday,  August  24,  2002 

9:30  a.m.  Until 
UNDER  THE  BIG  TENT- 
RAIN  OR  SHINE!! 

Featuring:  The  Malpass  Family,  The  Four  in  Christ, 
Servant's  Heart,  Second  Edition 
Bring  a  Friend  •  Everyone  is  Welcome 
Old-fashioned  Gospel  Singin'  •  Food,  Fun,  &  Fellowship 
Camping  Facilities  Available 
Children's  Activities:  Swimming,  Volleyball,  Games  &  More! 
FISH  PLATES,  HOT  DOGS,  HAMBURGERS, 
AND  CONCESSIONS  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE 
Camp  Vandemere  is  a  Christian,  family-oriented  campground  owned 
by  the  Eastern  Conference  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina. 
Our  mission  is  to  reach  people  for  the  Lord.  We  invite  and  encourage  everyone  to  visit  us! 
A  love  offering  will  be  received,  and  all  proceeds  will  benefit  the  Camp. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  CALL:  (252)  745-3171 


Camp  Vandemere 
215  Third  Street 
Vandemere,  NC  28587 


From  New  Bern/Bridgeton  Area,  take  Hwy.  55  East 
to  Bayboro;  then  Hwy.  304  to  Hwy.  307  to 
Vandemere. 
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Layman's  League 


GETHSEMANE  CHURCH  STATE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

May  6,  2002  LADIES'  NIGHT 


Dr.  Bobby  Jones,  Pastor  Men  singing  to  the  ladies. 

Russell  Tyson,  Vice  President 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
'CHRISTIAN  WRITING' 
State  Youth  Convention 
May  18,  2002 


Randy  Beaman  presenting  awards  to 
participants  in  "Christian  Writing." 


STATE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
May  24,  2002 


-  I 


Elmer  Harrell,  Convention  President 


SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 
May  31-June  1,  2002 

Speakers  were  (left  to  right)  Rev. 
Bryant  Hines,  Dr.  David  Hines, 
and  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper. 


DATES  TO  REMEMBER 

July  11 
Executive  Board  Meeting 
VFW  Building,  Snow  Hill 

7:00  p.m. 

August  8 
Executive  Board  Meeting 
VFW  Building,  Snow  Hill 
7:00  p.m. 


DON'T  FORGET! 

The  Layman's  League  is  raising  money 
to  build  the  new  Cragmont  Trading  Post 
(Building  No.  8)  at  Cragmont.  You  can 
help!  Please  send  your  contributions  to 
Cragmont  and  earmark  it  for  the 
Cragmont  Trading  Post  (Building  No.  8). 

The  Layman's  League  is  also  planning 
to  frame  this  building.  If  you  would  like 
to  help,  please  contact  Elmer  Harrell  at 
(252)  747-2894.  Your  help  in  any  way  will 
be  greatly  appreciated.  May  God  richly 
bless  you  in  doing  His  will. 


"Brother  Robert  Ramsey" 

Robert  Ramsey  was  truly  a  lamb  of 
God,  strong  in  his  faith,  a  great  leader, 
always  with  an  outreached  hand  to 
help  his  fellowman  and  number  one  in 
keeping  the  Eastern  Conference  at  its 
very  best.  A  very  close  brother  to  Elmer 
and  I,  he  always  had  a  very  strong  de- 
parting word,  "Brother  Harold,  is  there 
anything  I  can  do  to  help  you  two  share 
the  load  in  any  way  possible?"  Even 
when  the  road  was  tough,  we  all  three 
pulled  together.  He  held  his  head  high 
when  we  marched  on  as  if  to  war,  es- 
tablishing Layman's  Leagues  all  across 
the  Eastern  Conference  of  which  he  was 
the  president.  He  gave  "full  throttle" 
to  show  how  he  loved  the  laymen  all 
across  North  Carolina.  I,  Harold 
Humbles,  Secretary  of  the  FWB  State 
Layman's  League;  and  Brother  Elmer 
Harrell,  President,  hope  to  meet 
Brother  Robert  again  someday  at  the 
end  of  life's  journey  as  we  all  three 
stand  before  God.  Thanks,  Robert,  for 
a  great  life  and  for  allowing  us  to  be  a 
part  of  it.  To  the  family,  Brother  Elmer 
and  I  feel  tears  of  sorrow  for  you  all. 
We  all  know  he  can  never  be  replaced. 
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People  &  Events 

Happenings  Throughout  the  Denomination 


U- 

-A 

CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  ELDER  P.  T.  LUCAS  PASTOR'S  AWARD 


In  recognition  of  the  outstanding 
service  rendered  by  many  Free  Will 
Baptist  pastors,  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Morris 
of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  has 
established  the  Elder  P.  T.  Lucas 
Pastor's  Award  through  Mount  Olive 
College.  The  purpose  of  this  award  is 
to  recognize  a  Free  Will  Baptist  pastor 
for  extraordinary  leadership  and  ser- 
vice to  his  church,  community,  and  de- 
nomination. Emphasis  is  to  be  upon 
pastoral  services.  The  two  awards,  one 
recognizing  a  full-time  minister  and  the 
other  a  bi-vocational  minister,  are  to  be 
used  by  the  recipients  to  strengthen 
and  enrich  their  pastoral  ministry.  The 
recipients  are  to  provide  a  written  re- 
port within  one  year  of  being  recog- 
nized of  how  the  funds  benefited  their 
pastoral  ministries. 

Originally  from  the  Union  Grove 
Church  near  Nahunta,  Dr.  Morris  is 
providing  two  $1,000  awards  as  a  me- 
morial to  the  late  Elder  P.  T.  Lucas,  Dr. 
Morris'  great-grandfather.  Elder  Lucas, 
a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  early  in  the 
twentieth  century,  is  remembered  for 
his  pastoral  services.  In  sponsoring  this 
award,  Dr.  Morris  is  seeking  to 
strengthen  and  support  the  pastoral 
ministry. 

The  recipients  will  be  selected  from 
those  nominated  by  their  churches  ac- 
cording to  the  following  criteria: 

1.  Pastoral  Leadership  and  Service.  This 
category,  which  will  receive  the 
greatest  weighing  in  the  evaluation, 
includes  effectiveness  as  a  faithful 
pastor,  as  a  preacher  and  teacher  of 
God's  Word,  and  as  a  leader  for 
church  growth  and  development. 


2.  Denominational  Service,  including 
service  to  our  Convention,  the  Con- 
ference, and  to  our  Denominational 
Ministries. 


3.  Community  Service,  including  ser- 
vices such  as  participation  in  local 
community  ministries  and  service  as 
a  volunteer  chaplain. 

If  you  feel  that  your  pastor  has  ex- 
celled in  these  areas,  your  church  is  en- 
couraged to  nominate  your  pastor  for 
this  award  by  completing  the  follow- 
ing information  sheet  and  attaching  a 
letter  of  recommendation.  Both  the  in- 
formation sheet  and  the  letter  must  be 
signed  by  the  clerk  of  your  church  and 
the  deacon  chair.  To  be  considered  for 
the  2002  award,  nominations  must  be 


received  by  August  30.  The  recipients 
will  be  announced  during  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in 
September  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

The  selection  committee  for  this 
award  includes  representatives  from 
the  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Associa- 
tion and  Mount  Olive  College. 

Please  return  this  form  along  with  a 
letter  of  recommendation  by  August  30 
to:  Pastor  Award  Selection  Committee, 
Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson 
Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365.  For  in- 
formation call  Dr.  David  Hines  at  the 
College  (919)  658-2502. 


NOMINATION  FORM 


Pastor's  Name: 
Address:  


Telephone: 


Current  Pastorate: 


Beginning  Date: 


Conference  Membership: 


Date  Ordained: 


In  a  letter  of  recommendation  include  the  following: 

1.  Pastoral  Leadershp  and  Service:  Describe  your  minister's  effectiveness  as 
a  faithful  pastor,  as  a  preacher  and  teacher  of  God's  Word,  and  as  a  leader  for 
church  growth  and  development.  Please  note  that  the  major  criteria  for  this 
award  is  extraordinary  pastoral  service.  Give  specific  examples. 

2.  Denominational  Service:  Note  services  to  our  Convention,  the  Conference, 
and  to  our  Denominational  Ministries.  Include  offices  held,  board  member- 
ships, and  involvement  in  special  projects.  Give  the  dates  when  appropriate. 

3.  Community  Service:  Note  participation  in  local  community  ministries  such 
as  service  as  a  volunteer  chaplain.  List  offices  held  and  give  the  dates  when 
appropriate. 

Please  attach  any  additional  information  you  think  might  help  the  commit- 
tee evaluate  the  services  of  your  pastor. 

Signatures:  


Deacon  Chair 


Date 


Church  Clerk 


Date 
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BOYKIN  FAMILY  HONORED  AT 
LEE'S  CHAPEL  CHURCH 

On  Sunday,  January  20,  2002,  Lee's 
Chapel  Church  of  Dunn,  NC  honored 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Phillip  Boykin  and 
their  children,  Amanda,  Cole,  and 
Hannah  with  a  farewell  reception.  Ap- 
proximately 220  guests  attended,  includ- 
ing members  of  their  families  and  friends 
from  neighboring  churches.  The  deacons 
and  their  wives  greeted  guests  and  in- 
troduced them  to  the  receiving  line. 
Ronnie  Warren,  chairman  of  the  deacon 
board,  presented  a  "Plaque  of  Apprecia- 
tion" to  the  Boykins  from  the  church  for 
the  years  of  dedicated  and  faithful  ser- 
vice. Refreshments  were  prepared  and 
served  by  the  ladies  of  the  church.  The 
Boykins  were  remembered  with  mon- 
etary gifts  from  individuals,  organizations,  and  Sunday  School  classes. 

Sunday,  January  27,  2002,  was  Mr.  Boykin's  last  service  after  almost  14  years  as 
pastor.  After  the  morning  worship  service,  the  Rev.  Henry  Armstrong,  former 
pastor,  came  forward  and  made  comments  about  Mr.  Boykin.  He  stated  that  in 
addition  to  his  full-time  pastorate,  Mr.  Boykin  was  active  in  other  Free  Will  Baptist 
ministries  including  serving  on  the  Children's  Home  Board,  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Minister's  Board,  the  Sampson  County  Mount  Olive  College  Dinner  Committee; 
serving  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  as  assistant  treasurer,  treasurer,  clerk,  Executive 
Committee  member,  and  Ordaining  Council  member;  serving  the  Cape  Fear 
Minister's  Association  as  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Moderator;  and  serving  as  clerk 
for  the  State  Minister's  Association. 

Mr.  Armstrong  announced  that  the  church  has  placed  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boykin's 
names  on  "The  Wall  of  Honor"  at  the  Original  Free  will  Baptist  Headquarters 
building  in  Ayden,  NC.  The  Boykins  were  presented  a  replica  of  the  plaque. 

After  the  evening  service,  communion  was  held,  ending  with  all  in  attendance 
joining  hands  and  singing  Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds.  The  communion  service  was 
always  a  favorite  of  Mr.  Boykin.  This  ended  the  last  day  of  service  at  Lee's  Chapel 
for  the  Boykin  Family. 

We  have  watched  Amanda,  Cole,  and  Hannah  as  they  have  grown  up.  We  are 
proud  and  thankful  that  the  Boykin  family  touched  our  lives  from  March  6, 1988, 
through  January  27,  2002.  We  have  grown  spiritually  under  the  Boykins'  leader- 
ship. We  are  sad  to  see  them  leave  and  pray  that  God  will  richly  bless  them  in 
their  new  endeavors  at  Black  Jack  Church  in  Greenville,  NC. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

On  July  14,  2002  at  6  p.m.,  Marlboro  Church  will  host  a  celebration  in  honor 
of  the  premier  CD  of  the  Marlboro  Boys  entitled  "First  Time  Around."  The 
celebration  will  feature  the  Marlboro  Boys  and  special  guests,  The  Malpass 
Family. 

Contact  the  Rev.  David  Charles  Hansley  at  Marlboro  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
for  more  information. 


INFORMATION  ABOUT  "Conquest" 

Due  to  inadequate  response  to  "Conquest:  Challenges  in  Teen  Discipleship," 
the  publication  will  be  suspended  after  Summer  Quarter  2002.  Its  future  pub- 
lication will  be  determined  at  a  later  date. 


The  Boykin  Family  was  honored  at 
Lee's  Chapel  Church.  Shown  is  the  Rev. 
Henry  Armstrong  presenting  a  plaque  to 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Phillip  Boykin. 


KELLY  SMART 
LICENSED  BY 
REEDY  BRANCH 
CHURCH 


Kelley  Smart 


Edward  Kelley  Smart  of 
Winterville,  NC,  was  licensed  for  the 
ministry  by  Reedy  Branch  Church  on 
Sunday,  April  21,  during  the  11  a.m. 
worship  service.  Kelley  currently 
serves  as  the  Sunday  School  Super- 
intendent, a  member  of  the  choir,  and 
a  youth  volunteer  at  Reedy  Branch. 
He  will  be  entering  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege in  the  fall  as  a  transfer  student 
to  pursue  a  degree  in  religion. 

Kelley  is  the  son  of  Larry  and  Mary 
Lee  Smart,  and  the  grandson  of  S.  A. 
and  Carrie  Dail  Paramore,  and  Glenn 
and  Betty  Smart. 


YOUTH  RALLY 

The  Western  and  Cape  Fear 
District  Youth  are  hosting  a  joint 
Youth  Rally  at  the  Children's 
Home  on  Saturday,  August  3. 
School  supplies  and  other 
needed  supplies  will  be  col- 
lected. For  more  information 
contact  either  Scott  Lane  (West- 
ern District  Co-Director)  at  (919) 
736-1423  or  Karen  Honeycutt 
(Cape  Fear  District  Co-Director) 
at  (910)  892-9975. 
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OLD  GLORY"  FLIES  AT 
SHILOH  CHURCH 

by  Pastor  Bill  Mobley 


Memorial  Day, 
May  26,  2002 
Shiloh  Church  opened 
its  Memorial  Day  ser- 
vices with  our  pastor  and 
church  family  celebrat- 
ing our  senior  student, 
Heather  Foreman,  and 
two  up-coming  high 
school  students,  Jodie 
Foreman  and  Johnny 
Hewitt. 

Pastor  Bill  Mobley 

turned  our  morning  service  over  to  the  gospel  groups  Called  Out  and  the  Kings 
Quartet  from  Kings  Cross  Roads  Church.  What  a  blessing!  Graham  Boyd,  vis- 
iting with  family  and  friends,  gave  the  benediction. 

The  church  family  gathered  outside  for  the  presentation  of  the  American 
Flag.  Remarks  were  made  by  Scout  Master  Bryant  Hardison  of  Bath  Troop 
#258  following  with  the  presentation  of  the  flag  by  the  color  guard,  Josh 
Hardison,  Kevin  Everett  and  Justin  Montana.  There  was  a  time  of  silence  to 
remember  our  men  and  women  who  gave  their  lives  for  our  country.  Our 
own  veterans,  Thomas  Windley,  Wilber  Sheppard,  H.  E.  Boyd,  Toby  Wallace, 
Jerry  Sheppard,  Roger  Register,  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Mobley,  took  part  in  the  color 
guard  presentation  of  the  new  flag  as  it  was  raised  up  on  a  new  flag  pole 
located  in  front  of  our  church.  Closing  prayer  was  by  Mr.  Bill  Mobley.  Lunch 
and  fellowship  was  enjoyed  with  church  family  and  visitors.  This  was  truly  a 
Memorial  Day  to  be  remembered  at  Shiloh  Church  in  Pinetown.  "Old  Glory" 
will  fly  high  and  be  seen  day  and  night  to  remind  us  of  the  cost  of  the  liberty 
that  we  have  today.  May  God  bless  America  today  and  always. 


MARCI  ROLLINS  JOINS  EDITORIAL  STAFF 

The  FWB  Press  is  pleased  to  have  Marci  Rollins  of  Pikeville  serving  as  an  edito- 
rial assistant  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  this  summer.  Marci  recently  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Religion  from  Mount  Olive  College  and  will  be  pursu- 
ing her  Master  of  Divinity  Degree  at  Campbell  University  Divinity  School  in  Au- 
gust. Along  with  her  religious  studies,  she  also  has  a  strong  background  in  pub- 
lications, having  served  as  a  student  intern  in  the  Office  of  Public  Affairs  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  In  this  position,  she  was  responsible  for  writing  many  of  the  ar- 
ticles about  the  College  seen  in  area  newspapers  as  well  as  those  appearing  in  The 
Free  Will  Baptist.  She  is  a  member  of  First  Church  of  Goldsboro  and  serves  as  the 
Youth  Director  at  Reedy  Branch  Church  in  Winterville.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Nelson  and  Deborah  Rollins  and  the  granddaughter  of  Pauline  and  the  late  George 
Stocks,  and  the  late  Hilda  Mae  and  the  Reverend  Robert  Rollins,  all  active  partici- 
pants in  FWB  churches.  Marci's  own  service  in  denominational  ministries  has 
included  eight  years  as  first  a  camper  and  later  a  counselor  at  Cragmont  Assem- 
bly. She  also  traveled  with  the  creative  ministries  group,  All  4  Hun,  for  five  years, 
visiting  many  of  our  churches  throughout  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  making  two 
mission  trips  to  Florida  through  the  FWB  Home  Missions  Ministry. 
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PASTOR 
APPRECIATION  DAY 
CELEBRATED  AT 
ELM  GROVE  CHURCH 

by  Nancy  Garris  Bowman 
Member  of  Elm  Grove  Church 

On  Sunday,  May  19,  2002,  Mr. 
Frankie  Baggett,  pastor,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Branch,  associate  pastor  of  se- 
nior ministries,  were  recognized  at  Elm 
Grove  Church  in  Ayden,  NC.  They  each 
received  "Very  Important  People" 
awards  from  the  congregation.  Dr.  Lon 
Pierce  was  in  charge  of  the  service.  His 
message  was  entitled  "The  Greatest 
Gift."  Each  pastor  received  a  red  car- 
nation boutonniere.  Mrs.  Nancy  Bow- 
man read  a  personal  tribute  to  each 
pastor  and  presented  a  framed  copy  to 
them,  along  with  three  bookmarks  and 
religious  lapel  pins.  Mr.  Garland 
Beddard  read  a  poem  entitled  Our  Pas- 
tors. Mr.  Melvin  Fussell  presented  a 
special  framed  certificate  to  each  pas- 
tor to  end  the  morning  worship  service. 

Lunch  was  enjoyed  by  all  in  the 
church  fellowship  building.  Mr. 
Baggett,  Mr.  Branch,  and  their  families 
greeted  members  and  visitors  after  the 
service  and  during  lunch.  We  are  proud 
of  our  pastors  at  Elm  Grove.  Our 
church  attendance  has  grown  in  Sun- 
day School  and  the  worship  hour.  We 
are  looking  into  expanding  our  facili- 
ties because  of  the  growth.  Our  hopes 
are  that  Mr.  Baggett  and  Mr.  Branch 
will  stay  with  us  for  many  years. 


CHURCHES  AND 
MINISTERS  AVAILABLE 


The  Rev.  David  R.  (Bob)  Thompson — 

is  available  to  help  pastor  on  vacation, 
for  appointments,  or  to  help  in  any  way. 
Contact  him  at  (252)  235-571 7;  Pager  (919) 
510-2083;  FAX  (252)  235-3352. 

Winterville  Church  is  seeking  the 
services  of  an  Associate  Pastor.  Interested 
persons  may  send  inquiries  or  resumes 
to  Winterville  FWB  Church,  Pulpit 
Committee,  639  Davenport  Farm  Road, 
Winterville,  NC  28590. 

ADDRESS  CHANGE 

Rev.  Carol  Hansley 
1490  Hibbs  Road 
Newport,  NC  28570-1490 


UNITED  IN  CHRIST  ON  JULY  4 


by  Rita  Jones 


Youth  from  Powhatan  participated  in  the  State  Youth  Convention  held  on  May  1 7-1 9,  2002 
at  Mount  Olive  College. 


Sandra  Peedin,  Julie  Capps,  Rita  Jones,  and  Connie  Barton  attended  the  75th  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  at  Mount  Olive  College. 


As  American  citizens,  we  celebrate 
our  nation's  birthday  in  July.  Let  us  be 
thankful  for  our  heritage,  but  let  us  be 
most  grateful  for  our  unity  in  Christ  as 
citizens  of  His  Kingdom. 

Powhatan  youth  had  a  full  day  on 
Saturday,  May  4,  as  the  YFA  team  rep- 
resented the  Cape  Fear  District  and 
won  second  place  in  Bible  Bowl  com- 
petition at  Mount  Olive  College.  Inter- 
views were  conducted  with  district  rep- 
resentatives, and  Nikki  Jones  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  the  next  recording  secre- 
tary for  the  State  Youth  Convention. 


Thank-you  to  the  Rev.  Bruce  Jones,  Joan 
Little,  Becky  Jo  Sumner,  Martha  Par- 
sons, and  Scott  Lane  for  taking  part  in 
the  interview  panel.  Thank-you  as  well 
to  Dianne  Riley  and  the  College  for 
hosting  the  State  Bible  Bowl  and  the 
interviews  and  convention  meeting 
that  followed. 

On  Sunday,  May  5,  the  YFA  drama 
group  performed  the  gold-winning  skit 
Where  Were  You  When  the  World  Stopped 
Turning,  honoring  those  who  died  on 
September  11.  A  special  "thank-you"  to 
Brooks  Lee  and  Daniel  Cole  who  filled 


in  for  those  who  were  absent,  and  to 
the  rest  of  the  skit  team  members  for  a 
job  well  done. 

Four  members  attended  the  75th 
State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  at 
Mount  Olive  College  on  Thursday, 
May  9.  Sandra  Peedin,  Julie  Capps,  Rita 
Jones,  and  Connie  Barton  enjoyed  the 
step  back  to  the  1920s.  The  theme  was 
"Here  Am  I,  Send  Me,"  and  over  200 
were  in  attendance.  Ninety-seven-year- 
old  "silent  soldier"  Alice  Webster,  and 
State  Youth  Director,  Martha  Parsons, 
were  both  honored  with  a  Life  Mem- 
bership Award  for  their  years  of  dedi- 
cated service. 

The  Relay  for  Life  was  held  May  10- 
11,  at  Johnston  Community  College, 
and  Powhatan  sponsored  a  Carnival  for 
a  Cure  with  a  cakewalk,  Go  Fish  game, 
and  hot  dog  sale.  Thank-you  to  Sandra 
Peedin  and  Cathy  Lee  for  their  leader- 
ship, and  to  all  who  helped  out  with 
cooking,  set-up,  games,  luminary  sales, 
donations,  prayers,  etc.  The  final  total 
for  our  team  was  over  $5,300  for  the 
American  Cancer  Society. 

Mother 's  Day  was  special  with  beau- 
tiful hanging  baskets  presented  by  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  to  mothers — 
Robyn  Ross  (youngest),  Beverly  Price 
and  Rhonda  Davis  (both  had  three  chil- 
dren present),  and  Joyce  Blinson  (old- 
est). Thank-you  to  the  pastor  and  his 
wife  who  presented  chocolate  bars  to 
all  mothers  as  they  left  the  sanctuary 
following  morning  services. 

The  Youth  Convention  on  May  17- 
19,  had  23  from  Powhatan  in  atten- 
dance with  most  of  them  staying  the 
whole  weekend.  Officers  Roberta 
Widhalm  and  Nikki  Jones  did  a  great 
job  of  decorating,  assisting  with  the 
program,  and  cleaning  up  after  the 
weekend's  activities.  Our  six  winning 
arts  and  crafts  entries  were  on  display, 
and  the  Bible  Bowl  team  was  recog- 
nized on  Saturday.  Powhatan  received 
gold  level  recognition  again  this  year 
as  an  outstanding  youth  group  in  the 
Elizabeth  C.  Hansley  Awards  Program. 

A  baptism  service  was  held  at 
Powhatan  on  May  26,  with  two  being 
baptized,  and  one  joining  with  our  fel- 
lowship from  another  church  by  re- 
quest. Praise  the  Lord  and  pray  for  their 
Christian  growth! 
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FREE  UNION  HONORS  ONE  OF  THEIR  OWN 


John  Heath,  chairman  of  the  deacon 
board,  presenting  Appreciation  Plaque  to 
James  Harold  Murphy  on  March  1 7,  2002. 

On  March  17,  Free  Union  Church 
in  Walstonburg,  NC,  showed  their 
appreciation  for  James  Harold 
Murphy,  a  man  who  has  worn  many 
hats  as  he  served  the  Lord  in  Free 
Union  Church  and  our  surrounding 
communities. 

He  was  born  July  15, 1924,  to  John 
R.  and  Sallie  Dixon  Murphy.  They 
lived  on  a  farm  in  the  Bear  Garden 
community  of  Greene  County.  James 
attended  Snow  Hill  High  School, 
graduating  in  1942. 

He  was  drafted  into  the  United 
States  Army  during  World  War  II  on 
September  25,  1944,  and  took  basic 
training  at  Camp  Joe  T.  Robinson  in 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

He  left  the  United  States  on  Febru- 
ary 17, 1945,  to  go  overseas,  to  Negros 
Island.  James  had  several  close  calls. 
On  one  occasion,  in  the  heat  of  battle, 
the  Lieutenant  gave  the  order  to  re- 
treat, every  man  on  his  own.  James 
ended  up  in  another  platoon,  where 
he  quickly  said,  "If  you  all  don't 
mind,  I'll  spend  the  night  with  you!" 

While  on  the  island  he  was 
wounded  by  shrapnel  from  a  hand 
grenade  and  was  awarded  a  Purple 
Heart. 

On  the  ship  headed  for  the  United 
States  with  1,500  men  aboard,  they 
were  caught  in  a  typhoon  and  tossed 
about  like  a  matchbox.  He  thought, 
"Have  I  survived  the  war  to  be  killed 
in  a  typhoon?"  But  God  saw  them 
safely  home. 

James  was  discharged  from  the 
Army  on  November  7,  1946.  Back 


home,  he  farmed  two  years;  then  he 
took  a  job  working  for  the  Turnage 
Company  in  Farmville,  NC. 

During  this  time  he  married, 
Luvenia  "Sissy"  Bright  on  January  15. 
They  had  one  son,  William  Harold 
Murphy. 

James  began  working  in  the 
Harrell-Holden  Hardware  store  in 
Snow  Hill,  NC  in  1950.  He  worked 
there  for  34  years;  32  of  these  as  the 
manager.  He  attended  Free  Union 
Church  as  a  youth,  and  became  a 
member  in  September,  1942.  The  Rev. 
Alexander,  pastor  at  the  time,  bap- 
tized 18  people  in  the  Contentnea 
Creek  by  Fools  Bridge  that  day. 

During  these  years,  he  served  as  an 
usher.  He  also  sang  in  the  Male  Cho- 
rus and  Chancel  Choir,  and  served  as 
a  deacon,  a  trustee,  youth  Sunday 
School  teacher,  adult  Sunday  School 
teacher,  and  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendent and  treasurer  for  17  years. 
James  helped  clean  the  church, 
painted,  washed  windows,  trimmed 
shrubbery,  and  cleaned  the  cemetery. 
Wherever  he  was  needed,  that  was 
where  he  served.  He  was  instrumen- 
tal in  getting  the  city  water  line 
hooked  up  to  our  church.  Sissy  and 
he  replaced  two-and-a-half  windows 
in  the  educational  building.  Many 
times  they  have  served  as  delegates 
to  the  State  Convention. 

James  knows  every  phase  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  ministries  because 
he  keeps  up  with  its  work.  He  sup- 
ports these  programs  in  prayer  and 
financially.  Missions  seems  to  be  his 
favorite  one. 

He  still  teaches  the  Luther  Heath 
Bible  Sunday  School  class  first  and 
fifth  Sundays.  Every  Sunday  he  leads 
the  class  in  singing  Amazing  Grace  (his 
favorite  song). 

It's  a  struggle  for  him,  because  of 
failing  health,  but  he  is  ever  faithful 
and  wants  nothing  more  than  to  serve 
the  Lord  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  He 
has  always  stood  up  for  what  he  be- 
lieved was  right  for  the  church.  Many 
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times  his  wasn't  the  popular  opinion, 
but  whatever  the  church  voted  for, 
James  pitched  in  and  supported  his 
church  all  the  way. 

In  the  community,  Sissy  and  he 
volunteer  delivering  for  Meals  on 
Wheels.  As  long  as  he  was  able,  he 
helped  along  with  the  VFW  members 
once  a  month  at  Britthaven  Nursing 
Home  to  play  Bingo  with  the  resi- 
dents. He  supported  this  cause  both 
financially  and  physically. 

At  home,  he  loves  cooking  break- 
fast, washing  dishes,  and  picking  out 
pecans.  He  likes  helping. 

James  sums  it  up  with,  "I  have  had 
a  good  life.  The  Lord  has  blessed  me 
and  looked  out  for  me  through  my 
life,  and  I  have  enjoyed  God's  great 
creation.  My  wife  and  I  have  had  a 
good  life  together.  We  have  been 
married  53  years,  and  I  praise  the 
Lord  for  all  His  blessings!" 

During  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice on  March  17,  2002,  Free  Union 
Church  of  Walstonburg,  NC,  honored 
James  for  his  many  years  of  dedicated 
service  to  our  church  and  to  his  Mas- 
ter. John  Heath,  chairman  of  the  dea- 
con board,  presented  him  with  a 
plaque  showing  our  appreciation  and 
esteem.  Juanita  Norville  gave  the  ad- 
dress, and  Katie  Jones  presented  him 
a  scrapbook  showing  activities  of  his 
years  of  service.  We  at  Free  Union  are 
grateful  to  the  Murphys  for  all  they 
have  meant  to  our  church  and  com- 
munity. 


JULY  EVENTS 

7   Alumni  Homecoming  on  the 
campus  of  Children's  Home 

11    Layman's  League  Executive 
Committee  Meeting 

13  Camp  Vandemere:  Fifth  Union 
Fun  Day 

29  Deadline  to  nominate  Sunday 
School  Teacher  or  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Year 

31  Deadline  to  nominate  Conven- 
tion Officers,  Board  Members, 
Committee  Members 


DEACON  HONORED  ON  HAWAIIAN  SUNDAY 
AT  WALNUT  CREEK  CHURCH 


Rev.  Tony  McLamb,  pastor,  Walnut 
Creek  Church,  LaGrange,  NC,  and  jack 
Howell  on  Hawaiian  Sunday,  May  19, 
2002 


Choir  sings  on  Haxvaiian  Day, 
May  19,  2002 


Walnut  Creek  Church  took  great 
pleasure  in  honoring  one  of  their  mem- 
bers on  Sunday,  May  19, 2002.  This  day 
was  observed  as  Jack  Howell  Day  by 
the  congregation. 

According  to  church  records,  Jack 
became  a  member  of  this  fellowship  on 
September  25,  1950.  In  March  of  1952, 
he  was  elected  to  serve  as  deacon  for 
the  church  and  was  officially  ordained 
in  June  of  1952 — 50  years  ago. 

Over  the  years  he  has  participated  in 
all  church  functions,  business  meetings, 
Bible  School,  various  seasonal  pro- 
grams, represented  the  church  on  nu- 
merous occasions,  visited  the  sick  and 
shut-ins — not  only  in  the  church  but  in 
the  community  as  well.  His  love  for  the 
Lord  has  been  reflected  in  his  concern 
for  others. 


Submitted  by  Betty  Rollins 


Jack  Hoivell  (pictured  on  right)  was  hon- 
ored on  May  19,  2002  at  Walnut  Creek 


Jack  showing  off  his  hula  skills. 

One  of  the  ways  he  enjoys  serving 
the  Lord  the  most  is  through  music  and 
this  he  does  enthusiastically,  blessing 
the  choir  with  his  strong,  mellow  voice, 
giving  it  the  richness  needed.  He  has 
served  as  superintendent  since  1975 
and  prior  to  that  as  an  assistant.  Today 
he  mentors  and  assists  the  newly- 
elected  young  superintendent.  He 
teaches  a  class  of  young  adults,  a  posi- 
tion he  has  held  many  years,  and 
through  this  mission  his  class  has  out- 
grown their  classroom — making  it  nec- 
essary for  the  church  to  embark  on 
building  additional  educational  facili- 
ties. 

He  is  responsible  for  the  sanctuary 
being  warm  in  the  winter  and  cool  in 
the  summer,  and  insuring  there  are  al- 
ways flowers  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  The 
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maintenance  of  the  buildings  and 
grounds  is  one  of  the  priorities  he  has 
quietly  assumed.  He  takes  great  pride 
that  the  Lord's  House  is  always  pre- 
sentable. 

Among  his  many  talents  are  garden- 
ing (tropical  plants  being  his  favorite), 
carpentry,  woodwork,  arts  and  crafts, 
and  painting;  all  of  which  he  enjoys 
sharing  with  his  friends.  These  abilities 
are  evident  during  Bible  School  and 
other  church  activities.  He  is  creative 
in  many  ways  and  loves  a  challenge. 

His  Christian  personality  is  reflected 
in  his  quick  smile  and  eagerness  to 
greet  and  welcome  those  who  worship 
with  us;  this  was  evident  when  he  was 
actively  employed  in  public  service  for 
many  years.  He  has  a  wealth  of  friends. 
His  value  to  his  church  has  greatly 
blessed  their  fellowship. 

During  church  services  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Tony  McLamb,  presented  Jack 
with  a  plaque  recognizing  his  dedica- 
tion and  faithful  service  to  the  Lord;  as 
well  as  a  gift  and  gift  certificate  from 
the  congregation.  Many  attending  ser- 
vices shared  their  memories  and  grati- 
tude for  what  he  has  contributed  to 
their  lives. 

Since  May  19  was  also  his  birthday, 
Walnut  Creek  Church  took  great  de- 
light in  quietly  organizing  a  surprise 
birthday  party  for  him  with  dinner  af- 
ter services.  The  occasion  was  high- 
lighted with  a  Hawaiian  motif,  with 
family  and  friends  of  the  honoree  in- 
vited to  attend  to  worship  and  share  in 
the  festivities.  Secret  invitations  had 
been  issued  for  all  to  enjoy  a  "no  tie 
Sunday"  by  donning  their  most  festive 
shirts,  dresses,  skirts,  blouses,  etc.  (their 
best  Hawaiian  attire)  and  being  pre- 
pared to  enjoy  a  day  of  fun  and  fellow- 
ship. Everyone  was  greeted  upon  ar- 
rival with  leis,  and  many  ladies  arrived 
with  flowers  in  their  hair.  The  congre- 
gation was  a  colorful  and  joyous  assem- 
bly of  worshipers. 

Walnut  Creek  Church  was  blessed 
with  a  most  inspirational  and  glorious 
day  of  worship,  praise,  and  Christian 
fellowship. 


"Who  Wants  to  be  a  Christian  Heir?"  2002  Youth  Convention 


The  2002  Youth  Convention  took 
place  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  Fri- 
day, May  17  through  Sunday  May  19 
with  the  theme,  "Who  Wants  to  be  a 
Christian-Heir?"  This  year's  theme 
verse  came  from  Matthew  6:33:  "But 
seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
his  righteousness;  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you."  From 
the  opening  on  Friday 
night — through  the  con- 
cert on  Saturday  night — 
to  the  closing  worship 
service  and  sermon  from 
Pastor  Terry  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  convention 
was  a  wonderful  event  for 
the  500  people  that  were  in 
attendance  throughout  the 
weekend.  To  go  along  with  our 
theme,  the  audience  participation  game 
of  Wlio  Wants  to  be  a  Christian-Heir? 
(based  on  the  millionaire  game)  was 
played.  The  youth  in  attendance  at  the 
Convention  were  chosen  at  random  to 
participate  and  win  prizes  by  answer- 
ing questions  related  to  the  Bible. 

District  talent  winners  performed 
throughout  the  weekend,  along  with 
the  district  winners  in  lesson  presenta- 
tion and  public  speaking.  District  win- 
ners in  the  arts  and  crafts  had  their 
works  displayed  also.  Five  churches 
were  recognized  as  achieving  gold  lev- 
els of  the  Elizabeth  C.  Hansley  Out- 
standing Youth  Program  Award. 
Those  churches  are 
Beaverdam  (Pee 
Dee),  Marlboro 
(Central),  Powhatan 
(Cape  Fear),  Robert's 
Grove  (Cape  Fear), 
and  Sound  Side 
(Albemarle). 

This  year's  project 
was  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press,  and  the  youth  of 
our  denomination  raised 
$4,525  for  a  new  printing  machine. 
Next  year's  project  will  be  Cragmont 
Assembly. 

Terry  Whittenton  was. this  year's 


Convention  speaker.  He  delivered 
wonderful  messages  throughout  the 
Convention,  but  none  were  as  strong 
and  challenging  as  the  one  on  Sunday 
morning.  Terry  delivered  the  message 
on  how  to  stay  spiritually  alive.  First, 
we  must  have  a  passion  and  be  moti- 
vated in  our  work  for  the  Lord,  what- 
ever it  is.  If  it  is  youth  work, 
this  weekend  was  a  great 
"revival"  of  strength  to 
dive  into  new  plans  for 
the  coming  year.  Sec- 
ond, we  must  have 
friendships  that  sup- 
port us  in  Christian 
work.  Pastor  Terry  said 
your  character  is  molded 
by  the  people  you  keep  in 
contact  with.  Third,  we  must 
have  the  "guts"  to  stand  up  for  Jesus. 
He  gave  examples  from  the  Columbine 
tragedy  and  the  flight  that  crashed  in 
Pennsylvania  on  9-11.  The  young  girl 
at  Columbine  had  the  guts  to  say,  "Yes, 
I  believe  in  God"  even  with  a  gun  to 
her  head.  The  young  man,  with  the 
help  of  others,  had  the  guts  to  say, 
"Honey,  I  love  you,  I  won't  be  coming 
home.  Let's  roll..."  and  saved  hun- 
dreds if  not  thousands  of  lives  by  giv- 
ing up  his  own. 

The  main  attraction  at  this  year's 
Convention   was  the  Saturday  night 
concert  featuring  Con- 
temporary Christian 
recording  artist  Nikki 
Leonti.  Nikki,  only  20 
years  old,  was  an  in- 
spiration to  all  of 
those  in  attendance 
through  her  sing- 
ing and  powerful 
testimony. 

This  Conven- 
tion renewed  the 
strength  of  our  youth  in  God  and 
also  renewed  the  commitment  of  youth 
leaders  to  provide  our  young  people 
with  the  foundation  to  stand  strong  in 
the  hard  times  of  life.  It  was  a  celebra- 
tion of  young  people  using  their  talents 
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to  work  for  the  Lord  and  a  blessing  for 
all  parents,  youth  workers,  and  visitors 
to  be  a  part  of  that  victory.  The  Con- 
vention for  next  year  will  be  held  on 
May  16-18,  and  promises  to  be  just  as 
good,  if  not  better  than  the  one  this 
year.  If  you  did  not  attend  the  Conven- 
tion this  year,  the  Youth  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  encourages 
you  to  be  a  part  of  the  one  scheduled 
for  next  year.  Be  on  the  lookout  for 
more  information  as  the  new  year  ap- 
proaches. 
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Neil  Postman.  The  End  of  Education.  New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf, 
1995.  pp.  143-197.  ISBN  0-679-43006-7 


According  to  New 
York  University  profes- 
sor Neil  Postman,  issues 
of  diversity  in  ethnic  tra- 
ditions, language,  reli- 
gion, customs,  art,  and 
artifacts  should  be  a  part 
of  education  in  order  to 
reveal  how  differences 
contribute  "to  increased  vitality  and  ex- 
cellence, and,  ultimately,  to  a  sense  of 
unity"  (145).  Issues  of  word  definitions 
should  lead  to  the  intellectual  exercise 
of  questioning,  noting  that  language  has 
the  special  function  of  time- transporting 
as  words  become  a  "time-transporting 
machinery"  (179). 

The  Value  and  Dangers  of  Diversity 

Diversity  is  here  to  stay  in  American 
education,  giving  to  the  school  system  a 
landfill  of  "social  problems"  (143).  Di- 
versity emerges  in  the  English  language 
absorbing  French  words  (bail,  bailiff,  jury, 
larceny,  embezzle,  perjury),  Latin  words 
(cheese),  German  words  (burger),  African 
words  (banana),  Dutch  words  (cookie), 
Arabic  words  (turkey),  Saxon  word 
(breakfast),  Norman  words  (dinner,  sup- 
per), Japanese  words  (soy)  (145-147). 

Diversity  also  emerges  in  different  re- 
ligions (Catholicism,  Judaism,  Protes- 
tantism) all  trying  "to  give  a  total,  inte- 
grated response  to  questions  about  the 
meaning  of  existence"  (152).  Customs 
are  diverse  too,  varying  from  Omaha, 
Nebraska  to  New  York  City.  Art  and  ar- 
tifacts reflect  diversity  in  America  from 
the  Guggenheim  in  New  York  City  to  the 
Metropolitan. 

What  must  education  do  about  this 
diversity?  Dr.  Postman  notes  three  pro- 
cedures which  he  sees  as  the  end  (or 
purpose)  of  education  which  might  re- 
duce the  annihilation  or  end  of  educa- 
tion. What  are  these  three  procedures? 

First,  education  must  distinguish  be- 
tween "higher  and  lower  levels  of  sen- 
sibility" (168).  Postman  notes:  "This 


The  End 
of  Education 

Neil  Postman 


means  that  any  canon  is  a  living,  dy- 
namic instrument,  and  it  is  certainly  not 
limited  to  those  artists  who  are  dead, 
and  long  dead.  The  long  dead  dominate 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  their  works 
have  given  pleasure  and  instruction  to 
diverse  people  over  long  periods  of  time. 
They  have  earned,  so  to  speak,  their 
place"  (169).  If  we  fail  to  distinguish  be- 
tween these  levels,  then  education  is 
watered  down. 

Second,  the  existence  of  a  canon  of  the 
higher  levels  of  sensibility  exist  in  litera- 
ture, music,  science,  and  the  arts:  If  we 
fail  to  teach  the  highest  canon,  we  reduce 
the  level  of  growth  of  sensitivity  in  our 
young. 

Third,  education  must  justify  its 
"Eurocentric  culture,  especially  as  it  is 
dominated  by  dead  white  males"  (168). 
To  study  the  diversity  of  cultures  is  of 
value  in  Postman's  view,  but  he  stresses 
that  the  purpose  of  a  valued  "education 
is  to  help  the  young  transcend  indi- 
vidual identity  by  finding  inspiration  in 
a  story  of  humanity"  (171).  Postman 
asks:  "Could  there  be  any  two  people 
more  different  than  Jesus  and  Martin 
Luther?  Than  Kepler  and  Einstein?  Than 
Milton  and  Cervantes?  Than 
Dostoyevsky  and  Emerson?  Nonethe- 
less, it  was  they  who  somehow  taught 
us  that  diversity  is  a  great  and  noble 
principle"  (171). 


Language  As  Time-Transporting  Ma- 
chinery 

Postman  is  an  admirer  of  Alfred 
Korzybski  whose  books,  Time-Binding: 
The  General  Theory  (1926)  and  Science  and 
Sanity  (1933)  distinguished  the  critical 
differences  of  functions  between  "hu- 
mans and  other  forms  of  life"  (179). 
Korzybski  sees  plants  as  "chemistry- 
binders,"  animals  as  "space-binders,  and 
humans  as  "time-binders"  (179).  Hu- 
mans have  language  and  these  words 
bind  time  so  that  the  past  can  be 
stretched  forward.  Postman  explains: 
"As  time-binders,  we  can  accumulate 
knowledge  from  the  past  and  commu- 
nicate what  we  know  to  the  future.  We 
are  the  universe's  time  machines"  (179). 

Language  is  an  abstraction,  for  words 
like  cup  or  water  are  not  the  things  them- 
selves, but  only  abstractions.  Postman 
insists:  "Abstracting  is  the  continuous 
activity  of  selecting,  omitting,  and  orga- 
nizing the  details  of  reality  so  that  we 
experience  the  world  as  patterned  and 
coherent"  (179). 

What  is  an  abstraction?  Postman  clari- 
fies: "An  abstraction,  to  put  it  simply,  is 
a  kind  of  summary  of  what  the  world  is 
like,  a  generalization  about  its  structure" 
(180). 

Language  then  becomes  a  "permanent 
map  of  what  the  world  is  like"  (181)  but 
as  a  map  it  is  not  reality,  for  a  map  repre- 
sents reality  but  is  not  reality.  The  word 
cup  is  not  a  cup  nor  is  the  word  water, 
water. 

Who  then  has  the  power  of  defining 
words?  What  is  "a  theory,  a  fact,  an  in- 
ference, an  assumption,  a  judgment,  a 
generalization"  (187)? 

Conclusion 

What  is  the  end  (purpose)  of  educa- 
tion? Is  it  to  create  a  common  vision?  Is 
it  to  introduce  diversity  but  place  these 
diversities  within  "unifying  principles" 
(196)?  Can  a  breakup  of  people  into  cat- 
egories of  grievances  breakup  the  com- 
mon vision  and  unifying  principles  that 
make  Americans  an  identity  beyond  in- 
dividual identities  in  the  unity  of  shared 
beliefs? 
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From  Matthew  14:22- 
33  we  have  the  story 
of  Jesus  walking  on 
the  Sea  of  Galilee.  A 
great  storm  comes  up 
on  the  sea  as  some  of 
the  disciples  are 
fishing  in  a  boat. 
Large  waves  and  a  hard  wind  hit  the 
boat,  and  the  disciples  are  afraid.  In 
the  fourth  watch  of  the  night  Jesus 
came  to  the  disciples  in  their  wave- 
tossed  boat.  He  was  walking  upon 
the  stormy  sea.  His  message  to  the 
disciples  was:  Be  of  good  cheer;  it  is  I; 
be  not  afraid. 

Artistic  Style 

The  artistic  style  of  the  painting  is 
that  of  the  murals  of  the  Renaissance. 
The  painting  depicts  an  exact 
moment  in  the  story  of  Jesus  walking 
upon  the  stormy  Sea  of  Galilee.  The 
artist  shows  the  waves  pitching 
against  the  bow  of  the  boat,  rolling  it 
far  to  one  side. 

In  the  background  on  the  shore  is 
a  building  similar  to  the  one  in  which 
the  mural  is  presented.  The  furious 
waves  of  the  sea  are  depicted  in  a 
traditional  Renaissance  manner  as 
are  the  simple  costumes  of  the 
figures.  The  sky  is  a  suffurous  blue 
like  that  of  the  storm. 

Symbolism 

The  symbolic  message  portayed  in 
this  circular  panel  painting  near  the 
entrance  or  exit  of  the  Baroque 
building  is  a  message  to  all  who  enter 
or  exit:  Be  of  good  cheer;  it  is  I;  be  not 
afraid. 

However,  here  in  this  painting 
Jesus  reaches  for  the  hand  of  fearful 
Peter.  Jesus  had  told  Peter  to  walk  to 


Him  on  the  stormy  sea.  Peter  became 
afraid  as  he  began  to  walk  on  the  Sea 
of  Galilee  and  he  sank  into  the 
turbulent  waters. 

Jesus  saw  Peter  sinking  and 
stretched  out  His  hand  to  catch  him, 
saying:  O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore 
didst  thou  doubt? 

The  symbol  of  this  message  is 
twofold  to  Peter  and  to  us. 
Symbolically,  rough  waters  may 
relate  to  turbulent  times  within  our 
lives.  Oftentimes  we  are  afraid  and 
feel  abandoned.  We  feel  our  faith  and 
hope  sinking.  We  feel  our  body 
sinking  beneath  a  load  of  troubles.  At 
this  moment  we  must  reach  out  to 
catch  the  hand  of  Jesus  and  remember 
that  Peter  was  lifted  up  and  that  the 
storm  cease. 


Christian  painting  in  Ponta  Delgada, 
Island  of  Sao  Miguel,  Azores. 


Conclusion 

Very  often  we  receive  important  Spiritual  messages  in  unlikely  places.  This 
oval  panel  tucked  away  in  the  complexity  of  a  huge  building  could  be  missed. 
However,  it  is  far  too  important  a  message  not  to  be  seen  or  understood. 


G-abrief  Church  Scrv*ccs 

Quality  Church  Furnishings 
Floor  Coverings,  and  Church  Equipment 


Church  Pews  t  Steeples  t 
Windows  t  Chairs  t  Cushions 
Baptistries  t  Tables  t  Pulpits 
Pew  Padding  t  Re-upholstery 


We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets  at  IMPERIAL 
Mill  Prices! 


Ask  About  our  easy  payment  programs! 

1-800-639-7397 
Visit  our  website  at:  www.newpews.com 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    31    July  2002 


VISIT  OR  CALL  YOUR  NEAREST 
BIBLE  a  BOOKSTORE: 

1-800-849-3927 


SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

□  Yes!  I  want  to  stay  informed.  Please  Q  begin  or  Q  renew  my  subscription  now. 


□  1  year  (12  issues)  $12.78 
2  years  (24  issues)  $23.96 

□  4  years  (48  issues)  $46.86 


Prices  include 
North  Carolina  sales 
tax.  Residents  of 
other  states  pay 
$12.00,  $22.50,  and 
$44.00  respectively 
(plus  sales  tax 
where  it  applies). 


Please  send  me  information  about: 

LJ  Gift  Subscriptions 

CI  Bundle  Plan  (for  churches) 

LJ  Every-Family  Plan  (for  churches) 

MAIL  THIS  FORM  WITH  PAYMENT  /  INQUIRIES  TO: 

Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159  •  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159 


Name  (please  print) 

Address  

City  _ 

Church  


State 


Zip 


(Editor's  Q)houahts... 


God's  Timing 


Things  often  go  wrong  even  at  church,  or  at  least  it  seems 
so  at  the  time.  After  months  of  planning,  the  teen  retreat 
seemed  destined  to  fail.  Kids  backed  out  at  the  last 
minute — worse  than  that,  the  chaperoning  couple  had  an 
unforseeable  conflict  just  three  days  prior  to  the  trip.  A 
reluctant  replacement  was  recruited  (me),  and  at  5  a.m.  on 
the  day  of  departure  it  seemed  that  I,  too,  would  bail  out, 
along  with  my  teenager,  who  spent  the  early  morning  hours 
fighting  a  painful  stomach  virus.  After  more 
misadventures,  including  keys  accidentally  being  locked 
in  the  room  at  church  which  held  the  supplies  for  the 
weekend,  the  designated  time  to  meet  arrived,  coinciding 
with  a  huge  downpour.  We  had  needed  rain  for  weeks, 
but  not  while  we  were  trying  to  load  lugguge,  supplies, 
and  kids.  We  persevered  and  finally  started  the  drive  to 
Vandemere.  By  the  time  we  reached  Bayboro,  we  could  see 
that  the  storm  had  been  much  worse  there.  Yards,  fields, 
and  highways  were  scattered  with  limbs  and  trash,  evidence 
of  recent  strong  winds  and  heavy  rains. 

We  did  at  last  reach  Vandemere,  where  there  was,  at  least, 
no  evidence  of  wind  damage.  Instead,  most  of  the  grounds 
were  ankle  deep  in  water,  and  the  electricity  was  off.  Air 
conditioners  and  ceiling  fans  did  us  no  good  at  all  as  we 
unloaded  our  gear  into  hot  muggy  rooms,  then  sloshed  to 
the  kitchen  to  eat  in  the  unlighted  and  uncooled  dining  hall. 
Needless  to  say,  I  was  somewhat  discouraged,  and  I 
certainly  hoped  that  those  back  home  praying  for  this  retreat 
would  pray  a  little  harder.  However,  the  long  summer 
twilight  lingered  to  allow  us  enough  light  to  eat,  and  the 
managers  had  somehow  prepared  us  a  hot  delicious  meal 
without  electricity.  (They  also  encouraged  us  to  eat  as  much 
ice  cream  as  possible  before  it  could  melt!)  During  the  course 
of  the  meal,  the  lights  (and  the  air  conditioning)  came  on, 
accompanied  by  cheers  and  clapping  from  our  small 
group.  Now  there  was  a  blessing  to  be  thankful  for  on  a 
muggy  evening,  a  blessing  we  wouldn't  even  have  noticed 
had  we  not  done  without  it  temporarily.  Then  just  as  we 
finished  the  meal  and  walked  outside  on  the  porch  facing 
the  now  mirror-calm  Bay  River,  the  sun  came  from  behind 
the  clouds  and  a  magnificent  rainbow  formed,  arching  over 
the  water  from  one  end  of  the  camp  property  to  the  other. 
In  awe  of  the  sight  I  thought  of  God's  words: 

J  do  set  my  bow  in  the  cloud,  and  it  shall  be  for  a  token  of  a 
covenant  between  me  and  the  earth.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
when  I  bring  a  cloud  over  the  earth,  that  the  bow  shall  be  seen  in 
the  cloud:  . . .  and  I  will  look  upon  it,  that  I  may  remember  the 
everlasting  covenant  between  God  and  every  living  creature  of 
all  flesh  that  is  upon  the  earth  (Genesis  9:13 — 14, 16). 

Years  earlier,  when  my  son  was  barely  learning  to  talk, 
he  loved  rainbows,  and  one  of  the  early  phrases  I  had  taught 
him  was  "A  rainbow  is  a  promise  from  God."  At  that 
moment,  the  bright  and  beautiful  rainbow,  appearing  at  the 
beginning  of  what  had  thus  far  seemed  an  ill-fated  trip,  was 


truly  a  promise  from  God.  Maybe  there  were  only  nine  of 
us  on  the  retreat  that  had  hoped  for  double  that  many — 
but  there  were  only  eight  on  the  ark;  still  God  had  been 
with  them.  Maybe  my  original  plans  to  get  a  lot  done  at 
home  while  my  two  teenagers  were  away  had  been 
interrupted — but  most  likely  the  flood  had  interrupted 
Noah's  original  life  plan  a  little  also,  and  God  had  honored 
his  willingness  to  serve.  Maybe  the  long  hours  our  youth 
director  had  put  into  a  well  planned  spiritual  growth 
weekend  seemed  unfruitful  when  few  teens  came — but 
Noah's  preaching  reached  no  one  outside  his  own  family, 
yet  God  used  those  few  to  build  the  ark  that  would  protect 
them  and  the  animals. 

Many  of  you  have  surely  experienced  times  when  you 
have  tried  your  best  to  make  plans  for  events  that  would 
honor  God,  only  to  be  discouraged  and  disillusioned  when 
they  seemed  to  fall  short  of  what  you  had  anticipated.  We 
see  all  the  hard  work  and  planning  that  people  put  into  a 
church  event  or  service  and  are  disappointed  if  only  a  few 
people  participate  or  even  if  the  weather  doesn't  cooperate. 
We  fail  to  remember  the  assurance  of  Romans  5:3-5  which 
promises  us  that  our  trials  teach  us  perseverence,  and  our 
perseverance  develops  into  character.  Godly  character  then 
produces  hope  within  us,  a  hope  that  will  never  disappoint 
us  because  God,  through  His  Holy  Spirit,  fills  us  with  His 
love. 

God's  timing  is  awesome,  and  His  rainbow  promise  at 
just  the  right  moment  brought  that  promised  hope  back  to 
me.  We  cannot  judge  spiritual  experiences  by  worldly 
success  standards  because  only  God  can  see  within  the 
hearts  of  individuals.  Each  of  us  can  judge,  however,  if  we 
are  being  faithful  to  the  tasks  that  God  has  called  us  to. 

Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due  season  we  shall 
reap,  if  we  faint  not  (Galatians  6:9).  God  bless  each  of  you 
who  continue,  despite  the  times  when  things  seem  to  go 
wrong,  to  serve  God.  You  may  not  always  see  an  outward, 
physical  rainbow  as  I  did  at  Vandemere,  but  you  can  always 
look  inward  for  the  rainbow  of  promise. 


PASSING  THE  TORCH 

The  editorial  staff  welcomes  Darren  Davenport,  who 
is  moving  from  the  retail  area  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  to  the  publications  area.  Darren  has  been  with  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  for  eight  years  and  has  served  as 
Retail  Operations  Manager  for  the  bookstores  for  the  last 
two  years.  Darren  is  coordinating  the  transition  process 
for  the  changes  in  retail  management  of  the  bookstores 
before  assuming  his  full-time  role  in  the  editorial 
department. 
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(growing  Q)TirougFi  gtcwarcfship 


by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President  Emeritus  of  Mount  Olive  College 
A  Presentation  at  the  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Laymen's  League 
June  1,  2002,  Camp  Vandemere,  North  Carolina 


Speakers  at  the  Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  (June 
1, 2002).  Left  to  Right:  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Dr.  David  Hines, 
and  the  Rev.  Bryant  Hines. 

The  purpose  of  this  message  is  to  emphasize  the 
relationship  between  spiritual  growth  and  Christian 
stewardship.  Let  us  begin  by  examining  two  key  words 
which  will  establish  the  foundation  and  framework  for 
this  message. 

Growing  means  going  beyond  where  we  are  into 
something  bigger  and  better.  In  his  marvelous  little  book 
of  spiritual  gems  entitled  Treasurers  Found  In  Passing,  the 
Reverend  Leonard  Mann  tells  the  story  of  a  small  boy  who, 
when  asked  "Who  made  you?"  answered,  "I  ain't  done 
yet!"  In  the  Christian  life,  we  are  never  done,  and  one  of 
the  ways  we  can  continue  growing  is  through 
stewardship — the  stewardship  of  life  as  well  as  our 
resources. 

But  what  is  stewardship?  A  steward  is  one  who  is 
entrusted  with  what  is  owned  by  someone  else.  In 
language  perhaps  more  familiar,  a  steward  is  a  trustee — 
one  who  is  trusted  to  manage  assets  which  are  not  his  or 
her  own.  In  human  relationships,  there  is  no  greater 
quality  than  being  trustworthy.  If  we  cannot  be  trusted, 
nothing  else  really  matters  about  our  work  or  our 
character. 

The  Premise  of  Stewardship 

The  concept  of  Christian  stewardship  is  that  we  are 


trustees  of  the  Almighty.  God  has  entrusted  to  us  the 
management  of  our  lives  and  those  assets  we  call  ours, 
but  in  the  Biblical  sense  of  the  word,  we  own  nothing — 
we  are  trustees  of  God:  The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness 
thereof;  the  world  and  they  that  dwell  therein  (Psalm  24:1). 

How  can  we  know  where  we  are  on  the  spiritual 
spectrum  of  stewardship?  Jesus  taught  that  It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive  (Acts  20:35).  If  we  enjoy 
receiving  more  than  giving,  we  are  on  the  low  end  of  the 
spectrum;  but  if  we  enjoy  giving  more  than  receiving,  we 
are  experiencing  spiritual  growth.  This  truth  can  be 
illustrated  by  what  gives  us  the  greatest  joy  at  Christmas. 
As  a  child,  I  measured  Christmas  by  what  I  received;  but 
as  a  parent  and  as  a  Christian  adult,  I  now  view  gifts  at 
Christmas  in  terms  of  the  joy  I  can  bring  to  my  children 
and  to  others. 

From  a  financial  perspective,  we  use  our  resources 
according  to  our  values.  Specifically,  we  spend  or  give 
our  money  to  what  we  regard  as  most  important  in  our 
lives.  The  foundation  for  Christian  stewardship  is  found 
in  the  words  of  our  Lord,  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
his  righteousness  (Matthew  6:33). 

To  recognize  that  what  we  have  comes  from  God  is  the 
root  of  Christian  stewardship.  This  truth  was  indelibly 
impressed  upon  my  mind  by  the  offertory  I  heard  in  the 
Duke  University  Chapel  during  my  student  days  on  that 
campus: 

We  give  thee  but  thine  own, 
Whatever  the  gift  may  be. 
All  that  we  have  is  thine  alone, 
A  trust,  O  Lord,  from  Thee. 

I  always  experience  a  feeling  of  humility  when  I  put  a 
gift  in  an  offering  plate,  and  then  see  that  gift  placed  on  a 
communion  table  inscribed  with  the  words,  This  do  in 
remembrance  of  me  (Luke  22:19).  My  meager  gift  is  on  the 
altar  which  represents  Jesus'  total  gift  of  Himself  for  me! 

Why  We  Give 

One  of  the  basic  truths  of  Christian  stewardship  is  that 
we  cannot  rob  God  and  grow  spiritually  at  the  same  time. 
From  a  Christian  perspective,  our  giving  is  not  to  a  church, 
nor  to  a  ministry,  nor  to  a  charity.  It  makes  a  major 
difference  in  our  practice  of  stewardship  if  we  think  of 

Cont.... 
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our  gifts  as  being  made  to  God.  From  this  point  of  view, 
our  giving  is  not  to  a  cause  because  it  needs  money,  but 
because  we  believe  it  is  doing  the  work  of  God. 

Let  us  say  that  a  charitable  organization  makes  an 
appeal  for  $10  million.  The  primary  question  that  relates 
to  Christian  stewardship  is  not  how  much  is  needed  to 
balance  the  budget  or  for  buildings  and  expansion.  The 
primary  question  is  whether  the  organization  will  use  the 
funds  to  advance  the  work  of  God.  Here  we  confront  a 
major  issue  on  what  it  means  to  be  a  trustee  for  God.  God 
Himself  does  not  need  anything  we  have:  /  have  no  need  of 
a  bull  from  your  stall  or  of  goats  from  your  pens,  for  even/  animal 
of  the  forest  is  mine,  and  the  cattle  on  a  thousand  hills  ...  If  I 
were  hungry  I  would  not  tell  you,  for  the  world  is  mine,  and  all 
that  is  in  it  (Psalm  50:9-10,  12  NIV).  As  trustees  of  the 
Almighty,  why  then  do  we  give? 

First,  we  give  out  of  gratitude  for  what  God  has  done 
for  us.  Across  the  years,  it  has  been  my  observation  that 
grateful  people  are  generous  people.  After  recounting  the 
goodness  of  God  in  helping  him  overcome  trouble  and 
sorrow,  including  the  cords  of  death,  the  psalmist  asked 
himself:  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits 
toward  me?  (Psalm  116:12).  His  answer  was,  /  will  offer  to 
thee  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving  . . .  (Psalm  116:17).  Why  did 
the  Apostle  Paul  give  up  the  prestige  of  his  status  as  a 
leader  in  Judaism  and  undergo  hardships  and  suffering, 
including  threats  to  his  life,  to  advance  the  cause  of  Jesus 
Christ?  His  answer  was  simple,  lam  debtor  (Romans  1:14). 

In  more  recent  times,  Isaac  Watts,  in  one  of  the  great 
hymns  of  the  Church,  expressed  his  response  to  what  God 
had  done  for  him  through  the  gift  of  Jesus  Christ:  "Were 
the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine,  that  were  a  present  far 
too  small;  love  so  amazing,  so  divine,  demands  my  soul, 
my  life,  my  all"  (When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous  Cross). 

A  second  reason  for  giving  is  to  support  and  advance 
the  work  of  God  on  earth.  Since  we  cannot  give  directly 
to  God  Himself,  our  gifts  to  Him  are  addressed  to  His 
work.  In  Jesus,  the  incarnate  Son  of  God,  we  see  God  at 
work  in  human  flesh:  Jesus  said,  /  must  work  the  works  of 
him  that  sent  me  (John  9:4).  To  know  the  work  of  God,  we 
turn  to  the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus.  And  what  do  we 
see  Jesus  doing:  preaching  the  good  news  of  God's  love 
for  the  salvation  of  humankind;  teaching  his  listeners 
about  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  how  they  could  become 
members  of  that  Kingdom;  healing  the  sick;  ministering 
to  the  handicapped  and  those  who  were  physically  or 
mentally  ill;  feeding  the  hungry;  showing  compassion  for 
those  who  bore  heavy  burdens;  extending  love  and  care 
to  the  poor  and  to  others  outside  the  loop  of  society; 
advancing  the  cause  of  peace  between  people  and  nations; 
and  exemplifying  through  His  own  life  how  those  who 
would  follow  Him  must  live  in  their  relationship  with 
God  and  humankind. 

While  this  brief  overview  of  the  work  of  Jesus  is  not 
exhaustive,  it  nevertheless  illustrates  how  we  can  practice 
Christian  stewardship.  We  do  so  by  supporting  the  kind 
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of  work  in  our  time  that  Jesus  did  while  on  earth.  By 
making  gifts  to  advance  God's  work,  we  are  expressing 
our  gratitude  for  what  God  has  done  for  us  and  we  are 
also  showing  that  we  are  faithful  trustees  of  the  resources 
He  has  entrusted  to  us. 

A  third  reason  for  giving  is  to  nurture  our  spiritual 
life.  Although  God  Himself  does  not  need  anything  we 
have,  we  need  to  give  for  our  own  spiritual  well-being. 
One  of  the  basic  truths  Jesus  taught  us  about  stewardship 
is  that  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive  (Acts  20:35) 

People  do  not  give  because  they  are  wealthy.  We  all 
know  people  who  are  rich  but  who  give  little  or  nothing, 
but  we  also  know  people  who  have  very  limited  resources 
but  who  give  liberally.  What  makes  the  difference?  The 
difference  is  the  inward  quality  of  their  lives.  People  give 
because  they  are  grateful,  because  they  want  to  advance 
God's  work,  because  they  want  to  help  others,  and  because 
it  adds  joy  to  their  lives.  Selfishness  and  greed  are  spiritual 
diseases  which  rob  us  of  one  of  the  greatest  joys  of  human 
experience — the  joy  of  being  a  good  trustee  of  the 
resources  God  has  entrusted  to  us.  Giving  is  far  more  than 
financial — from  the  Christian  perspective,  it  is  a  spiritual 
experience. 

Giving  not  only  benefits  the  recipients,  but  when  done 
out  of  a  sense  of  stewardship,  it  benefits  even  more  the 
giver.  One  of  the  most  meaningful  measurements  of  our 
lives  is  how  far  they  reach  beyond  ourselves.  The  happiest 
people  I  know  are  generous  people.  By  human  standards, 
we  may  measure  generosity  by  the  size  of  our  gift,  but 
Jesus  taught  us  that  a  more  valid  measurement  is  how 
much  we  have  left  (see  Mark  12:41-44).  In  the  final 
accounting  of  our  stewardship  before  God — the  One  for 
whom  we  are  trustees — the  bottom  line  will  be  not  how 
much  we  have  done  for  ourselves  but  the  degree  to  which 
we  have  used  our  lives  and  our  resources  for  God. 

The  ultimate  measure  of  a  trustee  is  how  well  he  or  she 
fulfills  the  purpose  of  the  one  who  trusts  him.  The  true 
meaning  of  Christian  stewardship  is  to  regard  ourselves 
as  trustees  for  God;  and  in  so  doing,  the  use  of  our  lives 
and  our  resources  will  become  a  spiritual  experience. 


Giving  is  far  more  than  financial — 
from  the  Christian  perspective,  it  is 
a  spiritual  experience.  Giving  not 
only  benefits  the  recipients,  but 
when  done  out  of  a  sense  of 
stewardship,  it  benefits  even  more 
the  giver. 
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c)b  C&angc  or  CN°*  to  Change 


by  f/;e  Reverend  C.  H.  Overman 


When  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  con- 
venes on  September  11-12, 2002,  ministers  and  delegates  will 
be  faced  with  an  important  decision  in  reference  to  a  change 
in  the  Convention's  meeting  date. 

In  the  2001  session,  the  decision  was  made,  by  vote  of  the 
Convention,  to  table  the  matter  (which  would  have  changed 
this  year's  meeting  to  the  month  of  May)  until  ministry 
directors  could  have  a  greater  input  as  a  group.  Ministry 
directors,  Conference  moderators,  and  officers  of  the  other 
organizations  within  the  denomination  have  now  had  that 
input,  and  things  are  now  in  order  to  proceed  with  the  plan 
that  will  be  proposed  by  the  Convention's  Executive 
Committee. 

Since  its  first  annual  session  on  September  17,  1913,  the 
Convention  has  met  each  year  on  the  same  approximate  date. 
However,  the  idea  to  change  the  month  and  time  of  meeting 
is  not  new.  It  has  been  informally  discussed  among  denomi- 
national leaders,  and  especially  ministers,  for  quite  some 
time.  About  ten  years  ago  when  Project  Solution  was 
launched,  a  task  force  committee  was  chosen  which  pro- 
ceeded with  an  evaluation  of  the  work  of  our  denomination. 
There  was  discussion  concerning  the  restructuring  of  our 
Convention  including  a  possible  change  of  its  meeting  date, 
and  combining  the  meeting  with  other  auxiliaries  of  our  de- 
nomination. The  idea,  however,  did  not  begin  to  materialize 
until  about  1999. 

In  the  2001  Yearbook  the  following  "Report  of  the  Con- 
vention Restructure  Commission"  was  adopted: 

At  the  1999  meeting  of  the  annual  Convention,  the  following 
recommendation  from  the  Executive  Committee  was  adopted: 

A  Commission  of  3  persons  be  appointed  to  study  the  feasibility  of 
changing  our  Convention  meeting  schedule.  Such  study  is  to  include  the 
consideration  of  other  organizations  of  our  Denomination  meeting  within 
the  same  week.  This  Commission  is  to  bring  its  report  to  the  2000  session. 

The  president  made  the  following  appointments:  De  W.  Eakes, 
a  past  president  of  the  Convention  and  pastor  of  Little  Rock  church; 
Jean  Ackiss,  who  works  with  the  leadership  in  all  of  our  conferences 
in  the  annual  dinner  drives  for  Mount  Olive  College  and  a  member 
of  Spring  Hill  church;  and  Fred  Baker,  vice  president  of  the 
Convention  and  pastor  of  Robert's  Grove.  Leon  Grubbs,  president 
of  the  Convention,  to  serve  as  ex-officio  member. 

Commission  members  had  much  informal  discussion  during 
the  course  of  the  past  twelve  months  and  met  officially  on  August 
8,  2000. 

A  change  of  meeting  time  for  the  Convention  from  September 
to  May  was  discussed  with  the  general  consensus  that  the  change 
would  be  good  for  several  reasons. 

1.  The  weather  is  generally  better  in  May  with  no  threat  of  hurri- 

canes. 

2.  The  campus  of  the  college  would  be  available  solely  for  the  pur- 

poses of  the  Convention  without  students  on  campus. 

3.  In  addition  to  the  events  we  already  have,  it  would  be  possible 

to  incorporate  other  events  during  the  course  of  a  whole  week 
of  activities  (i.e.  Sunday  School  Institute,  Laymen's  League  Con- 
vention, Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention,  Youth  Convention). 

4.  During  Convention  week,  workshops  conducted  by  our  minis- 

tries, selected  music  companies,  and  other  invited  guests  could 
be  included  in  the  week's  activities. 


5.  More  time  could  be  devoted  to  worship  during  a  weeklong  series 

of  meetings. 

6.  Our  ministries  would  have  more  space  and  additional  time  for 

their  displays. 

We  recommend  to  the  Convention  that  the  Commission  be 
expanded  to  include  at  least  one  member  for  each  of  our 
Conferences  and  other  representatives  be  added  as  needed;  and 
that  this  committee  be  charged  with  further  examining  the 
feasibility  of  moving  the  annual  Convention  from  September  to 
May,  and  report  its  findings  and  make  appropriate 
recommendations  to  the  2001  seating  of  the  Convention. 

Submitted  by 
Restructure  Commission: 
Jean  Ackiss,  De  Eakes,  Fred  Baker,  &  Leon  Grubbs 


Of  course,  after  its  adoption,  as  previously  stated,  the 
matter  was  tabled.  At  this  upcoming  Convention,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  will  propose  a  constitutional  change  that 
will  allow  the  Convention  to  meet  in  May  of  each  year  in- 
stead of  September.  If  the  Constitutional  change  is  approved, 
the  new  meeting  date  will  not  become  effective  until  2004. 

The  proposed,  or  suggested,  format  for  such  a  Convention 
week  would  have  its  beginning  with  the  regularly  scheduled 
Annual  Youth  Convention  which  concludes  on  Sunday 
morning  with  a  worship  service  at  Rodgers  Chapel.  Other 
proposed  plans  for  the  week  include:  Monday — Convention 
Golf  Fellowship  and  Layman's  League  Convention  that 
evening;  Tuesday — the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  begins  and  the  Tuesday  evening  service  will  be 
designated  as  Ministries  Night;  Wednesday — Convention 
reconvenes  and  the  evening  service  will  consist  of  a  time  for 
prayer  and  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  Washing 
of  the  Saints'  Feet;  Thursday — State  Auxiliary  Convention; 
Friday — workshops  beginning  at  10  a.m.,  concluding  at  2  p.m., 
and  beginning  at  5:30  p.m.,  the  Sunday  School  Banquet/ 
Sunday  School  Institute;  Saturday — the  annual  Sunday 
School  Institute. 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  these  are  only  proposals  and  will 
be  subject  to  greater  input  and  suggestions  vom  various 
phases  of  our  work  and  ministries  within  the  next  two  years, 
if  the  change  of  meeting  date  is  actually  approved.  This  will 
happen  if  the  upcoming  Convention  votes  to  make  the 
Constitutional  change  that  will  be  proposed. 

During  last  year's  Convention,  there  seemed  to  be  minimal 
opposition  to  the  change;  yet,  the  question  on  the  minds  of 
some  was,  "What  is  the  advantage  in  changing  the  date?" 
There  seemed  to  be  a  feeling  that  things  have  worked  well 
for  us  as  they  are.  It  may  be  that  change  is  what  we  fear.  It 
seems  that  the  major  questions  raised  at  the  last  Convention 
have  been  more  thoughtfully  and  thoroughly  approached 
and  now  we  can  more  readily  make  such  a  decision. 

Come  September,  we  will  decide.  Meanwhile,  let  us  weigh 
carefully  the  "pros"  and  the  "cons."  Make  it  matter  of  open 
discussion  and  sincere  prayer.  The  Lord  whom  we  serve 
knows  what  is  best.  Let's  look  to  Him,  for  He  is  our  Lord 
and  Master.  Whatever  the  decision  may  be,  as  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  we  will  press  on  in  faithful  service. 
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JD enominational  JSAinistries 


CONVENTION 


UPDATE 


August  Is 


Heritage  Month 

for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


Purpose: 

•  To  effectively  know  where  we  are 
going,  we  must  understand  from 
whence  we  have  come. 

•  To  provide  the  opportunity  for  our 
people  to  reflect  upon  the  importance 
of  continuing  ministry. 

•  To  show  the  connection  between 
the  congregation  and  the  Convention. 

•  To  remind  us  all  of  our  privilege 
and  obligation  to  support  the  Church 
that  we  may  continue  our  heritage. 

•  To  rekindle/revitalize  our 
commitment  of  this  ministry  to  the 
Church. 

•  To  participate  financially  in  the 
maintenance  of  this  ministry. 


calendar  of  Events 

August 


s 

M    T  W    T    F  S 

4 

-  Congregation  Su nday 

11 

-  Covenant  Sunday 

18 

-  Mission/Ministry  Sunday 

25 

-  Heritage  Sunday 

Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
3926  Lee  Street  •  PO  Box  39,  Ayden.  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963  •  Fax  (252)  746-7993 
e-mail:  ofwhconvhq@coastalnet.com 
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Ninetieth  Annual  Session 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Tuesday,  September  10,  2002 

12:15         Convention  Golf  Fellowship  Sponsored  by  Executive  Committee 

7:30         Night  of  Evangelism  The  Rev.  Bruce  Jones 

Wednesday  Morning  Session — September  11,  2002 

8:30         Registration  of  Ministers,  Delegates  and  Visitors  Credentials  Committee 

9:00         Convention  Called  to  Order  The  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser,  Secretary 

Congregational  Singing  Music  Director 

Scripture  and  Prayer 

Welcome  to  Mount  Olive  College 

9:10         President's  Remarks  The  Rev.  Leon  Grubbs 

9:20         Executive  Committee's  Report  The  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser,  Secretary 

9:30         Financial  Report  Mrs.  Gloria  Brown,  Treasurer 

Recognition  of  Fraternal  Delegates 

10:00         Project  Solution  Task  Force  Report  The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman 

10:10         Nominationg  Committee  Report  Dr.  De  Wayne  Eakes,  Chairman 

Floor  Open  for  Nominations 

10:20         Sunday  School  Board  Report  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 

10:30         Congregational  Singing  Music  Director 

10:40         Retirement  Homes  Report  The  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley 

10:50         Mount  Olive  College  Report  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd 

11:00  Break 

When  the  music  begins,  please  return  to  your  seats  for  the  worship  hour. 
11:15         Worship  Heritage  Committee  Presiding 


Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 


1:15  Registration  Re-opens 

1:30  Congregational  Singing  Music  Director 

Scripture  and  Prayer 

1:40  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  Report  The  Rev.  Al  Markuson 

1 :50  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Report  Mr.  Cliff  Gray 

2:00  Foreign  Missions  Report  The  Rev.  Harold  Jones 

2:10  Cragmont  Report  The  Rev.  John  Williams 
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2:20  Break 

2:30  Children's  Home  Report  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor 

2:40  Minister's  Program  Report  The  Rev.  Donald  Fader 

2:50  Church  Finance  Report  The  Rev.  Donald  Fader 

3:00  Benediction  and  Recess 

5:45  Sunday  School  Board  Banquet  in  Murphy  Center 

7:30  Wednesday  Evening  Mission  Rally  in  College  Hall 

Thursday  Morning  Worship  Service — September  12,  2002 

9:00         Prelude  Convention  Musicians 

Invocation  Worship  Leader 

Hymn 

Offertory  Scripture  and  Prayer 

Offertory  Presentation  Congregation 

Introduction  of  Speaker  Worship  Leader 

Special  Music 
Message 
Prayer 
10:10  Break 

10:20         Congregational  Singing  Music  Director 

10:25         Historical  Commission  Report  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

10:30         Chaplain's  Commission  Report 

10:35         Ministerial  Association  Report  The  Rev.  Harold  Swinson 

10:40         Woman's  Auxiliary  Report  Mrs.  Joan  Little,  President 

10:45         Carolina  Bible  Institute  Report  The  Rev.  Rudy  Owens 

10:50         Camp  Vandemere  Report  The  Rev.  Mike  Williams 

10:55         League  Convention  Report  Ms.  Becky  Jo  Sumner 

11:00         Layman's  League  Report 

11:05         Report  of  Credentials  Committee 

11:10  Break 

11:20         Report  of  Resolutions  Committee 

11:30         Memorial  Service  Obituary  Committee 

11:45         Convention  is  Adjourned 

The  Ninety-first  Annual  Session  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  will  be  Announced. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    9    August  2002 


THE  6th  ANNUAL 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 

CONVENTION  GOLF 
FELLOWSHIP 

Tuesday,  September  1 0, 2002 
1 2: 1 5  p.m.  Shotgun  Start 
Southern  Wayne  Country  Club 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


TWO  DIVISIONS: 

Junior  Duffers  -  Through  age  49 
Senior  Duffers  -  Age  50  and  over 
(At  least  3  players  must  be  50  to  qualify  as  a  Senior  Duffer  Group) 

Closest  to  the  Pin  and  Long  Drive  Holes  in  each  division. 

Your  Individual  Entry  Fee  of  $45  includes  the  following: 
Golf  Cart  Rental,  2  Mulligans,  1  Red  Bomb  (ladies'  tee),  Gift  Bag, 
Free  Soft  Drinks,  5  prize  tickets  (additional  tickets  available) 


ONE 
TEAM 
WILL 
PUTT 

FOR 

$200 

CASH!! 


DISCLAIMER:  This  is  a  Christian  fellowship  designed  for  ministers  &  members  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Churches  and  Sunday  Schools.  Employees  of  Convention  Ministries  and  fellowship  sponsors  are  also  invited  to  par- 
ticipate. Soft  spikes  &  collared  shirts  are  required.  No  alcoholic  beverages  or  coolers  will  be  allowed.  Violators  of 


this  policy  will  be  asked  to  leave  the  course  &  will  forfeit  all  fees  paid.  Neither  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 


Baptists,  Fellowship  directors,  nor  Southern  Wayne  Country  Club  will  be  held  liable  for  injury,  damage  to  personal 
property,  or  theft.  A  submission  of  the  registration  form  below  implies  acceptance  of  these  terms  by  your  team. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

My  team  agrees  to  the  terms  stated  in  the  Fellowship  Disclaimer.  (Team  Captain  sign  here. 


Name:  1. 
Address: 


Phone: 
E-Mail: 


************************************************* 
Mail  this  form  along  with  entry  fee  to: 

Buddy  Sasser,  2108  Hardee  Road,  Kinston,  NC  28504 


Team  Division: 


Junior  Duffer 


Senior  Duffer 


Other  Team  Members: 
2. 


3.. 
4. 


Amount  Enclosed:  $ 


(Please  circle  the 


number  beside  the  member(s)  you  are  paying  for. 

Make  Checks  Payable  To: 

"Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists' 


The 


MOUNT  OLIVE 


COLLEGE 


PLANNING  SESSIONS 
FOR  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
DINNERS  ANNOUNCED 

Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of  Church  Support  and  Coordinator  of  the  College 
dinners,  will  be  meeting  this  fall  with  volunteers  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches 
to  make  plans  for  the  18  annual  county-wide  dinners.  Listed  below  is  a  schedule 
of  the  Planning  Sessions  beginning  on  Thursday,  August  8  and  continuing  through 
the  first  week  of  September.  Letters  will  be  sent  to  each  church  inviting  their 
participation  in  planning  the  dinner.  The  pastor,  local  chairperson,  and  other 
interested  persons  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  Planning  Session  for  their  county. 


GREENE  COUNTY,  Thursday,  August  8,  7:30  p.m.,  Hull  Road  FWB  Church  near  Snow  Hill. 

PEE  DEE  ASSOCIATION,  Friday,  August  9,  7:30  p.m.,  Beaverdam  FWB  Church  near 
Chadbourn. 

NASH  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  1 1 ,  3:00  p.m.,  Free  Union  FWB  Church  near  Spring  Hope. 

LENOIR  COUNTY,  Monday,  August  12,  7:30  p.m.,  First  FWB  Church  of  Kinston. 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  August  13,  7:00  p.m.,  Otter's  Creek  FWB  Church  near 
Macclesfield. 

WAYNE  COUNTY,  Thursday,  August  15,  7:30  p.m.,  First  FWB  Church  of  Goldsboro. 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY,  Friday,  August  1 6, 7:30  p.m.,  Free  Union  FWB  Church  near  Pinetown. 

PAMLICO  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  1 8,  3:00  p.m.  Rock  of  Zion  FWB  Church,  Grantsboro. 

DUPLIN  COUNTY,  Monday,  August  19,  7:30  p.m.,  Cabin  FWB  Church  near  Beulaville. 

PITT  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  August  20,  7:30  p.m.,  Reedy  Branch  FWB  Church  near  Winterville. 

WASHINGTON,  MARTIN,  TYRRELL,  AND  PASQUOTANK  COUNTIES,  Thursday,  August 
22,  7:30  p.m.,  Mount  Tabor  FWB  Church  near  Creswell. 

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK  COUNTIES,  Friday,  August  23,  7:00  p.m.,  Folkstone  FWB  Church, 
Folkstone. 

JONES  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  25,  3:00  p.m.,  Friendship  FWB  Church  near  Trenton. 

WILSON  COUNTY,  Monday,  August  26,  7:30  p.m.,  Daniel's  Chapel  FWB  Church  near 
Wilson. 

CRAVEN  COUNTY,  Thursday,  August  29,  7:30  p.m.,  Saint  Mary's  FWB  Church 
Administrative  Building,  New  Bern. 

CARTERET  COUNTY,  Friday,  August  30,  7:30  p.m.,  Crab  Point  FWB  Church,  Morehead 
City. 

JOHNSTON-WAKE  COUNTIES,  Tuesday,  September  3,  7:30  p.m.,  First  FWB  Church  of 
Smithfield. 

SAMPSON,  HARNETT,  AND  CUMBERLAND  COUNTIES,  Thursday,  September  5,  7:30  p.m., 
Oak  Grove  FWB  Church  near  Newton  Grove. 
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BRAD  PINER  PLACES  FIRST 
IN  NATIONAL  COMPETITION 

Brad  Piner  of 
Vanceboro  recently 
received  first  place 
in  the  Accounting 
for  Professionals 
competition  at  the 
I  Phi  Beta  Lambda 
«       *)^ffh   (PBL)  National 
•  *   '         Leadership  Con- 
ference in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

The  competition  is  part  of  a 
competitive  events  program 
sponsored  annually  by  PBL,  a 
professional  association  for  students 
pursuing  business  careers. 
Individuals,  local  chapters,  and  state 
teams  compete  in  over  40  events 
representing  a  range  of  business, 
career,  and  leadership  development 
activities.  Over  1400  students  and 
advisors  were  present,  representing 
more  than  30  colleges  and 
universities. 

Brad,  a  2002  graduate  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  is  a  member  of  Juniper 
Chapel  FWB  Church  in  Craven 
County.  He  has  received  a  full-tuition 
scholarship  from  Wake  Forest 
University's  School  of  Law  where  he 
plans  to  begin  pursuing  a  degree  in 
tax  or  corporate  law  this  fall.  He  is 
the  son  of  David  and  Angie  Piner. 

Sonya  McCoy  served  as  an  event 
administrator  at  the  national  PBL 
competition.  She  was  recognized  in 
the  opening  ceremony  as  North 
Carolina's  Outstanding  Local 
Advisor.  Ms.  McCoy  has  served  as 
the  Mount  Olive  College  chapter 
advisor  of  PBL  for  18  years.  She 
attends  Hugo  FWB  Church  in  Lenoir 
County. 

According  to  Ms.  McCoy,  "PBL 
provides  opportunities  for  students 
to  enhance  their  self-confidence  and 
leadership  skills,  sharpen  public 
speaking  skills,  build  friendships, 
apply  money  management 
techniques,  network  with  business 
leaders,  and  acquire  job  readiness 
skills." 


NEW  CAMPUS  MINISTER  APPOINTED 

at  Rowan  Baptist  Church  in  Clinton 
and  Calypso  Baptist  Church. 

A  graduate  of  Hood  College  in 
Maryland,  Mr.  Day  received  his  master 
of  divinity  degree  from  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest.  He  is  currently  a  candidate  for 
the  doctor  of  ministry  degree  at  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Richmond, 
Virginia. 

As  campus  minister,  Mr.  Day 
assumes  responsibility  for  the  religious 
life  program  including  oversight 
advisement  of  student  religious 
organizations,  coordination  of  the  E3 
program  (Educational  Enrichment 
Experience)  and  weekly  chapel 
services,  and  ministering  to  students, 
faculty,  and  staff.  He  will  also  continue 
to  teach  in  the  Department  of  Religion 
and  will  serve  as  liaison  with  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Day  is  married  to  Dr.  Tyanna 
Day,  assistant  professor  of  religion  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  They  have  one 
son,  Caleb. 


The  Rev.  Gregory  Allen  Day  has  been 
appointed  campus  minister  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  effective  August  1.  Mr. 
Day  will  replace  the  Rev.  Frank 
Harrison  who  is  retiring  after  30  years 
of  service  to  the  College. 

Mr.  Day,  who  has  been  an  adjunct 
professor  in  the  Department  of  Religion 
since  1994,  is  the  interim  pastor  at  Lee's 
Chapel  OFWB  Church  in  Sampson 
County.  He  has  previously  been  pastor 


Qave  the  <Datef 

(Retirement  (Event  Jor 

(frank  Harrison 

Campus  [Minister 
1971-2002 

geptemoer  7,  2002  •  7  ^.9^ 
^Jois  ^K^Hurpfi^ 
Q^egionaf  Center 

£Hake  pfans  to  attend  and 
wish  ^rank  a  fond  Jareweff  as 
he  sa^s  "aoocf-trye"  to 
£AVpu"t  Ofive  Cp[\eae 
after  30  wars  of  service. 

For  cost  and  reservations: 
call  Dr.  David  Fried 
or  Dr.  David  Hines 
(919)  658-2502  or 
(800)  653-0854 


FWB  HISTORICAL  COLLECTION  TO  RECEIVE  NEW  HOME 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  located  at  Mount  Olive 
College  will  one  day  have  a  new  home 
in  the  $2.5  million  dollar  Communi- 
cations Center,  which  is  one  of  the 
College's  top  funding  priorities.  For 
Free  Will  Baptists  and  anyone 
interested  in  the  history  of  the 
denomination,  this  new  facility  will 
provide  more  than  1,200  square  feet 
dedicated  to  the  historical  collection, 


almost  double  its  current  space.  The 
additional  footage  will  provide  room 
for  expansion  of  the  collection  and  will 
allow  items  currently  in  storage  to  be 
displayed  for  the  public.  It  will  also 
accommodate  office  space  for  the 
Collection's  curator. 

Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  MOC  professor 
emeritus  and  FWB  minister  said,  "The 
Collection  helps  preserve  our  identity 
as  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  is  a 
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valuable  resource  for  research  and 
writing."  He  used  the  collection  to 
research  his  book,  A  History  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists. 

In  addition  to  the  historical 
collection,  the  Communications  Center 
will  provide  the  resources  to  offer 
learning  models  of  the  future,  utilizing 
a  convergence  of  communications 
technologies — voice,  video,  and  data 
transmission — in  educational  delivery. 
The  Center  will  be  a  companion 
building  to  the  existing  Moye  Library 
and  will  house  over  49,000  additional 
volumes  to  support  current  and  new 
academic  programs.  The  Center  will 
also  be  the  central  home  for  all  of  the 
College's  information  technology  and 
will  be  a  tool  for  the  surroundiing 
communities  to  use  as  a  business  and 
economic  development  communi- 
cation vehicle. 

For  more  information  about  the  new 
home  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
'Historical  Collection  or  to  find  out  how 
you  can  support  this  project,  please 
contact  Jeff  Daughtry  at  Mount  Olive 
College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount 
Olive,  NC  28365;  (919)  658-5250  or  (800) 
653-0854. 


RECORD  ENROLLMENT  REACHED 


Enrollment  for  the  2001-2002  fiscal 
year  at  Mount  Olive  College  reached 
an  all-time  high  of  2,595  students, 
surpassing  last  year's  total  by  110 
students.  The  spring  term  enrollment 
was  also  a  record  at  2005  students. 

Barbara  Kornegay,  vice  president 
for  enrollment,  credits  the  higher 
numbers  to  several  factors.  "Mount 
Olive  College,  like  many  private 
colleges  and  universities,  has  seen  an 
increase  in  enrollment  since  the 
events  of  September  11.  Students 
want  the  security  and  convenience  of 
smaller,  local  colleges,"  she  noted. 
She  also  attributed  the  increase  at 
MOC  to  the  College's  new  Heritage 
Program.  "The  Heritage  Program  is 
the  most  aggressive  program  we 
have  right  now,"  she  stated. 

The  College  rolled  out  the  new 
program  in  August  of  2001  and  has 
already  held  eight  cohort  start  dates 
and  enrolled  more  than  180  students. 
The  three-semester  Heritage  Program 
is  specifically  designed  for  working 
adults  with  little  or  no  college  credit. 
It  provides  them  with  the  core 
courses  needed  for  associate  or 
bachelor  degree  programs. 
Participants  in  the  program  attend 
one  four-hour  course  per  week  for 
about  20  months  and  complete 
additional  necessary  courses  for  the 
general  education  core  at  MOC.  To 
accommodate  the  busy  lifestyles  of 
working  adults,  each  course  is 
presented  in  sequential  order.  Books 
are  provided  to  students  the  week 


before  each  course  begins  along  with 
the  next  week's  assignments. 

"Mount  Olive  College  has  a 
reputation  for  providing  quality 
educational  programs  in  a  manner 
that  accommodates  the  lifestyles  of 
working  adults,  as  well  as  traditional 
college  students.  We  have  coined  the 
phrase  'Our  Programs  Work  for 
Working  Adults,'"  Kornegay  notes. 

According  to  Kornegay,  the 
Heritage  Program  has  really  attracted 
one  group  of  professionals  in 
particular — teacher  assistants.  With 
the  new  mandate  requiring  teacher 
assistants  to  earn  their  associate's 
degrees,  the  Heritage  Plus  One 
allows  students  to  complete  their 
degree  within  two  and  half  years. 

In  addition,  Mount  Olive  College 
is  working  with  corporations  to 
assess  and  design  courses  and 
curricula  relevant  to  their 
organizational  needs.  In  November 
of  2001,  Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield 
(BCBS)  kicked  off  Blue  University,  a 
partnership  with  Mount  Olive 
College  which  allows  BCBS 
employees  to  earn  their  associate's  or 
bachelor's  degree.  The  programs  are 
offered  on-site  at  BCBS. 

The  College's  most  recent 
partnership  with  corporations  is  with 
the  United  States  Postal  Service 
(USPS).  Using  the  USPS  Executive 
Competency  Model  as  a  foundation, 
the  College  developed  an  Advanced 
Leadership  Program,  offering 
courses  in  management,  economics, 


and  computer  skills  development  in 
a  15  semester-hour,  21-week 
program. 

Not  only  is  Mount  Olive  College 
the  choice  for  working  adults,  it  is 
also  the  College  of  choice  for 
traditional  students  coming  straight 
out  of  high  school  and  for  transfer 
students  coming  from  community 
colleges.  Smaller  classes,  personal 
attention,  and  flexibility  encourage 
the  development  of  individual 
interests,  talents,  and  abilities. 

Looking  ahead  to  fall  2002  in  the 
traditional  program  at  Mount  Olive, 
the  College  already  has  over  8,000 
inquiries.  The  College  anticipates 
over  250  new  and  300  returning 
traditional  students  for  the  fall 
semester. 

"I  am  delighted  that  record 
numbers  of  students  are  enrolling  in 
our  educational  programs. 
Importantly,  this  demonstrates  both 
relevance  and  affordability,"  stated 
Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  president  of  the 
College. 

Mount  Olive  College  is  listed  by 
the  North  Carolina  Independent 
Colleges  and  Universities  as  the  fifth 
most  affordable  private  college  in 
North  Carolina.  By  combining 
institutional  scholarships  and  grant 
programs  with  federal  and  state 
assistance  and  installment  payment 
options  and  financial  planning, 
Mount  Olive  College  makes  college 
possible  for  deserving  and  qualified 
students. 


Openings  Still  Available 

For  Fall  Enrollment 
At 

Mount  Olive  College 


For  Information  Contact 
Admissions  Office 
(919)  658-2502 
(800)  653-0854 


COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Fall  Semester  Classes  will  begin  on  Wednesday,  August  21.  For 
more  information  about  schedules  or  how  you  can  register  for 
classes,  contact  the  Office  of  Admissions  at  (919)  658-2502  or  (800) 
653-0854. 

Fall  Convocation  will  be  held  in  College  Hall  on  Tuesday,  August 
27,  at  11  a.m. 

The  men's  and  women's  soccer  teams  will  have  their  first  home 
games  on  September  4,  against  UNC-Pembroke.  The  women  will 
compete  at  2  p.m.  and  the  men  will  play  at  4  p.m. 

The  Trojan  volleyball  team  will  have  their  home  opener  on 
September  20,  against  Queens  University  at  6  p.m.  in  College  Hall. 
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FOREIGN 


MISSIONS 


NORTH  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 


by  the  Reverend  Dario  Basingil 


The  Scriptures  say  that  all  the  believers  continued 
together  in  close  fellowship  and  shared  their  belongings 
with  one  another  (see  Acts  4:32). 

Last  March  6-7,  2002,  all  workers  of  the  North  District 
of  Palawan  met  for  their  11th  Annual  District  Conference 
at  Tanatanaen  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Dumaran, 
Palawan.  Pastor  Sofronio  Gamozo  is  in  charge  of  the  said 
church. 

The  theme  of  the  two  day  Conference  was  "The  Church 
of  Influence."  The  Revs.  Dario  Basingil,  Pio  dela  Rosa,  and 
Teddy  Martinez,  and  Pastor  Abundio  Roxas  were  invited 
lecturers. 

Mr.  Basingil  gave  the  lecture  concerning  "The  Church" 
taken  from  1  Corinthians  12:12-27.  He  told  the  group, 
"Now  you  are  the  body  of  Christ  and  each  one  of  you  is  a 
part  of  it,"  and  emphasized  four  things:  (1)  The  church, 
(2)  Jesus  cares  for  His  church,  (3)  God's  plan  for  His 
church,  and  (4)  The  church's  influence  in  the  world. 

The  church  is  not  a  building,  nor  is  it  a  denomination. 
The  word  "church"  in  the  New  Testament  is  the  translation 
of  the  Greek  word  "ekklesia"  which  means  an  assembly 
of  people  who  are  called  out  of  the  world  to  be  God's 
own  possession.  All  over  the  world,  those  who  have 
responded  to  God's  call  to  be  separated  from  sin  in  the 
world,  form  the  church  or  the  body  of  Christ.  Christ  can 
be  reflected  in  His  totality  through  us  to  the  unbelieving 
world.  This  is  God's  purpose  for  the  church. 


The  Rev.  Dario  Basingil 
gave  a  lecture  entitled 
"The  Church." 


The  Rev.  Teddy  Martinez 
gave  the  lecture  about 
"Church  as  a  Living  Word." 


Pastor  Abundio  Roxas 
gave  the  lecture  about 
"Church  Example  of  the 
Community." 


The  Rev.  Pio  dela  Rosa 
gave  the  lecture  about  "The 
Church  of  Influence." 


ACT  NOW — SHORT-TERM  TEAMS  2003 
Philippines:  March  28-April  15 
Mexico:  June  14-22,  June  28-July  6,  July  12-20,  August  9-17 


If  you  are  interested  in  joining  any  of  these  teams,  we  need  to  hear  from  you  before  September  12, 
2002.  We  must  begin  our  negotation  with  the  airlines  as  early  as  possible,  to  be  assured  we  have 
reserved  spaces. 

The  team  to  the  Philippines  will  be  working  in  Narra,  Palawan  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  National 
Youth  Camp.  In  addition  to  this,  the  construction  project  will  be  the  Narra  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

The  teams  to  Mexico  will  work  in  Saltillo.  We  will  be  constructing  a  church  building  to  replace  the 
"Sinai"  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 

In  addition  to  the  construction  projects,  all  teams  will  be  working  with  VBS  and  women. 

DO  NOT  PROCRASTINATE!  If  you  want  to  join  a  team,  call  Harold  or  Sandra  Jones  (252)  746-4963 
or  write  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  PO  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
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\     EASTER  DRAMA  *!/ 
AT  TARGOVISTE 


by  Kosta 

We  decided  after  Christmas  to  wit- 
ness the  Easter  event  with  drama  and 
a  concert  because  many  adults  are  not 
able  to  read  the  Bible.  Those  who  are 
able  to  read  do  not  understand  the 
old-fashioned  language  of  the  Bul- 
garian Bible.  The  people  are  almost 
in  a  similar  situation  as  the  Ethiopian 
visitor  during  the  time  of  the  apostles. 
We  therefore  wanted  to  visualize  the 
death  and  the  resurrection  of  our 
Lord  Jesus.  Among  the  actors  were 
believers  of  different  ages:  children, 
youth,  and  a  few  adults.  Some  of 
them  came  to  the  Lord  just  four 
months  ago.  All  were  shy  to  act,  and 
it  took  a  while  before  they  were  free 
enough  to  play  their  roles.  The  solo- 
ists of  the  choir  were  afraid  to  sing  in 
the  microphones.  We  had  to  play  it 
first,  showing  them  how  to  act  and 
sing  properly.  That  all  changed  when 
they  got  their  costumes,  which  we 
made  ourselves.  Then  the  real  acting 
began. 


Ivanov 

The  concert  and  drama  took  place 
on  East  European  Easter  at  Targoviste 
on  May  3.  Eighty  people  came  to 
watch  it  and  to  celebrate  Easter  with 
us.  The  reactions  are  still  overwhelm- 
ing. The  drama  impressed  some 
people  about  what  happened  with 
the  curtain  in  the  temple.  These  per- 
sons never  understood  before  that 
Jesus,  by  His  death,  opened  the  way 
to  God  for  all  people  to  come  near  to 
God.  Others  were  amazed  about  the 
fact  that  Jesus  died  to  bring  sinners 
into  the  presence  of  the  Righteous, 
Holy  God.  They  found  the  miracle 
that  God  wants  to  be  their  Father. 
How  can  it  be  that  they  did  not  know 
this  before?  This  can  happen  when 
the  preachers  remain  preaching  with 
moralistic  topics  and  do  not  come  to 
the  point  of  salvation. 

Some  people  could  not  control 
their  emotions  and  wept  during 
prayer  time.  Now  they  understand 
that  Jesus  not  only  died  for  the  world, 
but  also  for  them  personally.  They 


perceived  the  message  of  salvation 
through  drama  and  songs.  At  the  end 
of  the  program  the  adult  members 
thanked  the  youth  for  their  excellent 
performance.  All  who  attended  our 
celebration  were  happy  and  well 
pleased.  They  showed  their  apprecia- 
tion by  remaining  in  the  hall.  We 
planned  the  whole  event  from  6:15- 
8:15  p.m.,  but  it  was  10:30  p.m.  before 
we  could  return  to  Varna. 

The  people,  who  were  filled  with 
all  kinds  of  thoughts,  wished  to  speak 
with  the  leaders  and  with  one 
another.  That  mutual  communication 
was  a  joyful  part  of  that  special 
evening,  not  planned  but  seen  as  a 
blessing. 

We  have  seen  the  love  of  God  who 
gave  His  Son  on  the  Cross  for  sinners 
to  be  saved.  He  raised  Him  from  the 
dead  to  give  us  hope  in  our  lives,  no 
matter  how  dark  the  world  is.  Where 
once  evil  ruled,  we  now  can  worship 
in  a  special  way.  So  many  blessings 
on  one  evening  encourages  me  in  my 
ministry. 
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DON'T  MISS 
The  Annual  Convention  Mission  Rally 
Foreign  Missions  in  Charge 

September  11,  2002  •  7:30  p.m. 
College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 
Come  visit  the  fields  with  us  through  music, 
testimonies,  and  visual  aids. 
Program  Personalities:  Short-Term  Team  Members 
Special  Music  by  Judy  Bowen  and  Christie  Hill 

WHY  NOT  CALL  OFF  PRAYER  MEETING 
AND  COME  TO  THE  RALLY? 
This  will  be  an  exciting  evening  that  you  will  long  remember. 
SPECIAL  OFFERING:  Your  special  offering  at 
this  Mission  Rally  is  vital  for  the  continued 
growth  of  your  missions  program. 
Begin  to  pray  NOW  and  ask  God  to  reveal  to  you 
what  your  contribution  should  be  this  year. 


PRESS 

"THE  PRESS"  RECEIVES  NEW  EQUIPMENT 
FROM  STATE  YOUTH  CONVENTION 


(Left  to  right):  Robert  Hadden,  Graphic  Arts  Manager;  Mr. 
Stone;  Jason  Harmon,  Folder  and  Bindery;  and  Dan  Langley, 
Press  Operator  and  Bindery. 


Each  year  youth  groups  within  the  denomination  con- 
tribute money  to  a  project  that  benefits  one  of  the 
denomination's  nine  ministries  on  a  rotating  basis.  Money 
from  this  year's  State  Youth  Convention  Project  was  given 
to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  to  purchase  a  Graphic 
Whizard  Numbering  and  Perforating  Machine.  In  addi- 
tion to  being  able  to  number  tickets  and  business  forms, 
and  perforate  pages,  the  machine  also  is  used  for  scoring 
covers  for  books.  Previously  the  Press  has  contracted  these 
parts  of  the  publications  out  to  different  companies.  With 
this  new  machine,  the  Press  will  be  able  to  cut  costs  and 
decrease  the  time  in  which  things  are  produced.  The  Press 
would  like  to  express  our  deep  appreciation  to  the  many 
youth  groups  who  contributed  to  this  year's  project.  Pic- 
tured are  members  of  the  Press  receiving  instructions  on 
how  to  use  the  new  machine  from  Ed  Stone, 
Manufacturer's  Representative  of  Stone  &  Associates  of 
Greensboro. 
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CRAGMONT 


NEWS 


CRAGMONT  YOUTH  CONFERENCE 

JUNE  10^15,  2002  •    "Set  Free  to  Serve" 


The  newest  of  Cragmont's  summer 
camping  weeks  saw  160  campers  from 
24  original  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches 
ascend  the  mountain  June  the  10th.  Our 
theme  was  "Set  Free  To  Serve."  Our  in- 
tent through  teaching  was  to  help  our 
campers  better  understand  themselves 
as  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  (some  his- 
tory and  heritage),  realize  that  they  had 
been  given  gifts  and  talents  by  a  lov- 
ing Heavenly  Father,  help  them  dis- 
cover their  gifts  and  put  them  to  use  in 
service  to  others. 

Each  day  was  filled  with  great 
classes,  music,  recreation,  worship  and 
fun.  But  the  most  meaningful  parts  of 
the  week  were  the  service  projects 
designed  and  shared  by  the  campers. 
According  to  their  interests  the 
campers  were  divided  into  service 
groups  in  the  areas  of  music,  drama, 
creative  art  and  writing,  puppets,  stage 
help  and  props,  and  on  campus  work. 
The  results  were  amazing!  By  the  end 
of  the  week  the  work  team  had  built  a 
new  volleyball  court,  the 'creative 
writing  team  had  designed  and 


published  the  first  Cragmont  Camper 
Newspaper,  and  a  very  moving 
worship  service  was  designed  and 
shared  by  the  music,  puppet,  and 
drama  teams.  All  props  were  built  and 
painted  by  the  creative  art  and  stage/ 
technical  helpers.  One  particular 
backdrop  was  painted  and  prepared 
for  the  drama  team  to  perform  the  Ray 
Boltz  song,  "I  Pledge  Allegiance  to  the 
Lamb."  A  picture  was  taken  of  this 
painting — an  American  eagle 
and  Flag — and  was  e-mailed 
to  Dollywood's  James  Rogers. 
Known  for  his  fervent 
patriotism  and  role  in  the  Save 
the  Eagle  Foundation,  Mr. 
Rogers  was  quick  to  reply  that 
he  would  very  much  like  to 
have  this  beautiful  painting. 
We  plan  to  deliver  it  to  him  in 
August! 

Kids  learning  that  they  have 
gifts;  kids  learning  and 
realizing  that  God  desires  that 
we  share  our  gifts  in  service 
to  others — and  realizing  the 
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great  fulfillment  that  comes  from  doing 
so — made  this  week  very  special.  These 
young  people  had  a  great  time  learning 
about  themselves  and  learning  to  work 
together  to  help  others. 

Only  one  thing  that  made  this  week 
even  more  special — the  twelve 
precious  ones  that  met  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  first  time  and  invited  Him  into  their 
lives.  We  can  hardly  wait  to  get  started 
on  next  year! 


"THE  CRAGMONT  YEARLY" 


The  Cragmont  Yearly  is  a  newspaper  done  by  the  youth  who  attended  Cragmont  Youth  Conference,  June  10-15, 2002. 
The  newspaper  covers  some  of  the  things  that  took  place  during  the  week  of  Camp.  There  were  actually  reporters 
going  around  campus  collecting  the  information  you  are  about  to  read.  This  was  such  a  neat  idea  that  it  may  start  a 
tradition  for  other  weeks  of  camp.  Enjoy! 


CRAGMONT'S 
MASTER  PLAN  BEING 
PUT  INTO  ACTION 

byJ.W. 

Cragmont's  Master  Plan  will  bring 
comfort  and  relief.  The  master  plan 
begins  with  12  new  lodges  that  will 
sleep  up  to  160  more  people.  Then 
they  will  build  a  new  gym  that  will 
hopefully  have  showers  and  bath 
facilities.  The  gym  will  also  have 
floors  to  play  basketball,  volleyball, 
and  tennis.  Next  to  the  gym,  they 
plan  to  build  an  indoor  swimming 
pool.  They  will  build  a  new  chapel 
that  will  be  like  sitting  in  a  theatre. 
The  Chapel  will  seat  400  and  have  a 
big  stage,  new  sound  system,  and 
lighting.  The  master  plan  will  cost 
five  million  dollars.  Finally,  an  expan- 
sion will  be  added  on  to  the  Dining 
Hall. 


CRAGMONT'S 
MOST  HELPFUL 

by  K.  M. 

Ms.  Becky  Jo  has  been  working  at 
Cragmont  for  at  least  20  years  now 
and  she  is  the  lady  who  deserves  a 
pat  on  the  back  or  a  hug  or  even  a 
simple  "thank  you"  when  you  see 
her.  She  does  the  laundry  and  she 
runs  errands  for  the  Cragmont  staff 
whenever  she  is  needed.  On  occasion 
she  will  even  fix  a  treat  for  the  coun- 
selors like  fudge  or  doughnuts.  Oh!  I 
think  I  failed  to  mention  that  she 
doesn't  receive  a  dime  for  all  of  the 
work  she  does.  It  is  purely  volunteer 
work  from  her  heart!  Thank  you  Ms. 
Becky  Jo!  She  is  truly  "set  free  to 
serve." 


ERIKA  &  JEWEL: 
CRAGMONT'S  FINEST 

by  A.  D. 

"\  have  wanted  to  be  a  junior  coun- 
selor since  I  was  fourteen,"  said  Jewel 
Jones.  "I  remember  when  I  was  little 
and  I  used  to  look  up  to  the  big 
people,  and  now  I'm  older  and  all  the 
little  kids  look  up  to  me,"  said  Erika 
Johnson.  Erika  and  Jewel  have  been 
coming  to  Cragmont  since  they  were 
wee  little  kids.  Now  they  are  older 
and  are  becoming  junior  counselors. 
"It's  the  greatest  feeling  in  the  whole 
world."  Erika  replied.  "To  me  that 
sums  it  all  up!" 


RECREATION  NEWS: 
SPORTS  ALIVE  AND 
WELL 

by  J.  C. 

Athletics  and  recreation  at 
Cragmont  are  always  exciting.  Start- 
ing on  Tuesday,  the  Campers  were  di- 
vided into  groups.  The  games  that 
were  played  were  kickball,  basket- 
ball, ultimate  frisbee,  and  volleyball. 
After  the  first  day  everyone  was  hot 
and  sweaty.  "It  was  tiring  but  fun!" 
says  Ashley  Davis.  Wednesday  there 
was  a  contest  between  teams  named 
after  the  books  of  the  Bible.  It  was  a 
scavenger  hunt.  Brent  Fodrie  says,  "It 
was  hard,  but  exciting."  Thursday,  of 
course,  we  were  Carowinds  bound! 
Friday,  we  climbed  the  mountain. 
Tired  and  exhausted  from  the  rest  of 
the  week,  we  climbed  two  miles  to 
the  top.  "It  was  great  exercise,  trying 
to  get  to  the  top,"  said  Josh  Cayton. 
When  it  was  all  over,  we  had  a  great 
week  of  games.  Congratulations  to  all 
who  participated.  The  winners  were 
tired  and  proud. 


THE  LORD  IS 
MY  SHEPHERD! 

When  the  psalmist  wrote  the 
Twenty- third  Psalm,  "The  Lord  is  my 
shepherd,"  he  was  comparing  God  to 
something  that  everyone  living  in  His 
time  understood:  a  shepherd.  The 
Cragmont  Creative  Writers  com- 
posed a  contemporary  poem  of  praise 
based  on  the  Twenty-third  Psalm. 
Each  compared  God  to  something  we 
can  better  understand  today! 


The  Lord  is  my  Role  Model:  I  shall 
not  wander  from  His  footsteps.  He 
guides  me  to  good  life  styles;  He 
guides  me  with  great  love.  He  re- 
stores my  attitude:  He  leads  me  in 
paths  of  righteous  and  faith  for  my 
sake.  Yet  I  walk  through  a  world  of 
evil,  He  is  beside  me  so  I  feel  no  temp- 
tations. For  He  will  guide  me  with 
wisdom  and  courage.  He  helps  me 
with  problems  in  front  of  my  en- 
emies. He  prays  for  me  until  His 
prayers  come  true,  (by  J.K.C) 


The  Lord  is  my  lighthouse.  He 
guides  my  way.  He  shows  me  how 
to  walk  in  the  light  as  I  follow  His 
footsteps  today.  He  keeps  the  shore 
of  my  soul  from  eroding  away.  He 
holds  my  hand  every  step  of  the  way. 
Though  I  may  stumble  behind,  I  will 
have  courage  to  carry  on,  with  the 
light  before  me  and  my  faith  to  lean 
on.  With  dedication  that  continues  to 
warn  me  when  I  stray.  To  keep  me  in 
the  right  pathway,  in  a  lifeline  sort  of 
way.  Using  the  light  of  the  Word,  I 
will  surely  follow  the  Light  forever; 
share  it  with  a  friend  and  life  forever, 
(by  J.L.B) 
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June  Woman's  Conference — 
June  3—8,  2002 

Cragmont  opened  her  arms  of  gracious  hospitality  to  the  34  travelers  of  the  June  Woman's  Confer- 
ence. During  the  week  Kathy  Hayes  led  us  on  an  adventure  of  discovery  about  several  women  in  the 
Bible  including  Eve,  Bathsheba,  Deborah,  Mary  Magdalene,  and  others.  Teresa  Ball,  Donna  Holland, 
and  May  Pittman  collected  a  talented  staff  to  lead  us  on  our  path  of  Christian  growth.  JoAnn  Parrish 
provided  music  for  the  journey.  Our  song  leader,  Nina  Grace  Register,  not  only  conducted  our  music 
but  also  gave  us  a  delightful,  instructive  lesson  on  the  many  "helps"  found  in  the  hymn  book.  Each 
morning  our  devotion  came  from  Romans  with  Teresa  as  our  guide.  The  evening  discussion  study 
found  us  traveling  with  Gideon.  Friday  night  brought  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones  to  the  mountain  with  a 
message  on  two  unnamed  women  in  the  Bible,  the  widow  of  the  prophet  and  Naaman's  little  maid.  An 
extra  venture  came  with  our  Renewal  Service  when  the  ladies  purchased  old  Cragmont  sheets  to  pro- 
vide over  $200  to  buy  new  sheets.  There  was  the  usual  array  of  day  trips  including  Biltmore  House  and, 
of  course,  our  fun  time.  As  we  boarded  the  bus  for  home,  we  were  already  mentally  packing  our  bags 
for  next  June. 
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Grotgwiowt:  Jrom  l/i&w/  fro  Vis/o#i 


The  View 

Since  its  founding  in  1945,  Cragmont 
Assembly  has  been  a  place  of 
fellowship,  inspiration,  and 
discipleship,  a  place  where  our  youth 
learn  of  the  Gospel,  a  place  where  lives 
are  changed  and  commitments  are 
made. 

Traveling  to  churches  and 
conferences  to  promote  the  work  of 
Cragmont,  I  have  tried  to  present  the 
view  that  Cragmont  is  an  arm  of  the 
local  church.  Cragmont  is  the  church 
at  work  outdoors  whether  we  are 
talking  about  a  week  of  camp, 
conference,  or  weekend  retreat.  The 
location  is  different  and  the  method  of 
doing  ministry  is  different,  but 
Cragmont  is  in  existence  to  help  the 
local  church  with  its  ministry  of 
presenting  the  gospel  through 
preaching  and  teaching  and  with  the 
added  emphasis  of  recreation. 

Whenever  you  hear  the  word 
"Cragmont"  a  picture  will  come  to  your 
mind.  I  call  it  your  mind's  eye.  Not 
trying  to  be  negative,  I  too,  have  a  view 
of  Cragmont.  It  goes  like  this.  Currently 
the  facilities  at  Cragmont  are 
inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
conferences  and  retreat  groups.  For 
example,  both  the  dining  hall  and 
chapel  are  not  large  enough  to  handle 
the  size  of  our  summer  conferences. 
Four  out  of  the  seven  youth  conferences 
are  at  or  above  200  in  attendance.  The 
kitchen  is  not  adequately  equipped  to 
cook  and  prepare  food  for  these  large 
numbers.  More  bed  space  is  needed. 
This  inadequacy  exists  not  just  for  the 
weeks  of  camp  but  for  the  weekend 
church  retreats  as  well. 

The  Vision 

In  my  mind  there  is  also  a  vision.  This 
vision  has  been  put  on  paper  in  the 
form  of  a  master  plan.  To  carry  the 
ministry  onward  and  upward,  a  series 
of  additions  to  the  campus  have  been 
designed. 

•  Cottages  to  house  more  campers  and 
increase  classroom  space. 

•  A  courtyard  for  a  central  point  of 
fellowship 

•  A  worship  center,  built  into  the  hill 


•  Recreational  facilities  to  entertain 
campers  and  guests 

•  Additional  dining  and  kitchen  space 

This  Vision  comes  out  of  a  desire  to 
meet  the  needs  of  campers  and  retreat 
groups,  a  desire  to  do  ministry  better. 
The  above  mentioned  expansion  of 
buildings  are  needed  to  make  this 
vision  a  reality. 

The  Commitment 

To  acquire  these  buildings  we  will 
need  to  raise  five  million  dollars  and 
we  have  a  plan.  Our  board  has 
approved  the  "New  Heights" 
campaign  to  raise  these  funds.  "New 
Heights"  is  a  pledge  program  that  has 
different  levels  of  giving  that  are  chosen 


and  can  be  spread  out  over  five  years. 
This  is  the  outstanding  feature  of  this 
program.  The  lowest  pledge  of  $1000, 
spread  out  over  five  years,  amounts  to 
approximately  49  cents  per  day.  This 
makes  it  possible  for  almost  anyone  to 
get  involved.  It  is  amazing  how  few 
people  get  involved  in  a  program  like 
this  even  though  they  know  that  the 
more  people  who  pledge,  the  less  is 
required  from  the  individual.  This 
vision  will  not  happen  without  a 
commitment  from  many  churches  and 
individuals  throughout  our 
denomination.  This  vision  will  become 
a  reality  only  as  fast  as  our  churches 
and  individuals  allow  it  to  happen. 
Cragmont  is  your  ministry  and 
Cragmont  needs  your  help. 


TAKING  CRAGMONT  TO  NEW  HEIGHTS 

I /we  want  to  help  share  the  future  of  Cragmont.  Here  is  my  gift  to  New 
Heights,  the  Cragmont  Capital  Campaign,  for  the  expansion,  improvement 
and  preservation  of  Cragmont  Assembly. 


My  one-time  gift  of  $_ 


.is  enclosed. 


SETTERS  OF  STONE:  A  total  gift  of  $10,000 

during  the  five-year  campaign. 

 My  $10,000  gift  is  enclosed. 

 $2,000  per  year  for  five  years  by  giving: 

 Monthly   Quarterly 

 Semi-Annually   Annually 

 My  first  payment  is  enclosed. 


ENGRAVERS  OF  STONE:  A  total  gift  of  $2,500 

during  the  five-year  campaign. 

 My  $2,500  gift  is  enclosed. 

 $500  per  year  for  five  years  by  giving: 

 Monthly   Quarterly 

 Semi-Annually   Annually 

 My  first  payment  is  enclosed. 


POLISHERS  OF  STONE:  A  total  gift  of  $5,000 

during  the  five-year  campaign. 

 My  $5,000  gift  is  enclosed. 

 $1,000  per  year  for  five  years  by  giving: 

 Monthly   Quarterly 

 Semi-Annually   Annually 

 My  first  payment  is  enclosed. 


CUTTERS  OF  STONE:  A  total  gift  of  $1,000 

during  the  five-year  campaign. 

 My  $1,000  gift  is  enclosed. 

 $200  per  year  for  five  years  by  giving: 

 Monthly   Quarterly 

 Semi-Annually   Annually 

 My  first  payment  is  enclosed. 


Pictured  (at  left)  with 
John  Williams  is  Phillip 
Boykin,  pastor  of  Black  Jack 
OFWB  Church.  Black  Jack  is 
the  first  church  to  make  a 
pledge  of  $10,000  (Setters  of 
Stone)  to  the  "New  Heights" 
campaign  for  expansion  fo 
the  campus  at  Cragmont.  We 
hope  that  other  churches  will 
be  challenged  to  make  the 
same  commitment. 
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Cragmont  Special  events — Jail  and  Christmas  2002 


FALL  FESTIVAL  OF 
GOSPEL  MUSIC 
October  20-23,  2002 

Enjoy  the  beauty  and  splendor  of  fall  in  the  moun- 
tains of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  along  with  the 
very  best  in  Southern  Gospel  music  from  Dollywood. 
Groups  scheduled  to  perform  at  Dollywood  include 
The  Kingdom  Heirs  with  Dr.  Jerry  Goff,  Phil  Cross 
and  Poet  Voices,  Kirk  Talley,  and  The  Whisnants. 
Your  Package  Price  of  $225  includes: 

•  Transportation  to  Cragmont  on  Sunday  the  20th 
with  return  on  Wednesday  the  23rd. 

•  Three  nights  stay  at  Cragmont  in  the  main  build- 
ing or  motel  with  breakfast  Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Wednesday 

•  Transporation  to  and  from,  full  park  admission  and 
lunch  at  Dollywood  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday — 
(evening  meals  both  nights  at  Dollywood  on  your 
own) 

A  discounted  package  price  of  $210  is  available  for 
those  individuals  willing  to  accept  lodging  in  a  dorm 
or  Floyd  House. 

Requirements:  A  $100  non- refundable  deposit  is  re- 
quired with  registration  form.  Balance  due  upon  ar- 
rival. Reservations  made  on  a  first  received,  first 
served  basis  only. 

Payments:  Visa,  MasterCard,  American  Express,  Dis- 
cover cards  are  accepted.  Checks  should  be  made  pay- 
able to  Cragmont. 

We  are  taking  reservations  now. 

Name  


Address . 


City,  State,  Zip 
Telephone  


Note:  Bus  routes  will  travel  the  US  264  and  US  70 
corridors.  Pick-up  places  and  times  will  be  mailed  out 
two  weeks  prior  to  trip. 

Return  to: 

Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 


A  CRAGMONT 
CHRISTMAS  I  AND  II 

Weekend  Edition  (Thursday — Sunday)  Dec.  5-8,  2002 
Weekday  Edition  (Monday — Thursday)  Dec.  9-12,  2002 

Your  package  price  of  $225  includes: 

•  Transportation  to  and  from  Cragmont 

•  Three  nights  in  the  main  building  or  motel 

•  Three  breakfasts  and  the  evening  meal  on  night  of 
arrival 

•  Transporation  and  admission  to  Flat  Rock  Playhouse 
presentation  of  "Appalachian  Christmas"  (Weekend 
Edition)  An  area  Christmas  show  (Weekday  Edition) 

•  Group  meal  on  each  day  of  local  touring 

•  Entertainment  at  Cragmont 

A  discounted  package  price  of  $210  is  available  for  those 
individuals  willing  to  accept  lodging  in  a  dorm  or  Floyd 
House. 

Requirements:  A  $100  non-refundable  deposit  is  re- 
quired with  registration  form.  Balance  due  upon  arrival. 
Reservations  made  on  a  first  received,  first  served  basis 
only. 

Payments:  Visa,  MasterCard,  American  Express,  Dis- 
cover cards  are  accepted.  Checks  should  be  made  pay- 
able to  Cragmont. 

We  are  taking  reservations  now. 

Please  check  one: 

 Christmas  I  December  5-8,  2002  (weekend) 

 Christmas  II  December  9-12,  2002  (weekday) 

Name  .  


Address 


City,  State,  Zip 
Telephone  


Note:  Bus  routes  will  travel  the  US  264  and  US  70 
corridors.  Pick-up  places  and  times  will  be  mailed  out 
two  weeks  prior  to  trip. 


Return  to: 

Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


CHARMS 


ANNOUNCING  THE  EASTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  CONFERENCE 


Below  you  will  find  pertinent  informa- 
tion concerning  the  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina Christian  Education  Conference 
(Coastal  Satellite  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
Christian  Education  Association).  The 
Conference  will  be  held  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  August  16-17,  2002  at  the 
Riverfront  Convention  Center  in  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina.  Please  contact  Mrs. 
Mary  Dudley  at  the  Sunday  School  Of- 
fice at  the  Convention  Headquarters  in 
Ayden,  NC;  phone  (252)  746-4963  dur- 
ing office  hours  or  at  her  home  (252)  568- 
3311  after  9  p.m.,  for  any  further  informa- 
tion. 

•  Comfort  Suites  is  the  official  motel  for 
the  Conference.  The  guaranteed  price 
is  $94.50  inclusive  of  tax  and  hot,  de- 
luxe continental  breakfast  for  those 
who  wish  overnight  accommodations. 
This  is  an  excellent  price  considering 
the  location  during  the  height  of  the 
season.  To  receive  this  guaranteed 
price,  please  say  that  you  are  attend- 
ing the  Coastal  MACEA  Conference  at 
the  Convention  Center. 

•  Day  care  for  attendee's  children  will 
be  provided  at  Broad  Street  Christian 
Church.  The  Minister  of  Youth  and  his 
wife  at  Broad  Street  Christian  are 
working  out  a  nominal  fee.  This  is  fan- 
tastic! 

•  500-600  people  are  anticipated  this 
year  over  the  two-day  period.  So  come 
and  enjoy  the  fun  of  meeting  new 
people  and  renewing  old  acquaintan- 
ces in  the  Lord. 

•  Contact  Credit  Hours  will  be  given  to 
all  daycare  workers.  You  could  get  up 
to  eight  hours  of  credit  during  the  two 
day  period! 

Workshop  leaders  include  repre- 
sentatives from  Cook  Communications, 
Standard  Publishing,  Answers  in  Genesis 
Ministry,  Gospel  Publishing,  Cokesbury, 
Gospel  Light,  NextGen  Ministries, 
International  Pentecostal  Church, 
Assemblies  of  God,  Evangelical  Training 
Association,  Mount  Olive  College, 
Heartcry  Ministries,  United  American 
Free  Will  Baptists,  Advent  Christian, 
Equipping  Today's  Saints,  along  with 


Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  and  lay 
leaders.  Included  in  the  96  seminar 
sessions  are  9  preschool,  9  children,  8 
youth,  9  adults,  5  general  teaching,  9 
administration,  11  pastoral,  6  women,  4 
seniors,  and  24  general  interest  sessions. 
Approximately  30  vendors  will  be  on 
hand  to  share  their  ministries.  Door 
prizes  will  be  awarded.  Anyone 
interested  in  the  growth  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  through  Christian  Education  is 
invited  to  come  and  be  a  part  of  what  is 
really  shaping  up  to  be  a  good 
conference! 

Friday,  August  16,  2002 
12:30-1:30  p.m.  Registration 
1:30-1:50  p.m.     Praise  &  Worship 
2:00-3:00  p.m.     Workshop  Session  1 
3:10—1:10  p.m.     Workshop  Session  2 
4:20-5:20  p.m.     Workshop  Session  3 
6:00-7:00  p.m.     Banquet  with  Stephen 
James    as  Speaker, 
NextGen  Ministries 
Tim  and  Charity  Helms 
will  be  Praise  and  Wor- 
ship Team 
Saturday,  August  17,  2002 
7:30-8:30  a.m.  Registration 
8:30-9:30  a.m.    Opening  Assembly 
with  Worship.  Bishop 
J.  N.  Perry,  Jr.  will  be 
speaker,  Middle  East- 
ern District  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  of 
America,  Inc. 
9:40-10:40  a.m.  Workshop  Session  1 
10:50-11:50  a.m.  Workshop  Session  2 
11:50  a.m.-1:00  p.m.  LUNCH 
1:00-2:00  p.m.     Workshop  Session  3 
2:10-3:10  p.m.     Workshop  Session  4 
3:20-4:20  p.m.     Workshop  Session  5 
4:20-5:00  p.m.     Exhibits  Remain  Open 

The  cost  will  be:  Friday,  $20  (includes  the 

banquet) 
Saturday,  $25  (includes  the  lunch) 
Attending  both  days,  $40 

Tentative  Subjects 

•  Preschool — Contact  Credit  Hours  will  be 

awarded  to  Day  Care  Workers 
Teaching  Preschoolers  with  Pizzazz 
Catch'em  Being  Good 
Hands  on  Workshop 
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Learning  Centers 

Age  Group  Characteristics  2-5 

Nuts  about  the  Nursery 

Recruiting  and  Keeping  Volunteers 

Incorporating  Parents  in  Your  Preschool 

Ministry 
Maximize  Your  Space 

•  Children 

Hands  on  Activities  to  Teach  Children 
11  Things  You  Gotta  Know  About  Teaching 

Elementary  Children 
Hearts,  Brains,  and  Growing  Pains 
From  Ministry  Madness  to  Ministry 

Management 
Developing  the  Character  of  the  Child 
Developing  the  Conscience  of  the  Child 
Teaching  Handbells  to  Children 
Tragic  Time,  Healing  Moments 
Equipping  Children  With  Bible  Skills 

•Youth 

Beyond  Pizza  and  Lock-Ins:  New  Directions 

for  Youth  Ministry 
Turning  Memories  Into  Messages:  Creating 

Effective  Youth  Talks 
Dress  For  the  Mess:  The  World's  Grossest, 

Weirdest,  and  Downright  Nastiest 

Games 

How  to  Have  a  Purpose  Driven  Student 
Ministry 

What  Are  You  Doing  and  Where  Are  You 
Going? 

How  to  Execute  Change  Without  Being 

Executed 
Understanding  the  Teenager 
Lesson  Planning  for  the  Teenager 

•  Adults 

Involving  Baby-Boomers  in  the  Christian 

Education  Program  of  Your  Church 
Discipling  the  New  Adult 
Adult  Teaching  Methods 
Lesson  Planning  and  Preparation 
17  Ways  to  be  a  Smarter  Teacher 
P.R.A.Y.E.R. 

Rock  Collecting  and  Spirituality 
Teaching  Adults  Using  the  Master's 

Methods 
Adult  Teaching  Methods 

•  General  Teaching 

Changing  the  Life  of  Each  Learner  Through 

Specific  Prayer! 
Turn  the  Tide:  Equip  Your  Students  With 

Truth! 

God  Will  Work  Through  You! 
Tools  of  the  Well  Trained  Teacher 
Stop,  Drop,  and  Roll  or  You'll  Burn  Out! 

(Cont....) 


•  Administration 

The  Seven  Laws  of  Sunday  School  Growth 
The  Seven  Barriers  to  Church  Growth 
Evaluating  Your  Church's  Christian 

Education  Program 
The  Seven  Habits  of  Highly  Effective  Bible 

Teachers 

Making  Sunday  School  a  Family  Affair 
Making  Your  Sunday  School  an  Effective 

Discipleship  Tool 
Stirring  the  Ashes:  Breathing  Life  Into  the 

Sunday  School 
Building  Teams 

Applying  Customer  Service  Principles  in 
the  Church 

•  Pastors 

Making  Ministry  Meaningful  (Parts  1-2) 
The  Process  of  Welcoming  Visitors  Into 

Your  Church  (Parts  1-2) 
Bringing  Your  Church  into  the  21st  Century 

(Parts  1-2) 

Creative  Evangelism  for  the  Local  Church 

"How  the  West  Is  Won;"  Ministry  in  a  Post- 
Christian  Culture 

No  Longer  Seeker  Sensitive — Now 
Reaching  the  Desperates 

Ministry  to  the  Bereaved 

•Women 

Planning  Events  for  Women 
Help!  I'm  a  Preacher's  Wife 
For  Ladies  Only 
"In  Spirit  and  Truth" 

Ministry  and  Service  to  and  for  the  Aging 
Women 

Bringing  Women  into  the  Service  of  the 
Church 

•  Seniors 

Developing  and  Energizing  Senior  Adult 

Ministry 
Who  Needs  It? 
Family  Caregivers 
Developing  Focus  and  Strength 

for  the  50's  Plus  Journey 

•  General  Interest 

The  Church  and  the  Law 

Noah's  Flood  and  Other  Bible  History 

Creation  101 

Who  Is  the  Enemy? 

The  Joy  of  Sects  2  Parts 

The  Chaos  of  Cults  2  Parts 

Survey  of  the  Bible  2  Parts 

A  Visit  With  an  Atheist 

Helping  Parents  Survive  the  Teen  Years 

Four  Marriage  Preservers:  Keeping  it  Great 

Living  With  Your  Mate  Soul  to  Soul:  The 

Fundamentals  of  Oneness 
Money  Management  for  Christian  Families 
Faith  Development 
Spiritual  Foundation 
Biblical  Models  for  Leadership  2  Parts 
Teaching  Through  Music 
Involving  the  Church  in  a  Puppet  Ministry 

3  Parts 
Ministry  to  the  Disabled 
Recognizing  Volunteers 
*Others  will  be  decided  at  a  later  date. 


CHILDREN'S 


HOME 


SUMMER  IS  HERE 

Dear  Friends: 

With  summer  officially  here  and  the  school  year  ended,  our  children  are 
looking  forward  to  the  weeks  ahead.  The  summer  recreation  program  began 
on  June  3.  We  have  had  many  fun  activities  on  campus  like  daily  swimming, 
crafts,  volleyball,  and  basketball.  The  children  have  taken  field  trips  to  Pullen 
Park,  Exploris  Museum/IMAX  Theater,  and  attended  a  Cobra's  football  game 
at  the  Raleigh  Entertainment  Sports  Arena. 

Some  children  spent  a  week  at  Broyhill  Camp,  Belmont,  NC,  two  residents 
attended  4-H  camp,  and  one  resident  is  planning  to  attend  track  camp. 

Many  of  the  residents  are  participating  in  the  Work  Initiative  Act  program. 
They  work  several  hours  a  day  at  programs  like  the  Nashville  Boys  and  Girls 
Club,  and  local  schools.  This  experience  gives  the  children  the  opportunity  to 
learn  and  develop  good  work  habits. 

We  are  very  proud  of  them  and  encourage  them  daily  to  reach  their  goals. 
You  make  it  possible  for  us  to  provide  quality  care  for  the  children  we  serve. 
Your  financial  contributions  are  used  to  support  our  programs  and  services  to 
children  and  families  in  need. 


CAMPUS  NEEDS  LIST 


Paper  Products 

Personal  Care  Items 

Laundry  Supplies 

Cleaning  Supplies 

Encarta  2001  CD  Rom 
Encyclopedia 

Tall  Kitchen  Garbage  Cans 

Electric  Deep  Fryer 

Large  Frying  Pans 

Shower  Caddies 

Toaster  Oven 

Cordless  Telephones 

Large  Plastic  Storage  Containers 

Blenders 

Food  Processors 

Portable  Sewing  Machine 

4  Slice  Toaster 

Large  Electric  Griddles 


•  Playstation 

•  Playstation  Games 

(Jeopardy,  Winnie  The  Pooh, 
Crash  Bandicot  "CTR,"  Ms.  Pac 
Man) 

•  Refrigerator 

•  Computers 

•  Large  Screen  TV  for  Recreation 
Center 

•  Heavy  Duty  Picnic  Tables 

•  Ironing  Boards 

•  Bed  in  Bag  (Single  for  boys) 

•  Patio  Furniture 

•  Magazine  subscriptions 

•  Shoe  Racks  for  Closets 

•  All  Types  of  Pots  and  Pans 

•  Charter  bus  for  summer  trip 
(approx.  £1500) 

•  Large  Pictures  for  Cottages 
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Camp  Vandemere 


Have  you  ever  stopped  to  think 
what  the  saying  "Let  the  Redeemed 
of  the  Lord  say  so"  means?  Most  of 
us  know  that  if  we  have  been  born 
again,  it  simply  means  to  let  people 
know  that  God's  gift  to  us  is  free  and 
that  we  should  share  His  gift  with 
those  with  which  we  come  in  contact. 
Never  have  I  seen  this  sharing  better 
exemplified  than  during  the 
Woman's  Conference  at  Camp 
Vandemere. 

Our  very  capable  camp  directors 
were  Judith  Kennedy  and  Stumpie 
Quinn.  When  these  ladies  plan  a 
program,  they  truly  put  their  whole 
heart  in  it.  Our  theme  for  the  week 
was  adopted  from  the  Devotion  2002 
entitled  "A  Servant's  Heart." 

Monday  afternoon  we  started  on  a 
pilgrimage  learning  about  ladies 
from  the  past  who  contributed  so 
much  to  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
heritage.  Dianne  Riley  and  Carolyn 
Jernigan  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
very  memorable  week. 

Tuesday  afternoon  Mary  Dudley 
conducted  a  workshop  that  consisted 
of  learning  more  about  our  heritage 


A  Servant's  'Heart 

by  Pat  Arthur 

and  how  to  apply  principles  that  will 
help  us  to  grow  in  all  phases  of  our 
local  chuch  work. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  the  Rev. 
Fred  Baker  spoke  on  behalf  of  his  wife 
Linda,  on  the  life  of  Laura  Bell 
Barnard,  and  delivered  a  very 
challenging  message  for  the  evening 
service. 

Thursday  afternoon,  Julia  Gaskins 
did  a  workshop  on  the  life  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Hansley.  She  started  the 
session  with  a  skit  about  a  little  girl 
that  kept  us  all  in  stitches.  However, 
the  moral  of  the  story  portrayed  the 
kind  of  lady  "Ma  Hansley"  was. 

During  the  evening  service,  the 
Rev.  Ray  Conner  delivered  a  message 
about  Mary  (not  the  mother  of  Jesus) 
and  her  "servant's  heart." 

Each  morning  and  at  bedtime, 
Nina  Grace  Register  and  Happy 
Taylor  had  devotions  for  us.  We  don't 
have  to  go  back  in  history  to  find 
great  women  of  the  faith;  we  were 
blessed  to  have  them  with  us  through 
all  of  these  ladies. 

Lynda  Williams  and  her  staff  did 
an  outstanding  job  with  our  meals. 


Mike  attended  all  our  needs, 
Josephine  Ipock  supplied  us  with 
crafts,  and  Glenda  Landen  patiently 
helped  us  to  make  them. 

Before  the  week  of  camp,  I  told  my 
husband  that  I  really  needed  a 
spiritual  recharging.  God  gave  me 
this  through  His  servant,  Sue  Griffin. 
She  had  daily  sessions  with  us  on 
what  it  means  to  be  a  true  servant  of 
God.  She  demonstrated  through  her 
actions  what  it  means  to  be  in  the 
Upper  Room  with  Jesus. 

The  week  concluded  with  a  ban- 
quet highlighted  by  Washing  the 
Saints'  Feet. 

Ladies,  please  don't  be  guilty  of 
making  excuses  of  why  you  can't  go 
to  camp  from  Monday  morning  until 
about  7  p.m.  on  Thursday  evening  as 
I  used  to  do.  We  need  this  time  of 
fellowship  and  spiritual  renewal  to 
equip  us  to  be  better  wives,  mothers, 
and  church  workers. 

Thank  God,  He  has  blessed  us  with 
a  wonderful  cump  close  enough  for 
us  to  be  able  to  enjoy.  Won't  you 
please  support  it  with  both  your 
prayers  as  well  as  your  finances? 


"O  Send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth." 

Psalm  43:3  • 


CAMP  VANDEMERE'S 

Sixth  Annual 
Singing  By  The  River 


Saturday,  August  24,  2002 
9:30  a.m.  until 

UNDER  THE  BIG  TENT- 
RAIN  OR  SHINE!! 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    24   August  2002 


Layman's  League 


Scenes  ^rom  the  Central  ^District 

Layman 's  League  JAeetiny 
Triendsfah  rFK)13>  Church — %m^,  2002 


DON'T  FORGET! 

The  Layman's  League  is 
raising  money  to  build  the 
new  Cragmont  Trading 
Post  (Building  No.  8)  at 
Cragmont.  You  can  help! 
Please  send  your  contri- 
butions to  Cragmont  and 
earmark  it  for  the  Crag- 
mont Trading  Post  (Build- 
ing No.  8). 

The  Layman's  League 
is  also  planning  to  frame 
this  building.  If  you 
would  like  to  help,  please 
contact  Elmer  Harrell  at 
(252)  747-2894.  Your  help 
in  any  way  will  be  greatly 
appreciated.  May  God 
richly  bless  you  in  doing 
His  will. 


Churches  &  Ministry 
Positions  Available 


Black  Jack  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church — Greenville,  NC,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  youth  minister. 
This  person  might  also  serve  some 
functions  of  associate  pastor. 
Interested  candidates  may  send 
resume  to  the  church  office,  2972 
Black  Jack/Simpson  Road,  Green- 
ville, NC  27858. 

The  Rev.  David  R.  (Bob)  Thomp- 
son— is  available  to  help  pastor  on 
vacation,  for  appointments,  or  to  help 
in  any  way.  Contact  him  at  (252)  235- 
5717;  Pager  (919)  510-2083;  FAX  (252) 
235-3352. 

Indian  Springs  Church  is  looking 
for  a  pianist  for  Sunday  morning 
services.  Interested  persons  may  call 
(919)  658-0054  and  leave  a  message 
at  the  church  or  contact  Peggy 
Jernigan  at  (919)  658-2792  or  Nancy 
Lane  at  (919)  658-9200. 

Crab  Point  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Morehead  City,  NC,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Interested 
candidates  may  contact  Tommie 
Willis,  405  South  15th  Street, 
Morehead  City,  NC,  28570,  or  call 
(252)  726-1917  after  6  p.m.. 


GOMING  EVENTS 


AUGUST 


18-20 


21 


24 
24 

30 


Cape  Fear  District  Fun 
Day,  Children's  Home 
Layman's  League 
Executive  Board  VFW 
Building,  Snow  Hill 
Fall  orientation. 
Mount  Olive  College 
Classes  begin,  Mount 
Olive  College 
Heritage  Tour 
Singing  by  the  River, 
Camp  Vandemere 
Deadline,  P.  T.  Lucas 
Pastor's  Award 


SEPTEMBER 

11-12    Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  MOC 
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People  &  Events 


As  with  the  formation  of  the  moun- 
tains and  the  valleys  of  the  earth,  a  lot 
of  factors  played  their  own  individual 
roles  in  the  majesty  we  behold  today. 
Likewise  looking  back  at  the  week  of 


Bible  School  at  Free  Union,  I  can  truly 
say  that  a  lot  of  factors  working  to- 
gether contributed  to  what  was  a  high- 
light of  my  ministry  at  Free  Union. 

The  children  had  a  week  of 
enlightenment  and  encouragement,  as 
well  as  sacrifice.  Coming  home  from  a 
week  at  camp  with  the  Cragmont 
Youth  Conference,  we  had  one  week  to 
get  everything  ready.  Fortunately,  God 
has  blessed  us  with  a  lot  of  talent  and 
hard  workers  at  Free  Union.  When  I 
returned  home,  the  props  for  the 
Vacation  Bible  School  for  Faith 
Mountain  had  already  been  created, 
and  what  an  extreme  job  they  did.  The 
scene  was  made  even  more  spectacular 
by  having  clouds  hanging  from  the 
ceiling  for  some  3-D  effects.  The  props 
were  completed  with  a  blue  sky  which 
one  of  the  ladies  from  our  church 
sewed  together.  The  scene  included 
mountains,  with  wild  flowers,  rocks 
and  boulders,  a  pasture,  and  was 


THE  GROWTH  OF  A  MOUNTAIN 

by  Todd  Sutton,  Associate  Pastor,  Free  Union 


completed  with  the 
Faith  Mountain 
Church  being  the 
center  of  attention. 

We  were  treated 
each  night  to  a  well- 
prepared  meal. 
Following  the  meal, 
Selena  Sutton,  the 
director  of  the  Bible 
School,  opened  up 
with  the  pledges  and 
a  skit  featuring  Cliff 
the  Goat.  The  skits  included  some  of 
her  own  magical  humor  to  grab  the 
attention  of  the  children  and  the 
adults.  Selena  introduced  an  extra 
component  to  this  VBS,  which  included 
a  little  competition  between  the  girls 
and  the  boys.  All  of  this  was  done  in 
fun,  and  the  kids  were  made  aware  of 
it  from  the  start.  The  kids  were 
encouraged  to  see  who  could  earn  the 
most  points  and  who  could  give  the 
biggest  offering.  The  offering  would  be 
divided  between  Cragmont-New 
Heights  Campaign  and  the  Children's 
Home. 

One  of  the  ways  children  could  earn 
points  included  what  was  called  a 
"theme  night."  All  of  the  lessons  came 
out  of  the  faith  chapter  in  Hebrews  11. 
The  first  night  was  entitled 
"Destination  Unknown,"  where 
Abraham,  Sarah,  and  Isaac  relied  upon 
God  and  showed  how  faith  trusts  and 
obeys.  We  encouraged  the  participants 
to  dress  like  tourists.  The  second  night 
was  about  Joseph  and  about  how  he 
went  "From  the  Pit  to  the  Palace." 
Joseph  demonstrated  how  faith 
endures.  The  theme  for  this  night  in 
the  dressing  competition  gave  the 
children  an  option  between  a  prisoner 
or  royalty.  The  third  night  was  about 
Joshua  and  "The  City  That  Fell  to 
Pieces."  They  could  dress  like  a  refugee 
this  night.  The  fourth  night  was 
entitled  "On  Call... Waiting."  On  this 
night  they  learned  how  faith  listens  and 
responds.  The  theme  for  this  night  was 
to  dress  either  like  an  EMS  worker, 
firefighter,  or  police.  On  the  final  night, 
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the  children  were  encouraged  to  dress 
in  as  many  colors  as  possible  to 
demonstrate  the  promise  of  Jesus  to 
return  some  day.  The  reason  for  the 
colors  was  to  be  reminded  of  the 
rainbow  that  was  witnessed  as  God's 
promise  which  Noah  beheld  after  the 
flood.  Appropriately,  we  received  a 
shower  that  night  and  some  of  us  were 
able  to  see  a  complete  rainbow  behind 
the  church.  Other  ways  to  earn  points 
were  by  remembering  the  memory 
verse  from  the  previous  night  and 
doing  various  service  projects  around 
the  church. 

We  also  had  a  time  for  crafts.  Chil- 
dren created  rain  gauges,  tissue  boxes, 
or  Faith  Mountain  stepping  stones.  All 
of  these  crafts  were  prepared  and 
painted  with  the  utmost  detail. 

We  were  blessed  with  an  abundance 
of  kids  all  week.  Though  the  boys  won 
the  points,  the  girls  raised  the  most 
money  for  the  week.  The  combined 
total  for  the  week  was  $2,500: 
Cragmont-New  Heights  will  receive 
$1,250,  and  the  Children's  Home  will 
receive  $1,250.  Thank  you  to  all  who 
helped  make  this  year's  VBS  one  to  re- 
member. 


POWHATAN  CHURCH 
SUMMER  ACTIVITIES 


Martha  Parsons  greets  the  bus  at  King's  Dominion  loaded  with 
friends  from  the  Cape  Fear  District  ready  for  a  day  of  fun. 


A  group  of  friends  at  King's  Dominion — Faye  Bryant,  Rita  Jones, 
Roberta  Widhalm,  Crystal  Guy,  Nikki  Jones,  State  Youth  Presi- 
dent Heather  McPherson,  Martha  Parsons,  and  Hope  McPherson. 


May  26  was  Graduation  Sunday  at  Powhatan  with 
Clayton  High  School  graduate  Kristen  Davis  being  honored 
with  the  presentation  of  a  Bible.  She  plans  to  attend 
Johnston  Community  College  in  the  field  of  nursing.  Best 
wishes  to  Krisen  and  our  graduates  not  at  the  presentation: 
Jordan  Barbour,  Danielle  Allen,  and  Jeff  Barton. 

The  youth  enjoyed  a  visit  by  Jonathon  Pearce  of  Faith 
Free  Will  Baptist  on  Wednesday,  June  5,  as  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  YFA.  His  humor  helped  keep  a  relaxed  tone  for  the 
evening  of  devotion  and  fellowship. 

King's  Dominion  Day  hosted  over  600  Free  Will  Baptists 
on  June  8.  District  and  state  youth  officers  from  Powhatan 
(Roberta  Widhalm,  Nikki  Jones,  and  Crystal  Guy)  enjoyed 
the  weekend  and  the  beautiful  weather.  Friends  from  many 
churches  joined  together  and  enjoyed  the  picnic  meal  of 
hot  dogs,  hamburgers,  salads,  chips,  and  desserts.  It  was  a 
great  day  of  fun  for  the  youth  and  older  ones  alike.  Western 
District  Scott  Lane  even  got  State  Director  Martha  Parsons 
and  Pee  Dee  Director  Faye  Bryant  to  try  some  of  the  rides 
in  the  park. 

Three  Powhatan  youth  members  went  to  Cragmont  for 
the  week  of  June  10-15  and  four  for  the  week  of  June  24-29. 
Thank  you  to  counselor  Faith  Batten  for  her  work  with  our 
first-time  AFCs  and  Janie  Sowers  for  giving  our  YFAs  a 
spiritual  week  on  the  mountain.  The  Cape  Fear  Fun  Day  at 
the  Children's  Home  will  be  August  3  from  10  a.m.-2  p.m. 


Gifts  were  presented  on  Father's  Day  by  the  Powhatan 
Layman's  League  to  the  following:  youngest  father  present, 
Brian  Harper;  oldest  father  present,  Thedford  Wood;  and 
father  with  the  most  children  present,  Alan  Price. 


GEORGIA  YOUTH 
ATTEND  CAMP  AT  CRAGMONT 


Front  row,  left  to  right:  Gail  Hedrick,  Zion  Church,  Blakely, 
GA;  Meredith  Weaver,  Zion  Church;  Marci  Rollins,  Reedy  Branch 
Church,  Pitt  County;  Dale  Belvin,  Kenly  Church,  Johnston  County. 
Back  row:  The  Rev.  Barry  Hedrick,  Zion  Church;  Brian  Miller, 
Jakin  Church,  Jakin,  GA;and  Shannon  Mixon,  First  Church,  Wil- 
son. 

Among  the  over  80  new  faces  seen  at  Christian  Cadet 
Week  at  Cragmont  this  summer  were  four  faces  from  the 
Paul  Palmer  Conference  in  Georgia.  For  years  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  churches  located  in  Georgia  have  come 
together  and  held  their  own  camp  at  a  resort  location  in 
Georgia.  This  year,  however,  they  decided  to  attend  camp 
at  Cragmont  after  having  heard  camp  stories  from  a  group 
of  Mount  Olive  College  students  that  visited  the  Paul 
Palmer  Conference  last  Easter. 

Early  this  year,  David  Still,  a  member  of  Zion  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Blakely,  Georgia,  contacted  Marci 
Rollins,  one  of  the  students  at  Mount  Olive  College,  and 
asked  about  information  on  Cragmont.  Marci  then  told 
David  that  she  would  be  serving  as  a  counselor  at 
Christian  Cadet  Week  and  informed  him  of  how  to  reach 
the  directors  of  that  week.  In  the  end,  Meredith  Weaver 
and  Brian  Miller,  two  youth  from  Georgia,  were  brought 
to  Cragmont  by  the  Rev.  Barry  Hendrick  and  his  wife, 
Gail.  They  were  greeted  by  not  only  Marci,  but  also 
Shannon  Mixon  and  Dale  Belvin,  two  other  Mount  Olive 
College  students  who  had  visited  Paul  Palmer  Conference. 

Both  Meredith  and  Brian  admitted  that  Cragmont  was 
much  different  than  their  camp  held  in  Georgia,  and  both 
expressed  a  desire  to  return  to  Cragmont  next  year.  "At 
our  camp  in  Georgia,  there  are  several  groups  holding 
separate  events  at  one  location.  Our  counselors  are  all  from 
our  church,"  Meredith  said.  "But  I  really  enjoyed 
Cragmont.  I've  made  a  lot  of  friends  and  I  hope  that  next 
year  I  can  come  back  and  bring  more  from  my  church." 
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MT.  ZION  GROUNDBREAKING 


Tracy  Caroon,  Patricia  Cross,  Rev.  Mike  Williams,  H.  L.  Rowe,  Debbie  Hudson 

Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Cash  Corner,  NC,  held  a  groundbreaking  ceremony 
Sunday,  June  23,  2002,  for  a  new  sanctuary  and  fellowship  hall.  The  service 
opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mike  Williams.  Church  history  and 
inspirational  words  were  given  by  Deacon  H.  L.  Rowe.  Brother  Rowe  shared 
church  attendance  records  and  family  names  from  over  a  hundred  years  ago, 
church  events  held  during  historical  milestones,  and  a  story  from  former  church 
elders  of  a  balcony  in  the  sanctuary  for  slaves  to  participate  in  the  services. 

Gold  painted  shovels  were  presented  to  Tracy  Caroon,  Chair  of  Deacons; 
Patricia  Cross,  Chair  of  the  Long  Range  Planning  Committee;  Debbie  Hudson, 
Chair  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  Julia  Voliva,  Assistant  Treasurer;  and  current 
pastor,  Mr.  Williams.  They  broke  the  ground  amid  clapping  and  cheering  from 
the  church  family  and  guests.  The  225  seat  sanctuary  is  scheduled  for 
completion  in  February  2003.  The  116-year-old  church  will  preserve  its  historic 
sanctuary. 


ANNUAL  LABOR  DAY  SALE  AND  BAZAAR 
DATE:  Saturday,  August  31  &  Monday,  September  2 

TIME:  Begins  at  7  a.m.  and  ends  at  3  p.m.  each  day 

PLACE:  Intersection  of  Hwy  39  and  Hwy  231  (Emit) 
(Five  miles  south  of  Five-County  Mudcat  Stadium) 
We  will  have  our  famous  "HOTDOGS"  for  sale.  $2  buys  a 
hotdog  and  a  drink.  There  will  also  be  lots  of  homemade  pies, 
cakes,  and  goodies.  An  assortment  of  homemade  crafts  and 
canned  goods  will  also  be  available.  Please  join  us  for  a  day  of 
fun  and  fellowship. 

Sponsored  by  Friendship  Church  Woman's  Auxiliary 
(Western  Conference) 


FELLOWSHIP 
SUNDAY 

Submitted  by  B.  /.  Smith 


(L-R):  Saborah  Smith  and  Mary  Susan  Humphrey 


The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Smith's 
New  Home  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Deep  Run,  NC  chose  Sunday,  April  21, 
2002  to  sponsor  "Fellowship  Sunday."  It 
was  a  very  special  day  of  fellowship  for 
our  members  and  guests. 

Our  special  music  for  the  day  was 
rendered  by  Debra  Tyndall  of  New  Bern. 
Debra  has  willingly  given  of  herself  and 
her  time  not  only  to  our  church  for 
revival  music,  but  has  made  herself 
available  to  many  of  our  members  for 
weddings  and  various  other  occasions. 

It  was  a  beautiful  Lord's  Day  for  our 
Fellowship  Sunday,  the  attendance  was 
great,  and  the  fellowship  was  sweet. 

We  also  chose  this  day  to  secretly 
honor  our  church  musicians,  Mary 
Susan  Smith  Humphrey  and  Saborah 
Hill  Smith,  who  have  faithfully  served 
our  church  for  many  years.  In  addition 
to  working  with  our  choir,  our  Vacation 
Bible  School,  and  other  special  services, 
they  have  rendered  many  beautiful 
duets  for  us.  Their  dedication  to  God  and 
to  His  church  has  been  tremendous. 
They  have  been  a  great  team.  Music  is 
such  an  important  part  of  any  church 
service.  As  Auxiliary  member,  Annie 
Ruth  Parrish  stated  in  her  tribute  to 
Mary  Susan  and  Saborah  "A  service 
without  music  is  like  Strawberry 
Shortcake  without  the  strawberries." 
How  true! 

As  Mary  Susan  and  Saborah  were 
called  forward,  they  were  each 
presented  with  a  bouquet  of  roses  and  a 
gift  certificate,  along  with  our  deepest 
and  sincere  gratitude  for  their  efforts, 
sacrifices,  and  dedication. 

Following  our  morning  service,  a 
covered  dish  lunch  was  enjoyed  by  all 
in  our  Fellowship  Hall. 
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NEWS  FROM  BLENDED  FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH 

by  Pastor  Doug  Seymour 


Fourth  of  July  Celebration 


We  at  Blended  Fellowship  in  Wayne 
County  are  grateful  for  all  that  God  is 
doing  for  us.  We  moved  into  our  new 
facility  the  first  of  June.  The  dedication 
service  for  our  new  facility  will  be  on 
September  22  at  3  p.m.  Although  the 
building  is  far  from  being  finished,  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  already  at  work  in  the 
hearts  of  people.  Since  we  started 
having  services  there,  God  has  opened 
floodgates  of  blessing  and  confirmed 
once  again  that  the  move  was  in  His 
will.  Four  have  accepted  Jesus  as  their 
Savior.  Twelve  have  been  baptized, 
thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Pleasant 
Hill  Church  congregation  (Western 
Conference)  who  donated  their  portable 
baptisty  to  us.  Our  membership  has 
increased  from  65  to  79,  with  33  others 
who  come  occasionally.  Several  new 
people  have  shown  an  interest  in 
salvation  and  baptism  so  please  pray 
that  we  will  be  vessels  God  can  use  to 
reach  these  precious  souls.  Our  average 
Sunday  morning  attendance  immed- 
iately jumped  from  the  mid  40's  to  the 
upper  50's,  and  on  Sunday,  June  30,  we 
had  70  people  for  the  morning  worship 
service.  As  I  promised  our  people  to  do 
when  we  reached  that  milestone,  I 
received  a  pie  in  the  face  and  shaved  my 
mustache!  I  have  promised  that  when 
we  reach  100, 1  will  preach  from  the  top 
of  the  building.  I  hope  that  happens 
during  cooler  weather!  There  is  a  feeling 
of  excitement  in  the  air  when  the 
congregation  comes  together  and 
everyone  is  interested  in  bringing  down 
the  communication  barriers.  We  have 
started  a  Communications  Class  where 
we  are  learning  Sign  Language,  Spanish, 
and  English  simultaneously.  Pray  for  us! 

We  have  28  active  hearing-impaired 
members  and  have  ongoing  contact 
with  19  more.  We  will  soon  be  starting 
a  hearing-impaired  club  in  Wayne 


Baptismal  Service 


County.  Through  the  activities  of  this 
club,  we  hope  to  attract  more  hearing- 
impaired  people  to  our  area  and  to  the 
church.  We  are  actually  beginning  to  see 
some  hearing-impaired  people  move  to 
the  Goldsboro  area  from  neighboring 
towns  just  because  of  the  ministry  of 
Blended  Fellowship.  Praise  the  Lord! 

Our  Hispanic  population  is  growing, 
and  some  of  the  English-speaking 
family  members  interpret  for  me  while 
I  preach  in  English  and  Sign  Language. 
Though  we  may  struggle  with 
language,  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  know  no 
boundaries.  Love  knows  no  particular 
language.  Caring  for,  people  and 
treating  them  with  respect  opens  the 
doors  of  their  hearts  to  the  message  of 
the  One  who  died  for  them  and  lives  so 
that  they  might  have  life.  Recently,  a  15- 
year-old  Hispanic  boy  was  tragically 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident. 
Though  the  family  was  not  that 
involved  in  our  church,  we  realized  they 
had  no  one  else  to  help  them.  Our 
members  rallied  around  them  and 
showered  them  with  love  and  support 
in  tangible  ways.  A  few  weeks  ago,  at 
the  end  of  our  morning  worship  service, 
two  people  approached  the  altar. 
Through  a  Spanish  interpreter,  they  told 


Pastor  Doug  gets 
a  pie  in  the  face! 

me  they  wanted  to  be  saved  and 
baptized.  The  two  people  were  the  boy's 
mother  and  stepfather.  Praise  God  for 
taking  a  tragic  situation  and  causing 
eternal  good  to  come  from  it! 

One  of  the  things  that  has  pleased  me 
greatly  in  recent  months  is  observing  the 
spiritual  growth  in  our  flock.  Several  in 
our  congregation,  who  were  once  very 
self-centered  because  of  years  of  poverty 
and  being  labeled  as  undesirable  and 
worthless  by  some  who  would  call 
themselves  normal,  are  now  seeing  the 
value  of  giving  and  sharing,  even  in  the 
midst  of  their  poverty.  They  are  seeing 
God's  strong  hand  at  work  in  their  lives 
as  He  supplies  the  things  they  need. 

We  appreciate  so  much  the  support 
we  have  received  from  our  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  friends  and  partners  in 
ministry.  Your  gifts  are  making  our  work 
possible.  Your  prayers  are  making  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  people.  Thank 
you  for  obeying  the  Lord  and  for  seeing 
ALL  people  as  worthy  of  our  full  effort 
to  win  them  to  Jesus  Christ.  Thanks  to 
all  of  you  who  helped  maked  our  yard 
sale  in  May  a  big  success  as  we  raised 
over  $3,000.  Thank  you  Cape  Fear 
Conference  for  helping  us  in  many  ways 
and  most  recently  with  air  conditioning! 
Also,  we  love  and  appreciate  all  of  you 
from  the  following  churches  who  as 
individuals,  classes,  or  church  bodies 
have  recently  made  contributions  to  our 
ministry:  Bethel,  Smithfield  First, 
Haymount,  Johnston  Union,  Micro, 
Palmer  Memorial,  Riverside,  St.  Mary's 
Grove,  and  Vandora  Springs  (Cape  Fear 
Conference);  Long  Ridge  and  May's 
Chapel  (Eastern  Conference);  Antioch, 
Pleasant  Hill,  and  Stoney  Creek 
(Western  Conference. 
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Christian 
^rt  Q^eview 

by  Rev.  Michael  Warning 


HEDULE  FOR 
r     -iRITAGE  TOUR 
ON  AUGUST  24 

by  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

The  Heritage  Tour  sponsored  by  the 
Heritage  Committee  and  the  Histoircal 
Commission  described  in  the  July  issue 
of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  and  planned  for 
Saturday,  August  24,  is  part  of  our 
celebration  of  the  275th  anniversary  of 
the  beginning  of  organized  work 
among  General  Baptists/Free  Will 
Baptists  in  North  Carolina.  Participants 
in  this  tour  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  learn  more  about  the  spiritual  legacy 
that  has  been  passed  on  to  us  by 
previous  generations.  The  work  of 
Joseph  Parker,  who  organized  Little 
Creek  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  soon  after  he  settled  on  Little 
Contentnea  Creek  in  1756,  will  be 
recognized  by  a  visit  to  that  church  and 
to  his  gravesite.  The  contributions  of 
several  Free  Will  Baptists  who  lived  in 
the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth 
centuries  will  be  noted  by  a  visit  to 
Ayden  Seminary  and  Eureka  College 
in  Ayden. 

Listed  below  is  the  tour  schedule: 

1:00  p.m.  Gather  at  Liberty  FWB 
Church  on  South  College 
Street,  Ayden  (This  is  the 
site  of  Eureka  College 
building  that  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1931.) 

1:20  p.m.       Visit  Ayden  Cemetery 

1:40  p.m.  Ride  by  homes  of  FWB 
leaders  at  the  beginning  of 
the  20th  century 

2:15  p.m.  Arrive  at  Little  Creek 
Church  just  off  Hwy  903, 
about  four  miles  west  of 
Ayden 

3:00  p.m.  Leave  Little  Creek  Church 
(Directions  will  be  given  to 
next  stop) 

3:30  p.m.  Meet  at  gravesite  of  Joseph 
Parker 

4:00  p.m.      The  tour  ends. 

Participants  should  plan  to  have 
lunch  that  day  before  beginning  the 
tour. 


Introduction 

Moses  is  without 
question  one  of  the  most 
prominent  figures  in  the 
Old  Testament  record.  In 
Exodus  3:2-5  we  see  a 
moment  of  encounter 
between  Moses  and  the  God  of  his 
forefathers  and  foremothers.  It  is  Moses' 
encounter  with  God  that  will  shape  his 
life.  The  painter  Feti  has  captured  so 
much  of  the  complex  account  with  Moses 
caught  in  the  act  of  removing  his  shoes 
as  dictated  by  the  voice  from  the  burning 
bush,  for  Moses  is  on  holy  ground. 
Through  Feti's  eyes  and  the  Biblical 
record  we  too  are  there  for  just  a  moment 
on  holy  ground. 

Artistic  Style 

The  work  of  the  painter  Feti  is  strongly 
neoclassical  in  its  depiction  of  the  human 
and  animal  form.  Great  attention  has 
been  paid  to  muscularity,  shading,  and 
skin  tone.  There  is  a  sinuous  quality  of 
the  body  of  a  laborer  here. 

The  neoclassical  traits  in  this  painting 
include  those  fruits  which  remind  us  of 
ancient  frescoes  and  wall  paintings:  the 
emphasis  on  detail  of  the  body  forms,  the 
extraordinary  accuracy  of  all  physical 
material  such  as  the  folding  of  the  cloth 
of  the  cloak  and  the  intensity  of  the  color, 
the  posed  relationship  of  the  central  fig- 
ure Moses  to  the  ram  and  the  bush,  and 
the  dramatic  effect  of  the  light  and  the 
smoke  from  the  burning  bush. 

Symbolism 

The  artist  also  has  established  a  won- 
derful concept  of  the  eternal  trinity  in  this 
frozen  moment  as  Moses  removes  his 
sandals  so  that  his  body  may  be  in  con- 
tact more  fully  with  the  holy  ground  on 
which  he  is  resting  at  this  moment.  The 
ordinary  has  become  extraordinary.  The 
bush  burns  without  being  consumed. 
The  animal  (lower  left)  is  a  ram  ready- 
made  for  the  sacrifice. 


The  artist  has  also  established  a  sym- 
bolic trinity  here  for  Moses  is  destined  to 
walk  upon  holy  ground  and  become  like 
a  prophet  among  the  Egyptians.  In  the 
lower  left  the  sacrifice  of  the  ram  serves 
as  a  foreshadowing  of  the  sacrifice  of 
Jesus.  The  burning  bush  that  which  is  real 
but  inexplicable  becomes  like  the  holy 
spirit  which  leads  Moses  to  the  spot,  sig- 
nifying and  validating  the  presence  of 
God  in  a  paradox.  The  paradox  is  that  the 
bush  burns  but  is  not  consumed. 

What  does  that  fact  mean?  This  is  a  ref- 
erence to  the  consuming  power  of  God 
within  a  believer,  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  within  the  believer,  for  one  burns 
with  passion  and  flames  with  the  desire 
to  signal  the  presence  of  God  as  the  light, 
the  flame,  the  power  of  the  world.  The 
trinity,  therefore,  is  set  in  motion  with 
Moses  as  the  earthly  prophet  (Jesus),  the 
ram  as  the  sacrifice  (Christ),  and  the  burn- 
ing bush  as  the  presence  of  God  (Holy 
Spirit). 

Conclusion 

Very  often  the  Old  Testament  seems  al- 
most too  ancient  and  obscure  for  the 
modern  OFWB  believer.  However,  there 
is  a  wealth  of  symbolism,  historical  con- 
text, and  relevant  teaching  for  the  mod- 
ern reader  who  is  willing  to  see  the  Old 
Testament  with  new  eyes  as  the  artist  Feti 
has  done. 


"Moses  Before  the  Burning  Bush"  by  Feti. 
(Exodus  3:2-5)  in  the  Regency  Bible  of  the 
King  James  Version  of  the  Holy  Bible,  Royal 
Publishers,  Inc.,  1971,  page  241. 
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Part  I:  W.  Burkette  Raper,  A  Short  History  of 

Mount  Olive  College.  Mount  Olive: 
Mount  Olive  College  Press,  2001. 124  pp.  $10. 


<J)r.  ^Pepper's 
cjjook  Qomer 

by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 


Introduction 

"Telling  the  story  of 
Mount  Olive  College  is 
beyond  the  scope  of  any 
one  person.  In  prepar- 
ing this  publication,  I 
am  indebted  to  the  in- 
numerable people  who 


transformed  the  dream 
of  a  college  into  a  vibrant  institution  of 
Christian  higher  education.  Without  their 
vision,  services  and  generosity,  there  would 
be  no  history  to  write,"  notes  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  author  and  president  emeritus  of 
Mount  Olive  College,  in  his  acknowledg- 
ments. This  short  history  of  Mount  Olive 
College  is  a  collection  in  part  of  essays  by 
denominational  leaders  Michael  R.  Pelt, 
Leon  Grubbs,  Gary  Fenton  Barefoot,  Opey 
D.  Jeanes,  and  others.  Raper's  summary 
carries  the  historical  development  of  MOC 
from  its  beginning  in  1951  through  1961 
with  a  landmark  historical  calendar  from 
September  12, 1951  to  2000-2001. 

Birth  of  Mount  Olive  College 

On  September  12,  1951,  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  established  a  "junior  college" 
called  Mount  Allen  Junior  College.  The 
College  opened  at  Cragmont  Assembly  on 
September  22, 1952.  Lloyd  Vernon  was  the 
first  president.  In  1951,  "the  average  annual 
income  in  the  United  States  was  $3,515,  the 
Dow  Industrial  Average  stood  at  257"  (9). 

In  October  1953,  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  purchased  the  Mount  Olive 
Grammar  School  to  relocate  the  College 
from  Black  Mountain  to  Mount  Olive. 

In  August  2,  1954,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  Raper  became  president  and  the  College 
opened  its  doors  as  Mount  Olive  Junior 
College  on  September  14, 1955.  Twenty-two 
students  initially  enrolled. 

By  1956  fifty  acres  were  added  to  the 
Mount  Olive  campus.  Today  there  are  138 
acres. 

Why  was  the  College  born?  As  early  as 
1896,  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
established  an  educational  school,  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Ayden, 
later  known  as  the  Ayden  Seminary,  where 
elementary  and  secondary  courses  were 


offered.  Its  doors  were  closed  in  1925,  but 
the  doors  of  Eureka  College  opened  with 
not  only  a  four-year  high  school  curriculum 
but  also  some  college  courses.  Tragically,  on 
November  5,  1931,  the  main  building  of 
Eureka  College  burned  to  the  ground. 

Yet,  "it  was  out  of  these  ashes  that  Mount 
Olive  College  was  born,"  notes  Raper  (6). 

Mount  Olive  College  was  born  out  of  "the 
deeply  felt  need  for  a  college  that  would 
provide  educational  opportunities  for  the 
growing  number  of  young  people  who 
wanted  the  benefits  of  attending  a  Christian 
college,  but  who  were  not  preparing  for  a 
church-related  vocation,"  declares  Raper  (6). 

Eyewitness  Account 

Raper  tells  us,  "Because  I  am  writing  as 
an  eyewitness,  I  have  chosen  to  write  in  the 
first  person,  when  appropriate,  rather  than 
play  the  role  of  a  detached  third  person. 
This  account  of  the  birth  and  development 
of  the  College,  however,  will  include  more 
than  my  memories  and  reflections"  (2-3). 

This  eyewitness  approach  gives  to  the 
reader  two  realities:  (1)  an  account  of 
historical  facts  as  seen  from  one  who  sees 
the  College  as  a  mission  of  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists;  (2)  a  personal  component  of 
being  with  the  "crowd  of  witnesses"  (vii) 
who  have  made  the  College  not  only  possible 
but  meaningful. 

The  eyewitness  account  of  the  historical 
purchase  of  the  Mount  Olive  Grammar 
School  for  $25,000,  of  the  treasury  of  the 
College  when  moved  to  Mount  Olive  at 
$6.17,  and  of  the  moment  of  decision  to  take 
the  risk  is  exciting  reading.  The  belief  from 
Luke  1:37  comes  to  life:  For  nothing  is 
impossible  with  God. 

Raper's  eyewitness  account  of  his  visit 
to  the  site  of  the  grammar  school  property 
is  poignant:  "After  the  Convention 
adjourned,  my  wife  and  I  drove  to  see  the 
property.  The  outside  view  was  one  of 
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unkept  grounds  with  tall  grass  and  weeds, 
and  the  building  itself  showed  the  marks 
of  not  having  been  used  for  some  time — 
broken  windows,  and  an  overall  drab 
appearance.  Inside,  there  was  fallen  plaster, 
cracked  and  sagging  chalkboards,  upended 
grammar  school  desks,  oil  soaked  floors 
and  so  much  debris  in  the  corridors  that 
passage  through  the  building  was  difficult" 
(17). 

Raper's  eyewitness  account  of  the 
historic  visit  of  the  Rev.  David  W.  Hansley 
to  invite  him  to  become  president  of  the 
College  gives  us  a  glimpse  of  the  roots  of 
faith  that  undergird  the  College.  Raper 
recalls:  "During  the  next  two  weeks,  I 
sought  Divine  guidance  and  the  counsel  of 
trusted  friends"  (24).  Echoes  of  the  early 
American  voice  of  Cotton  Mather  run 
through  Raper's  voice. 

Raper's  eyewitness  account  of  his 
meeting  in  Raleigh  with  Dr.  James  E. 
Hillman  regarding  the  requirements  for 
accreditation  is  direct.  He  records  Dr. 
Hillman's  statement:  "If  you  people  are 
going  down  there  to  make  a  mess,  we  had 
rather  not  have  it  as  a  part  of  the  history  of 
education  in  North  Carolina.  But  if  you 
mean  business  and  will  develop  a  program 
that  conforms  to  the  standards  we  have 
discussed,  you  can  depend  upon  my 
support  and  the  cooperation  of  my  office" 
(27). 

In  1958,  Mount  Olive  College  was 
accredited  as  a  two-year  college  by  the 
North  Carolina  College  Conference  and  in 
1960  by  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  (38). 


Conclusion 

Many  witnesses  have  walked  the  diverse 
roads  to  develop  the  vision  of  the  College: 
Dr.  C.  C.  Henderson,  Mrs.  Mildred 
Southerland  Councill,  Mayor  B.  E.  Bryan, 
Mrs.  Bernice  Lownes,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Moye, 
Mr.  Daniel  W.  Fagg  Jr.,  Dr.  Bonnie  Cone, 
Woodrow  McCoy  and  many,  many  others. 
Raper's  account  is  an  adventure  of  faith,  an 
echo  of  the  belief  of  our  early  American 
ancestors,  and  a  reminder  of  what  it  means 
to  be  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist,  an 
educator,  and  a  risk-taker.  As  long  as  Mount 
Olive  College  has  its  vision  of  "sound 
academic  standards"  which  are  "rooted  in 
the  Christian  faith"  (32),  there  is  not  only 
hope  for  a  stable  future  but  also  joy  in  the 
journey. 
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We  Preach  Not  Ourselves  (or  do  we?) 


by  C.  H.  Overman 


To  the  Corinthians  Paul  wrote:  "For  we  preach  not 
ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord;  and  ourselves  your 
servants  for  Jesus'  sake"  (2  Corinthians  4:5). 

A  sermon  should  not  be  a  preacher's  ego  trip.  Yet,  it 
seems  in  these  days  we  observe  more  and  more  preach- 
ers "expounding"  themselves.  Although  they  may  not 
literally  be  saying,  "Look  at  me,  what  I've  done,  where 
I've  been,  or  whom  I  have  met,"  the  main  focus  of  the 
message  is  not  always  on  Jesus,  the  central  figure,  but 
on  self. 

When  Philip,  the  deacon  evangelist,  was  directed  by 
the  Spirit  to  leave  a  great  revival  in  Samaria  and  jour- 
ney to  a  desert  area,  he  became  a  witness  to  the  Ethio- 
pian eunuch,  a  man  who  was  seeking  an  understand- 
ing about  Jesus  Christ,  although  he  had  the  words  of 
Isaiah  before  him  pertaining  to  Jesus  as  the  Lamb.  Philip 
did  not  hesitate  to  preach"  ...unto  him  Jesus"  (Acts 
8:35).  The  result — the  Ethiopian  believed  and  was  bap- 
tized. 

Philip  could  have  spoken  of  other  things.  He  could 
have  talked  at  great  lengths  about  the  revival  in 
Samaria,  how  he  was  in  the  midst  of  it  all  and  the  great 
things  he  had  done.  He  could  have  told  about  the  trip 
from  Samaria  to  Gaza,  but  he  spoke  about  none  of  these 
things.  (If  he  did,  they  were  of  such  insignificance  they 
found  no  place  in  the  inspired  Word.)  Philip  preached 
about  Jesus.  He  surely  explained  the  passage  from 
Isaiah  and  he  probably  touched  on  the  Birth  of  Christ 
and  all  the  major  events  in  His  life.  His  message  was 
delivered  with  such  power,  love,  and  compassion  that 
the  searching  Ethiopian  understood  and  believed.  What 
if  Philip  had  failed  to  preach  Jesus?  The  good  news 
about  Jesus  Christ  from  the  mouth  of  this  new  believer 
would  never  have  reached  the  hearts  of  the  Ethiopian's 
countrymen. 

Under  certain  circumstances,  the  Apostle  Paul  would 
refer  to  himself,  or  of  some  happening  that  was  rel- 
evant to  the  gospel  message.  In  Acts  22  and  26,  he  re- 
counted his  conversion  experience.  At  times  he  wrote 
about  his  experiences,  perplexities,  weaknesses,  and 
struggles.  Yet,  his  focus  was  always  on  Christ  and  the 
Cross,  as  the  following  verses  verify: 

"But  we  preach  Christ  crucified,..."  (1  Corinthians 
1:23). 

"For  even  though  I  preach  the  gospel,  I  have  noth- 
ing to  glory  of  it:  for  necessity  is  laid  upon  me:  yea, 


woe  is  me  if  I  preach  not  the  gospel"  (1  Corinthians 
9:16). 

"God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified 
unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world"  (Galatians  6:14). 

It  is  true  that  good  illustrations,  human  interest  sto- 
ries, relevant  issues,  current  news,  personal  experi- 
ences, and  humor  have  their  place  in  a  good  sermon  if 
they  add  credence  to  the  gospel  message  and  if  they 
exalt  Jesus,  the  Savior. 

If  we  have  only  ourselves  to  preach  about,  we  really 
have  no  message  to  satisfy  the  spiritual  hunger  of  the 
lost  soul.  We  must  preach  Christ,  for  He  alone  forgives 
and  restores  the  lost  soul  to  its  right  relationship  with 
God. 


DARREN  DAVENPORT 
NAMED  EDITOR 

Before  leaving  the  editorship  at  the  end  of 
May,  I,  along  with  Cliff  Gray,  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  discuss  with  Darren  Davenport  the  pos- 
sibility of  moving  into  the  editorial  department, 
and  eventually  becoming  editor.  In  a  few  days 
he  expressed  his  interest  in  doing  so.  Thus,  for 
more  than  two  months,  under  the  tutorship  of 
Interim  Editor  Sheryll  Wood,  Darren  seriously 
and  efficiently  took  on  the  role  of  editorial  as- 
sistant, and  as  of  August  15  was  named  Editor. 

My  role  during  the  first  three  weeks  in  Au- 
gust has  been  to  simply  help  out  during  this 
transitional  period  and  to  advise  in  whatever 
way  I  can.  I  will  continue  to  do  so  on  a  limited 
basis  as  Editor  Emeritus,  a  title  of  honor  recently 
bestowed  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

On  behalf  of  the  Press,  our  special  thanks  to 
Sheryll  Wood  who  served  as  Interim  Editor 
during  June  and  July,  and  also  to  Marci  Rollins 
who  has  quite  capably  served  the  editorial  de- 
partment during  this  time.  Marci  began  her 
graduate  work  at  Campbell  University  Divin- 
ity School  on  August  20. 
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Cefe&ratina  grandparent's  5)av 

(Editor's  Note:  The  following  letter  was  submitted  by  Annie  Mae  Howell.  She  received  this  letter  from  her  granddaughter  Maile 
Shirley  on  her  birthday  last  December.  They  are  both  members  of  Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Pikeville,  NC.) 

Dear  Grandmother, 

I just  wanted  to  let  you  know  how  much  you  mean  to  me.  I  have  looked  up  to  you  since  I  was  very  little.  I 
remember  many  things  that  you  said  or  did  during  the  many  special  times  I  spent  with  you.  Reading  the  Bible 
and praying  are  the  two  most  important  things  in  your  life.  Your  testimony  is  incredible.  Not  only  did you  talk 
the  talk,  but  you  walked  the  walk.  Not  too  long  ago,  you  told  me  you  did  not  know  if  you  had  ever  done  anything 
for  the  Lord —  if  you  had  ever  been  an  influence  on  anyone.  I  was  totally  surprised  that  you  did  not  know  how 
great  a  testimony  you  had  been  to  me  and  still  are.  If  I  can  be  half  as effective 'as you  have  been  and  are  still  being, 
I  will  count  myselfblessed.  When  you  taught  my  Sunday  School  class,  I  learned  so  much  about  being  a  Chris- 
tian. Now  that  I  think  about  it,  I  believe  that  the  most  effective  Christians  have  no  idea  how  much  they  do for 
the  Lord.  Therefore,  they  don 't  look  for  earthly  recognition.  They  will get  their  rewards  in  Heaven  for  all  that 
they  have  done. 

I  was  at  your  house  earlier  today.  You  were  not  feeling  too  well.  I  took  your  blood pressure  and  monitored 
your  pulse.  I  could  tell  you  were  scared  of  the  way  you  were  feeling  and  the  unknown.  However,  you  were  con- 
stantly concerned  about  me  and  all  that  I  had  to  do  with  two  small  children.  You  didn  't  want  to  be  a  bother.  I 
want  to  tell  you  a  few  things  about  that.  You  have  never  cared  about  what  you  said  when  you  were  being  a 
protective  grandmother.  You  did  not  care  how  mad  you  made  me.  Remember  you  made  me  so  mad,  I  gave  you 
a  peace  offering.  I  remember  buying  it  at  Hallmark.  Well,  that  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  able  to  do  something 
foryou — even  if  it  is  just  taking  your  blood  pressure.  You  willneverbeabothertome.  I  will  get  very  mad  if  you 
don 't  call  me  when  you  need  something.  You  mean  the  world  to  me.  You  are  the  only  grandmother  I  have  ever 
had.  That  doesn  't  count  my  great-grandmother. 

When  I  was  growing  up,  I  thought  you  could  do  anything.  You  could  hang  curtains,  wallpaper,  pictures, 
etc.  A  hammer  and  a  nail  were  all  you  needed.  I  have  seen  you  on  stepladders,  on  counters,  and  on  furniture. 
Now  that  we  have  grown  older,  I  have  had  to  watch  you  slow  down.  You  used  to  be  a  whirlwind.  Now,  you 
have  to  rest  and  take  it  easy.  I  must  admit  it  has  been  hard  to  see  you  get  older  and  move  slower.  Now  is  the  time 
that  lean  thank  you for  all  that  you  have  done for  me.  lean  show  you  how  much  I  love  you  by  doing  little  things 
foryou.  Never  think  you  are  being  a  burden  to  me.  You  are  no  moreaburden  to  me  than  1  was  a  burden  toyou. 
You  will  always  be  a  hero  to  me.  Youarethe  WIND  BENEATH  MY  WINGS. 

Love, 
Maile 

( One  of  your favorite  nine  grandchildren) 
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The  first  week  of  April  2002  was  a 
life-changing  experience  for  those 
participating  in  the  New  York  City 
mission  trip.  Praying,  caring,  and 
sharing  would  describe  some  of  the 
events  that  made  up  the  brief  three 
days  within  one  of  the  largest  cities 
in  the  USA  and  the  world.  The  Rev. 
Mark  Hogan  who  resides  in  New 
York  City  met  with  the  mission  team 
and  brought  a  very  challenging 
message.  The  many  sights  and 
sounds  of  the  city,  and  the  people 
were  almost  overwhelming.  Staying 
within  a  few  buildings  of  Ground 
Zero  really  brought  a  sense  of  the 
great  tragedy  that  had  happened  on 
9-11-01.  The  team  groups 
immediately  began  to  scout  out  the 
city.  Conversations  with  local  New 
Yorkers,  visits  to  fire  stations,  and 
many  other  contacts  were  made 
quickly.  Youth  With  A  Mission 
(YWAM)  provided  training  for  the 
Prayer  Station  ministry.  The  prayer 
station  provided  an  opportunity  for 
team  members  to  distribute  gospel 
literature  and  flyers  and  to  invite 
people  to  stop  for  prayer  and  a  time 
for  sharing  the  gospel.  Our  mission 


New  York  City  Mission  Team  at  the  Prayer  Station 


team  was  divided  into  four  prayer 
station  teams  and  ministered  at 
different  locations.  While  the  prayer 
teams  were  working,  a  team  of  our 
adults  delivered  Kid's  Kare  boxes  to 
the  Briarwood  facility  that  is  home  to 
90  families  in  transition.  In  addition, 
New  Testaments  and  the  Jesus  Video 
were  provided  for  the  families 


present.  Many  lives  certainly  have 
been  "Touched  for  a  Lifetime."  Thank 
you  to  the  Youth  Convention  that 
worked  diligently  to  make  the  trip 
possible.  To  each  church  and 
auxiliary  that  helped  with  funding 
for  the  trip  and  resources  a  big  thank 
you.  May  God  continue  to  give  us  a 
heart  for  New  York  City. 


New  York  City  World  Trade  Center  GROUND  ZERO  (note  the  steel  cross  at  the  far  right  side) 
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CAMBODIAN/THAI  MISSION  CHURCH 

by  Al  Markuson 


Cambodian/Thai  Mission  meets  at  this  Community  Center  in  Moreno  Valley,  CA 


The  Rev.  Kitti  Rojratanakiat  and  his 
wife  Betty  lead  the  Cambodian/Thai 
Mission  Church  located  in  Moreno 
Valley,  California.  Pastor  Kitti,  or- 
dained by  the  Eastern  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  has  been 
serving  this  multi-ethnic  congrega- 
tion for  ten  years.  On  July  7,  2002,  I 
joined  with  the  congregation  in  their 
worship  service.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  service  a  special  presentation  was 
made  to  Pastor  Kitti  and  Betty  on 
behalf  of  OFWB  and  the  Board  of 


Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  for 
their  ten  years  of  service.  The  ap- 
proximately 50  people  who  had  gath- 
ered were  recognized  by  Pastor  Kitti 
as  being  a  congregation  that  was  lov- 
ing, kind,  and  willing  to  do  whatever 
was  necessary  to  see  that  the  needs 
of  the  church  were  met.  Everyone 
does  their  part.  Pastor  Kitti  and  the 
congregation  represent  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
in  a  manner  that  is  positive  and  pow- 
erful. 


Pastor  Kitti  and  his 
wife,  Betty,  receive 
their  ten  year 
recognition  plaques 
from  Executive 
Director  Al  Markuson 
and  Coordinator  of 
Ethnic  Missions  Dr. 
A.  Graham  Lane. 


Missionary  Wayne  Watson  reports 
that  God  is  blessing  the  work  of  Liv- 
ing Faith  Mission.  Located  in  Landis, 
NC  (next  to  Kannapolis  and  near  the 
greater  Charlotte  area),  they  are  ac- 
tively reaching  out  to  their  commu- 
nity with  the  good  news  of  Jesus. 
New  families  are  visiting  with  some 
joining  recently.  Several  individuals 
have  received  Jesus  Christ  into  their 
lives.  If  you  would  like  to  help  this 
mission  church  grow,  perhaps  your 
church,  class,  youth  group,  or  auxil- 
iary could  participate  in  a  mission 
trip  to  their  community.  For  more  in- 
formation call  Home  Missions  office 
at  (252)  746-4963. 


The  Rev.  Wayne  Watson,  Director/Pastor 
of  Living  Faith  OFWB  Mission  Church  in 
Landis,  NC. 
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COVENANT  MISSION  CHURCH 


PROJECT  KID'S  KARE 


Sunday  worship  service  with  visiting  mission  team  from  St.  Mary's  Church  of  New  Bern 


It  is  exciting  to  see  what  is  taking 
place  at  Covenant  Mission  Church  in 
Hope  Mills,  NC.  Missionary  James 
Corbett  reports  that  they  are  continu- 
ing to  pray  and  work  hard  to  reach 
the  level  of  moving  from  mission  to 
church  status.  They  are  increasing  in 
membership  and  are  having  visitors 
in  attendance.  On  the  weekend  of 
July  26-28  the  mission  was  blessed 
to  have  St.  Mary's  Church  of  New 
Bern  send  a  mission  team  from  their 
youth  department  to  conduct  a  one 


day  VBS.  Youth  and  adults  came  pre- 
pared to  share  the  love  of  God.  With 
props,  equipment,  lessons,  skits,  sing- 
ing, crafts,  recreation,  posters,  energy, 
encouragement,  and  a  willingness  to 
be  servants  of  Christ,  they  shared  the 
message  of  what  it  really  means  to 
"trust  Jesus."  The  VBS  on  Sunday,  the 
special  service  during  the  Sunday 
School  hour,  and  their  participation 
in  the  worship,  blended  together  to 
powerfully  "touch  lives  for  a  life- 
time." 


Over  six  hundred  shoe  boxes  were 
distributed  to  children  from  North 
Carolina  to  New  York.  This  child 
evangelism  project  was  made  pos- 
sible by  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
Churches,  classes,  youth  groups, 
woman  auxiliaries,  families,  and  in- 
dividuals planned  and  prepared  the 
boxes.  Kids  Kare  boxes  can  be  a 
project  any  time  of  the  year  but  many 
especially  like  to  participate  during 
the  month  of  October,  November,  and 
December.  Now  would  be  a  great 
time  to  place  this  special  project  on 
your  calendar.  Our  supply  of  pre- 
pared boxes  is  extremely  low.  Re- 
member when  you  reach  a  child  you 
touch  a  family. 


Over  100  gathered  at  the  Chinquapin 
elementary  school  last  December  for  a  Kid's 
Kare  program. 


Executive  Director  Al  Markuson  checks  a 
list  of  the  Kid's  Kare  boxes  that  are  to  be  loaded 
into  the  Home  Missions  van  and  delivered  to 
New  York  City.  LeAnne  Markuson  and  Dr. 
Graham  Lane  (not  pictured)  brought  the 
boxes  out  of  our  storage  area  ready  to  be  trans- 
ported. 
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LAO  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  OF  AMERICA 


The  partnership  between  OFWB 
and  the  Lao  Evangelical  Church  of 
America  (H'mong)  continues  to  be 
strong  and  productive.  Every  depart- 
ment of  the  LEC  is  striving  to  grow. 
They  are  establishing  new  churches 
and  working  hard  to  strengthen  all 
of  their  work.  The  summer  youth 
camps  in  North  Carolina  and  Califor- 
nia continue  to  see  youth  come  to 
faith  in  Christ  and  many  are  baptized. 
Thank  you  for  praying  and  sharing 
which  makes  this  possible. 


Lao  Evangelical  Church  Men's  Department  celebrated  their  tenth  anniversary  in  May,  2002. 
Dr.  Graham  Lane,  Ethnic  Missions  Coordinator  is  seated  in  the  front  with  a  group  during  a 
break  time. 


"T inckina  Lives 
for  a  Lifetime" 


Lao  Evangelical  Church  Annual  Meeting 
in  Stockton,  July  6,  2002. 


SUNRISE  LANDING  MISSION  CHURCH 


The  Director  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  met  with  nine 
members  of  Sunrise  Landing  Mission  in  the  spring  of  2002. 


Located  at  Point  Harbor,  NC,  this 
mission  group  is  making  progress  in 
their  efforts  to  reach  their  community. 
They  are  currently  meeting  on  Thurs- 
day evenings  at  the  Powell's  Point 
Senior  Citizen's  Community  build- 
ing. The  Rev.  Everette  Harper  has 
been  serving  as  interim  missionary. 
He  reports  that  in  the  last  ninety  days 
God  has  been  a  blessing  in  many 
ways.  Individuals  have  come  to  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  and  followed  Him  in 
baptism.  The  worship  attendance  has 
grown  to  14  and  excitement  is  grow- 
ing. 


A  new  sign  has  been  placed  on  the  cleared 
lots  to  let  everyone  know  where  the  new 
church  will  be  located,  as  well  as  where  they 
are  meeting  currently. 
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CONVENTION 


UPDATE 


Ninetieth  Annual  Session 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Tuesday,  September  10,  2002 

12:15         Convention  Golf  Fellowship  Sponsored  by  Executive  Committee 

7:30         Night  of  Evangelism  The  Rev.  Bruce  Jones 

Wednesday  Morning  Session — September  11,  2002 

8:30         Registration  of  Ministers,  Delegates  and  Visitors  Credentials  Committee 

9:00         Convention  Called  to  Order  The  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser,  Secretary 

Congregational  Singing  Music  Director 

Scripture  and  Prayer 

Welcome  to  Mount  Olive  College 

9:10         President's  Remarks  The  Rev.  Leon  Grubbs 

9:20         Executive  Committee's  Report  The  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser,  Secretary 

9:30         Financial  Report  Mrs.  Gloria  Brown,  Treasurer 

Recognition  of  Fraternal  Delegates 
10:00         Project  Solution  Task  Force  Report 

10:10         Nominationg  Committee  Report  Dr.  De  Wayne  Eakes,  Chairman 

Floor  Open  for  Nominations 

10:20         Sunday  School  Board  Report  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 

10:30         Congregational  Singing  Music  Director 

10:40         Retirement  Homes  Report  The  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley 

10:50         Mount  Olive  College  Report  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd 

11:00  Break 

When  the  music  begins,  please  return  to  your  seats  for  the  ivorship  hour. 
11:15         Worship  Heritage  Committee  Presiding 


Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 

1:15         Registration  Re-opens 

1:30        Congregational  Singing  Music  Director 

Scripture  and  Prayer 

1:40        Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  Report  The  Rev.  Al  Markuson 

1 :50        Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Report  Mr.  Cliff  Gray 
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2:00  Foreign  Missions  Report  The  Rev.  Harold  Jones 

2:10  Cragmont  Report  The  Rev.  John  Williams 

2:20  Break 

2:30  Children's  Home  Report  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor 

2:40  Minister's  Program  Report  The  Rev.  Donald  Fader 

2:50  Church  Finance  Report  The  Rev.  Donald  Fader 

3:00  Benediction  and  Recess 

5:45  Sunday  School  Board  Banquet  in  Murphy  Center 

7:30  Wednesday  Evening  Mission  Rally  in  College  Hall 

Thursday  Morning  Worship  Service — September  12,  2002 

9:00         Prelude  Convention  Musicians 

Invocation  Worship  Leader 

Hymn 

Offertory  Scripture  and  Prayer 

Offertory  Presentation  Congregation 

Introduction  of  Speaker  Worship  Leader 

Special  Music 
Message 
Prayer 
10:10  Break 

10:20         Congregational  Singing  Music  Director 

10:25         Historical  Commission  Report  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 

10:30         Chaplain's  Commission  Report 

10:35         Ministerial  Association  Report  The  Rev.  Harold  Swinson 

10:40         Woman's  Auxiliary  Report  Mrs.  Joan  Little,  President 

10:45         Carolina  Bible  Institute  Report  The  Rev.  Rudy  Owens 

10:50         Camp  Vandemere  Report  The  Rev.  Mike  Williams 

10:55         League  Convention  Report  Ms.  Becky  Jo  Sumner 

11:00         Layman's  League  Report 

11:05         Report  of  Credentials  Committee 

11:10  Break 

11:20         Report  of  Resolutions  Committee 

11:30         Memorial  Service  Obituary  Committee 

11:45         Convention  is  Adjourned 

The  Ninety-first  Annual  Session  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  will  be  Announced. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE 


COLLEGE 


Introducing  the  Reverend  Gregory  A.  Day, 
Campus  Minister,  Mount  Olive  College 

An  Interview  with  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  Religion  Department  Chair 


Retiring  Campus  Minister  the  Rev.  Frank 
Harrison  reviews  materials  in  the  FWB  His- 
torical Collection  with  the  newly  appointed 
Campus  Minister,  the  Rev.  Grey  Day. 


On  August  1,  Mount  Olive  College 
found  itself  with  a  new  Campus  Min- 
ister for  the  first  time  in  thirty-one 
years  when  the  Rev.  Gregory  A.  Day 
(or  as  he  prefers,  Greg)  walked  into 
his  new  office  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy 
Regional  Center.  Greg  brings  to  this 
new  work  a  wealth  of  experience  and 
a  deep  commitment  to  Christ.  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  interview  Greg  on 
his  first  day  at  work.  I  trust  that  you 
will  enjoy  getting  to  know  my  friend 
and  colleague. 

Hines:  Greg,  you've  been  associated 
with  Mount  Olive  College  how  long? 

Day:  Since  1994.  I've  been  teaching 
as  an  adjunct  in  the  Religion  Depart- 
ment, primarily  in  the  modular  busi- 
ness major,  teaching  Introduction  to 
the  Bible  and  Business  Ethics. 

Hines:  How  do  you  think  teaching 
these  classes  helped  prepare  you  for 
your  new  work? 


Day:  My  interaction  with  the  nontra- 
ditional  students  has  been  a  unique 
challenge.  These  students  have  a 
spiritual  hunger  that  has  not  been  fed 
in  the  past.  Yet  these  students  repre- 
sent over  half  of  our  student  popula- 
tion. As  part  of  my  ministry  to  the 
campus  as  a  whole,  I  envision  serv- 
ing both  the  traditional  and  nontra- 
ditional  students. 

Hines:  Let's  back  up  a  bit.  Tell  us 
about  yourself.  Where  are  you  from? 
How  did  you  end  up  in  eastern  North 
Carolina? 

Day:  I  was  born  in  West  Virginia  but 
was  reared  in  the  mountains  of  west- 
ern Maryland.  My  early  career  was 
in  management  at  one  of  our  local 
grocery  store  chains.  While  working 
as  a  manager,  I  felt  the  call  to  serve 
the  Lord.  I  originally  felt  the  call  to 
be  a  foreign  missionary,  but  through 
my  experience  at  Southeastern  Semi- 
nary (Wake  Forest),  God  redefined 
my  call  to  become  a  pastor.  In  1989, 1 
began  to  serve  in  Calypso,  NC.  Then 
in  1997,  I  moved  to  Clinton  to  con- 
tinue my  pastoral  service.  Currently, 
I  am  serving  as  interim  pastor  to  the 
Lee's  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

Hines:  So,  you  have  worked  as  a  part- 
time  professor  and  as  a  pastor.  How 
do  you  think  God  has  used  these  ex- 
periences to  prepare  you  for  this  call- 
ing? 

Day:  A  little  philosophy  here. . .  I  be- 
lieve that  the  ministry  of  Jesus  was 
holistic  in  nature.  Jesus  ministered  to 
the  body,  mind,  and  spirit  of  each  in- 
dividual— the  whole  person.  In  my 
calling  as  pastor  and  professor,  I  am 


able  to  fulfill  the  Ephesians  4:11 
model  of  being  pastor/ teacher.  Effec- 
tive ministry  and  healing  happens 
when  the  needs  of  each  person  are 
met  through  ministry  to  the  mind, 
body,  and  spirit.  Or  to  put  this  plainly, 
we  find  hurts  and  heal  them;  we  find 
needs  and  meet  them. 

Hines:  You  may  have  already  an- 
swered this  in  a  way,  but  tell  me  your 
understanding  of  the  mission  of 
Mount  Olive  College,  and  how  do 
you  understand  your  role  in  support 
of  this  mission? ' 

Day:  Well,  (pauses)  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  mission  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege must  center  itself  on  its  found- 
ing principle  of  being  a  Christian 
College.  This  goes  back  to  my  previ- 
ous comment  of  ministry  to  the 
whole  person.  Mount  Olive  College 
must  offer  educational  opportunities 
to  our  ministers  to  prepare  them  for 
effective  service.  This  preparation  is 
as  critical  in  2002  as  it  was  in  1952! 
Coupled  with  that  is  the  need  to  edu- 
cate young  people  in  a  Christian  set- 
ting: to  equip  them  not  only  for  work 
but  for  life  itself  as  a  Christian.  As 
campus  minister  it  is  my  responsibil- 
ity to  model  the  mission  of  the  Col- 
lege through  serving  the  entire  cam- 
pus community  (students,  faculty, 
and  staff).  This  simply  cannot  be 
done  by  sitting  in  my  office  from 
eight  to  five.  Ministry  is  done  where 
people  are — and  it  cannot  be  done 
alone. 

Hines:  I  love  the  vision,  but  let's 
move  to  some  specifics.  What  are 
some  of  your  ideas  for  this  year? 

(Cont.) 
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Day:  My  first  goal  is  to  make  myself 
available  to  each  person  who  is  part 
of  the  College  family.  I  want  to  be 
seen  as  a  minister  who  is  concerned 
about  the  spiritual  needs  of  each  in- 
dividual. So  don't  be  surprised  to 
find  me  eating  lunch  with  different 
students — or  maybe  dropping  by  an 
office  when  a  professor  is  just  about 
at  wits  end — or  in  the  stands  at  an 
athletic  event — or  perhaps  stopping 
in  the  student  lounge  in  the  dormito- 
ries just  to  see  who  might  be  there. 
Ministry  is  not  just  programs;  it  is 
people. 

An  important  part  of  my  work  will 
involve  leading  worship  each  Tues- 
day in  Chapel.  Building  upon  the 
foundation  that  Frank  Harrison  laid, 
I  envision  the  campus  community 
gathering  each  week  to  experience 
worship  and  hear  a  Word  from  the 


Lord.  The  very  act  of  worship  fosters 
community. 

I  hope  to  lead  our  current  student 
fellowship  organizations  to  become 
more  involved  in  local  missions  such 
as  ministry  to  needy  families. 

Hines:  Tell  me  about  your  wish  list. 
What  are  some  of  your  dreams? 

Day:  I  would  like  to  see  the  ministry 
of  Mount  Olive  College  be  not  just  a 
place  of  preparation,  but  also  a  place 
of  sending.  This  might  be  accom- 
plished through  sending  our  gradu- 
ates out  into  the  world  with  more 
than  job  preparation.  We  need  to  pre- 
pare graduates  to  serve  a  hurting 
humanity  with  the  love  of  Christ.  So 
while  our  students  are  with  us,  let's 
get  them  involved  in  mission  and 
ministry.  Some  may  work  on  a  house 


for  Habitat  for  Humanity.  Others 
may  serve  as  volunteers  in  local 
schools  or  nursing  homes.  Others 
may  be  called  to  serve  in  short-term 
missions  programs  such  as  those 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  If  I  can  help  people  to  truly 
understand  that  life's  richest  joy  is 
found  in  serving,  then  my  work  has 
made  a  difference. 

Hines:  Bottom  line,  what  is  your  phi- 
losophy of  ministry? 


Day:  I  have  borrowed  this  phrase 
from  one  of  my  teachers,  Dr.  Sam 

Ballentine:  "We  must  love  God,  and 
live  like  it." 


Visit  the  Mount  Olive  College  Bookstore 


i/i.i  it  dFr^nu  nttkiiiWUU  lufntilttti  ,?,M\M  i  ill  lu 


Visit  the  Mount  Olive  College  Bookstore.  We  have  a  wide  selection  of 
items  including:  hats,  golf  shirts,  sweatshirts,  t-shirts,  umbrellas,  pens, 
mugs,  pewter,  flags,  pendants,  diploma  frames,  art  supplies,  inspirational 
books,  text  books,  and  much  more. 

Manager  Tharen  "Happy"  Taylor 
(919)  658-2502  Ext.  3128  or  (800)  653-0854 
email:  ttaylor@moc.edu 
Shop  online  at  www.moc.edu.  Orders  are  shipped  the  same  day. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTION  NEEDS  ENDOWMENTS 


FOREIGN 


MISSIONS 


Members  of  First  Church  in  Greenville  used 
Hon  for  their  church's  100th  anniversary. 


Articles  in  the  two  previous  edi- 
tions of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  have 
discussed  the  value  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Historical  Collection  to  our 
churches  and  plans  for  expansion  and 
relocation  of  the  Collection  in  the 
College's  new  Communications  Cen- 
ter, one  of  the  College's  top  funding 
priorities. 

To  guarantee  that  the  Collection 
continues  to  be  effective  depends 
upon  proper  funding  for: 

•  An  adequate  salary  for  the  cura- 
tor and  necessary  support  services. 

•  Preservation  of  present  and  pro- 
curement of  future  items  for  the  Col- 
lection. 

•  An  operating  budget  that  will  in- 
clude printing  of  appropriate  publi- 
cations and  other  services  related  to 
the  Collection. 

•  Proper  equipment  to  accomplish 
the  above. 

A  minimum  endowment  of  $1  mil- 
lion is  needed.  An  endowment  is  a 
permanent  fund  where  the  principal 
is  invested  and  the  earnings  are  used 
to  support  the  budget  of  the  Collec- 
tion. 

Named  endowed  funds  ($10,000 
minimum)  may  be  established  by 
individuals,  families  or  churches 


the  Historical  Collection  to  research  informa- 


through  a  plan  of  current  gifts  and 
planned  gifts  (bequests,  annuities, 
trusts,  life  insurance). 

The  Legacy  Endowed  Fund  for  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 
has  recently  been  established  for  gifts 
by  anyone  in  any  amount.  This  fund 
is  ideal  for  gifts  in  memory  of  or  in 
honor  of  those  people  special  to  the 
donor  or  for  donors  who  cannot  give 
at  the  level  of  a  named  fund.  This 
Fund  allows  donors  to  have  part  in 
the  future  of  their  church  by  preserv- 
ing its  history. 

There  is  currently  $81,000  in  eleven 
named  endowed  funds  that  desig- 
nate the  earnings  for  the  Collection. 
In  addition,  there  is  $112,000  in 
planned  gifts  assigned  to  these  funds. 
With  $193,000  in  current  and  planned 
gifts,  we  are  well  on  our  way  of 
achieving  our  first  goal  of  a  $1  mil- 
lion endowment  for  the  Collection. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection 
or  how  to  establish  an  endowed  fund 
for  the  Collection,  contact  W.  Burkette 
Raper  or  Jeff  Daughtry  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive College,  634  Henderson  Street, 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365,  (919)  658- 
5250  or  (800)  653-0854. 


ARIBUNGOS  FWB 
COMMEMORATES 
THE  DEATH 
AND  RESURRECTION 
OF  JESUS  CHRIST 

by  Pastor  June  Buscano 


The  South  District  Chairman  Pastor  June 
Buscano  during  his  talk  at  the  Commemora- 
tion service  at  Aribungos  Church. 


The  Aribungos  Church  commemo- 
rated the  Death  and  Resurrection  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  March  29-31, 
2002.  We  commemorated  the  seven 
last  statements  of  Jesus  from  the 
Cross  which  was  God's  demonstra- 
tion of  His  great  love  to  sinners.  The 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  died  victorously, 
conquered  sin,  death,  and  hell.  Chris- 
tians should  be  identified  with  Christ 
in  salvation.  Salvation  is  centered  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  that's  what  the  Cross 
is  all  about. 

On  March  31,  2002,  the 
commemoration  of  Christ's 
Resurrection  from  the  grave  was 
done  at  Balberan  Beach  Resort  at 
Brooke's  Point,  Palawan.  The 
program  started  at  5  a.m.  Many  were 
blessed  through  God's  Word  and 
fellowship  that  we  have  had.  Some 
of  our  brothers  in  the  Lord  went 
fishing.  They  caught  almost  3  kilos 
of  different  fishes  and  crabs. 

My  family  and  I  have  been 
ministering  in  this  place  for  three 
years.  We  are  thankful  to  God  for  our 

(Cont.) 
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ministry  here  and  for  His  goodness 
and  faithfulness.  We  are  asking  for 
your  prayers  that  the  gospel  of  God 


may  continually  spread  throughout 
this  mostly  Muslim  population. 
To  God  be  the  glory. 


(Pictured  at  right):  The  brethren  of  Aribungos  Church  located  in  the  Philippines  after  their 
commemoration  of  the  Death  and  Resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Helping  Hands  Together 

by  Annaliza  Brandio 

We  are  very  thankful  for  God's  grace.  Recently  one  of  our  brethren  in 
Maranatha  Church  donated  money  to  start  renovating  our  church. 

The  Central  District  workers  held  bayanihan  for  flooring  of  the  church  build- 
ing. We  continue  praying  for  financial  assistance  to  finish  up  the  work. 

Thank  you  for  supporting  through  prayer  and  may  the  Lord  continue  to 
bless  us. 


DON'T  MISS 

The  Annual  Convention 
Mission  Rally 
Foreign  Missions 

in  Charge 
September  11,  2002 
7:30  p.m. 
College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 

Come  visit  the  fields 
with  us  through  music, 
testimonies,  and 
visual  aids. 
Program  Personalities: 
Short-Term  Team 
Members 
Message: 
Dr.  Don  Ribeiro 
Special  Music  by 
Judy  Bowen  and 

Christie  Hill 

WHY  NOT  CALL  OFF 
PRAYER  MEETING 
AND  COME  TO 
THE  RALLY? 
This  will  be  an  exciting 
evening  that  you  will 

long  remember. 
SPECIAL  OFFERING: 
Your  special  offering  at 

this  Mission  Rally  is 
vital  for  the  continued 
growth  of  your 
missions  program. 

Begin  to  pray 
NOW  and  ask  God 
to  reveal  to  you 
what  your  contribution 
should  be  this  year. 
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CHILDREN'S 


HOME 


CHURCH  GROUPS  VISIT  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


On  July  20,  2002,  St.  Mary's 
Church,  New  Bern,  NC,  visited  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
campus.  Gary  Lee,  vice  president, 
gave  the  group  a  tour  of  the  campus 
including  Genesis  house.  He  talked 
with  the  group  about  current  pro- 
grams and  services  the  ministry  is 
offering  to  children  and  families.  The 
Ladies  Auxiliary  and  Embrace  Circle 
sent  items  from  our  needs  list  such 
as  a  toaster  oven,  refrigerator,  clean- 
ing supplies,  and  personal  items. 


The  Ladies  Auxiliary  and  Embrace  Circle  donated  items  from  the  Children's  Home  Needs 
List. 


On  August  3,  2002,  Wildwood 
Church,  Garner,  NC,  presented  the 
Children's  Home  with  $1500.  This 
contribution  was  toward  our 
"Change  for  Children"  campaign. 


Pictured:  Pastor  Eddie  Franks;  Associate 
Pastor  Doug  Sanders;  Youth  Committee 
President  Gary  Linton;  Deacon  Doug  Jetters; 
youth,  and  members  of  Wildwood  Church. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  has  been  busy 
getting  the  children  ready  for  school.  The  children  had  a  back 
to  school  surprise  pizza  party  to  kick  off  the  school  season. 
Our  agency  social  workers  enrolled  six  new  residents  into 
school.  The  cottage  parents  attended  new  student  orientations 
with  the  residents.  The  residents  have  been  shopping  for 
clothes  so  they  can  look  their  best.  School  supplies  have  been 
issued  to  each  child  and  cottages.  The  children  will  officially 
begin  school  on  August  12,  2002.  Our  two  college  students 
will  leave  our  campus  at  the  end  of  August.  Without  the 
support  of  our  churches  we  would  not  have  had  all  the 
supplies  needed  to  help  the  children  enter  school  with 
confidence  and  security. 
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WESTERN  AND  CAPE  FEAR  YOUTH 
FUN  DAY  AT  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


The  Western  and  Cape  Fear  District 
Youth  joined  together  to  host  a  fun  day 
at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  on  Saturday,  August  3.  Between 
the  two  districts,  27  churches  were 
represented  with  around  400  people 
there.  The  morning  started  off  with  a 
worship  service  being  held  in  the 
Whitley  Center,  with  Pastor  Doug 
Seymour  of  Blended  Fellowship  (Cape 
Fear  District)  presenting  the  devotion. 
A  pizza  lunch  was  served,  then  games 
were  held  outside  on  the  grounds. 

The  Western  and  Cape  Fear  District 
Youth  held  a  campaign  to  raise  $1,500 
to  go  toward  a  big  screen  TV  for  the 
recreation  center  at  the  Children's 
Home.  After  all  the  donations  were 
turned  in,  a  total  of  $4,571  was  raised. 
The  money  will  be  used  to  go  toward 
the  TV,  along  with  other  needs  for  the 
recreation  center.  Monetary  donations 
were  also  received  for  support  of  the 
Children's  Home  that  totaled  over 
$1,800.  The  Western  and  Cape  Fear 
District  Youth  were  proud  to  give  the 
Children's  Home  over  $6,300. 

Along  with  the  money,  churches  also 
brought  school  supplies,  hygiene 
supplies,  and  other  needed  items. 
There  were  so  many  supplies  brought 
in  that  the  back  of  Heritage  Hall  was 
full. 

The  Western  and  Cape  Fear  District 
Youth  would  like  to  thank  all  churches 
that  went  and  supported  the  Children's 
Home. 


Scoff  Lane  checks  that  all  is  in  place  before 
the  churches  start  to  arrive.  Officers  Nikki 
Jones  (Cape  Fear)  and  Mindy  Glover  (West- 
ern) registered  each  church  group. 


(Pictured  at  left): 
The  Western  and 
Cape  Fear  District 
Youth  joined  to- 
gether to  host  a  fun 
day  at  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's 
Home  on  August  3, 
2002. 


The  350  plus  crowd  gathered  for  opening  activities. 


(Pictured  at  left): 
Roberta  Widhalm  and 
Daniel  McLamb  (Cape 
Fear  Officers)  address- 
ing the  group  as  Doug 
Seymour  interprets  in 
sign  language. 


(Pictured  at  right): 
A  group  play  volleyball 
at  Fun  Day 
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CRAGMONT 


NEWS 


Woman's  Conference 
*)uly  29- August  3,  2002 

by  Becky  Jo  Sumner 

"Too  Busy  Not  to  Come"  might  be  a  good  paraphrase  for  this  year's  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference.  In  our  nonstop 
lives  of  today  we  certainly  need  to  slow  down  from  time  to  time  for  revitalization  in  our  Christian  commitment.  That 
renewal  needs  to  begin  and  continue  with  prayer.  Our  Bible  teacher,  Deborah  King,  opened  that  door  of  communion 
with  God  for  us  through  a  study  of  Bill  Hybel's  book,  Too  Busy  Not  to  Pray. 

Our  camp  days  began  with  inspirational  devotions  by  Ramona  Norman  that  invited  us  to  be  still  and  draw  near  to 
our  Lord.  In  the  evenings  we  searched  the  life  of  Gideon  and  discovered  he  was  quite  human  needing  to  stop  and 
listen  to  the  voice  of  God. 

In  the  peaceful  rest  of  our  week  Alma  Cox,  music  director,  and  JoAnn  Parrish,  pianist,  taught  us  we  are  never  too 
busy  to  praise  our  Lord.  Under  the  direction  of  Eunice  Sexton  we  discovered  the  time  to  laugh  at  our  own  silliness 
during  "fun  time"  which  included  "Name  That  Tune"  and  "What's  in  Your  Pocketbook?"  segments.  We  were  invited 
to  spend  time  "Cragmont  remembering  and  dreaming"  as  the  Rev.  John  Williams  spoke  with  us  about  Cragmont's 
"New  Heights"  project. 

On  Friday  night,  the  Rev.  Harold  Jones  reminded  us  we  should  never  be  too  busy  for  missions  as  he  shared  informa- 
tion from  short  term  mission  trips  and  our  mission  work.  His  message  led  us  into  a  better  understanding  of  prayer  in 
times  of  stress. 

Our  directors  for  the  week,  Teresa  Ball  and  May  Pittman,  directed  us  into  a  less  busy  time  where  we  could  stop  to 
reflect  and  pray.  We  departed  Saturday  morning  with  the  sure  knowledge  that  we  are  "Too  Busy  Not  to  Pray." 


0abr ief  Qhurch  Services 

Quality  Church  Furnishings 
Floor  Coverings,  and  Church  Equipment 


Church  Pews  t  Steeples 

Windows  t  Chairs  t  Cushions 

Baptistries  t  Tables  t  Pulpits 

Pew  Padding  t  Re-upholstery 

We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets 
at  Mill  Prices! 


Ask  about  our  easy  payment  programs! 

(800)  639-7397 

Visit  our  website  at:  www.newpews.com  IMPERIAL 
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Camp  Vandemere 


Women's  Week  Reflections 

by  Mrs.  Glenda  Landen 


Group  that  attended  '"Woman's  Week  2002"  at  Camp  Vandemere. 


This  was  my  second  year  attend- 
ing Women's  Week  at  Camp 
Vandemere.  I  would  recommend  it  to 
anyone  wanting  to  get  away  from  the 
everyday  fast-paced  life  most  of  us 
lead.  It  is  a  combination  of  Christian 
fellowship  and  spiritual  awareness 
that  makes  one  look  forward  to  this 
week  all  through  the  coming  year. 
This  year  we  were  told  of  some  of  the 
courageous  Free  Will  Baptist  women 
who  made  big  impacts  on  the  lives 
of  people  who  never  would  have  had 
the  chance  to  know  the  Bible  or  God's 
Word  in  any  form.  Hats  off  to  these 
women  and  to  those  women  whose 
contributions  are  at  work  today  in 
many  of  our  churches.  Sometimes  we 
forget  to  thank  people  for  the  small 
things  they  do  for  us  each  day.  This 
year  at  Vandemere  we  were  intro- 
duced, in  a  most  compelling  way,  to 
the  different  things  we  can  do  to  be  a 
servant  of  the  Lord  and  have  a 
servant's  heart. 

Each  morning  we  were  awakened 
by  a  woman  in  black.  Her  name  is  Sue 
Griffin,  and  she  was  our  speaker  for 
the  week.  (She  really  scared  some  of 


us  that  first  morning).  She  would 
quote  the  passages  of  Scripture  that 
were  appropriate  to  our  "Servant's 
Heart"  theme.  To  be  awakened  by 
someone  kissing  you  on  the  cheek 
with  a  smiling  face  was  attention  get- 
ting! She  wore  an  authentic  costume 
from  the  Middle  East  that  covered  her 
face  with  a  veil  like  we  have  seen  in 
the  news  recently.  She  really  got  into 
her  role  and  was  so  dedicated  to  be- 
ing our  servant  that  we  became  ser- 
vants too. 

We  were  blessed  to  have  two 
outstanding  Christian  women  to  co- 
direct:  Judith  Kennedy  and  Stumpy 
Quinn.  These  women  worked  many 
months  before  June  17,  as  was 
evident,  to  get  everything  ready.  It 
looked  so  simple  to  those  of  us  "just" 
attending.  Guest  speakers  were 
contacted  well  in  advance  to  come  to 
the  afternoon  and  evening  sessions. 
Activities  had  to  be  scheduled,  and 
devotions  had  to  be  given. 
Volunteering  for  various  jobs  were 
some  very  talented  ladies.  Each  lady 
did  an  outstanding  job  and  proved 
to  us  that  the  directors  knew  who  to 


ask  to  get  that  job  done.  Stumpy  and 
Judith  had  everything  running 
smoothly  the  entire  week.  Thank  you 
for  your  dedication  and  willingness 
to  make  "Woman's  Week"  a  success. 

Our  theme  was  "A  Servant's 
Heart,"  and  nothing  could  be  more 
humble  than  the  washing  of  someone 
else's  feet.  I  had  never  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  this  ordinance 
and  found  it  most  inspiring.  To  serve 
humbly  and  gladly  should  be  a  part 
of  our  daily  lives. 

We  left  Vandemere  with  a  heart 
filled  with  love  and  hope  that  each 
of  us  would  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  others  and  that  they  could  see 
Jesus  in  us. 

If  each  year  you  say  to  yourself, 
"Next  year  I  will  attend,"  make  2003 
that  year.  You  will  receive  a  blessing, 
and  each  year  thereafter  you  will 
want  to  go  again  for  more  blessings. 


CAMP  MANAGER 
NEEDED 

Camp  Vandemere  (located  on 
the  Bay  River  in  Pamlico  County) 
is  in  need  of  a  Camp  Manager. 
The  position  will  be  open  Janu- 
ary 1, 2003,  and  all  interested  par- 
ties must  be  willing  to  start  on 
that  date.  If  you  feel  that  God  is 
leading  you  in  this  direction, 
please  contact:  Rev.  Mike  Scott, 
655  Piney  Neck  Road, 
Vanceboro,  NC  28586;  phone, 
(252)  244-2245. 

Camp  Vandemere  is  owned 
and  operated  by  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  and  is  dedicated  to  serv- 
ing the  Lord,  His  church  and  the 
family  through  a  Christ-centered 
camping  experience. 
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Layman's  League 


Layman's  T>a\j 
T< %rhoro  Tirst  Tree  Witt  (Baptist  Church 


It  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  men 
of  the  Tarboro  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  to  be  in  charge  of  the  morning 
worship  service  one  Sunday  a  year  for 
more  than  forty  years. 

On  Sunday  morning,  June  23,  2002, 
Layman's  League  President  Larry  P. 
Hathaway  was  in  charge  of  the  pro- 
gram. The  choir  and  ushers  consisted 
of  the  men  of  the  Layman's  League.  R. 
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Larry 
Hathaway, 
President 


Billy 
Trevathan, 
Program 
Speaker 


R.  C.  Meads, 
Special  Music 


Jimmy 
Summerlin, 
Special  Music 


Submitted  by  ].  M.  Langley,  Secretary 

C.  Meads  and  Jimmy  Summerlin  each 
rendered  special  music. 

Billy  Trevathan  delivered  the  morn- 
ing message,  keeping  with  the  motto 
of  the  Layman's  League — -"serving  and 
obeying  God." 

This  was  a  very  special  day  for  the 
Laymen's  League  and  greatly  appreci- 
ated by  the  congregation. 

Tarboro  First  Free  Will  Baptist 


Layman's  League  meets  monthly  on 
the  Wednesday  night  following  first 
Sunday.  We  are  involved  in  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Central  Conference  and  State 
programs. 

Other  local  Layman's  League  tradi- 
tional events  include  Christmas  fruit 
bags,  witnessing  at  the  Edgecombe 
County  Prison,  and  our  annual  Fish  Fry 
for  the  church  each  spring. 


Layman's  Choir 


COMING  EVENTS 


September  9,  2002 
Central  Conference 
Layman's  League 
Ormondsville  Church 
Meal:  6:45  p.m.  Business:  7:30  p.m. 

September  12,  2002 
October  10,  2002 
Executive  and  Promotional 
Board  Meetings 
7  p.m.  at  VFW  Building 
Snow  Hill,  NC 


Coming  Soon 


Camp  Vandemere 
Fishing  Fundraiser 


DON'T  FORGET! 

The  Layman's  League  is 
raising  money  to  build  the 
new  Cragmont  Trading 
Post  (Building  No.  8)  at 
Cragmont.  You  can  help! 
Please  send  your  contribu- 
tions to  Cragmont  and  ear- 
mark it  for  the  Cragmont 
Trading  Post  (Building  No. 
8). 

The  Layman's  League  is 
also  planning  to  frame  this 
building.  If  you  would  like 
to  help,  please  contact 
Elmer  Harrell  at  (252)  747- 
2894.  Your  help  in  any  way 
will  be  greatly  appreciated. 
May  God  richly  bless  you 
in  doing  His  will. 
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y©ath  News 


See  /on  at  fcfie  Pole 


During  the  past  12  years,  millions  of 
young  people  have  bowed  to  pray  for 
their  schools  as  part  of  See  You  at  the  Pole — 
National  Day  of  Student  Prayer  (SYATP), 
asking  God  to  bring  moral  and  spiritual 
awakening  to  their  campuses  and  their 
countries.  SYATP  is  a  movement  of 
prayer  that  revolves  around  students 
praying  together  on  the  third  Wednesday 
of  September,  usually  before  school  and 
usually  at  the  school's  flagpole.  This  year, 
the  event  is  scheduled  for  Wednesday, 
September  18. 

SYATP  is  a  student-initiated  and  stu- 
dent-led movement  that  started  in  the 
small  town  of  Burleson,  Texas,  in  1990. 
SYATP  gatherings  frequently  include  heart- 
felt singing  and  passionate  prayer  and  involve  students  in  elementary  schools,  middle  schools,  high  schools, 
colleges,  and  universities.  In  2000,  well  over  2  million  young  people  met  for  SYATP  in  all  50  of  the  United 
States.  There  were  also  reports  from  countries  on  six  continents,  including  Australia,  Bahrain,  Bolivia,  Canada, 
Germany,  Ireland,  Japan,  Korea,  Malaysia,  Netherlands,  Philippines,  and  Swaziland. 

Everything  necessary  for  students  to  plan  and  promote  a  successful  SYATP  is  available  free  at  www.syatp.com. 
Many  church  congregations  plan  to  show  support  for  SYATP  by  sponsoring  special  commissioning  services 
September  14-15,  the  weekend  before  SYATP.  Participants  will  recognize  and  pray  for  Christian  students  and 
educators. 

God  is  continuing  to  call  His  people  to  repentance  and  prayer.  Countless  inspiring  testimonies  of  how  He 
has  used  SYATP  to  bring  students  to  Christ  and  to  change  lives  affirm  God's  power  to  answer  those  who  cry 
out  to  Him  in  humble  dependence.  Join  the  millions  from  across  our  nation  and  around  the  world  as  they 
continue  to  pray  that  God  will  bring  revival.  Whether  you  stand  by  yourself  at  your  school  or  among  hundreds 
who  pray  on  your  campus,  become  a  part  of  this  vast  united  movement  of  prayer.  Don't  be  left  out  of  what  God 
wants  to  do  with  your  campus,  your  city,  and  our  world  through  your  prayers. 


See  You  at  the  Pole— September  18,  2002 
National  Day  of  Student  Prayer: 

A  movement  of  prayer  that 
revolves  around  students 

praying  together. 
Make  plans  to  be  there! 
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e  &  Events 

News  From  Powhatan  Church 


On  June  30,  some  of  the  Powhatan 
members  who  went  on  the  New  York 
Mission  trip  helped  present  a  pro- 
gram about  it  to  the  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary of  Goldsboro  First  Church.  State 
Youth  President  Heather  McPherson 
of  Beaverdam  and  State  Youth  Direc- 
tor Martha  Parsons  of  Covenant  dis- 
cussed the  background  planning  and 
what  blessings  they  received  from  the 
trip.  Roberta  Widhalm,  Crystal  Guy, 
Nikki  Jones,  and  her  mother  (all  from 
Powhatan)  each  shared  their 
thoughts  about  the  trip  and  how  it 
feels  to  be  speaking  to  strangers 
about  your  faith.  Assistant  State  and 


Submitted  by  Rita  Jones 

Western  District  Director  Scott  Lane 
told  about  working  with  the  Youth 
With  a  Mission  (YWAM)  program 
who  is  planning  a  second  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.  in  September.  The 
audience  asked  questions  about  in- 
structions received,  financing, 
timeframe,  transportation,  etc.  Re- 
freshments followed  in  the  fellow- 
ship hall  and  there  were  additional 
pictures  and  information  shared  dur- 
ing the  fellowship  time. 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  the 
week  of  July  7-12  with  the  theme 
"Faith  Mountain."  A  challenge  was 
made  between  the  males  and  females 


Teen  class  from  VBS  sang  at  commencement:  Front  row:  Roberta  Widhalm,  Nicole  Lee, 
Crystal  Guy,  Abbey  Blackman,  Summer  Davis,  Nikki  Jones,  Sarah  Barbour,  Tiffany  Benson, 
and  Cynthia  Narron.  Back  row:  Kerry  Chestnut,  Daniel  Bagley,  Justin  Byrd,  and  Phillip  James. 


The  Woman's  Auxiliary,  along  with  three  youth  of  Powhatan  Church  sponsored  a  pizza 
lunch  for  the  residents  of  the  Children's  Home.  Left  to  right:  Jackie  Guy,  Julie  Capps,  Ollie 
Brady,  Connie  Barton,  Sarah  Carroll,  Nikki  Jones,  Daniel  Cole,  Roberta  Widhalm,  and  Sara 
Peedin. 


to  have  offerings  counted  separately 
and  end  up  with  a  pie  in  the  face  for 
a  youth  leader  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
When  the  females  gave  the  higher 
offering  total,  Lisa  James  had  the 
honor  of  delivering  the  whipped 
cream  pie  in  the  face  of  her  husband, 
Phillip  James.  She  was  surprised 
when  he  returned  with  another  pie 
and  delivered  it  to  her  face.  The  di- 
rectors determined  that  both  the  girls 
and  guys  worked  hard  enough  that 
each  deserved  to  be  rewarded!  The 
total  offerings  in  2002  were  more  than 
the  combined  offerings  in  2000-2001. 
Thank  you  to  Ann  Narron  and  Cathy 
Lee,  directors  for  this  year's  VBS.  We 
had  an  average  of  88  in  attendance 
with  an  average  nightly  offering  of  a 
little  over  $114.  There  were  59  with 
perfect  attendance  for  the  week,  with 
the  teen  class  having  the  most  per- 
fect attendance  with  13. 


Lisa  and  Phillip  James  each  received  a  pie 
in  the  face  as  part  of  the  competition  for  the 
children  who  gave  the  most  money  at  VBS. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  visited  the 
Children's  Home  on  Sunday,  July  21, 
and  sponsored  a  pizza  lunch  for  the 
group.  Seven  women  and  three  youth 
carried  the  pizza,  salad,  chips, 
desserts,  and  drinks  down  after  the 
morning  service  along  with  gifts  of 
recreational  items.  We  were  able  to 
meet  one  of  the  two  college  freshmen 
to  whom  we  had  sent  a  cash  gift  to 
earlier  in  the  month.  She  plans  to 

(Cont.) 
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EMMAUS  FELLOWSHIP  DAY  AT 
FREE  UNION  CHURCH,  SEA  LEVEL 


attend  Appalachian  State  in  Boone. 
Ms.  Janie  Sowers  gave  us  a  tour  and 
a  little  history  of  the  Children's 
Home.  It  was  a  great  visit  and  we 
thank  Ms.  Sowers  and  the  young 
people  for  the  fellowship. 

At  our  quarterly  meeting  plaques 
were  presented  to  Joyce  Carter, 
former  treasurer,  and  Kerry  Chestnut, 
former  chairman  of  our  deacon 
board,  in  honor  of  their  years  of 
service.  We  ask  for  prayer  support  for 
Julie  Capps,  our  treasurer  for  2002- 
2003;  Sandra  Peedin,  her  new 
assistant;  and  Scott  Chestnutt  who 
follows  in  his  father's  footsteps  as 
chairman  of  the  deacon  board. 

A  Youth  Revival  was  held  July  27- 
28  with  Troy  Lee  of  Everett  Chapel 
bringing  the  message  on  Saturday 
evening  and  Eric  "Smiley"  Narron 
being  the  speaker  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing. Youth  members  also  took  charge 
of  services  for  the  morning.  Crystal 
Guy,  daughter  of  Jackie  and  Mark 
Guy,  was  named  Youth  Member  of 
the  Year.  She  has  been  a  member  at 
Powhatan  for  several  years,  a  church 
and  district  officer,  a  member  of  the 
Bible  Bowl  Team,  and  is  very  active 
in  all  youth  activities.  We  thank  her 
for  all  her  contributions  to  our  youth 
program  and  pray  for  her  continued 
faithfulness  to  His  service. 


REVIVAL 
AT  LITTLE  CREEK 

Little  Creek  Church, 
Scuffleton,  will  be  holding 
revival  September  30-Oc- 
tober  2,  each  night  begin- 
ning at  7  p.m.  The  guest 
speaker  will  be  Jay  Tripp 
and  "Called  Out"  will 
provide  music  each 
evening.  Please  come  out 
and  join  us  for  a  great  time 
of  worship.  Contact 
Donald  Stokes  at  (252) 
524-3358  with  any  ques- 
tions. 


Free  Union  Church  in  Sea  Level  was 
full  July  21,  2002.  It  was  the  Emmaus 
Fellowship  Day  where  people  from  all 
over  eastern  North  Carolina  gather  for 
fellowship,  song,  gift-giving,  a 
message,  and  prayer.  The  Gospel  Five, 
David  Lawrence  Swain,  and  Brittany 
Saulmann  brought  music  to  the  people 
while  Gloria  Taylor  played  the  piano. 
Hillary  Gaskins,  Michael  Warning,  and 
Dean  Worthington  brought  prayer  to 
the  people  while  Cliff  Gray,  executive 
director  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press, 
brought  the  message  to  the  people. 

"The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  began 
its  mission  outreach  in  1873.  Next  year 
will  be  our  130th  anniversary,"  said 
Cliff  Gray,  speaker.  "The  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  actually  pre-dates  the 
OFWB  Convention,"  he  noted.  Also  in 
his  message  he  focused  on  the  vision 
of  what  a  church  might  be. 

Reading  from  Matthew  9:9-13,  Mr. 
Gray  emphasized  that  Jesus  went  out 
to  the  people,  to  the  sinners,  to  people 


Original  Free  Will  Baptists  shake  speaker 
Cliff  Gray's  hand,  thanking  him  for  the 
message  at  the  Emmaus  Day  Fellowship. 
(From  left  to  right)  Hillary  Gaskins  of 
Vanceboro,  David  Lawrence  Swain  ofErnul, 
Michael  Warning  of  Atlantic  Beach,  and  Cliff 
Gray. 


who  needed  a  physician.  Jesus  sought 
to  reach  those  who  were  lost,  those  who 
needed  to  repent. 

Mr.  Gray  insisted,  "The  work  of  the 
church  is  not  done  only  within  the 
walls  of  a  building.  The  work  of  the 
church  must  also  be  done  outside.  We 
come  to  church  to  get  our  batteries 
charged  and  to  go  outside  and  do 
God's  work.  We  go  out  and  find  the 
hurting  people  of  this  world." 

Mr.  Gray  noted  two  kinds  of 
churches — one  focused  on  itself,  the 
other  focused  on  reaching  a  lost  world 
for  Christ.  "What  is  the  power  of  the 
gospel?"  asked  Mr.  Gray. 

"The  power  of  the  gospel  is  to  change 
lives.  When  we  come  into  the  presence 
of  Jesus  we  become  changed  people. 
And  Jesus  Christ  is  the  best  deal  you'll 
ever  make.  Christ  will  give  you 
purpose.  This  is  the  message  the  church 
should  be  spreading.  Are  you?"  he 
challenged. 


The  Fulcher family  break  bread  together  at 
the  Emmaus  Day  Fellowship  at  Free  Union, 
Sea  Level,  NC. 


Gregory 
Brown  holds 
his  beautiful 
daughter 
Taylor 
during  the 
gift-giving 
ceremony. 


Lorraine 
Wade 
organized  the 
fresh  shrimp 
and  chicken 
meal  for  the 
Emmaus 
Day  event. 
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CHILDREN  AT  REEDY  BRANCH  CHURCH  LEARN 
THE  BUZZ  ABOUT  GOD'S  LOVE 


Do  you  want  to  know  the  "buzz" 
about  God's  love?  Then  just  ask  any  of 
the  over  40  children  who  recently 
attended  "Bug  Safari"  Vacation  Bible 
School  at  Reedy  Branch  Church, 
Winterville,  NC.  The  children  will 
respond  to  your  question  by  telling  you 
that  God  knows  us,  God  helps  us,  God 
is  our  friend,  God  forgives  us,  and  God 
shows  us  how  to  love  others. 

The  week  was  kicked  off  with  a  day 
of  family  fun  complete  with  moon 
walks,  a  dunking  booth,  water  games, 
cotton  candy,  snow  cones,  a  cookout, 
and  a  clown.  Each  night  of  Bible  School, 
the  children  learned  one  of  five  Bible 
points  through  interactive  classes, 
snacks,  theater,  crafts,  and  music.  At 
theater  time,  the  children  also  received 
Bible  memory  bugs  with  the  day's  Bible 


Submitted  by  Marci  Rollins,  Youth  Director 

verse  written  on  them.  The  entire  group 
gathered  back  at  8:30  p.m.  for  a  Firefly 
Finale  in  which  the  night's  Bible  Point 
was  re-emphasized  with  more  songs 
and  a  visual  lesson. 

After  the  children  learned  of  God's 
love  for  them,  they  learned  that  God 
wants  us  to  love  others.  Throughout 
the  week  the  children  worked  in  two 
different  ways  in  order  to  show  God's 
love  for  others.  The  first  way  was 
through  their  offerings.  In  the  form  of 
a  competition  between  the  boys  and  the 
girls,  the  children  gave  close  to  $500  in 
pennies  and  silver  change.  The  money 
will  be  split  between  the  Children's 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions.  The 
children  also  worked  on  Bible  coloring 
books  to  be  sent  through  the 
International  Bible  Society  to  children 


in  Bulgaria  and  Russia. 

This  was  my  first  Bible  School  at 
Reedy  Branch,  but  I  could  tell  that  the 
children  were  excited  like  they  never 
had  been  before.  All  the  students  at 
Bible  School,  from  preschoolers  to 
adults  enjoyed  the  transformation  of 
the  sanctuary  into  a  Bug  Safari,  the 
hallway  into  an  ant  tunnel,  and  the 
classrooms  into  caves  and  outdoor 
scenes.  Already  the  adults  are  talking 
about  what  to  do  next  year  to  make  it 
equally  exciting. 

In  addition  to  thanking  all  of  the  over 
40  adults  who  helped  to  make  this  Bible 
School  a  success  for  the  children,  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  Free  Union 
Church  in  Greene  County  and  Stoney 
Creek  Church  in  Wayne  County  for 
allowing  us  to  borrow  decorations. 


VBS  Director  Cindy  Evans  and  Mr.  Chadder,  Lee  Warren  helped  Preschoolers  at  Chadder  Chipmunk  Theater 

to  increase  the  excitement  of  the  week. 


Beginners  at  Doodlebug  Crafts. 
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SMYRNA  YOUTH  HAVE  VBS  AND  COMPETITION 

Submitted  by  Helen  Smith 


Children  and  youth  at  Smyrna 
Church  in  the  Cape  Fear  Conference 
recently  learned  about  the  impor- 
tance of  having  faith  through  this 
year's  Faith  Mountain  Vacation  Bible 
School.  Exciting  lessons  and  visits 
from  Clifford,  the  mountain  goat, 
made  Bible  School  delightful  for  all 
who  were  in  attendance. 

Smyrna's  youth  also  recently  par- 
ticipated in  the  State  Singing  Com- 
petition held  in  Benson  and  brought 
home  five  first  place  trophies.  First 


place  trophies  were  given  to  the  fol- 
lowing groups:  the  junior  choir  "His 
Kiz,"  the  junior  duet  "Heaven  Sent," 
the  senior  choir  "The  Smyrna  Testa- 
ment Choir,"  the  female  quartet  "As- 
surance," and  the  bluegrass  gospel 
quartet  "Firm  Foundation."  Con- 
gratulations to  all  these  youth  who 
participated  in  this  competition  and 
also  to  youth  choir  director  Carla 
Allen,  and  youth  directors  Sonja 
Wood,  David  and  Kim  Parker,  Cindy 
and  Curtiss  Allen,  and  Carl  Allen. 


The  Smyrna  Testament 
Choir.  Front  row,  left  to 
right:  Kim  Parker,  youth 
director;  Amber  Allen, 
Ashley  Parker,  and  Sonja 
Wood,  youth  director. 
Back  row,  left  to  right: 
Savak  Allen,  Jordan 
Allen,  John  Caviness, 
Nicole  Watson,  and  Carla 
Allen. 


His  Kiz  with  their  trophy. 
Front  row,  left  to  right:  Tho- 
mas Stainback,  Kayla  Hickok, 
Amber  Wood,  Erin  Parker,  and 
Parrish  McLamb.  Back  row, 
left  to  right:  Michelle  Watson, 
Elliott  McConnell,  Asia 
McConnell,  Laura  Parker, 
Chasen  Allen,  and  Jordan 
Allen. 


The  Assurance 
Quartet.  Left  to  right: 
Janice  Tart,  Savak  Allen, 
Ashley  Parker,  and 
Amber  Allen. 


Amber  Wood  and  Laura  Parker  made  up 
the  duet,  Heaven  Sent. 


Ashley  Parker  talks  to  Clifford  the  moun- 
tain goat  (played  by  Savak  Allen)  during  one 
of  the  faith  lessons  at  Bible  School. 


Clifford  proves  his  "faith  in  God"  by  climb- 
ing the  24-foot  tall  mountain  wall. 


(Not  Pictured  is  the  Bluegrass  Gospel 
Quartet,  "Firm  Foundation. "  They  are  made 
up  of  Vance  Wade,  Dwain  Allen,  Rodney 
Wood,  and  Shane  Wall.) 
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ROCK-A-THON  RAISES  MONEY 
FOR  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

Submitted  by  Debbie  Bowen,  St.  Delight  Church 

The  teen  youth  group 
from  St.  Delight  Church, 
Ormondsville, 
sponsored  a  rock-a-thon 
and  yard  sale  on  May 
10,  2002.  The  proceeds 
were  raised  for  the 
Children's  Home  in 
Middlesex.  The  teens 
wanted  an  opportunity 
to  visit  the  home  so  the 
youth  leaders  J.  R. 
Bowen,  Marty  Corbett, 
and  Carolyn  Hamm  set 
up  a  day  trip  for  June  29. 
A  group  of  twenty-one 
people  met  at  the  church 
at  8:30  a.m.  and  departed 
for  Middlesex.  When 
we  arrived  at  the 
entrance  I  was  surprised 
at  what  I  saw.  I  had 
always  heard  old  stories  about  how  the  Children's  Home  looked.  I  was 
expecting  to  see  a  four  story  building  surrounded  by  a  huge  working  farm, 
but  much  to  my  surprise  several  one  story  brick  buildings  with  a  huge  gazebo 
in  the  center  surrounded  by  a  neatly  groomed  lawn. 

Driving  up  to  the  main  office,  we  were  met  by  Mrs.  Ellen  Bayne,  Director  of 
Children's  Services.  Mrs.  Bayne  welcomed  us  and  began  giving  us  an  overview 
of  how  the  Children's  Home  operates.  Our  group  was  full  of  questions  that 
Mrs.  Bayne  was  happy  to  answer.  Our  tour  began  with  the  Church  where 
Mrs.  Bayne  was  presented  with  the  $626  earned  by  our  teen  youth  group. 
Next  stop  was  Central  Cottage  where  we  were  greeted  by  Ms.  Francene 
Williams.  The  girls,  all  teenagers  gathered  around  to  welcome  us.  The  cottage 
was  set  up  dormitory  style,  two  girls  to  a  bedroom.  All  the  rooms  were  neatly 
kept  and  were  also  very  clean.  There  was  a  big  kitchen  and  dining  area  with  a 
large  walk-in  pantry.  A  spacious  living  room  with  a  television  and  a  VCR. 
After  visiting  with  Ms.  Williams  and  the  girls,  we  continued  on  with  our  tour 
which  took  us  to  a  huge  gymnasium  where  our  pastor  and  some  of  our  teens 
shot  a  few  hoops.  Next,  we  went  over  to  the  recreation  center — a  large  room 
with  tables  and  chairs,  a  ping-pong  table,  and  games.  Outside  the  recreation 
center  was  a  nice,  big  swimming  pool.  We  all  returned  to  our  vehicles  for  the 
trip  back  home. 

The  Children's  Home  is  a  blessing  for  children  that  can  not  be  with  their 
own  families.  God  bless  everyone  that  works  with  these  children.  You  truly 
are  doing  God's  will.  Special  thanks  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Bayne  for  being  so 
informative  and  dedicated  to  her  job.  Our  youth  group  looks  forward  to 
another  visit. 


The  St.  Delight  Church  Youth  Group  presented  $626  earned 
from  a  rock-a-thon  and  a  yard  sale  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Bayne,  Di- 
rector of  Children's  Services  at  the  Children's  Home  in 
Middlesex. 


FIFTH  EASTERN  UNION 
MEETING  AND 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CONVENTION 

The  Fifth  Eastern  Union  Meeting 
and  Sunday  School  Convention  met 
June  22,  2002  at  Juniper  Chapel 
Church,  Vanceboro.  The  meeting  was 
opened  by  the  Rev.  Joe  Ratcliff,  presi- 
dent of  the  Sunday  School  Conven- 
tion. The  welcome  was  given  by  the 
Rev.  Mike  Scott,  pastor  of  the  host 
church. 

A  roll  call  of  churches  and  pastors 
was  conducted  by  Sister  Lexa  Upton, 
secretary/ treasurer  of  the  Fifth  East- 
ern Union  Meeting.  The  Rev.  Mike 
Scott  brought  the  morning  devotion. 

Officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year  as  follows:  (1)  Fifth  Eastern 
Union  Meeting:  moderator,  the  Rev. 
Gary  Watson;  assistant  moderator, 
the  Rev.  Owen  Arthur;  secretary/ 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Lorrine  Garner.  (2) 
Sunday  School  Convention:  presi- 
dent, Russell  Tyson;  vice  president, 
the  Rev.  Joe  Ratclliff  Jr.;  secretary, 
Velma  Morris;  treasurer,  Linda  Rawls. 

The  host  church  brought  special 
music  and  the  Rev.  Francis  Garner 
brought  the  morning  message.  After 
the  meeting  was  over  we  all  ad- 
journed to  the  fellowship  hall  for  a 
time  of  fellowship  and  lunch. 

The  next  meeeting  will  be  Septem- 
ber 28,  2002  at  Mt.  Zion  Church  in 
Vandemere. 

CENTRAL 
CONFERENCE 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION 

The  Central  Conference  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  be  held  at 
Rose  Hill  Church,  Winterville,  on 
September  28, 2002.  Registration  will 
begin  at  9  a.m.  The  speakers  will  in- 
clude: Elisa  Freeze,  devotion;  Dixie 
McLawhorn,  memorial  service;  and 
Barbara  Lancaster,  message.  The 
Conference  will  adjourn  at  12:30  p.m. 
Lunch  will  follow. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

The  Eastern  District  Woman's  Auxiliary  will  be  hosted  by  Wintergreen  Church, 
Cove  City,  on  September  21,  2002.  The  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Theme:  "A  Servant's  Heart" 

Scripture:  "Then  said  Jesus  unto  his  disciples,  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me"  (Matthew  16:24). 

9:30  a.m.  Registration 

9:50  a.m.     Music  Medley,  Virginia  Tilghman,  Wintergreen  Church 
10:00  a.m.    Call  to  Order,  Angie  Piner,  Juniper  Chapel 

Prayer  for  Convention,  the  Rev.  Mike  Williams 

Hymn  398,  "Work  for  the  Night  Is  Coming" 

Welcome,  Audrey  Quinn,  Wintergreen  Church 

Response,  Josephine  Ipock,  Spring  Hope  Church 

Scripture  /Prayer,  Joan  Faulkner,  White  Oak  Grove  Church 

Special  Music,  Wintergreen  Auxiliary 
10:20  a.m.     President's  Remarks,  Angie  Piner,  Juniper  Chapel 

Business  Session 

Secretary's  Report 

Appointment  of  Committees 

Camp  Vandemere,  Gail  Heath,  Saints'  Delight 

Special  Vandemere  Speaker,  Sue  Griffin,  Pleasant  Plain  Church 

Special  Music,  Camp  Vandemere  Choir 

Offering,  Camp  Vandemere 

Report  of  Denominational  Ministries 

Memorial  Service,  Pat  Arthur,  Memorial  Church 
11:10  a.m.     Hymn  393,  "To  the  Work" 

Worship  Service,  Nina  Grace  Register,  Kinston  First  Church 

Hymn,  "I  Will  Serve  Thee" 
12:05  p.m.     Miscellaneous  Business 

Treasurer's  Report 

Committee  Reports 
12:30  p.m.     Lunch  Announcement 

Benediction,  the  Rev.  Neal  Cox,  Wintergreen  Church 

Spring  Convention,  New  Hope  Church 

Music  Director,  Julia  Ann  Gaskins,  Saint  Mary's  Church 

Pianist,  Virginia  Tilghman,  Wintergreen  Church 

Ushers,  Karen  Quinn,  Frances  Bryson,  Reba  Adams,  Pearl  Ange 


FALL  FESTIVAL-SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  12,  2002 
GUM  SWAMP  CHURCH 

Gum  Swamp  Church  Road,  Belvoir 

6:30  p.m. 
Yard  Sale  •  Crafts  •Singing  at  11  a.m. 
BBQ  Chicken  Plates  With  Fixins— $5 

11  A.M.-2  P.M. 

Hotdogs,  breakfast  biscuits,  baked  goods,  homemade  salsa,  fried 
potatoes,  cakes,  pies,  and  much,  much  more. 

For  more  information  call:  Kristi  Shingleton  (252)  757-1351 


WOMAN'S  DAY  AT 
SELMA  CHURCH 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
Selma  Church  will  sponsor  their 
annual  Woman's  Day  service  on 
September  18,  2002.  Ms.  May 
Pittman  will  be  the  speaker  for  the 
morning  worship  hour  at  11  a.m. 
Introduced  by  Ms.  Kathleen 
Hinnant,  Ms.  Pittman's  message 
wil  be  entitled  "A  Woman  That 
Fears  the  Lord;  She  Shall  Be 
Praised"  (Proverbs  31:30). 

Members  of  the  auxiliary  will 
be  taking  charge  of  all  facets  of  the 
service.  There  will  be  special  mu- 
sic presented  by  the  choir  and  led 
by  choir  director,  Karen  Grubbs. 

Nancy  Foster,  president  of  the 
auxiliary  invites  everyone  to  join 
us  for  this  special  event. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Grubbs  is  pas- 
tor of  Selma  Church  which  is  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Pollock  and 
Lizzie  Streets. 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 
MEETING  TO  BE  HELD 

The  Central  District  Youth  Fellow- 
ship meeting  will  be  held  on  Thurs- 
day, September  12  at  Sports  world  in 
Greenville,  from  6:30-9  p.m.  Come 
and  join  in  Christian  fellowship  and 
enjoy  skating  to  Christian  music.  Cost 
is  $4  per  person  skating.  Onlookers 
enter  for  free.  For  more  information, 
contact:  Karen  Ribeiro  at  (252)  321- 
8875.  Letters  are  currently  being  sent 
to  Central  Conference  churches. 


NOTICE  OF 
ADDRESS  CHANGES 


Tarboro  First  FWB  Church 
3150  Western  Boulevard 
Tarboro,  NC  27886 
Rev.  Stanley  E.  Buck  Jr.,  Pastor 
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CAPE  FEAR 
CONFERENCE  UNION 
MEETING  REVIVAL 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference /Union 
Meeting  Revival  will  be  held  at  Lee's 
Chapel  Church,  located  six  miles 
from  1-95  on  Hwy.  421  South  of  Dunn. 

Services  will  begin  at  6  p.m.  with 
praise  and  worship.  The  Rev.  Doug 
Seymour,  the  Rev.  Roger  Hill,  Spen- 
cer Hill,  and  Peyton  Lee  will  lead  the 
praise  and  worship  time. 

We  will  be  blessed  again  this  year 
with  the  talent  representatives  from 
the  Cape  Fear  District  Youth.  They  are 
as  follows: 

Cherubs:  Leah  Faircloth,  Roberts 
Grove  Church. 

AFC:  Amber  Wood,  Smyrna 
Church. 

YFA:  Holland  White,  Bethel 
Church. 

The  Executive  Committee  would 
like  to  encourage  everyone  to  attend. 
We  are  sure  you  will  receive  a  bless- 
ing. 

Do  not  forget  your  donation  to  the 
Union. 

WESTERN  DISTRICT 
YOUTH  RALLY 

The  next  Western  District  Youth 
Rally  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 26  at  Mt.  Zion  Church  (Wilson 
County).  Hot  Dogs  will  be  served  at 
6  p.m.,  with  the  Rally  beginning  at  7 
p.m.  There  will  be  lots  of  praise  and 
worship.  Terry  Whittenton  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  For  more  information 
contact  Scott  Lane,  Western  District 
Youth  Director  at  (919)  736-1423.  We 
hope  to  see  all  Western  District 
churches  in  attendance! 


SMYRNA  CIRCLE  HOLDS  QUILT  RAFFLE 


Pictured  left  to  right  are  Kay  Tart,  Peggy  Denning  and  Doris  Tart  stitching  on  a  king-size 
quilt.  The  Ethel  Tart  Circle  of  Smyrna  Church  (Cape  Fear  Conference)  is  preparing  the  quilt 
for  a  raffle.  They  will  be  selling  tickets  for  $1.  Proceeds  will  go  to  their  treasury  to  help  for 
Christmas  community  projects.  The  winning  ticket  will  be  drawn  at  the  Circle's  annual  bazaar 
scheduled  for  November  30. 


CAPE  FEAR 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

The  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  will  be  held  on  Satur- 
day, October  5,  2002,  at  Casey's  Chapel  Church.  The  schedule  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Theme:  "The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd" 

Scripture:  "The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I  shall  not  want"  (Psalm  23:1). 
9:00  a.m.  Registration 

9:30  a.m.  Hymn,  In  the  Service  of  the  King 
Welcome,  Host  Church 
Response,  Grace  Barbour,  Hopewell  Church 
Devotion  and  Prayer,  Alma  Cox,  Spring  Hill  Church 
Special  Music 
Offering 
Business  Session 

Denominational  Ministries  Reports 
Life  Membership  Award 
Hymn,  Praise  Him,  Praise  Him 
Short  Break 

Special  Music,  Host  Church 

Convention  Message,  Debbie  Warrick,  Johnston  Union  Church 
Hymn,  Savior,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  Us 
Benediction  and  Blessing 


Convention  of  OFWB 
September  10-12,  2002 

College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  NC 
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2002  Convention 


Theme:  Equipping  God's  Church 


CHURCHES  &  MINISTRY 
POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


Spring  Hill  Church  is  seeking  the  services  of  an  Interim  Pastor/Full 
Time  Pastor.  Interested  persons  may  send  resume  or  contact  the  Pulpit 
Committee  in  care  of  the  church  at  2127  US  70  West,  Goldsboro,  NC 
27530  or  telephone  (919)  778-8008. 

Home  Missions  &  Evangelism  is  seeking  a  full-time  secretary /book- 
keeper. Interested  persons  may  contact  Al  Markuson  at  (252)  746-4963. 

Pleasant  Grove  Church  in  Pikeville,  is  seeking  a  full-time  Associate 
Pastor /Youth  Pastor  with  the  main  emphasis  on  Youth  Pastor.  Inter- 
ested candidates  may  contact  and /or  send  a  resume  to  Ronnie  Barnes 
at  567  Nahunta  Road,  Pikeville,  NC  27863  or  call  him  at  (919)  734-2223. 
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Part  II:  W.  Burkette  Raper,  A  Short  History  of 

Mount  Olive  College.  Mount  Olive: 
Mount  Olive  College  Press,  2001. 124  pp.  $10. 


Part  II:  Introduction 

W.  Burkette  Raper's  A 
Short  History  of  Mount  Olive 
College  not  only  includes  his 
own  eyewitness  account  of 
the  birth  and  development 
of  the  College  from  1951  to 
2001,  but  also  includes  a  col- 
lection of  important  essays 
by  denominational  leaders. 
Among  the  essayists  are  Michael  R.  Pelt  on 
the  development  of  the  Department  of  Reli- 
gion, Gary  Fenton  Barefoot  on  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Moye  Library,  Opey  D.  Jeanes  on 
the  extended  campuses,  and  Leon  Grubbs  on 
the  College  from  a  family  perspective.  Alumni 
memories  are  also  included. 

Michael  R.  Pelt's  Essay 
Michael  R.  Pelt  served  as  chair  of  the  De- 
partment of  Religion  from  1957  to  1994,  tak- 
ing a  leave  of  absence  from  1963  to  1966  to 
complete  the  doctoral  program  in  religion  at 
Duke  University.  During  his  tenure  the  cur- 
riculum in  religion  grew  to  include  what  he 
lists  as  follows:  "Christian  Beliefs,  Christian 
Ethics,  Religion  in  America,  Church  History, 
Life  and  Teaching  of  Jesus,  Life  and  Letters  of 
Paul,  Pastoral  Ministry,  and  Preparation  and 
Delivery  of  Sermons"  (79). 

Dr.  K.  David  Hines  became  chair  of  the  De- 
partment of  Religion  in  1994  and  saw  three 
significant  additions:  (1)  the  Church  Ministries 
Modular  Program,  92)  "The  Barrow  Endowed 
Fund  for  Christian  Ministries,"  and  (3)  the  ad- 
dition of  a  minor  in  Christian  Education  (81). 

By  1999,  Dr.  Tyanna  Yonkers  Day  was  added 
to  build  the  curriculum  in  Christian  Educa- 
tion. 

Pelt  stresses  the  combination  of  a  Christian 
perspective  with  liberal  arts  as  a  way  to  pro- 
vide students  with  an  educational  program  for 
the  whole  person.  He  notes,  "We  wanted  our 
students  to  be  able  to  think,  to  evaluate  what 
they  learn  and  to  discriminate  between  truth 
and  half-truths"  (79). 

Gary  Fenton  Barefoot's  Essay 
In  1954,  Mount  Olive  College  introduced  a 
campaign  to  build  the  number  of  books  for 
its  young  library.  Some  2,000  volumes 
emerged.  By  1956,  the  library  contained  ap- 
proximately 4,000  volumes.  With  the  1955  en- 
dowment made  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Moye  of  Snow 
Hill,  Barefoot  notes  that  this  endorsement 
"helped  to  provide  an  annual  income  for 


books  adequate  to  meet  the  library  standards 
for  accreditation  by  the  North  Carolina  Col- 
lege Conference"  (85). 

Helpful  in  the  growth  of  the  library,  named 
Moye  Library,  was  Mildred  Councill  who 
served  ten  years  (1955-1965)  as  the  director 
of  the  library.  By  1965,  Moye  Library  had 
10,000  volumes. 

In  1965,  Gary  Fenton  Barefoot  accepted  the 
position  of  library  director  and  led  the  devel- 
opment of  the  collection  to  14,000  volumes  by 
August  of  1968.  With  the  College  expanding 
to  senior  college  status,  Barefoot  helped  the 
library  reach  50,000  volumes  by  1990,  no  small 
accomplishment.  Barefoot  acknowledges  the 
help  of  many  people:  Pam  Wood,  Annie 
Albertson,  Polly  Warning,  Gwin  Cox,  Susan 
Ryberg,  and  others. 

Barefoot  retired  in  1999  and  Robert  Hudson 
was  named  the  new  director  in  2001.  By  2001, 
the  library  housed  65,000  volumes,  offered  an 
additional  10,000  volumes  electronically,  and 
had  access  to  6,500  serials  in  electronic  for- 
mats, microform,  and  hard  copy. 

Unique  is  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  organized  in  1957.  Barefoot  notes 
that  the  Collection  "contains  the  largest  and 
most  representative  body  of  historical  mate- 
rials on  Free  Will  Baptists  to  be  found  any- 
where" (91). 

In  1999,  Barefoot  was  designated  Curator 
of  the  Collection.  He  clarifies:  "The  Collection 
is  the  joint  property  of  Mount  Olive  College 
and  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, the  sponsoring  body  of  the  College"  (91). 

Included  in  the  Collection  are  the  follow- 
ing: (1)  over  600  books  related  to  Free  Will 
Baptist  history,  (2)  volumes  relating  to  Gen- 
eral Baptists,  (3)  the  works  of  Jacobus 
Arminius  (1560-1609),  the  Dutch  theologian 
who  stressed  that  "free  will  does  not  contra- 
dict the  Sovereignty  of  God"  (92),  (4)  holdings 
of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  from  an  1874  issue  to 
the  current  monthly  issue,  (5)  an  information 
and  church  history  file,  (6)  a  photograph  file. 

Barefoot  concludes:  "In  the  future  it  cannot 
be  said  that  Free  Will  Baptists  have  neglected 
to  preserve  the  record  of  their  heritage  as  was 


true  before  the  establishing  of  Mount  Olive 
College"  (93). 

Opey  D.  Jeanes'  Essay 
Mount  Olive  College  seeks  to  extend  its 
outreach  "to  the  much  larger  region  of  east- 
ern North  Carolina"  (94),  according  to  Opey 
D.  Jeanes.  In  1974,  Dr.  James  A.  Coats  initi- 
ated the  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base  Pro- 
gram. Other  locations  have  grown  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  and  Dr.  J. 
William  Byrd:  New  Bern  (1993),  Wilmington 
(1995),  Research  Triangle  Park  (1997). 

Jeanes  noted,  "Currently,  the  College  is  serv- 
ing more  than  2,400  students  annually  at  all 
five  locations"  (95).  These  programs  include 
an  accelerated  format,  identical  content  and 
evaluations,  and  an  academic  standard  of  ex- 
cellence "within  a  framework  of  the  liberal  arts 
tradition  nurtured  by  Christian  values"  (95). 

Leon  Grubbs'  Essay 

Herman  and  Lillian  Grubbs  came  with  their 
eight  children  to  Mount  Olive  from  Florida  in 
August  of  1959.  Leon  Grubbs  was  eleven  years 
old  (65)  and  he  remembers  the  warm  recep- 
tion his  family  experienced. 

Of  the  Grubbs'  family,  he  notes:  "Five  of  the 
six  sons  are  ordained  ministers  and  are  pas- 
tors of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  in 
North  Carolina"  (66). 

Mount  Olive  College  has  made  an  impact 
upon  families. 

Alumni  Memories 

Alumni  E.  Lee  Glover,  Lillian  Barwick  Lan- 
gley,  Hilda  Boykin  Watkins,  Edward  W.  Miles, 
James  Alton  Cowan,  Allen  K.  Overman,  and 
Jean  Fillingame  Ackiss  all  give  specific  memo- 
ries of  the  early  years  of  Mount  Olive  College. 

Conclusion 

The  first  published  historical  account  of 
Mount  Olive  College  also  includes  a  list  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Endowments,  a  list  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Presidents,  and  a 
series  of  early  photographs.  What  is  particu- 
larly exciting  about  this  short  history  is  the 
fervor  and  faith  manifested  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  college  rooted  in  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  commitment  to  academic  excel- 
lence, Christian  faith  and  values,  liberal  arts 
curriculum,  and  conviction  that  the  way 
paved  to  wholeness  can  be  enhanced  by  the 
building  stones  of  such  a  commitment. 

Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  a  people  of 
free  will.  My  mother  once  asked  me,  "Do  you 
want  to  know  who  people  are?" 

I  replied,  "Yes." 

She  insisted,  "People  are  the  sum  total  of 
their  choices." 

Mount  Olive  College  is  an  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  choice,  born  out  of  faith,  commitment, 
love,  and  hope. 
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Christian 
Q^cview 

by  the  Reverend  Michael  Warning 


Introduction 

The  Temple  in  Jerusa- 
lem was  affected  when 
Jerusalem  was  pillaged 
in  69-70  a.d. 

During  this  massive 
destruction  the  Temple 
was  all  but  completely 
destroyed.  Anything  that  was  of  value 
from  Jerusalem  was  carried  away  by 
the  Roman  soldiers.  This  war  booty 
was  considered  part  of  the  soldiers' 
pay.  The  seven-branched  candlestick, 
similar  to  the  one  in  this  art  drawing, 
is  very  near  to  that  which  was  in  the 
Temple.  How  do  we  know  that?  Even 
though  the  original  for  years  has  been 
missing,  (probably  scrapped  for  the 
precious  metal  since  it  was  not  thought 
to  be  a  holy  object  by  the  Romans)  we 
have  documentary  evidence  carved  in 
stone  upon  Trojan's  Column  now  in 
Rome.  On  this  column  the  exploits  of 
Trojan  are  recounted  and  the  famous 
battle  is  celebrated.  The  candlestick  is 
carved  in  careful  detail  on  the  column 
and  is  borne  over  the  shoulders  of  a 
soldier,  obviously  a  great  prize  of  war. 
It  is  as  if  the  religious  heritage  of  Israel 
is  symbolically  depicted  as  being  car- 
ried off  after  the  great  battle. 

Symbolism 

In  this  particular  work  of  art  we  see 
two  important  features.  First,  the  base 
is  composed  of  twelve  rectangular 
decorative  panels  on  which  symbolic 
images  have  been  carefully  carved. 
This  seems  unusual  for  there  has  al- 
ways been  a  prohibition  against  images 
in  the  religion  of  Israel.  However,  if  one 
looks  carefully  at  the  twelve  panels  ex- 
ecuted in  an  Egyptian  style,  the  flat 
immobile  figures  seem  to  be  celebrat- 
ing scenes  from  the  ancient  history  of 
Israel.  For  example,  the  one  in  the  lower 
center  appears  to  be  a  ceremony  of  a 
burnt  offering.  The  number  twelve  also 


for  us  relates  symbolically  to  the 
months  of  the  year  and  to  the  twelve 
tribes.  The  second  important  feature 
points  to  the  seven  arms  of  the  candle- 
stick. To  continue  this  numerical  sym- 
bolism, the  number  of  lights  which 
would  have  been  placed  at  the  top  of 
the  arms  of  the  candlestick  relate  to  the 
sacred  number  seven,  the  number  of 
days  celebrated  in  festival  when  re- 
membering the  world  created  by  God 
in  seven  days. 

The  seven-branched  candlestick, 
therefore,  is  clearly  both  in  its  physical 
and  remembered  form  a  device  which 
is  ceremonial,  symbolic,  and  religious 
to  ancient  Israel  and  the  new  Israel 
which  is  the  church. 

Twelve-Month  Calendar 
of  Ancient  Israel 

Of  particular  interest  to  us  in  the 
OFWB  denomination  with  this  art 
work  is  the  recognition  of  the  ancient 


calendar  which  is  as  follows:  Tebeth 
(January);  Shebat  (February);  Adar 
(March);  Nisan  (April);  Ziv  (May);  Swan 
(June);  Tammuz  (July);  Ab  (August);  EM 
(September);  Ethanim  (October);  and 
Chislev  (December). 


Conclusion 

The  seven-branched  candlestick  is 
often  called  the  Menorah.  The  seven 
branches  held  olive  oil  and  at  the  top 
of  each  was  a  wick  which  was  lighted 
within  the  Temple.  Today  the  lighting 
of  the  Menorah  is  continued  by  mod- 
ern Jews  to  symbolize  God  as  the  light 
of  the  world  and  to  celebrate  the  festi- 
val of  Hanukkah  which  is  the  eight-day 
Jewish  festival  of  lights  commemorat- 
ing the  victory  of  the  nation  over 
Antiochus  of  Syria  and  the  rededicat- 
ion  of  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem. 


"Seven-Branched 
Candlestick  from 
the  temple  of 
Herod,"  in  the 
Regency  Bible  of 
the  King  James 
Version  of  the  Holy 
Bible,  Royal 
Publishers,  Inc., 
1971,  in  its  "A 
Concise  and 
Practical 
Dictionary  of  the 
Bible,"  p.  13. 
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EDITORIAL 


Jk  SeMce  Ce&b/tation 


by  C.  H.  Overman 


August  18,  2002,  marked  a  very  special  day  for  myself 
and  our  family.  By  3  p.m.  nearly  300  relatives  and  friends 
had  assembled  at  the  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for 
a  service  in  celebration  of  my  fifty  years  in  ministry.  The 
idea  for  such  a  service  had  been  on  my  mind  for  several 
years,  but  as  the  half-century  mark  drew  near  I  wondered 
if  it  would  be  interpreted  as  a  time  of  self-glorification,  or 
the  "tooting  of  one's  own  horn."  Those  close  to  me  kept 
assuring  me  there  was  cause  for  celebration;  therefore,  we 
planned  the  service  with  "celebra- 
tion" as  the  focal  point.  The  re- 
sponsive reading  of  Psalm  100  as 
the  Call  to  Worship,  followed  by 
"Joyful,  Joyful,  We  Adore  Thee," 
set  the  tone  for  the  service,  which 
lasted  for  about  two  hours  (about 
30  minutes  longer  than  we  had 
anticipated),  but  there  were  few 
complaints.  The  reception  was 
held  in  the  fellowship  hall  follow- 
ing the  service. 

Words  seem  inadequate  in  ex- 
pressing my  appreciation  to  all 
those  who  helped  to  make  this 
service  possible,  especially  our 
immediate  family.  Each  one 
helped  to  prepare  for  the  celebra- 
tion in  very  special  ways,  such  as,  "fixing  up  and  clean- 
ing up"  around  the  church — our  sons,  Hal  and  Jeff,  our 
sons-in-law,  Greg  and  Larry,  and  our  grandchildren,  Cody 
and  Carly.  Our  thanks  also  to  our  daughters,  Tina  Mann 
and  Jeanne  Gaylor,  and  daughter-in-law,  Lisa,  for  their 
help  in  planning  the  program;  also  our  thanks  to  those 
who  prepared  for  the  reception  (especially  Ruby  and  a 
few  of  her  close  friends),  which  proved  to  be  a  highlight 
of  the  celebration. 

All  the  churches  that  I  have  served  were  represented. 
Seven  of  the  ten  churches  provided  a  spokesperson.  All 
the  denominational  ministries  that  I  have  served  were 
represented  with  a  spokesperson.  My  home  church,  Union 
Grove,  was  also  represented,  for  which  I  am  grateful.  Our 
daughters  served  as  organist  and  pianist.  The  hymns  they 
chose  for  the  Prelude  were  songs  that  I  had  sung  over  the 
years.  One  very  special  one  was,  "Wherever  He  Leads  I'll 
Go."  I  don't  sing  much  anymore;  age  has  taken  its  toll, 
but  I'm  going  to  sing  that  song  again  before  long.  Previous 
to  the  start  of  the  regular  service,  Tina  and  daughter-in-law 


Lisa  Overman  sang,  "Here  I  Am,  Lord."  Near  the  end  of 
the  service,  my  sister,  Athalene's  children,  her  daughter- 
in-law,  Gayle,  and  grandchildren,  Reding,  Emily,  Lauren, 
and  Morgan  sang,  "Amazing  Grace,"  and  "Loving  God, 
Loving  Each  Other."  Her  three  children,  Nola  Claiborne, 
Freida  Golden,  and  Randy  Pittman,  presented  a  skit  in 
reference  to  my  Grandfather  Jasper  S.  Overman's  tent 
revivals,  in  which  they  displayed  one  of  the  old  benches 
which  he  had  made  and  used  in  the  services. 

Other  program  participants 
were:  the  Rev.  Harry  Grubbs,  Wel- 
come and  Call  to  Worship;  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  Prayer  of  Invocation; 
the  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood,  Recog- 
nition of  Service  to  the  Denomina- 
tion; Tina  Mann,  family  member 
representative;  Mrs.  Judy  Harris, 
the  Pastor's  Wife;  the  Revs.  Leon 
Grubbs  and  David  C.  Hansley,  Wall 
of  Honor  Presentation;  the  Rev. 
Walter  Sutton,  gave  the  Benedic- 
tion. 

The  ministries'  spokespersons 
were:  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor,  Memorial 
Chapel,  Children's  Home;  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
Dr.  DeWayne  Eakes;  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press,  Mr.  Cliff  Gray.  The  Rev.  Leon  Harris  recognized 
the  churches  served  and  the  spokespersons,  which  in- 
cluded, Mr.  James  Cahoon,  Soundside;  Mrs.  Imogene 
Wood,  Grimsley;  Mrs.  Ruby  Ellis,  Spring  Branch;  Mr. 
Wilbur  Shirley,  First  Church,  Goldsboro;  Mr.  David 
Hobgood,  Aspen  Grove;  Mr.  James  McLawhorn,  Mrs. 
Vickie  Wade,  First  Church,  Kinston;  Mrs.  Louise 
Whitehurst,  Hickory  Grove. 

In  giving  the  response  from  the  family,  near  the  end  of 
the  service,  I  sought  to  express  my  gratitude  to  God  for 
the  opportunities  He  has  given  me  to  serve  Him  and  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  denomination,  for  the  doors  of  service 
He  has  opened  for  me.  I  expressed  my  thanks  for  the  many 
friends  who  had  supported  me  during  this  journey  of  fifty 
years,  and  especially  to  my  family  and  loved  ones,  and  to 
the  Ayden  Church  for  their  support.  The  dozen  red  roses 
I  presented  to  my  wonderful  wife,  Ruby,  were  presented 
in  love  and  deep  appreciation  for  all  she  has  done  for  me 
and  my  family  for  almost  twenty-four  years. 

ALL  PRAISE  TO  HIM! 
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One  Hundred  Years  of  Faithful 
and  Fruitful  Service 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Greenville 
Celebrates  Homecoming  and  Centennial 


(Written  in  behalf  of  the  Centennial  2002  Committee  by  Barbara  B.  Arnold) 


In  the  beginning  of  this  article,  let 
it  be  understood  that  Homecoming 
and  Centennial  Day  2002  at  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Greenville  was  dedicated  to  the  Lord 
from  inception.  This  celebration  was 
larger  than  life  and  without  God's 
leading  and  each  contribution  of 
time,  energy,  information,  and  effort 
by  so  many  of  our  church 
family,  we  would  never  have 
realized  such  a  truly  great 
day  in  the  Lord.  It  was 
clearly  His  day  and  His 
name  was  glorified. 

When  we  celebrated  a  visit 
back  to  our  old  building  on 
March  10,  it  was  such  a  glo- 
rious day;  many  of  us  won- 
dered how  our  centennial 
celebration  could  top  it.  We 
should  have  remembered 
that  with  the  Lord,  the  best 
is  always  yet  to  come.  Our 
Homecoming  and  Centen- 
nial Celebration  on  Sunday, 
August  25th,  was  unrivaled 
and  unequaled  in  all  re- 
spects. It  was  the  culmina- 
tion of  prayer,  love,  and  labor  of  so 
many  of  our  church  family. 

A  majority  of  the  church  family 
was  involved  in  the  preparation  for 
the  Homecoming  and  Centennial 
Celebration.  The  Lord  is  exalted  even 
in  the  smallest  details  of  service.  Spe- 
cial Greeters,  Donald  and  Lula  Joyner 
and  Blanie  and  Lila  Moye,  were  ap- 
pointed to  extend  a  warm  welcome 
to  everyone  and  there  were  four  nurs- 
ery attendants,  Mary  Katherine 
Corbett,  Amanda  Haddock,  Lauren 
Vincent  and  Leigh  Vincent.  Jarvis 
Mills  and  Randall  Smith  handled  the 


video  and  Donnie  Paramore  handled 
the  sound. 

The  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood  worked 
on  the  message,  ministered  to  church 
family  in  the  hospital,  attended  a 
funeral  of  extended  church  family  out 
of  town,  and  even  performed  a 
marriage  ceremony  in  our  church  the 
day  before  the  centennial  attended  by 


240  people.  He  may  have  been  busy 
throughout  the  week  with  pastoral 
duties,  but  his  watchful  eye  was  on 
the  work  being  done  for  the 
centennial.  Ann  Smith,  Church 
Secretary,  was  there  at  every  turn  to 
assist. 

Associate  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Joey  Wil- 
liams spent  countless  hours  prepar- 
ing a  video  of  more  than  400  church 
photographs  with  background  music 
while  carrying  out  his  pastoral  duties 
as  well. 

The  Fellowship  Hall  was  readied 
to  serve  lunch  for  an  anticipated 
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crowd  of  300  church  family  and 
guests.  Ladies  of  the  church  were 
asked  to  bring  extra  food  for  the 
event.  The  Crusaders  Sunday  School 
Class  was  responsible  for  setting  up 
the  Fellowship  Hall  and  Barbara 
Arnold  was  Chairperson  for  the  Fel- 
lowship Hall  decorating.  Larry 
Barbour,  friend  of  various  church 
members,  was  recruited  for 
his  expertise  in  floral  arrange- 
ments and  decorating.  Larry 
gave  his  time,  talent,  and  all 
the  flowers  to  the  church  as  a 
gift  for  the  centennial  celebra- 
tion. 

The  choir,  the  children's 
choir,  and  the  Handbell  choir 
practiced.  In  the  final  hours, 
Ann  Taylor  and  Jean  Averette 
put  the  final  touches  on  the 
fourteen  board  displays  of 
memorabilia  and  other  items 
that  formed  part  of  our 
history  Through  the  efforts  of 
the  pastor's  wife,  Mitzi 
Hobgood,  a  picture  was 
produced  on  Friday,  August 
23,  just  two  days  before  the 
centennial,  of  the  J.  T  and  Margaret 
Abrams'  family  and  their  two-story 
home.  It  was  in  their  living  room  that 
our  church  was  formed  with  twenty- 
six  charter  members  on  Sunday 
night,  August  24, 1902. 

William  Anderson  served  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Parking  Committee  and 
Robbie  Dunbar  was  Chairman  of  the 
Usher  Committee.  Virginia  Mills  and 
Joyce  Felix  were  responsible  to  see 
that  the  sanctuary  was  in  order. 

It  takes  everyone  doing  large  jobs 
and  small  jobs  all  for  the  glory  of  God 

(Cant) 


to  bring  everything  together  for  such 
a  day  as  this.  Had  there  ever  been  a 
question  of  whether  all  the  effort  was 
worth  it,  we  were  certain  at  this 
moment  indeed  it  was! 

The  prayer  room  was  opened  at 
10  a.m.  for  those  who  desired  to  pray 
and  give  thanks  and  ask  God's 
blessing  on  our  celebration.  The 
verse  from  Psalm  118:24,  "This  is  the 
day  the  Lord  has  made.  We  will 
rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it"  became  the 
mantra  for  the  day. 

The  Concert  Band  directed  and 
accompanied  by  Kathy  Norman 
played  various  selections  as  a  prelude 
to  the  service.  The  Concert  Band 
members  are  Greg  Entzminger 
(Trumpet),  Nathan  Hanchey 
(Drums),  Heather  Hicks  (Clarinet), 
Josh  Hobgood  (Trombone)  and  Chris 
Norman  (Saxophone). 

The  service  was  ready  to  begin. 
Austin  Lincoln,  grandson  of  the  late 
Arlene  Lincoln  and  son  of  Duffy  and 
Sharla  Lincoln,  served  as 
Candelighter.  The  processional  led 
by  the  choir  entered  down  the  center 
aisle  followed  by  the  the  Revs.  J.  B. 
Narron,  Williams,  and  Hobgood. 
Huge  arrangements  of  50  long- 
stemmed  red  roses,  one  for  each  of 
the  100  years,  flanked  each  side  of  the 
pulpit. 

Beginning  the  morning  worship 
service  at  10:30  a.m.,  the  Rev. 
Hobgood,  celebrating  his  fourteenth 


anniversary  as  pastor  of  our  church 
that  day,  welcomed  over  300 
members,  former  members,  and 
visitors.  Special  guests  were 
recognized  including  the  mayor,  the 
Honorable  Don  Parrott,  who  brought 
greetings  from  the  City  of  Greenville. 
Mayor  Parrott  commented,  "This  is 
an  exciting  day  in  the  life  of  the  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Greenville  in  sharing  the  Good  News 
of  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  a  deep 
appreciation  of  the  faith  and  love  that 
has  brought  you  to  this  day." 

Among  those  recognized  as  being 
members  the  longest  were  Margaret 
Langley  (1939),  Lorraine  Hines 
(1942),  Joyce  Felix  (1948),  and  Sue 
Grady  (1949).  The  Praise  Team  con- 
sisting of  Ruth  Hicks,  Director,  and 
members,  Heather  Hicks,  Sharla  Lin- 
coln, Darlene  Raines,  and  the  Rev. 
Williams,  led  the  congregation  in 
singing  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy!  Lord  God 
Almighty,"  "Majesty,"  and  "I  Wor- 
ship You,  Almighty  God." 

In  his  message  for  the  youth,  our 
Associate  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Williams, 
talked  about  celebrating  special  birth- 
days and  that  everyone  has  to  belong 
to  God's  family  to  share  the  greatest 
celebration  yet  to  come.  Following 
his  remarks,  the  Children's  Choir  di- 
rected by  Wendy  Dunbar  sang  "I'll 
Do  What's  Right"  and  "Do  You  Hear 
Me  Praying,  Lord?" 
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Each  year  our  Church  Board 
presents  a  special  plaque  to  an 
individual  who  has  demonstrated  a 
deep  commitment  and  devotion  to 
our  church  through  outstanding 
service.  The  Special  Recognition 
committee  included  Jarvis  Mills, 
Joyce  Adams,  and  Mike  Tyson.  Mr. 
Tyson,  Board  Chairman  presented 
the  special  recognition  plaque  to 
Ronald  Rice  honoring  him  for  many 
years  of  outstanding  service  and 
dedication  to  the  Lord  and  the  work 
of  our  church.  Joining  our  church 
over  forty  years  ago,  Mr.  Rice  served 
on  the  Church  Board  as  Treasurer  for 
twenty  years.  He  was  a  choir  member 
and  Sunday  School  teacher  and 
served  in  many  other  capacities.  He 
was  deeply  involved  in  the  building 
plans  for  our  new  church  in  1973  and 
built  a  huge  and  inspiring  wooden 
cross,  which  hangs  at  the  back  of  our 
sanctuary  along  with  tables  for  some 
of  our  classrooms. 

C.  S.  Hanchey,  Vice-Chairman  of 
our  Church  Board,  gave  the  offertory 
prayer.  The  Offertory  was  played  by 
the  Handbell  Choir  directed  by  Mrs. 
Ruth  Hicks.  Their  selections  included 
"Praise  to  the  Lord,  the  Almighty" 
and  "The  Church's  One  Foundation." 

The  Rev.  Williams  then  led  the  con- 
gregation in  the  responsive  reading, 
"A  Glorious  Church."  The  Rev. 
Narron  (retired  minister  with  over  50 

(Cont.) 


years  in  the  ministry  and  member  of 
our  church)  gave  our  morning  prayer 
followed  by  the  choral  response, 
"Surely  the  Presence." 

The  congregation  stood  for  the 
reading  of  the  Word  by  the  Rev. 
Hobgood.  The  Scripture  was  from 
Psalm  27:1-6  followed  by  the  choral 
anthem,  "On  This  Day  of  Celebra- 
tion." We  have  nineteen  members  in 
the  chancel  choir  led  by  Charlie 
Entzminger,  Choir  Director,  and  ac- 
companied by  Mitzi  Hobgood,  pia- 
nist. Everyone  was  in  top  form  and 
the  music  was  stirring  and  inspira- 
tional. 

The  Rev.  Hobgood's  message  en- 
titled "The  Lord's  Desire  For  His 
People,"  asked  the  question,  "What 
is  God's  desire  for  the  future  of  our 
church?"  He  urged  the  congregation 
to  be  found  walking  obediently, 
walking  triumphantly  with  joy,  wit- 
nessing with  urgency,  working  fer- 
vently, and  watching  expectantly  for 
the  Lord's  return.  The  invitation  to 
new  life  was  given  during  the  sing- 
ing of  the  hymn,  "Amazing  Grace" 
followed  by  the  closing  prayer. 

Traditionally  at  Homecoming, 
there  is  a  special  time  of 
remembrance  included  in  our 
worship  service  for  members  of  our 
church  family  who  have  gone  on  to 
be  with  the  Lord  since  our  previous 
Homecoming.  The  Rev.  Williams  led 
this  part  of  the  service  and  used  the 
Scripture,  Revelation  14:13  "Then  I 
heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying  to 
me,  Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  who 
died  in  the  Lord  from  now  on."  White 
tapered  candles  were  burning  in  the 
baptistry  window  as  we  remembered 
Thelma  Speight  Vincent,  Ruby  Moore 
Harris,  Nannie  B.  Crawford,  Arlene 
Hawkins  Lincoln,  and  Delia  Cox 
Bolby. 

On  January  9,  2002  the  Church 
Board  voted  to  mark  this  centennial 
milestone  with  a  Memorial  Bible  and 
Stand.  The  memorial  is  made  of 
white  granite  with  the  following  in- 
scriptions on  the  Bible:  "Trust  in  the 
LORD  with  all  your  heart,  And  lean 
not  on  your  own  understanding;  In 
all  your  ways  acknowledge  Him, 


And  He  shall  direct  your  paths" 
(Proverbs  3:5-6)  and  "For  God  so 
loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whoever  be- 
lieves in  Him  should  not  perish  but 
have  everlasting  life"  (John  3:16). 

On  the  back  of  the  memorial  the 
following  information  is  inscribed: 
"  In  Honor  of  Centennial  Celebration, 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Au- 
gust 25,  2002,  Ronnie  V.  Hobgood, 
Pastor,  Joseph  D.  Williams  II,  Associ- 
ate Pastor,  Organized  August  24, 
1902,  Greenville,  N.  C." 

This  Centennial  Memorial  Bible 
and  Stand,  along  with  the  Church 
Garden  renovations  have  been  made 
possible  by  Joyce  Felix  in  memory  of 
her  parents,  Raymond  and  Ruby  Har- 
ris. Raymond  and  Ruby  united  with 
First  Church  in  1948.  Raymond  went 
to  be  with  the  Lord  on  August  24, 
1981  and  Ruby  on  December  31, 
2001.  We  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord 
for  their  life  of  faithfulness  and  to 
Joyce  for  her  generous  gift. 

The  congregation  followed  the 
ministers  and  the  choir  to  the  garden 
for  a  dedication  and  prayer.  The  con- 
gregation repeated  the  Affirmation  of 
Faith  and  C.  S.  Hanchey  gave  the 
benediction. 

Following  the  blessing  given  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  by  the  Rev. 
Hobgood,  more  than  300  enjoyed  a 
delicious  covered  dish  luncheon.  It 
was  a  time  of  fellowship  steeped  in 
tradition  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  The  mood  was  joyous  and 
it  was  a  time  of  praise  and  thanks- 
giving. 

The  History  and  Singspiration  Ser- 
vice began  at  1:30  p.m.  with  a  welcome 
from  the  Rev.  Hobgood  followed  by 
the  hymn,  "Praise  Him!  Praise  Him!" 
Duffy  Lincoln  gave  the  invocation 
and  we  welcomed  back  a  former  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser  who  pre- 
sented a  plaque  from  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  ac- 
cepted by  Board  Chairman  Mike 
Tyson. 

The  service  included  brief  histories 
of  the  Founding  of  the  Church  by 
Barbara  Arnold,  the  First  Church 


building  by  Lorraine  Hines,  the  New 
Ministries  by  Randall  Smith,  the 
Great  Revivals  by  Jean  Averette,  and 
our  New  Location  by  Jarvis  Mills. 
Each  presentation  was  concise  and 
interesting  and  provided  a  wealth  of 
information  about  our  history. 

Special  singing  throughout  the  ser- 
vice included  selections  by  Connie 
Hines,  Alton  Stocks  and  Van  Stocks 
accompanied  by  Donna  George; 
Shirley  McLawhorn;  Ruth  Hicks, 
Mitzi  Hobgood,  Charlie  Entzminger, 
and  Van  Stocks;  and  Van  Stocks  ac- 
companied by  Donna  George;  and 
the  Three  For  One  Trio  (Sharla  Lin- 
coln, Darlene  Raines,  and  Shirley 
McLawhorn). 

A  special  video  presentation  pre- 
pared by  the  Rev.  Williams  included 
former  pastors  of  the  church,  the 
present  church  family,  activities  of  the 
church  family  and  the  Youth  as  well 
as  members  who  are  now  deceased. 
He  did  an  outstanding  job  of  captur- 
ing the  history  of  the  church  and  gen- 
erations of  church  families  over  the 
past  century.  The  Rev.  Williams  then 
spoke  briefly  on  the  future  of  our 
church  using  Philippians  3:14,  "I 
press  toward  the  goal  for  the  prize  of 
the  upward  call  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus."  The  Rev.  Hobgood  gave  the 
benediction. 

For  the  past  several  years,  our 
motto  has  been,  "Reaching  out  with 
the  claims  of  Christ."  We  count  our- 
selves so  blessed  to  have  been  alive 
at  this  particular  time  in  the  history 
of  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Our 
rich  heritage  is  one  in  which  we  can 
take  great  pride  as  we  continue  to  la- 
bor for  the  Lord. 


On  the  back  of  the  memorial 
the  following  information  is 
inscribed:  "In  Honor  of 
Centennial  Celebration,  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
August  25,  2002,  Ronnie  V. 
Hobgood,  Pastor,  Joseph  D. 
Williams  II,  Associate  Pastor, 
Organized  August  24,  1902, 
Greenville,  N.  C." 
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D  c  n  o  m  i  n  atio  n  a  I  ISAinistries 


MINISTER'S 


PROGRAM 


The  Minister's  Program  would  like 
to  remind  all  churches  that  October 
13,  2002  is  National  Clergy  Appre- 
ciation Day.  While  each  of  us  appre- 
ciates our  pastor,  this  day  gives  you 
an  excuse  to  do  something  special  for 
him.  He  stands  with  you  in  times  of 
sorrow  and  tragedy  as  well  as  those 
moments  of  joy  that  all  families  ex- 
perience. Sometimes  we  forget  to  say 
thank  you  for  all  he  does  but  the  Bible 
reminds  us  in  1  Thessalonians  5:12- 
13:  And  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  to 
know  them  which  labor  among  you,  and 
are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish 
you;  and  to  esteem  them  very  highly  in 
love  for  their  work's  sake.  And  be  at  peace 
among  yourselves.  We  encourage  each 
church  member  to  do  something  on 
this  day  to  show  that  you  care.  Here 
are  some  ideas: 

•  If  your  pastor  has  children  offer  to 
baby-sit.  Give  him  a  free  voucher  to 
redeem  with  a  24  hour's  notice. 

•  Wash  the  pastor's  car.  If  his  wife  has  a 
car  then  wash  hers  also.  Don't  forget 
to  fill  it  up  with  gas  while  you  have  it. 

•  Purchase  a  gift  certificate  to  a  nice  res- 
taurant. While  it's  nice  to  take  the  pas- 
tor and  his  wife  with  you,  they  would 
probably  enjoy  a  romantic  dinner  for 
two. 

•  Make  a  theme  gift  basket.  A 
bookwork,  music,  or  other  hobby 
theme  would  be  nice. 

•  How  about  if  your  Sunday  School 
class  went  together  and  gave  him  a 
new  suit?  Don't  forget  the  shirt  and 
tie. 

•  What  about  a  mini-vacation  to  the 
coast  or  mountains?  Cragmont  and 
Vandemere  have  nice  accommoda- 
tions. 

The  gift  doesn't  need  to  be 
extragavant.  Anything  from  the  heart 
will  mean  a  lot. 


OCTOBER  IS 
MINISTER'S  PROGRAM  MONTH 

Serving  the  churches  and  ministers  providing: 

•  Quality  retirement  planning. 

•  Seminars  and  educational  opportunities. 

•  The  Christmas  Cheer  Program  for  all  ministers  age  65  and  older. 

•  The  Minister's  Widows  Fund. 

•  The  Surviving  Minister's  Fund. 

•  Publications  to  assist  in  compensation  planning. 

The  month  of  October  has  been  designated  by  the  Convention  as 
Minister's  Program  Month  in  the  local  church.  Also,  October  13,  2002 
is  Clergy  Appreciation  Day.  I  would  like  to  thank  each  of  you  for  the 
opportunity  to  serve  our  denomination  through  this  program.  It  is 
only  through  the  support  of  our  churches  that  we  are  able  to  serve  our 
ministers. 

During  the  past  year  we  paid  out  over  $71,000  in  retirement  benefits, 
over  $3,000  in  hardship  grants  and  over  $10,000  during  our  Christ- 
mas Cheer  program.  Each  year  the  Program  continues  to  write  monthly 
and  quarterly  checks  to  ministers  whose  retirement  funds  have  been 
exhausted.  Your  generosity  makes  this  possible  and  it  enables  us  to 
keep  the  promise  made  to  these  men  when  they  retired. 

How  can  you  help  this  ministry? 

Remember  the  Minister's  Program  in  your  prayers. 

Support  the  Program  financially  with  a  special  offering  or  include  the 
Program  in  your  annual  budget. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Minister's  Program 
Donald  Fader  •  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  523-5800 
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MOUNT  OLIVE 


COLLEGE 


2002  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
DINNERS  SCHEDULED 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  annual  18  county-wide  dinners  to  be  held  in  October 
and  November.  Mrs.  jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of  Church  Support  and  coordi- 
nator of  the  dinners,  stated  that  the  dinners  have  a  three-fold  purpose:  (1)  to 
allow  Free  Will  Baptists  the  opportunity  to  invest  in  the  lives  of  the  students 
the  College  serves;  (2)  to  relate  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  the  outreach 
ministry  the  College  provides;  and  (3)  to  give  high  school  students  the  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  about  the  programs  offered  by  the  College. 

All  Free  Will  Baptists  are  invited  to  the  dinner  in  their  county,  however, 
reservations  must  be  made  through  their  local  church  chairperson. 

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK  COUNTIES,  Thursday,  October  3,  7  p.m.,  Folkstone  Church,  Folkstone,  Ronnie 
Parker,  Chair.  Goal:  $5,550 

LENOIR  COUNTY,  Saturday,  October  5,  7  p.m.,  Daly's  Chapel  Church  near  Seven  Springs,  Cleo  S. 
Hinson,  Chair.  Goal:  $23,950 

JONES  COUNTY,  Monday,  October  7,  7  p.m.,  Pilgrim's  Home  Church,  near  Dover,  Gene  Burkett, 
Chair.  Goal:  $6,525 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY,  Thursday,  October  10,  7  p.m.,  Peace  Church  near  Pinetops,  Ray  Williamson, 
Chair.  Goal:  $10,075 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY,  Saturday,  October  12,  6:30  p.m.,  Southside  High  School,  Chocowinity,  Billy 
Gurkin,  Chair.  Goal:  $13,800 

GREENE  COUNTY,  Monday,  October  14,  7  p.m.,  Hull  Road  Church  near  Snow  Hill,  Randy  Beaman 
and  Genevieve  M.  Taylor,  Co-Chairs.  Goal:  $38,525 

PEE  DEE  ASSOCIATION,  Tuesday,  October  15,  7  p.m.,  Mt.  Calvary  Church  between  Bladenboro  and 
Whiteville,  Danny  McPherson,  Chair.  (Gave  $14,365  at  2001  dinner) 

NASH  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  October  22,  7  p.m.,  Whitley  Center,  Children's  Home,  Middlesex,  John  R. 
Manning,  Chair.  Goal:  $9,775 

PAMLICO  COUNTY,  Saturday,  October  26, 6  p.m.,  Camp  Vandemere,  Vandemere,  Judy  Thaanum  and 
Beverly  Holton,  Co-Chairs.  Goal:  $7,825 

WAYNE  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  October  29,  7  p.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center,  Mount  Olive  College, 
Barbara  Lancaster,  Chair.  Goal:  $72,950 

DUPLIN  COUNTY,  Saturday,  November  2,  6  p.m.,  Mount  Olive  College,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center,  Tommy  Benson,  Chair.  Goal:  $23,075 

JOHNSTON-WAKE  COUNTIES,  Monday,  November  4,  7  p.m.,  Everett  Chapel  Church,  Spiritual  Life 
Building,  Clayton.  Keenan  Hinnant  and  Wanda  Jones  Blow,  Co-Chairs.  Goal:  $53,375 

CARTERET  COUNTY,  Saturday,  November  9,  6  p.m.,  West  Carteret  High  School,  Morehead  City, 
Sheri  S.  Noonan  and  Edgar  Pake,  Jr.,  Co-Chairs.  Goal:  $16,725 

CRAVEN  COUNTY,  Monday,  November  11,7  p.m.,  Juniper  Chapel  Church  near  Vanceboro,  Angie  W. 
Piner,  Chair.  Goal:  $27,225 

WASHINGTON,  MARTIN,  TYRRELL,  AND  PASQUOTANK  COUNTIES:  November  14,  7:30  p.m.,  Rose 
of  Sharon  Church,  Bear  Grass,  Lloyd  W.  Jones,  Jr.,  Chair.  Goal:  $23,125 

PITT  COUNTY,  Monday,  November  1 8,  7  p.m.,  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church,  Greenville,  Jane  T. 
Tripp,  Chair.  Goal:  $38,550 

WILSON  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  November  19,  7  p.m.,  Beddingfield  High  School  near  Wilson,  Johnny 
Sullivan,  Chair.  Goal:  $49,100 

SAMPSON,  HARNETT,  AND  CUMBERLAND  COUNTIES,  Thursday,  November  21 ,  7  p.m.,  Sampson 
County  Agri-Exposition  Center,  Clinton,  Lee  Morton  Jernigan,  Chair,  goal:  $41,070 

2002  TOTAL  DINNER  GOAL:  $475,585 
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CHAPEL  CARILLON 
RINGS  ON  CAMPUS 


Jim  Belden,  installation  engineer  from  the 
Van  Bergen  Company,  and  Alan  Armstrong 
(seated),  professor  of  music,  try  out  the  new 
carillon  in  Rodgers  Chapel. 


The  beautiful  sound  of  bells  can  be 
heard  throughout  the  campus  and 
community  thanks  to  the  new  caril- 
lon in  Rodgers  Chapel.  The  carillon, 
a  gift  from  longtime  friends  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Billy 
Yawn,  serves  as  an  audible  reminder 
of  the  College's  Christian  heritage.  A 
dedication  service  for  the  carillon  was 
held  September  29,  at  4  p.m.  in 
Rodgers  Chapel. 


VISITATION  DAY 
NOVEMBER  11 

Campus  Visitation  Day  is 
scheduled  for  Monday,  November 
11.  High  school  seniors  and  their 
parents  are  invited  to  attend  this 
event  to  learn  more  about  the  op- 
portunities at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. Attendants  participate  in 
campus  tours,  meet  faculty  and 
other  students,  as  well  as  discuss 
scholarships  and  financial  aid  op- 
portunities. Potential  students  can 
also  audition  for  music  scholar- 
ships and  meet  athletic  coaches. 
For  details,  contact  Barbara 
Kornegay,  vice  president  for  enroll- 
ment at  (919)  658-2502  or  email  her 
at  bkornegay@moc.edu. 


STUDENTS  RECEIVE  TUITION  GRANTS 


COMING  EVENTS 


Pictured  are  several  FWB  students  who  have  each  received  a  $2,500  FWB  Tuition  Grant  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  If  you  are  a  FWB  and  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  FWB  Tuition 
Grant,  contact  Tim  Woodard  at  twoodard@moc.edu  or  (919)  658-2502. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
Presents 

DR.  JAMES  MICHAEL  EFIRD 

Duke  University  Divinity  School 
in  a  Barrow  Lecture 


"Help  for  the 
Christian  Family'' 

Tuesday,  October  8,  2002 
Rodgers  Chapel 


10  a.m. — Lecture  1:  "Family  Relationships  at  Home  and  in  Society" 

11  a.m. — Worship:  Sermon  Topic:  "Should  the  Church  Uphold  Family 
Values?"  (1  Corinthians  5) 

12  p.m. — Lunch  (in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center,  $4.50  per  per- 
son) 

1  p.m. — Lecture  2:  "Male  and  Female;  Husband  and  Wife" 

James  Michael  Efird  is  an  ordained  minister  and  pastor.  He  has  been 
professor  ot  Biblical  Interpretation  at  Duke  Divinity  School  since  1962. 
He  has  concentrated  on  making  the  Bible  understandable  and  useful 
for  lay  persons,  church  leaders,  and  pastors.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar lecturers  in  churches  throughout  North  Carolina  in  many  different 
denominations.  In  addition  to  preaching  and  teaching,  he  has  written 

13  books  and  more  than  50  articles  in  various  journals  and  Bible  dictio- 
naries. 

The  program  will  provide  help  for  family  members,  church  leaders, 
and  pastors. 


Carolina  Brass  Ensemble 

Thursday,  October  3,  2002 
Established  in  1997,  the  Carolina 
Brass  Ensemble  is  one  of  the  finest 
brass  ensembles  in  the  country. 
Their  programs  include  many  styles 
of  music  ranging  from  Dixieland/ 
Jazz  to  Broadway  show  tunes,  and 
Medieval /Renaissance  to  classical 
and  contemporary.  The  event  is  free 
and  open  to  the  public. 

Barrow  Lecture 

Tuesday,  October  8,  2002 
10  a.m.,  Rodgers  Chapel 
Dr.  James  Michael  Efird,  an  or- 
dained minister  and  professor  of 
Biblical  Interpretation  at  Duke  Di- 
vinity School,  will  speak  on  "Help 
for  the  Christian  Family."  He  has 
written  13  books  and  published 
more  than  50  articles  in  journals  and 
Bible  dictionaries. 

Mr.  and  Miss  MOC  Pageant 

Saturday,  October  12,  2002 
7  p.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy 
Regional  Center 
Watch  some  of  our  finest  young 
men  and  women  compete  for  the 
titles  of  Mr.  and  Miss  MOC  2002. 
Contestants  will  compete  in  inter- 
view, talent,  and  evening  wear  com- 
petitions. For  more  information 
about  the  pageant,  contact  Julie 
Beck  at  (919)  658-2502. 

Farm  Bill  Forum  Revisited 

Thursday,  October  17,  2002 
9:15  a.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy 
Regional  Center 
The  Agri-business  Center  will  host 
a  forum  to  discuss  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  2002  Farm  Bill  signed  by 
President  Bush.  Topics  to  be  dis- 
cussed include  the  Farm  Bill's  ef- 
fects on  commodity  programs,  con- 
servation, rural  development,  and 
tobacco  buyout.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  the  Agri-business  Center 
at  (919)  658-2502. 
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THE  CHURCH  IN  AN  UNCHURCHED  WORLD 


by  the  Reverend  Greg  Day,  Campus  Minister,  Assistant  Professor  of  Religion 


As  time  permits,  I  would  like  to 
share  a  variety  of  thoughts  dealing 
with  the  church  in  an  unchurched 
world.  Hopefully  each  of  us,  as  faith- 
ful servants  of  the  Lord,  will  be  will- 
ing to  grow  in  our  knowledge  and 
our  faith  so  that  each  of  us  might  be 
more  effective  witnesses  in  the  world. 

If  we  look  closely  at  our  society  in 
the  year  2002  we  can  see  the  evidence 
of  the  loss  of  Christian  influence. 
Some  observations  might  be  as  fol- 
lows: 

1)  Our  standard  of  how  we  define 
success  has  been  redefined.  Success 
revolves  around  that  which  we  can 
possess. 

2)  The  interest  in  spiritual  matters 
is  very  high  within  our  society  but  is 
lacking  in  our  churches. 

3)  Christian  moral  values  have  lost 
their  impact  in  all  areas  of  society. 

4)  The  secular  nature  of  society  is 
in  every  area  of  our  lives — even  our 
churches. 

5)  The  lack  of  time  is  the  primary 
motivator  for  the  lack  of  human  con- 
tact and  a  meaningful  relationship 
with  God. 

6)  Our  society  is  filled  with  dual 
marriages,  dual  families,  and  dual 
incomes. 

7)  We  live  in  a  highly  mobile  soci- 
ety which  leads  to  a  lack  of  "roots" 
and  loneliness. 

8)  Within  the  church  there  is  a 
much  higher  rate  of  clergy  burnout 
and  forced  terminations. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  con- 
cerns that  each  church  family  faces 
as  we  seek  to  do  ministry.  As  a  result, 
both  clergy  and  laity  face  several 
challenges  especially  in  the  area  of 
visitation,  pastoral  care,  and  Chris- 
tian education.  For  example,  due  to 
the  time  constraints  of  our  families 
coupled  with  being  a  mobile  society, 
most  ministers  and  laity  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  plan  activities  and  to  find 
people  at  home  for  visitation  and 
counseling.  Also,  due  to  a  variety  of 


cultures  and  beliefs,  fueled  by 
pseudo-Christian  beliefs  and  books, 
the  idea  of  receiving  true  Biblical 
teachings  is  foreign  to  many  people. 

What  can  be  done  to  assist  each  of 
us  in  making  our  ministry  more  ef- 
fective? Perhaps  the  following  sug- 
gestions might  be  a  catalyst  to  help 
us  be  better  witnesses. 

1)  Look  for  'teachable'  and  'reach- 
able' moments.  Be  alert.  God  places 
us  in  situations  each  day  where  we 
might  be  able  to  witness  the  love  of 
God  to  someone  who  is  lost  or  facing 
a  difficult  time. 

2)  Developing  a  team  of  lay  people 
to  assist  the  pastor  in  visitation  and 
witnessing  is  very  effective.  Remem- 
ber, the  pastor  cannot  do  ministry 
alone.  We  are  all  called  to  be  'minis- 
ters of  the  Word.' 

3)  Greeting  and  meeting  are  effec- 
tive tools  for  outreach  and  evange- 
lism. Set  up  banquets,  receptions,  or 
luncheons  for  new  members  or  pros- 
pects. Make  them  feel  welcome  and 
comfortable. 

4)  Develop  various  support  groups 
which  can  be  led  by  trained  lay  lead- 
ers. An  example  might  be  a  grief  sup- 
port group. 

5)  Do  not  hesitate  to  'go  out'  to  the 


people  that  you  are  seeking  to  reach. 
The  "Ya'll  Come"  way  of  doing  min- 
istry simply  does  not  work  with  a  ma- 
jority of  people  today.  Churches  must 
heed  the  call  to  "GO." 

6)  Sunday  School,  children's  activi- 
ties, small  group  ministry,  and  home 
Bible  studies  are  essential  in  educat- 
ing people  in  the  Word. 

7)  Finally,  THINK  OUTSIDE  OF 
THE  BOX.  Shy  away  from  the 
thought  that  change  is  not  good. 
Words  that  are  a  curse  rather  than  a 
blessing  are,  "We  have  never  done  it 
that  way  before!" 

Ephesians  4  states  that  we  are  in 
the  business  of  equipping  the  saints 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry  and  for 
the  building  up  of  the  body  of  Christ. 
May  we  remain  true  to  our  call  of 
equipping  each  other  in  the  faith  and 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


Books  /  Resou  rces  /  References 
Assimilating  New  Members,  Lyle  Schaller 
Making  the  Church  Work:  Converting  the 

Church  for  the  2tst  Century,  Eddie 

Hammett 

The  Gathered,  Scattered  Church:  Equipping 
Believers  for  the  21st  Century,  Eddie 
Hammett 
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FOREIGN 


MISSIONS 


SHALOM  FREE  WIILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
San  Jose,  Puerto  Princesa  City 

by  the  Reverend  Fidel  B.  Presto 


It  was  two  years  ago  that  the  Shalom  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  estab- 
lished in  San  Jose,  Puerto  Princesa  City.  The  gospel  of  the  Lord  continues  to 
work  in  this  place  because  the  moving  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  still  inviting  people 
to  come  to  Jesus  Christ. 

We  praise  God  for  His  wonderful  work  and  His  mighty  power.  We  believe 
that  the  members  of  Shalom  Free  Will  Baptist  will  continue  to  serve  the  Lord 
for  the  glory  of  His  Kingdom.  The  Bible  says  that:  Finally  brethren,  whatso- 
ever things  are  true,  whatsoever  is  noble,  whatever  is  right,  whatever  is  pure, 
whatever  is  lovely,  whatever  is  admirable  if  anything  is  excellent  or  praise- 
worthy— think  about  such  things.  Whatever  you  have  learned  or  received  or 
heard  from  me,  or  seen  in  me — put  it  into  practice.  And  the  Lord  of  peace  will 
be  with  you  (Philippians  4:8-9).  And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  God  to  them  who  are  called  according  to  his  pur- 
pose (Romans  8:28). 


San  Jose  Church 


Adults  and  Children  Fellowship 


Young  People's  Team 


Children's  Fellowship 


Children 's  Fellowship 
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MY  STUDIES 

by  Tezdjan 

Dear  Brothers 
and  Sisters  in 
Christ, 

I  am  delighted 
to  tell  you  that  I 
completed  my 
"Level  One" 
studies  at  the 
Open  Theological 
College  (OTC)  in 
Great  Britain.  The 
London  Bible 
College  (LBC) 
provided  three 
Tezd)m  studies  under  su- 

pervision of  OTC.  The  administration  of  LBC  surprised 
me  by  sending  a  "Religious  Study  Certificate,"  because  I 
received  more  than  50  credits  from  that  college.  However, 
within  some  months  I  do  expect  a  "Certificate  of  Higher 
Education"  on  an  academic  level  from  OTC. 

To  obtain  a  "Theological  Study  Diploma"  from  LBC  I 
need  to  follow  two  more  courses  or  modules,  which  may 
take  me  about  one  year  of  study  in  my  spare  time.  These 
certificates  and  diplomas  give  me  the  right  to  teach  reli- 
gion in  my  country. 

The  studies  have  been  very  beneficial  to  me.  They  have 
widened  my  understanding  of  the  Old  Testament  and 
New  Testament.  They  enriched  my  knowledge  about 
Church  History,  Early  Christianity,  History  of  Christian 
Missions,  Christian  Doctrines,  and  Evangelism.  The  stud- 
ies helped  me  to  realize  and  to  appreciate  how  the  Lord 
took  me  out  of  my  Moslem  environment  and  has  brought 
me  in  relationship  with  you  through  service  and  worship. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  we  cannot  reach  God  by  studies 
only.  Through  studies  we  may  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
God  exists,  but  we  cannot  reach  Him  unless  we  confess 
our  sins  and  open  our  hearts  for  Him  ...  and  keep  our 
hearts  open  for  Him  every  day.  The  studies  helped  me  to 
comprehend  historical  events  in  the  light  of  their  own  time 
and  culture.  They  helped  me  to  recognize  my  own  time 
and  the  life-situation  in  which  I  am  serving.  Most  of  all  I 
have  learned  the  values  of  prayers  and  meditation  on  the 
Word.  The  Word  of  God  has  a  wonderful  power  to  live. 
My  studies  helped  me  to  be  more  useful  to  the  people 
whom  I  am  allowed  to  serve  in  your  Mission.  Thank  you 
wholeheartedly  for  your  prayers  and  support  to  make  my 
studies  such  a  blessing.  God  rewards  you  with  great  joy 
and  peace;  may  these  remain  in  you  forever. 

Many  Greetings  in  the  name 
of  our  Crucified  and 
Risen  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Tezdjan 


CHILDREN'S 


HOME 


FRIENDS  OF  CHILDREN 

Each  year  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  cel- 
ebrates its  annual  Friends  of  Children  Day.  We  express 
our  sincere  appreciation  to  our  many  faithful  Friends  of 
Children  supporters  during  this  time.  Without  their  sup- 
port our  ministry  could  not  provide  many  of  its  services 
to  children  and  families  in  need.  We  encourage  anyone  to 
attend.  It  is  a  great  opportunity  for  individuals  and  church 
groups  to  visit  our  campus  and  learn  about  your  child 
care  ministry.  The  day  begins  with  lunch,  followed  by  a 
program  and  concluding  with  campus  tours. 

Our  Friends  of  Children  program  helps  us  provide  for 
the  children.  The  program  supports  services  like  food, 
clothing,  therapy,  spiritual  guidance,  and  recreational  ac- 
tivities. These  services  help  our  children  train  and  pre- 
pare for  a  successful,  independent  adult  life.  Our  campus 
provides  the  opportunity  for  socialization  and  interaction 
in  an  environment  that  encourages  values,  principles,  and 
positive  moral  concepts. 

Membership  in  the  Friends  of  Children  program  is 
achieved  with  a  monthly  gift  of  $20  or  more  to  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home.  Membership  also  provides 
you  with  an  opportunity  to  become  partners  and  share  in 
a  sense  of  satisfaction  with  other  concerned  friends  in  en- 
suring the  on-going  ministry  of  "a  Christian  home  for  boys 
and  girls." 

The  Board  of  Directors 
Invite  You  and  Your  Guests 
to  our  Annual  Luncheon  for 
Friends  of  Children  Appreciation  Day 
Whitley  Center 
Saturday,  November  23,  2002 
1 2  Noon 
Keynote  Speaker 
The  Reverend  Fred  Baker 
Pastor,  Roberts  Grove  Church 
Special  Music:  Daniels  Chapel  Choir 


Number  in  Party 


Name 


Phone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Return  to: 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home,  Inc. 
PO  Box  249 
Middlesex,  NC  27557 

Office:  (252)  235-2161   Fax:  (252)  235-2625 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


iCHARMS 


SPIRITED  SPEAKERS  AT  THE  EASTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  TRAINING  CONFERENCE: 
Steven  James,  Marlene  LeFever,  and  Bishop  L.  N.  Perry,  Jr. 

by  Pepper  Worthington 


Coastal  MACEA  Conference 

The  Coastal  Mid-Atlantic  Christian  Education  Associa- 
tion, a  satellite  of  the  Mid-Atlantic  Christian  Education 
Association  (MACEA),  drew  over  three  hundred  partici- 
pants to  the  Eastern  North  Carolina  Christian  Education 
Training  Conference  in  New  Bern  on  August  16-17,  2002. 
Coastal  MACEA  coordinators,  Mary  Dudley  and  Angel 
Lorton,  actively  or- 
ganized and  intro- 
duced guests  to  the 
learning  opportuni- 
ties for  the  weekend. 

On  hand  at  New 
Bern's  Riverfront 
Convention  Center 
were  special  exhibits, 
unique  booths,  some 
96  workshops,  CEU 
credit  for  Day  Care 
workers,  and  the 
spirited  speakers, 
Steven  James  of  Next 
Generation  Minis- 
tries, Marlene 
LeFever,  author,  and 
Bishop  L.  N.  Perry, 
Jr.,  an  ordained  min- 
ister of  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist 
Conference  of 
America,  Inc. 

"Brochures  and  program  books  were  provided  by  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School  Ministry  as  a 
symbol  of  its  beliefs  in  the  tenets  of  MACEA,"  noted  Mary 
Dudley,  director  of  the  OFWB  Sunday  School  Board. 

Spirited  Speaker  Steven  James 

Spirited  speaker  Steven  James  of  Next  Generation  Min- 
istries was  on  hand  Friday  night,  August  16,  to  remind 
Sunday  School  teachers  of  three  crucial  realities:  (1)  What 
people  remember  in  life  are  special  moments  that  last  a 
lifetime.  (2)  When  we  give  people  a  second  chance,  we 
show  them  love.  (3)  When  we  teach  people  to  set  goals, 
make  choices,  and  face  consequences  for  behavior,  we 
teach  them  tools  to  live.  Then  we  add  forgiveness  and 
love. 


James  told  wonderful  stories  in  a  humorous  and  warm- 
hearted way  to  fire  the  imagination  of  each  listener.  He 
spoke  of  two  pots  in  a  potter's  shop.  One  pot  was  color- 
ful, perfect,  and  exquisitely  designed.  The  other  pot  was 
plain,  imperfect  with  a  crack.  The  cracked  pot's  name  was 
simply  Clay  Pot.  The  perfect  pot's  name  was  Ben  Flaw- 
less. Clay  Pot  believed  the  potter  had  made  a  mistake  with 

him,  for  when- 
ever water  found 
its  way  into  his 
vessel,  half  of  it 
leaked  out.  Clay 
Pot  watched  the 
water  slip  out 
and  he  felt  that  he 
was  a  worthless 
pot.  But  one  day 
Clay  Pot  saw  a 
line  of  flowers 
growing  in  the 
desert  because 
the  water  that 
dripped  out  of  his 
cracked  side  had 
helped  the  flow- 
ers to  grow.  James 
noted  the  crack 
was  put  there  by 
the  potter  to  grow 
flowers  in  the 
desert. 

Treasures  can  come  through  our  cracks.  We  haven't  seen 
what  grows  but  we  must  let  the  water  flow  through  our 
cracks.  James  emphasized  that  a  teacher  who  leaves  be- 
hind a  positive  imprint  is  a  teacher  who  has  impacted  the 
life  of  a  person.  What  we  remember  about  our  teachers  is 
not  their  degrees  or  lesson  plans  but  their  love. 

"Take  time  to  love  your  students  one  at  a  time.  It  is  those 
moments  we  remember.  They  last  a  lifetime,"  he  stated. 

James  told  the  story  of  his  first  grade  school  teacher 
who  came  to  his  house.  He  showed  her  his  two  turtles, 
told  her  their  names,  then  put  them  back  into  the 
aquarium.  She  talked  to  his  parents  and  when  she  left, 
she  leaned  over  his  aquarium  and  called  his  two  turtles 
by  the  right  name. 

(Cont.) 


The  Bible  Bookstores  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  offered  Christian  literature  for  sale 
to  guests.  From  left  to  right:  Mary  Dudley,  Dianne  Riley,  Darren  Davenport,  and  Mary 
Harris. 
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"I  don't  remember  her  lesson  plans  or  her  tests,  but  I 
remember  my  first  grade  teacher's  visit  to  my  home  and 
her  calling  my  turtles  by  their  right  name,"  he  said. 

"What  kind  of  impact  are  you  going  to  leave  as  a  Sun- 
day School  teacher?"  he  asked.  "What  moments  will 
people  remember?" 

James  also  stressed  giving  people  a  second  chance.  He 
writes  Crystal  who  is  now  in  prison  and  he  reminds  her 
that  God  will  never  leave  her  or  forsake  her. 

"The  need  for  forgiveness  is  great,"  emphasized  James. 
He  noted  Ernest  Hemingway's  story  of  young  Spanish 
Paco  who  fought  with  his  dad.  Paco  ran  away.  His  dad 
put  an  ad  in  the  newspaper.  "Dear  Paco,  meet  me  at  twelve 
noon  in  front  of  the  newspaper  office.  All  is  forgiven." 
James  noted  that  the  next  day  at  noon  in  front  of  the  news- 
paper office,  800  kids  showed  up.  "It's  forgiveness,  a  sec- 
ond chance,  goal-setting,  and  special  moments  of  love  that 
are  important,"  said  James.  "Loving  people  one  at  a  time 
with  grace  and  forgiveness,  using  our  cracks  and  the 
cracks  of  others,  with  God  as  the  Potter,  is  our  prayer,"  he 
concluded. 


Spirited  Speaker  Marlene  LeFever 

Author  Marlene  LeFever  spoke  about  those  special 
moments  that  become  the  flower  from  God.  "These  flow- 
ers of  tentiness  come  when  we  need  them  the  most,"  said 
LeFever. 

She  told  the  story  of  a  mother  who  asked  her  little  girl, 
"What  did  you  learn  in  Sunday  School  today?"  The  little 
girl  replied,  "I  learned  that  Jesus  loves  me  even  when  I'm 
taking  a  nap." 

LeFever  told  the  story  of  a  young  woman  who  was  in  a 
special  education  class.  The  young  woman  saw  her  Sun- 
day School  teacher  in  the  same  Salvation  Army  uniform 
lesson  after  lesson.  One  day  the  young  woman  came  to 
class  and  went  up  to  her  Sunday  School  teacher,  who  was 
wearing  the  Salvation  Army  uniform.  The  young  woman 
said,  "You  must  be  awful  poor  because  you  wear  the  same 
dress  each  Sunday  School.  Here,  this  is  for  you."  The  child 
handed  the  teacher  a  bag  and  inside  was  the  woman's 
best  summer  dress. 

"One  Sunday  School  teacher  had  a  birth  defect  for  her 
arm  ended  at  her  elbow,"  noted  LeFever.  "She  taught  pre- 
school special  education  children  and  she  taught  them  to 
put  their  hands  together  to  pray.  On  the  big  Sunday  when 
all  of  the  children  went  to  the  big  church  service,  the  pas- 
tor said  the  big  prayer.  All  of  the  preschool  special  educa- 
tion children  put  their  hands  against  their  elbow  in  pray- 
ing to  God." 


Spirited  Speaker  Bishop  J.  N.  Perry,  Jr. 

"Study  with  a  purpose,"  challenged  OFWB  Bishop  J. 
N.  Perry,  Jr.  to  the  room  full  of  Sunday  School  teachers  at 
the  Coastal  MACE  A  Conference  on  August  17,  2002  in 
New  Bern. 

"It  is  one  thing  to  read,  one  thing  to  meditate,  and  one 
thing  to  study,"  he  continued.  "To  study  demands  a  more 
dedicated  mind,  a  focus.  Why  are  you  studying?  What  is 
your  agenda?  Why  is  it  important  that  Mary  Dudley  travel 
here  and  there  with  her  emphasis  on  teaching  in  Sunday 
School?  Why?"  he  asked.  "To  set  the  mind  in  the  right 
direction,"  he  answered.  "Paul  told  Timothy  to  study  with 
purpose,  to  show  himself  approved  unto  God.  We  study 
to  do  the  ongoing  work  of  God's  will,"  said  Bishop  Perry. 
Remember,  Paul  and  Timothy  became  like  father  and  son," 
he  continued.  "Paul  was  alone  in  a  cold,  hard  Roman 
prison.  Paul  awaited  his  execution.  It  is  here  that  Paul 
writes  his  last  recorded  letter.  He  is  anxious  for  Timothy 
to  come  and  see  him  before  winter  sets  in.  Paul's  primary 
concern  is  for  Timothy  and  his  ministry.  Paul  tells  Timo- 
thy never  be  ashamed  of  the  Gospel.  Paul  instructs  Timo- 
thy to  study,  to  stay  with  the  original  Word  of  God,  to 
study  to  show  himself  approved  unto  God,  to  not  be 
ashamed  by  rightly  defining  the  word  of  truth.  Paul,  was 
anxious  to  get  this  message  to  Timothy.  For  you  see,  Paul 
knew  the  Lord  had  met  him  on  the  road  to  Damascus  and 
bathed  him  in  divine  instruction.  God  opened  up  things 
to  Paul,  for  He  knew  he  was  a  learned  person,  but  the 
Lord  came  into  his  life  to  set  his  mind  straight,"  declared 
Bishop  Perry. 

"Focus.  Set  the  mind  straight,"  he  continued.  "We've 
got  some  crazy  minds  today  making  a  mockery  of  Chris- 
tianity. What  we  need  to  do  is  to  put  some  good  time  in 
with  the  Lord,  to  study  with  a  purpose,  to  study  what  the 
Lord  wants  us  to  know,  to  study  to  show  ourselves  ap- 
proved unto  God,"  he  said.  "Paul  made  some  bad  mis- 
takes and  he  admitted  it,  but  he  did  not  want  Timothy  to 
make  the  same  mistakes.  The  Lord  wants  to  help  us.  I 
thank  God  for  Mrs.  Dudley  inviting  me  here  today.  I  pray 
I  have  said  something  that  will  be  an  encouragement  to 
you  as  Sunday  School  teachers,"  he  concluded. 


Challenge  to  Sunday  School  Workers 

"The  OFWB  Sunday  School  Board  wants  to  help  Sun- 
day School  workers  with  new  creative  ideas  for  the  edu- 
cational programs  in  our  denomination.  There  are  learn- 
ing opportunities  out  there!  Call  me  at  (252)  746-4963  or 
write  me  at  OFWB  Sunday  School  Board,  PO  Box  39, 
Ayden,  NC  28513,"  stressed  Mary  Dudley  in  a  flush  of 
excitement  after  a  workshop  session. 
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Camp  Vandemere 


ANOTHER  SEASON  OF  CAMPING  HAS  PASSED 


by  the  Reverend  Michael  R.  Williams,  Manager 


Another  season  of  camping  has  passed  with  God's  blessings.  Many  souls  were  won  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  Camp 
Vandemere  is  a  great  place  to  send  children  and  adults  to  hear  the  Word  of  God.  But  Camp  Vandemere  has  more  to 
offer  such  as:  fishing,  boating,  playing  games,  or  relaxing  by  the  pool.  Whatever  your  heart  desires,  one  thing  is  for 
certain,  you  will  have  a  good  time. 

The  Singing  by  the  River  was  once  again  a  great  success,  and  many  thanks  go  out  to  all  the  groups  for  sharing  their 
time  and  talent,  and  for  the  many  volunteers  who  helped  make  this  day  a  success  with  over  300  people  attending.  The 
day  could  have  not  been  accomplished  without  them  and  their  help. 

God  has  also  blessed  the  RV  sites  this  year,  as  several  sites  were  used  all  year  long  and  have  been  booked  into 
November.  The  weekend  bookings  for  the  dorms  and  lodges  are  bejng  filled  up  into  November  as  well.  But  remember, 
we  are  open  all  year  long  so  please  call  if  we  can  help  with  your  church  group,  Christmas  parties,  Thanksgiving 
parties,  or  just  some  time  to  get  away.  Give  us  a  call  and  let  Camp  Vandemere  make  you  feel  that  somebody  cares. 

This  will  probably  be  my  last  article  as  manager,  and  before  I  close  I  would  like  to  say  thanks  for  the  three  years  that 
have  changed  my  life  for  the  better.  Thanks  to  God  for  sending  me  to  the  camp,  and  thanks  to  all  the  people  whom  I 
have  come  in  contact  with  over  the  last  few  years.  I  may  forget  your  names  over  the  years  to  come  but  I  will  never 
forget  your  spirit.  Thanks  for  all  the  love  you  have  shared  with  my  family  and  myself.  Only  God  knows  how  much  you 
have  meant  to  us. 

As  God  is  leading  me  down  new  roads  He  also  is  doing  the  same  for  the  next  manager.  Please  pray  for  this  person, 
whomever  he  or  she  maybe,  just  as  I  know  you  did  for  me  and  my  family.  Anyone  who  is  feeling  led  to  apply,  please 
contact  the  Rev.  Mike  Scott  at  (252)  244-2245  or  the  camp  at  (252)  745-3171  for  an  application.  Again,  thanks  for  the 
memories. 


CAMP  VANDEMERE'S  SECOND  ANNUAL 
SPECKLED  TROUT  FISHING  TOURNAMENT 


Saturday,  November  9,  5:30  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 


ENTRY  FEES:  $50  per  vessel 
(75%  of  the  money  collected  from  the  entry  fees  will  go 
toward  Camp  Vandemere's  maintenance  and  renovations) 


PRIZE  CATEGORIES 


First  Place — Receives  75%  of  the  remaining  25% 
Second  Place — Receives  15%  of  the  remaining  25% 
Third  Place — Receives  10%  of  the  remaining  25% 


Weighing  Time:  5  p.m.  SHARP! 


PIG  PICKIN'  will  follow  the  weigh-in  and  prize  announcements. 


For  more  information:  please  contact  Leon  Harris  (252)  746-2415  or  (252)  746-4320 
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Layman's  League 


The  Eastern  Conference  Layman's 
League  met  at  Camp  Vandemere  on 
Monday  evening,  August  19.  There 
were  40  in  attendance  which 
included  seven  ministers.  The  camp 
served  a  delicious  meal  consisting  of 
fried  chicken  along  with  all  the  extras. 

Following  the  meal,  the  Rev.  Mike 
Williams,  camp  manager,  gave  a  very 
warm  welcome.  Those  present  then 
sang  two  spirited  hymns:  "When  We 
All  Get  to  Heaven"  and  "Revive  Us 
Again." 

Before  turning  the  evening  over  to 
the  guest  speaker,  vice-president 
Steve  Garner  asked  for  any  testimo- 
nies and  prayer  requests.  The  Rev. 
John  Mark  Wind  ley  offered  these  re- 
quests in  this  special  prayer. 

Brother  Wesley  Taylor,  youth  pas- 
tor of  Gethsemane  Church  was  the 
guest  speaker  of  the  evening.  His 
topic  was  "What  Type  of  Seed  Are 
You  Leaving?"  His  text  came  from 
Psalm  126:5-6.  Brother  Taylor  re- 
marked, "The  Word  of  God  is  our 
seed  and  is  reflected  through  our 
lives."  This  was  a  very  inspiring  mes- 
sage for  all  who  came. 

Several  items  of  business  were 
taken  care  of  by  the  members  present 
which  included  electing  president, 
vice  president,  ministerial  advisor, 
and  a  member-at-large.  God  blessed 
us  in  each  of  these  decisions. 

This  was  a  very  productive  meet- 
ing and  all  enjoyed  the  great  fellow- 
ship. The  Eastern  Conference 
Layman's  League  would  like  to  cor- 
dially invite  all  Laymen  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  on  Monday,  November 
18,  2002  at  7  p.m.  at  Silver  Creek 
Church  in  Cape  Carteret,  NC.  Please 
come  join  us. 

NEXT  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  18,  2002,  7  p.m. 
SILVER  CREEK  CHURCH 
CAPE  CARTERET,  NC 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Executive  Board  Meeting,  VF W  Building,  Snow 
Hill,  7  p.m. 

Camp  Vandemere  Speckled  Trout  Fishing 
Tournament 

State  Layman's  League  Meeting,  Marlboro 
Church,  264  Alternate,  Farmville,  7  p.m. 

Executive  Board  Meeting,  VFW  Building,  Snow 
Hill,  7  p.m. 

Eastern  Conference  Layman's  League  Meeting, 
Core  Point  Church,  Meal,  6:45  p.m.,  Business,  7:30  p.m. 

Central  Conference  Layman's  League  Meeting, 
First  Church,  Greenville,  South  Charles  Street, 
Meal,  6:45  p.m.,  Business,  7:30  p.m. 


DON'T  FORGET! 

The  Layman's  League  is  raising  money  to  build  the  new 
Cragmont  Trading  Post  (Building  No.  8)  at  Cragmont.  You  can 
help!  Please  send  your  contributions  to  Cragmont  and  earmark 
it  for  the  Cragmont  Trading  Post  (Building  No.  8). 

The  Layman's  League  is  also  planning  to  frame  this  build- 
ing. If  you  would  like  to  help,  please  contact  Elmer  Harrell  at 
(252)  747-2894.  Your  help  in  any  way  will  be  greatly  appreci- 
ated. May  God  richly  bless  you  in  doing  His  will. 


Camp  Vandemere  Speckled  Trout 
Fishing  Tournament 
November  2,  2002 


October  10 


November  2 


November  8 


November  14 


November  18 


December  2 
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People  &  Events 

COLLEGE  FELLOWSHIP 


The  College  Fellowship  began  its  second  year  in  September!  The  Fellow- 
ship meets  on  Thursday  evenings  beginning  at  7  p.m.  at  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  of  Greenville. 

The  goal  of  the  Fellowship  is  to  provide  a  network  of  Christian  friends  for 
college-age  students  in  the  Greenville  area.  The  Fellowship  meeting  begins 
with  a  "home-cooked"  meal  followed  by  student-led  devotions  and  fellow- 
ship. If  you  are  a  college-age  student  residing  and /or  attending  college  in  the 
Greenville  area,  you  are  invited  to  come! 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood,  pastor  or 
the  Rev.  Joey  Williams,  Associate  Pastor,  at  (252)  756-6600  or  email  at 
firstfwbchurch@earthlink.net. 


SOUNDVIEW  GROUNDBREAKING 


Sound  View  Church  in  Newport,  NC  held  a  groundbreaking  ceremony  af- 
ter the  morning  worship  services  on  July  21,  2002  for  a  new  sanctuary.  Shown 
left  to  right:  Pastor  Grady  Simpson  is  guiding  our  deacons — Shannon  Inman,  Elbert 
Bailey,  Deivitt  Page,  and  Rodney  Williams,  as  they  help  break  the  ground  the  old 
way  to  bring  in  the  new  with  modern  construction. 

They  broke  the  ground  as  our  church  family  cheered  and  clapped.  The  200 
seat  sanctuary  is  scheduled  for  completion  in  February  2003.  The  114-year- 
old  church  will  preserve  its  .historical  building  for  Sunday  School  classes. 


NETHERCUTT 
RECEIVES 
CERTIFICATE  OF 
ORDINATION 

The  Rev.  Gregory  Keith  Nethercutt 
received  his  Certificate  of  Ordination 
as  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination 
and  is  hereby  authorized  to  preach 
the  Gospel  and  further  the  cause  of 
Christ.  The  Ordination  Service  was 
held  at  Saint's  Delight  Church, 
Ayden,  NC  on  Sunday,  August  24, 
2002. 

Greg  first  accepted  the  call  into  the 
ministry  at  Hillside  Church  in 
Griffon,  NC,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  Eldon  Brock;  and  later 
worked  under  the  watchful  care  of 
the  Rev.  Jack  Weathersby  at  Saint's 
Delight  Church  until  completion  of 
his  ordination.  Greg  attended 
Carolina  Bible  Institute  &  Seminary 
at  Pine  Level,  NC.  Secondary  schools 
attended  were  Pitt  Community 
College,  James  Sprunt  Community 
College,  and  Lenoir  Community 
College  to  complete  all  requirements 
for  Ordination  by  the  Central 
Conference  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Ordaining  Board.  He  has 
served  as  Supply  Pastor  at  Lanier's 
Chapel  for  the  past  two  years  while 
completing  his  educational 
requirements. 

Greg  gives  a  very  special  "thank 
you"  to  his  wife,  Joan,  for  standing 
by  his  side  and  for  all  the  support  she 
has  given  when  it  was  needed  the 
most.  Greg  and  Joan  would  like  to 
send  out  a  special  thanks  to  all  that 
have  helped  and  encouraged  them  in 
their  time  of  need;  and  most  of  all 
thanks  to  God  for  His  blessing  in  their 
lives. 


Do  you  have  any  church  news 
or  events  that  you  would  like  to 
share  in  Tlie  Free  Will  Baptist? 
Send  news  articles  to  Editor,  Free 
Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden, 
NC  28513. 
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SECOND  HISTORICAL  TOUR 


by  the  Reverend  C.  H.  Overman 


Participants  in  the  Tour 


The  second  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Historical  Tour  for  2002  took  place 
on  August  24.  Although  the  number 
was  much  smaller  than  those  who 
participated  in  the  tour  of  the 
Edenton,  NC  area  during  the  spring, 
it  was  a  very  informative  tour  regard- 
ing phases  of  our  denomination's  his- 
tory. 

The  tour  began  at  the  site  of  Eu- 
reka College  in  Ayden.  A  church  now 
stands  on  the  site  and  the  only  re- 
maining building,  which  once  served 
as  a  dormitory,  now  served  as  a  resi- 
dence for  a  minister.  Other  sites  in 
Ayden  included  a  visit  to  the  Ayden 
cemetery,  where  the  group  viewed 
the  gravesites  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  F.  Pittman;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
E.  T.  Phillips;  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J. 
M.  Barfield.  Also  viewed  were  the 
Pittman  residence,  and  the  site  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Seminary,  which 
was  located  on  South  Lee  Street. 

The  next  stop  was  Little  Creek 
Church  in  Greene  County,  which  is 
believed  to  be  the  oldest  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  having  been  first 
built  on  land  that  was  purchased  by 
Joseph  Parker  on  December  25, 1756. 
The  group  assembled  in  church  for  a 
devotional  period.  Dr.  Michael  Pelt 
spoke  about  some  of  the  nineteenth 
century  leaders  in  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  such  as  Jesse 


Heath,  James  Roach,  James  Moore, 
Rufus  K.  Hearn,  and  J.  M.  Barfield. 
Mr.  R.  T.  "Bud"  Forrest,  the  oldest 
male  member  of  Little  Creek  gave  a 
brief  history  of  the  Little  Creek 
Church.  The  group  then  assembled 
in  the  fellowship  hall  for  refresh- 
ments provided  by  the  church.  Before 
leaving,  Dr.  Alan  K.  Lamm  discussed 
the  role  of  Joseph  Parker  in  General/ 
Free  Will  Baptist  history. 

From  Little  Creek  Church,  the  tour 
took  us  to  Joseph  Parker 's  burial  site, 


,:* 


"Bud"  Forrest  discussed  the  history  of 
Little  Creek  Church. 


located  in  Robert  Wyrington's  burial 
ground  in  the  Wheat  Swamp  area  of 
Lenoir  County.  Dr.  Lamm  stated:  "Jo- 
seph Parker  represents  the  kind  of 
minister  that  has  sustained  our  de- 
nomination throughout  the  many  tri- 
als and  tribulations  we  have  faced 
over  the  centuries." 

This  Historical  Tour  was  con- 
ducted as  a  part  of  celebrating  our 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  heritage, 
our  Convention's  theme  for  this  year. 


tw.w  mm 

I ;'()-»--  •<?"! 


Joseph  Parker's  grave  marker 
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FIFTY  YEARS  OF  SERVICE— A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 
OF  THE  REVEREND  C.  H.  OVERMAN 


C.  H.  Overman,  Jr.  was  born 
October  31,  1930,  the  son  of 
Clarence  Henry  Overman,  Sr.  and 
Fannie  Bass  Overman.  He  was  the 
third  child  in  a  family  of  four 
children — Quentin,  Athalene,  and 
Janice.  His  brother  Quentin 
passed  away  in  1996. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  joined 
Union  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Wayne  County,  NC.  In 
June  of  1950,  the  church  presented 
his  Certificate  of  License.  On 
August  30, 1952,  he  was  ordained 
into  the  Gospel  ministry  by  the 
Western  Conference  in  a  service 
held  at  Holly  Springs  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Kenly,  NC. 
Members  of  the  Ordaining 
Council  were  the  Revs.  Fred  A. 
Rivenbark,  James  A.  Evans,  and 
Floyd  B.  Cherry. 

On  August  16, 1952,  he  married 
Janice  Howell,  daugliter  of 
Norman  and  Mamie  Howell.  The 
wedding  took  place  at  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  Pikeville.  Two 
children  were  born  to  this  union — 
David  Howell  (Hal)  and  Jeanne 
Clare.  The  marriage  ended  in 
February  1978  with  the  death  of 
Janice.  In  December  of  1978, 
C.  H.  married  Ruby  Nichols  Allen, 
and  he  became  the  father  of  two 
more  children,  Jeffrey,  who  was 
ten  years  old  at  the  time,  and  Tina, 
who  was  seven.  Ruby  and  C.  H. 
have  two  sons-in-law — Greg 
Gaylor  (Jeanne's  husband),  and 
Larry  Mann  (Tina's  husband);  one 
daughter-in-law,  Lisa,  (Hal's 
wife).  There  are  four 
grandchildren — Cody  Gaylor, 
Carly  Gaylor,  Jena  Allen,  Logan 
Mann,  and  a  stepgrandchild, 
Lauren  Mann. 


C.  H.  began  his  pastoral 
ministry  in  1952,  serving  three 
churches  in  Tyrrell  County,  NC. 
He  and  Ruby  reside  in  Ayden  and 
are  members  of  the  Ayden  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church. 

Education 

Graduated  from  Nahunta  High 
School,  Wayne  County,  NC, 
1949. 

Attended  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible 
College,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
1950-52. 

Graduated  from  Atlantic 
Christian  College,  Wilson,  NC, 
1957,  with  a  major  in  Religion 
and  a  minor  in  Social  Studies. 

Completed  Teacher  Certification 
studies  during  the  summer  of 
1969  and  1970  at  ECU. 

Pastorates 

*Soundside,  Malachi's  Chapel, 

Gum  Neck,  Columbia 
Spring       Branch  Church, 

Walstonburg 
Grimsley  Church,  Maury 
^Memorial  Chapel  Church,  FWB 

Children's  Home, 

Middlesex 
*First  Church,  Goldsboro 
Aspen  Grove  Church,  Fountain 
Little  Creek  Church,  Ayden 
Ayden  Church,  Ayden 
Tirst  Church,  Kinsfon 
*Hickory  Grove  Church 

'Churches  served  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
either  as  regular  pastor  or  interim  pastor. 

Denominational 

*  Assistant  Editor  and  Editor  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  16  years. 

Recording  Secretary  of  the  State 
Convention,  7  years;  vice- 
president  for  4  years. 


Treasurer  of  the  Fourth  Union  of 

the  Central  Conference,  2  years. 
Cragmont  Assembly  (1951 )  camp 

busdriver,  instructor  for  State 

Sunday  School  Convention; 

Counselor,  Christian  Cadet 

Week  for  five  years. 
Recording  Secretary  of  the  Central 

Conference,  6  years. 
^Member     of     the  Central 

Conference  Ordaining  Board, 

7  years. 

Vice-president  of  the  North 

Carolina  Ministerial 

Association,  2  years;  president 

for  2  years. 
Member  of  the  Sunday  School 

Convention  executive 

committee,  8  years. 
Vice-President  of  the  State  League 

Convention,  6  years. 
Chairman  of  the  Convention's 

Board  of  Publications,  2  years. 
Executive  Administrator  of  the 

Convention  of  Original  Free 

Will  Baptists,  6  years. 
Chairman  of  the  Convention's 

Project  Solution  Task  Force 

Committee,  8  years. 
Presently  a  Member  of  the  Barrow 

Endowment  Fund  Committee 

at  Mount  Olive  College. 
Editor  Emeritus  of  the  Free  Will 

Baptist  Press. 

*Served  more  than  once 

Other 

Taught  in  public  schools  for 
twenty  years,  1969-89,  two 
years  in  Craven  County  and 
eighteen  years  in  Greene 
County. 

Member  of  Ayden  Rotary  Club  for 
21  years,  serving  as  president 
for  three  years,  secretary  for  5 
years,  with  16  years  perfect 
attendance. 
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WESTSIDE  CHURCH  OF  KINSTON  CELEBRATES 
TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY 


Pictured  are  the  Charter  Members  who  were  present  for  the  Spaghetti  Supper.  From 
left  to  right:  Inez  Hill,  Carol  Stroud,  Grace  Braxton,  Naomi  Ball,  Nellie  Dail,  Mike 
Parker,  Wilson  Waller,  Burnie  Braxton,  Ann  Winborne,  and  Marlene  Everett.  On 
front  row:  Lester  Dail,  Hattie  Waller,  George  Winborne  and  Jack  Everett.  Not  pic- 
tured are  Charles  and  Evelyn  Lancaster  and  Wilma  Parker. 


The  weekend's  celebration  began 
with  a  spaghetti  supper  at  the  home 
of  Jack  and  Marlene  Everett  on 
Saturday  night,  May  4,  where  the 
charter  members  met  together  to 
commemorate  the  beginning  of  the  25 
years  of  the  organization  of  the 
church.  Charter  members  present 
were:  Charles  and  Evelyn  Lancaster, 
Lester  and  Nellie  Dail,  Burnie  and 
Grace  Braxton,  Wilson  and  Hattie 
Waller,  Mike  and  Wilma  Parker,  Inez 
Hill,  Naomi  Ball,  George  and  Ann 
Winborne,  Carol  Stroud  and  Jack  and 
Marlene  Everett.  Others  present 
were:  Associate/ Youth  Pastor,  the 
Rev.  John  Robert  Harris  and  wife 
Amy.  All  enjoyed  the  spaghetti 
supper,  compliments  of  Naomi  Ball. 
Finger  foods  donated  by  those 
present  were  enjoyed  throughout  the 
evening. 

Sunday  morning's  service  began  at 
10:30  a.m.  with  Miss  Angie  Daniels, 
as  she  sang  the  Call  to  Worship  "On 
My  Knees."  Angie,  former  Miss 
Kinston,  is  the  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Beverly  Daniels  and  grand- 
daughter of  charter  member,  Inez 
Hill.  The  theme  for  the  celebration 
was  "With  God  All  Things  Are  Pos- 
sible" taken  from  Matthew  19:26. 

Jack  and  Marlene  Everett  along 
with  Wilson  and  Hattie  Waller  intro- 
duced the  charter  members  who  were 
present.  They  are  as  follows:  Burnie 


and  Grace  Braxton,  Debbie  Braxton 
Norville,  Mike  and  Wilma  Waller 
Parker,  Lester  and  Nellie  Dail,  Inez 
Hill,  Naomi  Ball,  Gail  Ball  Ham, 
George  E.  "Eddie"  Gray,  Jr.,  Carl  "Pee 
Wee"  Holland,  Carol  Stroud,  Wilson 
and  Hattie  Waller,  and  Jack  and 
Marlene  Everett.  Former  pastors 
present  included  the  Revs.  W.  H. 
Willis  and  Mike  Barnhill.  Associate/ 
Youth  Pastor,  the  Rev.  John  Robert 
Harris  and  Senior  Pastor,  the  Rev. 
Buddy  Sasser,  present  pastors  of  the 
church,  were  also  present. 

Other  special  music  in  the  morning 
service  included  the  Westside  Choir, 
who  sang  "Cornerstone"  directed  by 
Brenda  Parks  Johnson.  Gail  Ball  Ham, 
sang  "In  His  Presence."  The  Westside 
Tentmakers,  Jennifer  and  Andrea 
Parker  and  Christy  Hill,  sang  "Call 
On  Jesus."  Brandon  Ham,  son  of  Gail 
and  Dr.  Harvey  Ham  of  Wilson,  sang 
"God  of  Wonders." 

Mel  and  JoAnn  Woodard  led  a 
Memorial  Service,  for  the  five  mem- 
bers who  passed  away  during  the 
past  year.  They  are:  Raymond  "Pat" 
Patterson,  Stella  Tyndall,  James 
Parks,  Dorothy  "Dot"  Phillips,  and 
Jack  Thomas.  John  Parks  and  Mike 
and  Wilma  Parker  sang  "Windows  of 
Home"  in  memory  of  the  deceased 
members.  Senior  Pastor,  the  Rev. 
Buddy  Sasser  brought  the  morning 
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message.  Lunch  followed  in  the  Fel- 
lowship Hall. 

The  evening  service  began  at  6  p.m. 
with  more  special  music  by  former 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Daughtry.  Other 
soloists  were  Marlene  Everett,  Chelsy 
Rogers,  and  Brenda  Parks  Johnson. 
The  Ladies  Trio,  Brenda  Johnson, 
Rebecca  Hill,  and  Wilma  Parker  also 
rendered  special  music.  The  Rev. 
Mike  Barnhill  of  New  Bern,  who 
served  as  Interim  Pastor  of  the  church 
from  October  25,  2000  until  May  6, 
2001  delivered  the  evening  message. 
An  ice  cream  social  followed  the 
evening  service  with  donations  going 
to  the  Walk  for  Life  Cancer 
Campaign — a  beautiful  climax  to  a 
wonderful  weekend. 

Westside  Church  was  organized  on 
May  3,  1977  when  the  Eastern 
Conference  Executive  Committee 
met  with  the  group  and  conducted 
the  Organizational  Ceremony.  There 
were  46  charter  members  present  for 
this  ceremony. 

Members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee were:  The  Revs.  A.  B.  Starnes, 
A.  Graham  Lane,  S.W.  Minchew, 
Eldon  Brock,  and  Clifton  Rice. 

A  group  of  worshipers  met  to- 
gether in  February  1977  to  pray  and 
seek  God's  guidance  in  their  spiritual 
life.  It  became  apparent  to  the  twenty- 
nine  present  on  Sunday,  March  6, 
1977,  that  a  new  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  church  on  the  west  side  of 
town  should  be  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  proclaiming  the  Good 
News  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  to  a 
lost  world.  The  members  immedi- 
ately started  making  preparations  to 
be  accepted  into  the  Eastern  Confer- 
ence of  the  North  Carolina  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Organization.  By 
May  3,  1977  we  had  $4,031.24  in  the 
treasury. 

The  membership  purchased  two 
acres  of  land  from  Robert  Hill  (H  and 
H  Development  Corporation), 
November  4, 1977  on  Lynn  Drive,  to 
build  the  first  sanctuary  and  Sunday 

(Cont.) 


School  classrooms.  Mr.  Hill  gave  a 
third  acre  to  the  church  at  that  time. 
Linwood  Taylor,  contractor,  started 
construction  of  the  first  building  on 
the  three  acres  of  land  in  November, 
1977.  By  May  1978,  the  building  was 
complete  with  furnishings  and  ready 
for  the  members  to  begin  to  worship 
thereafter  meeting  fifteen  months  in 
the  home  of  one  of  the  members. 

Since  ground  was  first  broken  in 
November,  1977,  the  Robert  Hill  fam- 
ily (Neil  Realty,  formerly  H  and  H 
Development  Corporation),  gave  the 
church  another  acre  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  original  three  acres.  Mr.  M. 
Bailey  Barrow  gave  the  church  one 
more  acre  adjoining  the  first  four.  The 
church  now  owns  five  acres  of  land 
on  Lynn  Drive,  which  extends  from 
Lynn  Drive  back  to  the  Bill  Faye  Park 
fence.  Three  building  projects  have 
been  completed.  On  April  22,  1998, 
during  a  quarterly  business  meeting, 
the  thirty-year  note  on  the  last  build- 
ing built  (a  new  sanctuary)  had  an 
approximate  balance  of  $22,000.  The 
members  present  voted  to  take 
$10,000  accumulated  funds  from  the 
checking  account  and  apply  that  to- 
ward this  balance.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Finance  Board,  Mel  Woodard 
made  a  contribution  toward  the  pro- 
posed new  balance  of  $12,000  and 
challenged  those  present  to  do  the 
same  during  the  business  meeting  so 
the  note  could  be  paid  off  and  burned 
at  the  May  3,  1998  Anniversary  Day 
Celebration.  Within  five  minutes,  the 
challenge  was  met.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  Lord  was  present  in 
that  meeting.  The  30-year  note  was 
paid  in  full  in  less  than  10  years. 

God  has  richly  blessed  Westside 
with  nine  great  pastors  during  the 
past  twenty-five  years.  The  Rev.  Reb 
Lancaster,  who  was  providentially  at 
the  chartering  service,  became  the 
first  pastor.  He  was  followed  by  the 
Rev.  Clifton  Rice  on  September  3, 
1977,  who  came  out  of  retirement  to 
lead  the  church  through  August  1980. 
On  September  7,  1980,  the  Rev. 
Wayne  King  began  eleven  years  as 
pastor.  The  Rev.  W.  H.  Willis  led  the 
congregation  from  November  23, 


1986  to  August  7,  1988,  during  the 
Rev.  King's  illness.  The  Rev.  King  re- 
signed November  1991  to  accept  pas- 
toral duties  at  the  Wilson  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  church.  Dr.  K.  David 
Hines  served  as  interim  pastor  from 
December  1,  1991  until  May  3,  1992, 
when  the  Rev.  Jeff  Daughtry  became 
our  pastor  on  Westside's  fifteenth 
anniversary.  During  Jeff's  pastorate 
our  growth  was  such  that  the  church 
members  felt  we  needed  an  Associ- 
ate Pastor  who  could  also  serve  our 
youth.  The  Rev.  John  Robert  Harris 
began  his  term  as  Associate/Youth 
Pastor  in  January  2000  and  serves  us 
today.  The  Rev.  Daughtry  gave  his 
resignation  on  July  9,  2000  to  accept 
a  position  at  Mount  Olive  College  as 
Director  of  Planned  Giving.  The  Rev. 
Mike  Barnhill  served  as  interim  pas- 
tor from  October  25,  2000  until  May 
6,  2001.  We  welcomed  the  Rev.  E.  S. 
"Buddy"  Sasser  as  he  began  his  term 
as  pastor  of  Westside  on  our  twenty- 
fourth  anniversary. 

Because  of  the  growth  God  has 


blessed  us  with,  we  stand  in  need  of 
more  classroom  and  meeting  space. 
Several  members  are  involved  in 
prayer  groups  meeting  in  homes  and 
at  the  church.  These  groups  are  seek- 
ing God's  direction  during  an  ex- 
haustive search  of  prayer,  finding  out 
His  plans  and  desires  for  the  future 
growth  of  Westside. 

Westside  has  come  a  long  way 
since  March  of  1977  with  29  members 
to  May  5,  2002  with  301  members. 
Westside  is  a  loving  and  caring 
church  and  is  so  proud  of  its  accom- 
plishments through  the  grace  of  God. 
He  continues  to  shower  us  every  day 
with  His  blessings.  And  as  He  con- 
tinues to  bless  us,  we  will  continue 
to  do  His  work  just  as  those  forty-six 
charter  members  determined  to  do 
when  they  signed  Westside's  charter 
in  1977  stating  "in  good  faith  and 
with  God's  help,  we  the  undersigned, 
will  strive  to  build  an  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  that  will  be  a 
shining  light  in  Kinston  and  Lenoir 
County." 


Pictured  above  is  the  banner  with  the  anniversary  theme  and  bible  verse. 
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SUMMER  AT  ST.  MARY'S,  NEW  BERN 


The  young  people  of  St.  Mary's 
Church,  New  Bern,  had  a  summer  of 
"oneness."  Our  theme  for  the  sum- 
mer was  "One  in  Spirit,  One  in  Pur- 
pose" taken  from  Philippians  2:2. 

Our  summer  began  as  we  cel- 
ebrated Graduates'  Weekend.  We  had 
five  college  graduates  and  15  high 
school  graduates  this  year.  We  cel- 
ebrated their  accomplishments  with 
a  special  dinner  and  a  special  Sunday 
morning  service  to  honor  them. 

The  summer  exploded  with  activ- 
ity as  we  began  our  Terrific  Tuesdays 
and  our  HIS  Kids  outings.  Terrific 
Tuesdays  are  for  our  junior  and  se- 
nior high  teens,  while  HIS  Kids  out- 
ings are  for  our  preschool  and  el- 
ementary age  children.  Skating, 
bowling,  and  swimming  were  only 
some  of  the  highlights  of  our  weekly 
fellowship  outings.  During  the  sum- 
mer, we  try  to  build  unity  between 
our  elementary,  junior,  and  senior 
high  groups  as  we  participate  in  ac- 
tivities together  while  also  diving  into 
God's  Word  at  our  weekly  Wednes- 
day night  meetings. 

From  June  23-27,  St.  Mary's  went 
on  a  rip-roaring  river  adventure  with 
SonCanyon  River  Adventure  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School.  With  an  average 
nightly  attendance  of  120  people  and 


classes  for  all  age  groups,  we  learned 
survival  skills  for  life  from  the  Book 
of  Proverbs.  Vacation  Bible  School 
Sunday  was  June  30  and  the  pre- 
school and  elementary  kids  pre- 
sented a  wonderful  musical  in  which 
they  shared  the  songs  and  lessons 
they  learned  throughout  the  week. 

From  July  15-20,  twenty-nine 
young  people  and  seven  adults  from 
St.  Mary's  attended  General  Youth 
Conference  I  at  Cragmont  Assembly. 
The  theme  for  this  year's  camp  was 
"Set  Free  to  Serve."  Campers  learned 
not  only  who  they  are  in  Christ  and 
as  a  Free  Will  Baptist,  but  also  how 
to  identify,  develop,  and  share  the 
gifts  and  talents  God  has  given  to 
them.  In  addition  to  their  morning 
classes,  recreation,  music,  worship, 
and  campfires,  campers  worked  on 
afternoon  projects  ranging  from  mu- 
sic, drama,  dance,  and  art  to  crafts, 
creative  writing,  service,  sound,  and 
video.  They  presented  their  projects 
in  a  Friday  afternoon  show.  The 
youth  of  today  are  so  talented!  It  is 
wonderful  to  see  them  putting  their 
gifts  and  talents  to  work  for  God. 

From  July  26-28,  nine  of  St.  Mary's 
junior  and  senior  high  groups  put 
their  gifts  and  talents  to  work  as  they 
traveled  to  Covenant  Mission  Church 


in  Hope  Mills,  NC  to  facilitate  a  one- 
day  VBS  on  Sunday  and  a  youth  pro- 
gram on  Sunday  morning.  We  en- 
joyed helping  Home  Missions  with 
this  project  and  will  be  looking  for- 
ward to  seeing  the  people  of  Cov- 
enant Mission  again. 

We  wrapped  up  our  summer  with 
Back-to-School  /  End  of  Summer  pool 
parties.  HIS  Kids  met  July  31  for 
swimming,  supper,  and  a  Bible  les- 
son. The  junior  and  senior  high 
groups  joined  the  teens  of  Westside 
Church  in  Kinston  that  day  for  a  pri- 
vate pool  party  at  West  Water  Park 
in  Kinston.  We  had  a  great  night  of 
fellowship,  food,  and  back-to-school 
encouragement. 

August  18  was  our  Summer's  End 
Youth  Sunday  where  the  youth 
shared  music,  skits,  and  testimonies 
from  their  summer.  It  was  a  great 
summer  at  St.  Mary's  and  we  look 
forward  to  a  good  school  year  and 
being  "One  in  Spirit,  One  in  Purpose" 
throughout  the  year. 


HOMECOMING  AT 
FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH 


Friendship  Church,  near 
Middlesex,  will  hold  its  annual 
Homecoming  on  Sunday,  Octo- 
ber 27,  and  former  pastor,  Paul 
Grubbs  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  Please  join  us  for  Sun- 
day School  at  9:45  a.m.  and 
Worship  Service  at  11  a.m. 
Lunch  will  be  served  following 
the  service.  Everyone  is  in- 
vited! For  more  information, 
please  call  (919)  269-4916. 
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WALNUT  CREEK  CHURCH  HONORS  TWO  SPECIAL  LADIES 

by  Betty  Rollins 


The  Rev.  Tony  McLamb,  pastor  of  Walnut 
Creek,  LaGrange,  NC,  honoring  Marjorie 
Sutton  on  August  25,  20002. 


Walnut  Creek  Church  had  the 
distinct  privilege  to  honor  two  very 
special  people — Marjorie  Sutton  and 
Nelton  Whitfield — at  their  services 
on  August  25, 2002.  These  two  special 


The  Rev.  Tony  McLamb,  pastor  of  Walnut 
Creek  Church,  LaGrange,  NC,  honoring 
Nelton  Whitfield  on  August  25,  2002. 


Nelton  Whitfield  blessed  our  lives 
in  1954  when  she  and  her  family,  con- 
sisting of  three  sons:  Elton,  John 
Wayne,  and  Carter  moved  into  our 
community.  She  and  her  husband, 
Weston,  farmed  and  Nelton  was  no 
stranger  to  working  in  the  fields 
along  with  the  others,  often  leaving 
early  enough  to  prepare  meals  to  feed 
them  all.  Her  table  was  always  abun- 
dant with  good  old-fashioned  cook- 
ing; she  is  famous  in  the  community 
for  her  strawberry  cakes. 


ladies  have  and  are  still  providing 
their  own  unique  talents  to  the 
church  today  after  fifty  years. 

Marjorie  Sutton  joined  our  fellow- 
ship in  1951  with  her  family,  consist- 
ing of  four  little  daughters:  Mary 
Ann,  Becky  Faye,  and  Alma.  She  im- 
mediately became  active  in  church 
activities  as  she  taught  classes  of 
young  people,  teenagers,  and  finally 
assisting  the  women's  Sunday  School 
class  as  assistant  teacher.  Even  with 
these  responsibilities,  she  found  time 
to  be  our  pianist.  For  thirty  years  she 
played  for  Sunday  School  and 
church,  attended  all  choir  practices, 
and  undertook  the  awesome  job  of 
teaching  the  choir  new  music  and  the 
little  folks  action  songs.  She  was 
never  tired  as  she  led  and  directed 
our  musical  efforts  for  various  Eas- 


She  taught  the  little  folks  for  17 
consecutive  years  and  served  at  other 
times  for  several  years  at  a  time  as  a 
teacher.  She,  too,  could  be  counted  on 
to  work  in  Bible  School,  on  Christmas 
and  Easter  programs,  and  was  active 
in  other  church  activities.  She  has 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  choir 
and  still  serves  today.  She  is  well 
known  for  her  heart-felt  prayers  and 
her  attention  to  community  needs 
during  times  of  illness,  grief,  and 
hardship. 

When  farming  became  more 
mechanized  and  the  operation  fell 
into  the  hands  of  a  younger  genera- 
tion, she  turned  her  love  and  devo- 
tion to  tending  to  those  in  nursing 
and  rest  homes.  For  22  years  she  ren- 
dered loving,  compassionate  care  to 
many  who  looked  forward  to  her 
daily  arrival.  Her  quiet  and  under- 
standing ways  were  soothing  to  those 
who  were  lonely  and  afraid.  Her 
presence  was  a  comfort  and  she  en- 
joyed serving  the  Lord  in  this  way. 
Only  her  own  declining  health  forced 
her  to  resign. 

Her  sons  have  remained  in  our 
community.  Elton  and  Rose  Whitfield 


ter,  Christmas,  and  Bible  school  pro- 
grams. Though  today  she  has  relin- 
quished these  duties  to  younger 
people,  she  still  blesses  us  and  oth- 
ers as  she  attends  fourth  Sunday 
night  services  as  pianist  when  we 
visit  the  local  nursing  home.  Her 
good  ole  fashion  songs  touch  the 
hearts  of  these  lonesome  residents 
and  bring  joy  and  comfort  to  their 
hearts. 

Her  children  have  married  now 
and  are  scattered.  But  on  various  oc- 
casions we  enjoy  reunion  and  fellow- 
ship with  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bud 
Bartlett  (Mary  Ann),  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baxter  Flardy  (Faye),  Becky 
(Kneeshaw)  Sutton,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bobby  Strickland  (Alma)  and  their 
families.  We  feel  blessed  that  they  are 
still  part  of  our  family. 


and  Carter  and  Jennifer  Whitfield  are 
active  in  our  church.  John  Wayne  and 
Judy  Whitfield  live  close  by  but  wor- 
ship with  another  congregation,  vis 
iting  with  us  from  time  to  time.  They 
and  their  families  "belong"  to  us. 

Not  only  our  church  but  this  com 
munity  has  been  blessed  with  these 
very  special  ladies.  Walnut  Creek 
Church  was  honored  with  the  atten 
dance  of  over  120  who  helped  us  pay 
special  tribute  to  these  ladies.  Our 
morning  worship  consisted  of  special 
music  by  our  young  folks,  the  song 
"A  Smile  Is  a  Flower"  sung  by  three 
lovely  teenagers,  an  instrumental  ren- 
dition of  "He  Touched  Me"  by  our 
pianist  Tim  Bradshaw,  and  special 
music  by  the  choir,  "In  Times  Like 
These"  and  "The  Lighthouse."  Biog- 
raphies were  given  by  Jack  Howell 
and  Ben  Rollins  and  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Tony  McLamb,  made  special 
presentations  of  gifts  and  plaques. 
Many  former  students  and  acquain- 
tances praised  these  ladies  for  their 
contributions  to  their  lives.  The  con- 
gregation held  a  dinner  for  the  guests 
in  our  fellowship  building. 
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EVENTS  AT  POWHATAN 

Submitted  by  Rita  Jones 


Youth  officers  and  representatives  at  Mount  Olive  on  August  24:  (Front  Row)  Nikki  }ones, 
Crystal  Dunn,  Heather  McPherson,  Arigie  Combs;  (back  row)  Holland  White,  Sarah  Jones, 
Brittany  Cartrette,  Jessi  Kennedy,  Jeremy  Godwin. 


August  3  was  the  Fun  Day  at  the 
Childen's  Home.  Powhatan  Church 
in  Clayton  sent  three  officers  to  help 
with  setting  up,  parking,  and  regis- 
tration. Several  other  members  of  our 
youth  group  joined  them  and  enjoyed 
the  activities  and  pizza  lunch.  It  was 
a  great  day  of  fellowship  and  we  were 
very  pleased  to  see  all  the  donations 
made  to  the  Children's  Home. 

On  Saturday,  August  17,  our  youth 
were  active  in  sponsoring  a  hot  dog 
fundriaser  at  4  p.m.  that  was  followed 
by  a  concert  by  the  Oak  Grove  Boys 
at  6  p.m.  Thank  you  to  all  the  neigh- 
bors who  came  out  and  visited  with 
us.  The  Rev.  C.  M.  Coats,  pastor  at 
Powhatan  from  1953-1962,  and  his 
wife  joined  us  for  a  hot  dog  and 
evening  of  gospel  music;  it  was  a 
great  reunion  of  friends! 

State  Youth  Recording  Secretary 
Nikki  Jones  and  her  mother  (mem- 
ber of  the  State  Bible  Bowl  Commit- 
tee) attended  the  Youth  Convention 
OFWB  Executive  Committee  meeting 
on  Saturday  morning,  August  24,  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  There  were 
about  25  people  present  including  the 
officers,  representatives,  district  di- 
rectors, and  several  youth  ministers. 
Many  exciting  plans  were  discussed 
for  the  coming  year  for  the  youth. 
Larry  Faircloth,  State  Bible  Bowl 


Chair,  could  not  be  present  but  pro- 
vided final  copies  of  the  study  guide 
on  the  Life  of  Paul  for  2003.  If  any 
church  is  interested  in  participating 
and  needs  a  copy,  contact  your  dis- 
trict director  or  call  Larry  Faircloth  at 
(919)  345-7082.  If  any  church  is  inter- 
ested in  learning  more  about  the 
Elizabeth  Hansley  Outstanding 
Youth  Group  Award  Program,  a  com- 
mittee has  been  formed  to  assist 
churches  in  understanding  the  re- 
quirements and  preparing  the  appli- 
cations. Contact  Martha  Parsons  or 
Scott  Lane  and  they  will  schedule  to 
have  someone  work  with  you  and 
answer  any  questions  you  may  have. 

Heritage  Sunday  was  celebrated 
on  August  25  at  Powhatan  with  a 
covered  dish  meal  after  services  to 
honor  Mrs.  Joyce  Blinson,  our  oldest 


The  Rev.  Jim  Boyle  presenting  plaque  to 
oldest  member,  Joyce  Blinson. 

member.  She  just  celebrated  her 
eighty-ninth  birthday  and  has  been 
at  Powhatan  for  about  80  of  those 
years.  Her  family  and  friends 
provided  special  music  and 
testimony  of  the  Christian  example 
she  has  always  set  for  them.  Her 
daughter  told  how  happy  she  was  to 
be  able  to  be  outside  working  again 
since  her  sickness  and  therapy.  Mrs. 
Joyce  thanked  the  Lord  for  her  health 
and  blessings  during  her  life.  She 
discussed  the  need  for  unity  and 
faithfulness  in  churches  today  and 
testified  to  the  love  she  had  for,  and 
from,  the  people  at  Powhatan. 

Congratulations  to  three  from 
Powhatan  that  were  nominated  for 
the  new  Sunday  School  Teacher 
Award:  Diana  Bass,  Wanda  Benson, 
and  Rita  Jones.  We  try  to  accomplish 
tasks  as  a  group,  not  individuals,  so 
it  seems  appropriate  to  have  a  team 
of  three  who  work  with  our  young 
people  in  every  way,  not  just  in  Sun- 
day School,  mentioned  for  this  honor. 
All  three  are  a  part  of  the  Washing- 
ton, DC  Youth  Convention  mission 
team,  "Called  With  a  Purpose." 


Some  of  the  youth  leaders  during  the  August  24  meeting:  Judy  Lane,  Faye  Bryant,  Scott 
Lane,  Martha  Parsons,  Kelly  Warrick,  Karen  Ribeiro,  and  Frankie  Baggett. 
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CHURCHES  &  MINISTRY 
POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 


WESTERN  DISTRICT 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION 
October  2,  2002 
Fremont  Church 
Fremont,  North  Carolina 

Theme:  "Come  unto  me  all  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest." 

Scripture:  Matthew  11:28 

9:00  Registration 
9:30    Hymn,  "This  Is  The  Day," 
No.  590 

Welcome  and  Prayer, 
Loydene  Proctor 
President's  Remarks,  Joyce 
Edmondson 
9:50    Special  Music,  Georgia 
Cuddington 

Convention  Message,  the 
Rev.  Bruce  Dudley, 
Director  of  Retirement 
Homes 

Convention  Offering 
Youth  Report,  Scott  Lane 
Hymn,  "The  Old  Rugged 
Cross,"  No.  186 
Break 

Memorial  Service,  Virginia 
Joyner 

Denominational  Ministries 
Business  Session 
Hymn,  "O  How  I  Love 
Jesus,"  No.  529 
Benediction  and  Blessing  of 
Meal,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Langley 
12:30  Lunch 


NOTICE  OF 
ADDRESS  CHANGES 


10:30 


10:45 
11:10 

11:25 


KAYE  JONES 
4031 -B  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 


Do  you  need  to  get  the  word  out  on  a 
change  of  address?  If  so,  send  change 
to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO 
Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513.  - 


SPRING  HILL  CHURCH  is  seeking  the  services  of  an  Interim  Pastor/ 
Full  Time  Pastor.  Interested  persons  may  send  resume  or  contact  the 
Pulpit  Committee  in  care  of  the  church  at  2127  US  70  West,  Goldsboro, 
NC  27530  or  telephone  (919)  778-8008. 

HOME  MISSIONS  &  EVANGELISM  is  seeking  a  full-time  secretary/ 
bookkeeper.  Interested  persons  may  contact  Al  Markuson  at  (252)  746- 
4963. 

PLEASANT  GROVE  CHURCH  in  Pikeville,  is  seeking  a  full-time  As- 
sociate Pastor/Youth  Pastor  with  the  main  emphasis  on  Youth  Pastor. 
Interested  candidates  may  contact  and/or  send  a  resume  to  Ronnie 
Barnes  at  567  Nahunta  Road,  Pikeville,  NC  27863  or  call  him  at  (919) 
734-2223. 

ST.  MARY'S  CHURCH  in  Kenly,  is  looking  for  a  part-time  Associate/ 
Youth  Pastor  with  the  main  emphasis  on  Youth  Pastor.  Interested  can- 
didates may  contact  or  send  a  resume  to  Brett  Renfrow  at  9  Eden  Drive, 
Smithfield,  NC  27577  or  call  (919)  938-0990. 

THE  REV.  SWADE  BENSON  is  available  for  full-time,  part-time,  or 
interim  pastoral  services.  He  may  be  contacted  by  phone  at  (919)  553- 
4837. 

THE  REV.  GREG  NETHERCUTT  is  available  for  pastoral  services.  Greg 
was  recently  ordained  by  the  Central  Conference  Ordaining  Council. 
He  may  be  contacted  at  (252)  524-0272. 


If  you  have  a  ministry  position  you  are  seeking  to  fill  or 
if  you  are  a  minister  that  is  available  for  service  contact:  Editor, 
The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
These  announcements  will  run  for  two  consecutive  months. 
A  resubmission  will  be  required  to  continue. 


Visit  the  "Press" 
for  All  Your  Printing  Needs 
and 

YOUR  Bible  Bookstores 
With  Locations  in 
Ayden,  Kinston,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson 
for  Your  Church  Literature 
and  Merchandise  Needs! 
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<J)n  ^Pepper's 
Cj^ook  Qorner 

by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 


Part  I: 


Lee  Strobel,  TJie  Case  For  Faith.  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan: 
Zondervan  Publishing  House,  2000.  pp.  25-55. 
ISBN  0-310-23469-7.  $12.99 


THE  CASE  FOR  THE 
NATURE  OF  GOD 

Introduction 

A  central  objection 
to  Christianity  is  the 
problem  of  evil  and 
suffering,  for  how 
could  a  loving  God  allow  the  grave 
evils  of  history?  Where  was  God  dur- 
ing the  Holocaust?  Where  is  God  in 
the  destruction  of  cancer,  Alzheimer's 
disease,  bombings,  and  accidents? 
Billy  Graham's  friend,  Charles 
Templeton,  retreated  from  his  faith  in 
a  Divine  Being  when  he  saw  the  face 
of  an  "African  mother  holding  her 
child  who  had  died  because  of  a 
simple  lack  of  rain"  (29).  Lee  Strobel 
uses  his  law  background  from  Yale 
University  to  research  evidence  for 
the  existence  of  God  in  a  world  of 
suffering  and  evil. 

Evidence  For  the  Existence  of  God 

Strobel  interviews  Peter  Kreeft,  a 
professor  at  Boston  College.  Kreeft 
insists  that  a  universal  standard  of 
what  is  good,  of  what  ought  to  be,  of 
what  is  a  Supreme  Good  clarifies  a 
difference  between  good  and  evil. 
Kreeft  asks:  "If  there  is  no  God,  where 
did  we  get  the  standard  of  goodness 
by  which  we  judge  evil  as  evil?"  (34). 
The  very  presence  of  the  reality  of  evil 
points  back  to  God  who  is  the  stan- 
dard of  goodness. 

God  Is  All-Powerful 

How  can  suffering  and  evil  exist  if 
God  is  all-powerful?  Kreeft  insists, 
"The  source  of  evil  is  not  God's 
power  but  mankind's  freedom 
...because  our  freedom  includes  the 
possibility  of  sin  within  its  own 


Jaufflttsf  ()bm  th»t\  u*  Chrisnarjiv 

LEESTROBEL 

Author Tbttmfari.kriit 


meaning"  (37).  Choice  becomes 
essential  for  human  beings,  for 
mankind  stands  at  a  crossroads  of 
choice  for  love  or  hate.  Blame  is  upon 
us. 


God  Is  All-Knowing 

If  God  is  all-knowing,  why  is  there 
suffering  and  evil  in  the  world? 
Strobel  puts  the  question  to  Kreeft 
who  declares  that  God  tolerates  "hor- 
rible things"  (39)  because  the  rules  of 
the  world  include  choice.  God  sent 
prophets  and  men  killed  them.  God 
sent  Jesus  and  men  killed  Him.  Kreeft 
insists  that  "when  we  bleed  and 
when  we  suffer,  as  Christ 
did, ...maybe  this  is  God's  way  of 
defeating  the  devil"  (40).  What  if  suf- 
fering brings  us  closer  to  God?  What 
if  the  tragedy  of  the  Cross  was  the 
best  thing  that  happened  in  history? 

God  Is  All-Good 

How  can  God  be  all-good  and  still 
allow  suffering  and  evil?  Do  we  need 
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pain?  Kreeft  explains,  "God  allows 
suffering  and  deprives  us  of  the  lesser 
good  of  pleasure  in  order  to  help  us 
toward  the  greater  good  of  moral  and 
spiritual  education"  (41). 

Even  the  Greeks,  Kreeft  insists,  re- 
alized that  "moral  character  gets 
formed  through  hardship,  through 
overcoming  obstacles,  through  en- 
during despite  difficulties"  (41). 

Do  we  learn  obedience  through 
suffering? 

Kreeft  acknowledges,  "Every  time 
you  use  force  to  prevent  evil,  you  take 
away  freedom.  To  prevent  all  evil, 
you  must  remove  all  freedom  and 
reduce  people  to  puppets,  which 
means  they  would  then  lack  the  abil- 
ity to  freely  choose  love"  (42). 

The  Power  of  God's  Presence 

Where  is  God?  Kreeft  declares, 
"God's  answer  to  the  problem  of  suf- 
fering is  that  he  came  right  down  into 
it"  (46).  God  is  with  us.  Kreeft  insists, 
"The  closeness  to  God,  the  similarity 
to  God,  the  conformity  to  God,  not 
just  the  feeling  of  being  close  to  God 
but  the  ontological  real  closeness  to 
God,  the  God-likeness  of  the  soul, 
emerges  from  suffering  with  remark- 
able efficiency"  (47).  God's  presence 
is  here,  one  with  us.  As  we  enter 
another's  pain,  as  we  listen,  as  we 
feel,  we  also  feel  God's  presence  and 
power  in  love.  Job's  suffering  brought 
Job  face  to  face  with  God  and  God's 
presence.  People  want  presence,  not 
ideas.  People  want  to  participate,  to 
love,  to  be,  not  to  explain. 


Conclusion 

God's  presence  in  us  through  suf- 
fering brings  us  closer  to  compassion, 
to  insights,  to  faith,  to  empathy,  and 
to  love.  God  happens  in  us.  Kreeft  told 
Strobel  that  the  ultimate  answer  to 
suffering  and  evil  is  "Jesus'  presence" 
(54). 


(Christian 

by  Rev.  Michael  Warning 


Introduction 

The  concept  of  a 
Christian  warrior,  one 
who  battles  against  sin, 
falsehood,  and  pagan- 
ism, has  been  best  rep- 
resented consistently  in 
the  work  of  the  English 
pre-Raphaelite  Edward  Burne-Jones 
(1833-1878).  The  artist  achieved  a  na- 
tional prominence  in  the  British  Isles 
and  there  are  manv  paintings,  mosaics, 
and  prints  in  his  distinctive  re-intro- 
duction of  the  art  which  existed  before 
the  work  of  Raphael.  The  Pre- 
Raphaelites  (1850)  were  a  brotherhood 
of  artists  in  England  who  sought  to  re- 
store ideals  of  Italian  art  before  Raphael 
(1483-1520). 

Artistic  Style 

Ancient  mosaics  were  applied  to 
walls  and  floors  in  the  major  buildings 
associated  with  the  classical  cultures. 
Manv  fragments  of  Roman  mosaics 
exist  in  Italv  and  in  Great  Britain,  for 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Wales 
were  once  under  the  guidance  and  con- 
trol of  the  Roman  Empire.  This  revived 
Roman  classical  style  of  mosaics  in- 
cludes the  following  traits. 

First,  the  mosaic  has  an  intense  real- 
ism, for  the  warriors  on  horseback  and 
the  foot  soldier  (a  doctor  with  lance  and 
caduceus;  which  is  a  staff  with  a  sym- 
bol of  two  entwined  snakes  and  two 
wings  at  the  top)  have  such  a  strong 
visual  realism  that  we  feel  we  are  al- 
most standing  before  them. 

Second,  the  feeling  of  stopped  motion 
is  an  important  characteristic  of  the 
Roman  mosaics.  The  horses  are 
stopped  in  their  motion  in  mid-stride 
and  the  soldiers  with  very  obvious  ha- 
los  around  their  heads  have  an  intense 
expression  in  a  stopped  moment. 

Third,  a  careful  working  of  the  mo- 
saic to  show  an  extraordinary  amount  of 


detail  using  manv  shades  of  color  in 
every  portion  of  the  depiction  is  a  Ro- 
man classical  trait. 

Fourth,  the  ancient  Roman  mosaics 
from  which  this  is  derived  emphasize 
an  accuracy  of  scale  which  has  been 
rarelv  parallel,  for  here  the  proportion 
of  the  horse  size  to  the  human  being  is 
accurate. 

Symbolism 

The  hallmark  of  the  svmbolism  of 
this  mosaic  in  St.  Paul's  within  the 
Walls  in  Rome  is  an  intense  symbolic 
use  of  Christian  symbols — the  two  X- 
shaped  St.  Andrews'  crosses,  the  simple 
Crusader's  Cross,  the  fleur  de  lis  as  a 
trinity  symbol,  the  halo  around  the 
heads  of  the  soldiers,  the  olive  tree,  the 
good  shepherd,  a  sheep,  and  a  dragon, 
and  the  armor  of  the  Knights. 

The  two  x-shaped  St.  Andrews' 
crosses  on  two  shields  one  with  a  blue 
field  (Wales)  and  one  with  a  white  field 
(Scotland)  symbolize  in  the  mind  of  a 
Christian  from  Great  Britain  the  Chris- 
tian church  in  Scotland  and  Wales. 

The  simple  Crusader's  Cross  on  the 
warrior's  shield  symbolizes  the  whole 
Christian  community  of  the  world,  and 
this  shield  is  the  first  in  the  procession. 

The  fleur  de  lis  symbol  represents  the 
iris  and  the  trinity  symbolically  and  is 
associated  most  often  with  Normandv. 

The  halo  around  the  heads  of  the 
eight  warriors,  seven  on  horseback,  one 
on  foot,  (the  doctor)  symbolizes  the 


presence  of  holiness  in  their  endeavor. 
Thev  are  symbolically  on  a  mission  for 
God  while  the  dragon  in  the  back- 
ground threatens  behind  the  back  of  the 
shepherd  (Jesus). 

In  the  foreground  are  the  warriors, 
but  in  the  background  is  the  olive  tree, 
the  sign  of  peace,  harmonv,  and  hus- 
bandry in  the  Holv  Bible.  It  is  as  if  peace 
must  be  for  a  while  overshadowed  bv 
the  warriors  and  the  presence  of  war 
and  evil  (dragon). 

The  good  shepherd  and  a  sheep  with 
a  lurking  dragon  behind  them,  repre- 
sented only  in  a  fragment  to  the  far  left, 
symbolize  the  presence  of  the  Christ 
figure  and  divine  imperative  face  to 
face  with  the  dragon  evil.  The  shepherd 
and  sheep  are  visiting  this  band  of  sol- 
diering Christian  brothers  and  protect- 
ing them  from  the  evil  dragon. 

The  armor  of  the  knights  is  that 
which  one  would  associate  with  both 
ancient  Roman  armor  and  earlv  four- 
teenth-century European  armor,  par- 
ticularly that  from  France. 

Conclusion 

The  pre-Raphaelite  artist  Edward 
Burne-Jones  in  the  mosaic  medium 
stressed  detail,  sv  mbolism,  and  com- 
plexity of  artistic  form.  Therefore  any 
important  symbolic  elements  will  be 
achieved  for  the  viewer  by  paving  at- 
tention to  the  detail.  The  viewer  mav 
even  be  led  to  ask  "Am  I  such  a  Chris- 
tian warrior  for  God^" 


Edward  Burne-Jones,  (1833-189S) 
within  the  Walls,  Rome,  Italy. 


Tlie  Christian  Warrior* 


Mosaic 
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Bookstore  in  Review 


These  titles  can  be  ordered  through  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.  by  calling  toll  free  (800)  849-3927 
or  by  visiting  one  of  your  local  Bible  Bookstores  (with  locations  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson). 

These  titles  receive  a  10%  discount. 


A  L  if  e  G  o  & 
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BRUCE  Wll  KINSON 
. . , «  ru  v  1 1>  »; .» >  v 


A  LIFE  GOD  REWARDS: 
Why  Everything  You  Do 
Today  Matters  Forever 
by  Bruce  Wilkinson  with  David  Kopp 
Hardcover— $10.99 

Are  you  looking  at  eternity  through  a 
keyhole? 

In  this  little  book,  you're  going  to 
discover  that  Jesus  revealed  a  direct 
link  between  what  you  do  today  and 
what  you  will  experience  after  you 
die.  Astoundingly,  the  majority  of 
spiritual  seekers  around  the  world — 
including  millions  who  follow 
Jesus — seem  to  have  missed  what  He 
said. 

Could  you  be  one?  If  so,  your  pic- 
ture of  the  future  is  missing  about  a 
billion  stars. 

In  this  stirring  follow-up  to  his 
bestseller  The  Prayer  of  Jabez  and  Se- 
crets of  the  Vine,  Bruce  Wilkinson 
shows  you  what  Jesus  said  about 
God's  plan  to  reward  you  in  eternity 
for  what  you  do  for  Him  today. 

What  you'll  discover  will  unlock 
the  power  and  potential  of  your  life, 
starting  now.  And  you'll  begin  to  live 
with  the  unshakable  certainty  that 
what  you  do  today  matters  ...  for- 
ever! 


LISA  BEAMEJ 


LET'S  ROLL:  Ordinary  People, 
Extraordinary  Courage 
by  Lisa  Beamer,  Wife  of 
9-11  Hero  Todd  Beamer 
With  Ken  Abraham 
Hardcover— $24.99 

You  read  all  about  it.  You  heard  hero 
Todd  Beamer's  last  words.  But  is 
that  the  end  of  the  story? 

In  Let's  Roll!  Todd's  wife,  Lisa,  re- 
veals what  really  happened  on  that 
ill-fated  flight,  as  well  as  poignant 
glimpses  of  a  genuine  American  hero. 
She  talks  candidly  about  Todd's 
growing-up  years,  their  marriage  and 
last  week  together,  and  then  family 
moments  without  him — the  devastat- 
ing day  her  children  learned  their 
daddy  had  died,  how  they  celebrated 
his  first  birthday  without  him,  the 
mix  of  grief  and  joy  when  she  gave 
birth  to  their  third  child,  and  how 
she's  found  the  confidence  to  go  on 
in  the  face  of  such  tragedy  and  loss. 

It's  no  wonder  that,  through  this 
unpretentious  homemaker  and 
mother,  an  entire  nation  can  . . .  Find 
hope.  Find  inspiration.  Find  strength. 
LET'S  ROLL! 


J  E  S  U  S 


Qw  mm4f  ties 


R  i   i  m 
M  O  O  R  E 


JESUS:  The  One  and  Only 
by  Beth  Moore 
Hardcover— $19.99 


"He  is  Jesus 
The  One  and  Only. 
Trancendent  over  all  else. 
To  know  Him  is  to  love  Him. 
To  love  Him  is  to  long  for  Him. 
To  long  for  Him  is  to  finally 
reach  soul  hands  into  the 
One  true  thing  we  need 
never  get  enough  of. 

Jesus. 
Take  all  you  want. 
Take  all  you  need. 

Till  soul  is  fed. 
And  spirit  is  freed. 
Till  dust  is  dust. 
And  Face  you  see. 

Jesus  Christ. 
He's  all  you  need. " 

BETH  MOORE 
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A  LOVE  WORTH  GIVING:  Living 
in  the  Overflow  of  God's  Love 
by  Max  Lucado 
Hardcover— $22.99 

Low  on  Love? 
Finding  it  hard  to  love? 

Someone  in  your  world  is  hard  to 
forgive?  Is  patience  an  endangered 
species?  Kindness  a  forgotten  virtue? 
If  so,  you  may  have  forgotten  a  step — 
an  essential  first  step.  Living  loved. 

God  loves  you.  Personally,  Power- 
fully, Passionately.  Others  have 
promised  and  failed.  But  God  has 
promised  and  succeeded.  He  loves 
you  with  an  unfailing  love.  And  his 
love — if  you  let  it — can  fill  you  and 
leave  you  with  a  love  worth  giving. 


GOD'S  LITTLE  BOOK 
OF  GUARANTEES 
by  Heather  Kopp 

Softcover—$4.99 

God's  Word  Is  His  Promise  . . .  and 
His  Promise  Is  His  Guarantee. 

— A  Binding  Contract — 
This  contemporary  collection  of 
God's  eternal  promises  defines  His 
terms  of  agreement  and  sets  forth  His 
benefit  package  in  key  areas  of  daily 
living. 

In  the  fine  print  of  these  unchang- 
ing Warranty  Notes  is  your  spiritual 
insurance  policy  for  abundant  liv- 
ing— yesterday,  today,  and  forever. 
Carry  them.  Share  them.  Build  on 
them  securely  Signed,  sealed,  deliv- 
ered— they're  yours! 


THE  LIFE  GOD  BLESSES: 
The  Secret  of  Enjoying  God's  Favor 
by  Jim  Cymbala,  pastor  of  the 
Brooklyn  Tabernacle  with 
Stephen  Sorenson 
Hardcover— $9.99 

God  is  Searching  for  People  to  Bless — 
Jim  Cymbala  believes  that  God  plays 
"favorites" — that  certain  people 
experience  His  blessings  more 
abundantly  than  others.  Have  these 
people  learned  a  formula  or  a  simple 
technique  that  will  guarantee  his 
blessing?  Or  is  there  something  more 
profound  at  work  in  their  lives? 

In  The  Life  God  Blesses,  Jim  Cymbala 
points  out  that  God  is  constantly 
searching  for  people  to  bless.  He's  not 
looking  for  men  and  women  with 
special  talents  or  unusual  intelligence 
or  great  strength  but  for  those  who 
possess  a  certain  kind  of  heart.  Find 
out  how  to  have  a  heart  that  God  can- 
not resist  and  you  will  become  a 
channel  of  His  blessing  for  your  fam- 
ily, your  church,  and  your  world. 


THE  HEART  OF  A 
TENDER  WARRIOR: 
Becoming  a  Man  ofPuprose 
by  Stu  Weber 
Hardcover— $9.99 

Some  Things  Are  Worth  Fighting  For 
...  Young  men  aspire  to  it.  Women 
admire  it.  Yet  the  definition  of  man- 
hood itself  is  obscured  by  a  culture 


in  moral  free-fall.  The  Heart  of  a  Ten- 
der Warrior  cuts  through  the  fog  and 
captures  the  essentials  of  Weber's 
now  classic  teaching  on  a  man's  vigi- 
lance, staying  power,  and  consider- 
ation for  the  women  in  his  life.  "Let 
endurance  have  its  perfect  result,  so  that 
you  may  be ...  lacking  in  nothing  (James  1:4). 


CAN  GOD  BLESS  AMERICA? 
by  John  MacArthur 

Hardcover— $9.99 

We  want  God's  blessing  but  not 
God.  American's  have  systematically 
pushed  Him  out  of  their  lives — reject- 
ing Biblical  morality,  ignoring  His 
Word,  and  looking  to  the  entertain- 
ment industry  as  the  new  oracle. 
Abortion,  homosexuality,  drug 
abuse,  divorce,  and  pornography  are 
rampant.  Even  the  church  often  imi- 
tates the  world's  fashions  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Biblical  truth. 

Given  these  evidences  of  moral 
bankruptcy,  can  God  bless  America? 
Are  we  on  the  brink  of  judgment 
rather  than  blessing?  Are  recent 
catastrophes  merely  harbingers  of 
something  worse  to  come?  John 
MacArthur  is  convinced  God  can 
bless  America,  but  there  are  several 
clear  Biblical  conditions  that  must  be 
met.  Before  there  can  be  national 
blessing,  there  must  be  spiritual 
renewal,  which  begins  with 
individual  Christians.  Christians 
must  become  models  of  genuine 
contrition  and  humility,  rather  than 
merely  pointing  fingers  at  the  evils 
of  society.  In  Can  God  Bless  America? 
John  challenges  God's  people  to  lead 
the  way  in  pursuing  His  blessing  for 
our  nation.  "God  Bless  America" 
must  become  our  sincere  prayer,  and 
not  just  a  political  slogan. 
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AMERICA  LOOKS  UP: 
Reaching  Toiuard  Heaven  for 
Hope  and  Healing 
by  Max  Lucado 
Hardcover— $9.99 

"When  all  that  is  good  falls  apart,  what 
can  good  people  do?"  (Psalm  11:3) 

Isn't  David's  question  ours?  When 
planes  pierce  strong  towers,  when 
flames  crown  our  fortress,  when  cit- 
ies shake  and  people  plunge,  what 
are  we  to  do? 

But  in  Verse  4,  David  answers  his 
own  question  with  a  declaration. 
"The  Lord  is  in  His  holy  temple;  the 
Lord  is  on  his  throne  in  heaven."  The 
point  is  unmistakable:  God  is  unde- 
terred by  our  problems.  Buildings 
have  fallen,  but  He  has  not.  He  is  still 
in  control. 

What  we  saw  on  September  11, 
2001  has  shaken  our  nation.  We  are 
saddened,  angry,  even  vengeful.  And 
we  are  full  of  questions.  Why  would 
God  allow  this  atrocity?  How  can  God 
bring  good  from  such  an  evil  act?  How 
should  I  pray  in  this  time  of  great  suffer- 
ing? 

In  these  pages,  we'll  search  for 
some  answers.  And  along  the  way, 
request  God's  peace  and  understand- 
ing. 

God  is  still  in  His  temple.  He's  still 
on  His  throne.  And  He's  still  in  con- 
trol. 


THE  PRAYER  OF  JESUS: 
Secrets  to  real  Intimacy  with  God 

by  Hank  Hanegraaff 
with  Foreword  by  Lee  Strobel 

Hardcover— $9.99 

The  disciples  circle  around  Jesus,  ur- 
gency sketched  on  their  faces.  One  of 
them,  perhaps  Peter,  blurts  out . . .  "Lord, 
teach  us  now  to  pray!" 

He  had  watched  Jesus  withdraw  to 
secluded  places  and  marveled  at  His 
serenity  afterward.  He  did  not  know 
what  made  Jesus'  face  seem  to  glow, 
but  he  knew  one  thing:  Whatever  it 
was,  he  wanted  it,  and  he  wanted  it 
now!  Jesus  smiled.  The  time  had  come 
for  Him  to  unveil  the  secret.  The 
prayer  of  Jesus  revolutionized  their 
lives.  It  can  revolutionize  yours  as 
well! 


MAM  x 
HANEGRAAFF 


THE  COVERING:  God's  Plan 
to  Protect  You  From  Evil 
by  Hank  Hanegraaff 
Hardcover— $9.99 

Supernatural  Protection — Without  the 
"Covering"  you  are  a  guaranteed  casu- 
alty in  the  invicible  war;  with  the  "Cov- 
ering" you  are  invincible. 


SIMPLY  JESUS:  Experiencing 
the  One  Your  Heart  Longs  For 
by  Joseph  M.  Stowell 
Hardcover— $9.99 

Why  the  Distance?  You've  known 
about  Jesus  for  years.  In  times  of  crisis — 
or  in  one  of  those  rare,  mountaintop 
experiences — you  may  have  sensed  His 
presence,  His  touch,  His  call. 

So  why  can't  it  be  like  that  more  of  the 
time?  What  keeps  you  from  experiencing 
the  close  relationship  with  God  you  ear- 
nestly desire? 

The  Apostle  Paul  longed  for  Jesus, 
simply  Jesus — nothing  more!  And  in  a 
letter  to  the  church  at  Philippi,  he 
shares  the  secrets  of  living  in  intimate 
fellowship  with  Christ. 

Joe  Stowell  relates  his  own  journey 
toward  a  radical  shift  in  values  that  can 
lead  you,  too,  into  a  joyous  close  encoun- 
ter with  God's  Son. 


HOW  TO  LIVE  THROUGH 
A  BAD  DAY:  7  Encouraging  Insights 
From  Christ's  Words  on  the  Cross 
by  Jack  Hayford 
Hardcover— $9.99 

Through  the  words  of  Jesus  as  He  was 
dying  on  the  Cross,  Jack  Hayford  unfolds 
the  secret  of  triumphing  over  the  ulti- 
mate season  of  suffering.  Establishing  a 
framework  for  dealing  with  hardship, 
How  to  Live  Through  a  Bad  Day  challenges 
you  to  examine  the  way  you  handle  tri- 
als and  encourages  you  to  focus  on  the 
power  that  frees — the  Cross. 
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GOD'S  GRACE  FROM  GROUND 
ZERO:  Seeking  God's  Heart 
for  the  Future  of  Our  World 
by  Jim  Cymbala,  pastor  of 
the  Brooklyn  Tabernacle 
with  Stephen  Sorenson 
Softcover—$9.99 

Out  of  the  horror  of  September  11 
emerges  a  startling  message  of  hope. 

Pastor  Jim  Cymbala  believes  that 
in  the  face  of  unspeakable  tragedy, 
God  is  reaching  out  to  the  heart  of  a 
grieving  city,  to  the  people  of  a 
wounded  nation,  and  to  a  world  that 
fears  what  the  future  may  hold. 

God's  Grace  From  Ground  Zero  as- 
sures us  that  God  hates  the  senseless 
evil  that  destroyed  thousands  of  lives, 
and  that  this  is  a  time  when  He  is 
pouring  out  His  mercy  in  a  special 
way.  The  harvest  is  ripe,  hearts  that 
were  closed  are  open  to  the  gospel, 
and  today,  not  tomorrow,  is  when  we 
have  the  opportunity  and  responsi- 
bility to  express  Jesus  through  our 
words  and  through  our  deeds.  Now 
is  the  time  to  love  our  families,  our 
friends,  and  those  around  us.  Now  is 
the  time  to  trust  God  and  live  for  Him 
like  never  before.  And  now,  in  the 
midst  of  our  grief,  our  fear,  and  our 
lack  of  answers  for  things  that  make 
no  sense,  is  the  time  to  worship  God 
with  all  our  hearts. 


THE  POWER  OF  A 
PRAYING  NATION 
by  Stormie  Omartian 

Softcover—$8.99 

"Lord — give  us  a  new  understanding 
of  what  is  really  important1." 

When  you  pray  for  your  nation, 
God  will  change  things — and  He  will 
change  you  in  a  way  that  will  touch 
your  country. 

The  author  of  several  bestselling 
books  on  prayer,  Stormie  Omartian 
shows  what  you  can  do  for  your 
country.  You  are  not  powerless — you 
can  join  with  others  as  a  powerful 
praying  army  of  God's  people!  In  The 
Power  of  a  Praying  Nation,  Stormie 
encourages  you  to — intercede  in 
practical  ways  for  our  political  lead- 
ers, our  military,  our  teachers,  and 
others  who  have  influence;  pray  for 
protection,  spiritual  awakening,  and 
unity;  invite  the  God  of  all  comfort 
to  comfort  those  who  have  been  hurt 
by  tragedy;  ask  God  to  open  the  eyes 
of  evil  doers  and  bring  them  to  repen- 
tance; remember  that  the  only  inde- 
structible things  in  this  world  are  God 
and  His  Word. 

As  you  join  in  praying  for  God's 
love  and  strength  to  fill  our  nation, 
fear  and  grief  will  give  way  to  hope — 
hope  in  God  and  His  mighty  plan  for 
us. 

"God  wants  to  bring  new  life  where 
there  has  been  death.  He  ivants  to  bring 
restoration  where  there  has  been  loss.  God 
is  calling  you  and  me  to  be  His  instru- 
ments of  healing,  love,  deliverance,  and 
salvation!" 


CHOOSING  TO  CHEAT:  Who  Wins 
When  Family  and  Work  Collide? 
by  Andy  Stanley 
Hardcover— $9.99 

There  is  not  enough  time  to  get  it  all 
done.  Somebody  is  going  to  feel  left  out 
. . .  neglected  . . .  cheated.  So  the  real  ques- 
tion is  not,  are  you  cheating?  But,  who 
are  you  cheating?  More  to  the  point,  who 
feels  cheated? 

In  this  fast-paced,  deadline-driven, 
get-it-done  world,  there  simply  isn't 
enough  time  to  do  everything  that 
needs  to  be  done.  Faced  with  too 
much  to  do  and  too  little  time,  you're 
forced  to  juggle  the  demands  of  work 
and  home.  You  love  your  family.  You 
love  the  challenges  of  the  market- 
place. But  there  is  not  enough  of  you 
to  go  around.  Something  or  some 
body  isn't  going  to  get  as  much  of 
your  time  and  attention  as  they  want, 
need,  or  possibly  deserve.  So  what  do 
you  do?  You  cheat. 

In  Choosing  to  Cheat,  Andy  Stanley 
challenges  you  to  stop  cheating  at 
home.  As  you  are  about  to  discover, 
there  is  a  way  to  reverse  the  destruc- 
tive pattern  of  giving  to  your  compa- 
nies and  careers  what  indeed  belongs 
to  your  families.  This  little  book  pre- 
sents a  strategic  plan  for  resolving  the 
tension  between  work  and  home. 
You'll  find  ways  to  deal  with  the 
busyiness  that  wreaks  havoc  with  the 
relationships  you  consider  most  im- 
portant. But  be  forewarned,  you  will 
have  to  cheat. 
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The  Free  Will  Baptist  in  every  home! 

That's  right.  In  every  home.  That's  where  it  should  be. 

Your  help  can  make  it  happen. 
Stay  informed  of  news  and  happenings  throughout  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination  and  its  Ministries. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  -  Just  do  it! 
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Name  (please  print) 
Address  


City, 


State 


Zip 


Phone  Number  _  ( 


Church  (if  a  Plan) 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $12.78 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $23.96 
4  years  (48  issues)  $46.86 

These  prices  include  North  Carolina 
sales  tax.  Residents  of  other  states  pay 
$12.00,  $22.50,  and  $44.00  respectively. 
(Plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies.) 
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CHANGE  AND  CHALLENGE 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 

My  life  has  been  through  some  drastic  changes  this  past  year — good  and  bad.  The  hospi- 
talization of  my  grandaddy,  the  sudden  death  of  my  mother,  and  then  the  death  of  my 
grandaddy — all  of  this  and  more  in  the  span  of  six  months.  This  is  quite  a  lot  for  one  to  endure,  yet  we  do  the  only 
sensible  thing  we  can:  we  mourn,  remember,  and  move  forward.  I  have  also  gone  through  a  change  here  at  the  press. 
I  started  here  more  than  eight  years  ago  working  in  our  Ayden  branch  bookstore  and  now  I'm  the  editor — a  major 
change.  I  do  pray  that  God  guides  me  through  this  journey  and  every  decision  I  make  as  the  new  editor.  Changes  and 
Challenges.  Two  things  every  one  will  encounter.  Sometimes  these  things  may  seem  like  annoyances  that  one  would 
like  to  avoid.  However,  with  God's  grace  at  my  ground  zero,  I  have  chosen  to  meet  the  challenges  head  on  and  face  all 
my  fears.  It  is  not  how  good  or  bad  life  can  be  as  much  as  it  is  how  one  chooses  to  deal  with  it  that  counts. 

Along  with  the  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  that  you  are  now  holding,  future  issues  and  our  Sunday  School  literature 
will  be  going  through  some  changes — not  just  for  the  sake  of  change — but  to  further  improve  the  marketability  of 
what  we  have  to  offer.  We  truly  believe  that  The  Free  Will  Baptist  should  be  in  the  home  of  every  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  and  that  our  Sunday  School  literature  should  be  used  by  every  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Our  litera- 
ture is  good  and  usable,  and  can  be  made  even  better  and  more  affordable  with  the  support  of  our  people — all  of  our 
people.  Good  things  continue  to  happen  here  at  the  press  and  we  are  excited  about  the  potential  of  spreading  God's 
message  through  the  written  word. 

Romans  8:28  states,  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  called  according  to  his 
purpose.  Life  is  going  well.  I  have  a  "wonderful"  new  wife,  Carla,  along  with  a  great  nephew  and  two  great  new  step 
children — more  challenges,  but  loads  of  fun! 


Pflflflrfi        C  CONVENTION  DATE  STANDS 
l>vl  Mr  Vlrrlc  I  cw!   by  c~ H'  0verman>  Edltor  Emeritus 

In  its  ninetieth  session  meeting,  September  10-12,  2002,  at  Mount  Olive  College, 
ministers  and  delegates  rejected  a  Constitutional  change  that  would  have  al- 
lowed the  Convention  to  change  its  annual  meeting  date  from  September  to  May.  A  Constitutional  change  requires  a 
two-thirds  majority  vote,  which  may  not  have  been  understood  previous  to  the  vote.  The  proposed  change  was  re- 
jected by  only  a  few  votes.  Discussion  on  the  matter  was  limited,  as  is  proper  in  such  deliberate  assemblies,  but  there 
seemed  to  be  a  fair  amount  of  opinions  and  convictions  expressed  by  those  who  favored  the  change  and  those  who  did 
not.  In  the  August  issue  of  this  magazine,  we  discussed  this  matter,  giving  the  background  and  its  proposals,  and 
concluded  with: 

"Come  September,  we  will  decide.  Meanwhile,  let  us  weigh  carefully  the  'pros'  and  'cons.'  Make  it  a  matter  of  open 
discussion  and  sincere  prayer.  The  Lord  whom  we  serve  knows  what  is  best.  Let's  look  to  Him,  . . .  Whatever  the 
decision  may  be,  as  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  we  will  press  on  in  faithful  service." 

Thus,  the  Convention  has  spoken  on  the  matter.  Let  us  hope  we  truly  made  it  a  matter  of  prayer  and  that  God  will 
honor  the  decision.  Much  work,  of  course,  had  been  done  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  others  in  setting  forth  the 
plan.  Yet,  there  were  enough  uncertainties  to  cause  its  defeat.  There  were  those  who  were  still  wondering,  "What  is  the 
real  advantage  in  changing  the  date?"  Change  is  not  always  an  easy  matter,  especially  to  a  traditional  denomination 
such  as  ours.  Any  noteworthy  change  is  worthy  of  consideration,  but  sometimes  we  must  hold  on  to  those  things  that 
have  stood  the  test  of  time  and  have  served  us  well. 

Each  had  his  or  her  own  reason,  or  agenda,  for  voting  as  they  chose.  It  is  each  one's  right;  therefore,  we  must  not 
point  an  accusing  finger  at  the  one  who  did  not  vote  as  we  thought  they  should.  After  all,  the  Convention  will  continue 
to  fulfill  its  purpose  as  stated  in  its  Preamble  to  the  Constitution:  "...  to  advance,  and  promote,  and  increase  the  cause 
of  Jesus  Christ...." 

We  congratulate  the  Rev.  Fred  Baker  on  his  election  to  the  office  of  Convention  President.  For  the  past  four  years, 
Brother  Baker  served  as  vice-president,  and  for  several  previous  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. It  was  my  privilege  to  work  with  him  when  I  was  serving  as  the  Executive  Administrator.  During  that  time  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  and  advocate  of  Project  Solution,  contributing  much  time  to  its  success.  He  serves  as  pastor  of 
Robert's  Grove  Church  in  Cape  Fear  Conference.  Let  us  continually  keep  him  in  our  prayers. 
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news  that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose, 
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spirit  of  harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The 
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sales  tax  where  it  applies).  Every-Family  Plan: 
A  25  percent  discount  given  when  local  churches 
send  The  Free  Will  Baptist  to  the  home  of  every 
member;  names  and  addresses  to  be  provided 
by  churches.  Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 
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The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published 
monthly  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee  Stree't,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class  postage  paid 
at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 
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And  he  said  unto  me,  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee: 
for  my  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness.  Most  gladly 
therefore  will  I  rather  glory  in  my  infirmities, 
that  the  power  of  Christ  may  rest  upon  me 
(2  Corinthians  12:9). 


lust  Enough  to  Get  By... 

by  K.  David  Hines,  D.  Min,  Chair,  Religions  Department,  Mount  Olive  College 


An  observation  to  which  almost  any 
teacher  can  attest  is  that  many  students 
do  just  enough  to  get  by.  They  will  learn 
the  minimum  standards  to  "get  a  C" 
and  aim  to  do  no  more.  It  is  almost  as 
if  learning  more  than  is  required  is  a 
wasted  effort.  In  light  of  this  harsh  re- 
ality we  teachers  learn  to  cherish  those 
students  who  strive  for  excellence. 

For  the  past  several  years  I  have  had 
the  special  privilege  of  serving  on  the 
Ministerial  Examining  Board  for  the 
Eastern  Conference  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  This  is  a  responsibility  I 
take  with  the  utmost  of  seriousness. 
When  we  ordain  an  individual  to  the 
Gospel  Ministry  we  are  in  effect  say- 
ing to  our  churches  that  this  person  has 
not  only  been  called  to  the  ministry,  but 
also  that  this  person  has  the  skills  and 
personal  attributes  needed  to  be  an  ef- 
fective pastor.  Yet  I  stand  amazed  that 
often  we  are  asked  by  persons  seeking 
their  ministerial  license,  "What  are  the 
minimum  standards  for  ordination?" 
In  other  words,  how  little  can  I  do  to 
get  by?  This  is  indeed  a  sad  question. 
The  call  of  Christ  is  a  call  to  excellence. 

How  would  you  like  to  know  that 
your  physician  finished  last  in  his  or 
her  medical  school  class?  Or  that  your 
attorney  finally  passed  the  Bar  exam  on 
his  or  her  fifth  try?  No,  we  look  for 
these  professionals  to  demonstrate  the 
highest  standards  and  the  sharpest 
skills.  I  am  convinced  that  this  same 
principle  applies  to  those  who  have 
accepted  God's  call  to  the  Christian 
ministry. 

Consider  for  a  few  moments  the 
broad  range  of  skills  needed  to  give 
effective  leadership  to  God's  people.  As 
a  foundation,  ministers  must  be  skilled 
interpreters  of  the  Bible.  In  order  to  in- 
terpret a  text  it  is  necessary  to  under- 
stand some  basic  questions:  who? 
what?  when?  where?  and  why?  Who 
wrote  the  text?  To  whom  was  it  ad- 
dressed? What  were  the  historical  cir- 
cumstances? To  take  the  text  seriously, 
questions  like  these  must  be  answered 
before  one  is  in  a  position  to  make  a 
faithful  application  of  God's  Word  to 
our  contemporary  situation. 

The  effective  pastor  must  also  have 
an  understanding  of  the  history  of  the 


Church  in  general  and  of  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  particular. 
A  quick  review  of  the  different  crises 
that  we  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  have 
faced  leads  to  a  startling  conclusion: 
Each  time  our  denomination  has  faced 
crisis  or  division  the  issues  were  im- 
ported from  other  groups  (Particular 
Baptists,  followers  of  Alexander 
Campbell,  Pentecostals,  National  Asso- 
ciation). The  old  maxim  rings  true: 
"Those  who  do  not  know  their  history 
are  destined  to  repeat  it." 

Then  consider  the  importance  of  our 
doctrine.  While  we  Free  Will  Baptists 
have  historically  affirmed  that  the 
Church  is  the  body  of  all  believers, 
there  are  some  distinctive  features  of 
our  doctrine.  In  all  honesty,  one  of  the 
primary  reasons  that  I  am  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  is  the  beauty  and  Biblical  faith- 
fulness of  our  doctrine.  I  have  yet  to 
find  doctrinal  positions  which  more 
accurately  reflect  the  teaching  of  the 
Bible  than  Free  Will  Baptist  doctrine. 

Beyond  these  basic  skills,  there  is  a 
broad  range  of  other  competencies 
needed  for  ministry.  Consider  the  fol- 
lowing: skills  in  speaking  and  writ- 
ing— knowledge  of  Christian  educa- 
tion and  outreach — basic  organization 
and  administration  skills.  This  list 
could  go  on  and  on. 

For  the  past  fourteen  years  it  has 
been  my  privilege  to  serve  in  the  Reli- 
gion Department  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. One  of  my  primary  responsibili- 
ties has  been  working  with  ministers 
preparing  for  ordination.  I  am  gravely 
aware  of  the  challenges  that  these  per- 
sons face  trying  to  balance  the  demands 
of  school,  work,  family,  and  church.  I 
know  that  often  these  students  feel 
stretched  to  the  breaking  point.  At 
times  there  is  temptation  for  me  to  back 
off  on  an  assignment  or  on  course  re- 
quirements. Yet  this  would  be  a  grave 
injustice  to  the  student  and  to  the 
Church.  Once  a  student  came  to  me  to 
complain  about  the  amount  of  work 
required  for  a  course  stating,  "Doc,  this 
stuff  is  hard!"  I  replied,  "I  know  it  is, 
but  the  only  thing  harder  is  your  first 
deacons'  meeting  if  you  are  not  pre- 
pared." 


For  licensed  ministers  and  those 
praying  over  a  potential  call  to  the  min- 
istry, please  hear  this  word  of  exhorta- 
tion: Your  call  to  the  ministry  is  a  call- 
ing to  prepare.  Do  not  ask  how  little 
can  you  do  to  get  by  Rather  ask  your- 
self, "What  can  I  do  to  make  myself 
completely  available  to  God?  How  can 
I  be  molded  and  equipped  so  that  I  can 
be  the  very  best  servant  that  by  God's 
grace  I  am  capable  of  becoming?" 
Paul's  admonition  to  Timothy  is  as  true 
today  as  when  it  was  written,  "Study 
to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a 
workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth"  (2  Timothy  2:15). 

For  those  of  us  who  have  been  or- 
dained, let  us  also  realize  that  our  call- 
ing to  prepare  continues.  An  effective 
education  did  not  teach  you  all  you 
needed  to  know,  but  during  the  pro- 
cess you  should  have  learned  how  to 
learn.  I  think  it  is  ironic  that  the  only 
ones  with  "eternal  security"  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  are  our  ministers. 
Interesting:  unless  a  minister  fails  to 
attend  the  annual  conference  or  hap- 
pens to  break  the  Ministerial  Code  of 
Ethics,  "once  ordained,  always  or- 
dained." While  I  recognize  that  this 
may  not  be  a  popular  position,  if  we 
are  serious  about  the  Gospel  and  the 
growth  of  the  Church,  we  will  require 
our  ministers  to  continue  their  educa- 
tion in  order  to  maintain  their  creden- 
tials. 

Some  may  argue  that  we  have  no 
right  to  set  ordination  standards  for 
those  God  has  called.  I  suggest  the 
exact  opposite.  While  the  call  to 
ministry  comes  from  God  to  those  God 
chooses,  being  called  and  then  being 
adequately  equipped  represent  two 
distinct  issues.  In  fact,  we  Free  Will 
Baptists  have  already  decided  that 
there  is  a  distinction  here  because  each 
of  our  conferences  and  associations  has 
stated  requirements  for  ordination.  My 
encouragement  to  each  of  you:  raise  the 
standards — whatever  your  current 
standards  happen  to  be,  make  them 
higher.  Our  people  deserve  no  less;  the 
standard  of  the  Cross  demands  no 
less. A 
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A  Servants  Heart — Does  Your  Fityrimaqe  Count? 

Eastern  District  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention — Held  September  21, 2002 

Paraphrased  Speech  by  Sue  Griffin,  Guest  Speaker' 


Last  spring,  Dianne  Riley,  Judith 
Kennedy,  and  Stumpie  Quinn  began 
planning  for  your  Annual  Women's 
Conference  which  is  held  every  June 
at  your  very  own  Camp  Vandemere! 
Now,  you  know  you  don't  say  "No," 
to  Dianne  Riley  ■ .  ■  much  less  to  God!" 
And,  when  I  saw  the  true  dedication 
and  commitment  of  Judith  Kennedy 
who  drove  from  Kinston  to 
Smithfield  every  Monday  night  to 
study  with  300  other  women  in  Bible 
Study  Fellowship,  I  knew  we  were 
going  to  have  an  awesome  experi- 
ence! And,  oh,  we  did!  Thank  you  for 
inviting  me  today  to  share  a  few  of 
our  highlights  from  the  Camp 
Vandemere's  Women's  Conference. 

After  months  of  praying,  studying, 
and  innovative  planning,  a  Christian 
Pilgrimage  began  by  the  river  with  one 
of  the  most  touching  and  rewarding 
experiences  in  my  personal  Christian 
journey.  Your  conference  women 
truly  filled  their  lives  with  God's 
power  that  will  last  each  one  of  them 
a  lifetime  of  memories! 

Dianne  Riley  and  Carolyn  Jernigan 
kicked  off  the  conference  with  a  huge 
display  that  included  photographs, 
historical  documents,  a  skit  by  some 
FWB  ladies,  lots  of  complimentary  lit- 
erature, and  keepsake  materials. 
Throughout  the  afternoon  and  night 
there  was  joyous,  heart-felt  singing 
with  talented  Pat  Arthur  plaving 
music  on  her  very  own  electrifying 
organ  that  she  had  brought  from  her 
home  for  us  gals  to  enjoy!  Dianne 
delivered  a  most  dynamic  message 
on  FWB  women's  own  talents  that 
they  had  been  known  for  through  the 
years.  To  wrap  up  the  first  day/night, 
a  "Candlelight  Dedication  of  Hands" 
service  was  held  with  each  partici- 
pant committing  herself  to  continue 
God's  work  through  her  special  tal- 
ents as  one  of  God's  faithful  and  lov- 
ing servants  by  leader  Sue.  As  each 


woman  departed  for  their  nightly 
Bible  Study,  eyes  were  on  the  color- 
ful laminated  footsteps  lying  on  the 
floor  which  symbolized  that  their 
unforgettable  Christian  Pilgrimage 
walk  had  really  begun! 

Each  morning  the  pilgrims  were 
awakened  in  their  own  beds  with  a 
surprise  visit  from  their  leader  who 
was  dressed  from  head  to  toe  in  ap- 
propriate pilgrimage  black  clothing 
attire  that  covered  her  hair,  face,  and 
body!  Each  woman  truly  began  to  ex- 
perience how  a  true  Servant's  Heart 
felt  as  they  inhaled  quiet  personal 
meditation  time  through  God's 
power.  Christian  hugs  with  tender 
humbling  embraces  were  shared  in- 
dividually. Special  prayers,  Scrip- 
tures, and  creative  messages  were 
then  presented  to  the  entire  group 
that  had  been  designed  and  person- 
alized for  the  participants  as  thev 
began  to  awaken  to  dawn  in  their 
beds  each  morning. 

The  theme  songs,  "Standing  By  the 
River,"  "Peace  Like  A  River,"  and  "I 
Will  Serve  Thee"  greeted  the  women 
as  they  arrived  for  their  delicious 
home-cooked  meals  prepared  daily 
by  the  Mike  Williams'  family.  Our 
Chef  Linda  Williams  certainlv  outdid 
herself  with  that  memorable  fresh 
seafood  dinner!  Morning  classes  con- 
sisted of  twelve  Servant  Heart  lessons 
tailored  and  produced  into  mini-les- 
sons from  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
books  which  was  presented  through 
transparencies  and  charts.  It  was  Pat 
and  Julia  Ann  Gaskins  who  led  us  in 
beautiful  harmonizing  hymns 
throughout  the  week!  Yes,  even  a  fun 
Bible  drill  was  held  on  The  Servant 
Heart  Is  A  Willing  Heart  with  much 
enjoyed  competition.  Now,  was  it  the 
table  of  Margaret,  Ann,  Martha,  Mary 
or  table  of  Theresa  who  won  that  con- 
test, ladies? 

God's  Spirit  truly  energized  our 


pilgrims  so  that  we  felt  God's  awe- 
some passion  within  our  mist!  It  was 
on  an  afternoon  pilgrimage  to  histori- 
cal New  Bern,  as  we  sang  songs  in 
the  restored  brick  stables  of  Tryon 
Palace,  that  the  bond  between  the 
conference  ladies  escalated.  It  was 
just  breath-taking  to  feel  God's  power 
in  our  lives.  It  was  there  while  our 
biblical  tour  guide,  David,  surprised 
us  with  more  costumed  dressed  pil- 
grims who  additionally  demon- 
strated a  Servant's  Heart  to  us. 

Another  dynamic  and  meaningful 
lesson  that  the  participants  really  got 
into  was  an  activity:  "Describe  Your- 
self in  Only  Two  Words!"  (I  also,  chal- 
lenge each  of  you  today  to  really  de- 
cide how  YOU  are  perceived  by  oth- 
ers and  by  yourself!)  Of  course,  after 
the  many  divine  experiences  that 
continued  to  erupt  during  the  week, 
the  tzvo  word  self  descriptions  on  the 
bulletin  board  became  a  meaningful 
and  fun  gathering  place  throughout 
the  conference.  But,  it  was  on  the  last 
conference  day  that  laughter  could  be 
heard  from  afar  when  the  women's 
real  identifications  were  revealed! 
Yes,  being  at  Camp  Vandemere 
changed  our  lives  as  we  enjoyed  our 
"R  &  R"  in  such  a  needed  peaceful 
atmosphere.  We  took  time  out  of  the 
fast  lane  for  self-renewal  time  with 
God! 

Memories  of  afternoon  mile  town 
walks,  uplifting  guest  sermons,  "gal" 
talks  until  after  midnight,  styling  hair, 
paddle  boat  adventures,  a  swimming 
pool  jean  induction  from  hot  fire  ants, 
keepsake  personalized  Servant  Heart 
necklaces,  fresh  flowers,  the  after- 
noon Mt.  Zion  entertainment  hosted 
by  our  own  Judy  T.  and  the  church 
ladies  who  served  us  mouth-water- 
ing homemade  ice  creams  and  rich 
desserts,  learning  more  about  God's 
Holy  Word,  Mary  Dudley's  afternoon 

(Continued) 
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presentation,  our  precious  Mamie 
Warren  sitting  in  her  hard  chair  all 
day,  circle  praying,  blueberries  and 
black  walnut  cake,  lasting  bonding 
between  participants,  two  special 
canvas  chairs,  arts  and  crafts,  con- 
stant demonstrations  and  examples 
on  living  "The  Servant's  Heart,"  and 
the  endless  list  goes  on  . . .  contributed 
to  the  constant  fun  during  our  week 
at  our  Women's  Conference,  Camp 
Vandemere! 

We  all  "washed  feet"  on  our  last 
night  and  basted  in  the  sentimental 


candlelight  banquet  prepared  by  our 
two  directors,  Judith  and  Stumpie! 
The  servants  who  had  learned  to  give 
of  their  hearts,  minds,  bodies,  and 
souls,  exited  on  into  their  continued 
individual  journeys  as  they  departed 
their  Camp  Vandemere  pilgrimage  . . . 
each  of  them  are  still  ministering  in 
their  own  way  . . .  touching  lives  be- 
yond a  lifetime. 

As  Eastern  Auxiliary  women  you 
are  also  making  a  difference  in  your 
own  way!  Enjoy  your  pilgrimage  as 
you  go  through  Christ  to  God,  under 


the  Holy  Spirit,  bringing  your  Chris- 
tian friends  along  with  you.  I  chal- 
lenge you  to  move  into  deeper  water 
. . .  that's  where  we  can  really  pursue 
The  Servant's  Heart!  Make  your  life 
count!  Christ  is  counting  on  "you!" 
And,  we're  counting  on  Christ!  See 
you  at  Camp  Vandemere!  A 


(Ms.  Griffin  was  the  Conference 
Leader  at  Camp  Vandemere,  June  1 7-20, 
2002) 


Short  Glimpses  Into  the  Ninetieth  Annual 
Session  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


"God  bless  all  of  you,"  said  the  Rev. 
Leon  Grubbs,  president  of  the  Nine- 
tieth Annual  Session  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
"This  September  11,  2002,  is  not  to- 
day like  it  was  last  year.  To  God  be 
the  glory  for  the  great  things  He  has 
done  to  help  us  through  this  past 
year." 

September  11,  2001,  hovered  in 
College  Hall  at  Mount  Olive  College 
where  more  than  600  delegates  and 


friends  gathered  to  celebrate  the  275 
years  of  Christian  witness  and 
fellowship  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  The  memory  of  four  flights 
that  crashed  into  tragedy — two  into 
the  World  Trade  Center,  one  into  the 
Pentagon,  one  into  a  field  in  rural 
Pennsylvania — on  that  morning 
brought  us  closer  to  the  transitory 
reality  of  our  existence  and  our 
ultimate  struggle  between  good  and 
evil. 


Aeschylus  reminds  us  in 
Agamemnon,  "Cry,  cry  upon  Death, 
but  may  the  good  prevail."  The 
Greeks  also  spoke  of  Pandora  who 
opened  her  forbidden  box  and  re- 
leased all  the  evils  of  the  world,  sav- 
ing only  hope. 


Bishop  Forbes  addressed  delegates  and 
friends  at  the  Ninetieth  Annual  Session  of 
the  Convention. 


Bishop  Forbes  Sends  Love 

Bishop  Forbes  of  East  Orange,  New 
Jersey,  reminded  us  again  of  hope 
and  love,  his  voice  clear  and  commit- 
ted, for  he  reminded  everyone,  "I 
have  been  with  you  every  year  since 
1975.  I  even  came  when  you  didn't 
come." 

(Continued) 
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Delegates  from  the  Lao  Evangelical  Church  (LEC)  in  Fresno,  California,  were  welcomed  to 
the  Ninetieth  Annual  Session  of  the  Convention  by  the  Rev.  Graham  Lane  (far  right).  Pictured 
from  left  to  right  are  Mala  Chang,  Lo  Lee,  Her  Chang,  and  Hai  Lee. 


Standing  before  the  white  banner 
of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  announcing  two 
themes,  the  five-year  theme  of  "Re- 
sponding to  the  Call,"  and  the  2002- 
2003  theme,  "Equipping  God's 
Church,"  Bishop  Forbes  declared,  "I 
love  you  more  than  you  do  me  and 
there  is  nothing  you  can  do  about  it. 
The  world  needs  more  love.  So  many 
churches  seem  to  be  at  war.  We  must 
guard  against  fighting  within  and 
without.  We  must  abstain  from  alco- 
hol and  drugs.  A  mind  is  a  terrible 
thing  to  waste.  Some  say  they  gave 
someone  a  piece  of  their  mind  and  I 
say  to  them  that  they  had  better  keep 
all  of  their  mind,"  he  concluded. 


The  Reverend  Graham  Lane 
Introduces  LEC  Delegation 

"We  work  closely  with  the  Lao 
Evangelical  Church  (LEC)  in  Fresno, 
California,"  noted  the  Rev.  Graham 
Lane  as  he  invited  Mala  Chang,  Lo 
Lee,  Her  Chang,  and  Hai  Lee  to  the 
platform.  The  LEC  church  works 
closely  with  the  OFWB  denomination 
in  the  Home  Missions'  outreach. 

Hai  Lee,  in  native  costume,  came 
to  the  podium  and  boldly  declared, 
"We  are  a  family  in  Jesus  Christ  and 
we  are  pleased  that  you  support  us. 
We  appreciate  your  welcoming  us 
here.  Our  youth  camps  had  38  chil- 
dren to  be  baptized  this  .past  year. 
God  bless  America!  See  you  again 
next  year." 


The  Reverend  Harry  Grubbs 
Announces  His  New  Book 

"What  do  I  really  believe?"  asked 
the  Rev.  Harry  Grubbs.  "I  have  stud- 
ied doctrines  and  I  have  written 
down  what  I  do  believe  is  something 
of  a  system  in  my  new  book,  A  Sys- 
tematic Theology  for  the  Twenty-first 
Century  (From  an  Arminian  Perspec- 
tive), published  by  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Press  and  printed  by  our  de- 
nominational press.  I  begin  with  faith 
and  revelation,"  he  explained.  "I 
know  this  God.  I  know  Him  person- 
ally. My  faith  and  my  confession  is 
that  I  know  Him.  My  faith  is  my  com- 
mitment to  my  God.  God  has  created 
this  whole  universe.  God  is  my  cre- 
ator. He  created  human  beings  in  His 
own  image.  We  have  fallen  short  and 
have  sinned,  but  God  became  one  of 
us  as  Jesus.  This  systematic  theology 
has  a  movement  from  God  to  man  to 
sin  to  Christ  to  salvation.  The 
Arminian  perspective  points  not  to 
predestination  or  predetermination 
as  the  Calvinists  stressed  but  instead 
points  to  our  free  will  to  decide 
whether  to  follow  God's  destiny  for 
us." 

OFWB  Historical  Heroes 

"We  must  remember  some  of  our 
Free  Will  Baptist  heroes  this  Septem- 
ber 11, 2002,  as  we  celebrate  275  years 
of  Christian  witness,"  noted  Dr.  Alan 
Lamm,  professor  of  history  at  Mount 
Olive  College. 

Dr.  Lamm  zoomed  back  395  years 
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to  1607  in  Holland,  the  stronghold 
country  for  nonconformists,  includ- 
ing Baptists,  who  rejected  the  Church 
of  England  and  Calvinism.  John 
Smyth  had  unpopular  views  in  En- 
gland because  he  rejected  infant  bap- 
tism and  predestination.  Smyth  left 
his  prominent  place  in  the  Church  of 
England  and  fled  to  Holland.  During 
the  early  1600s  both  John  Smyth  and 
Thomas  Helwys  became  Free  Will 
Baptist  heroes. 

Dr.  Lamm  stressed  the  realities  of 
these  early  heroes.  Imagine  Smyth 
giving  up  his  job,  his  country,  his 
home  and  security  to  move  to  Hol- 
land in  order  to  worship  as  he  freely 
willed.  Imagine  his  unpopularity  in 
England.  Smyth  was  a  hero  because 
heroes  seek  out  the  truth. 

The  role  of  hero  passed  from  John 
Smyth  to  Thomas  Helwys.  Helwys, 
according  to  Dr.  Lamm,  in  1611 
boldly  sent  the  King  of  England, 
James  I,  a  document  called  the  con- 
fession of  faith.  This  confession 
stressed  the  free  will  and  full  religious 
liberty  for  Catholics,  Jews,  Muslims, 
Baptists,  and  others.  Helwys  estab- 
lished the  first  General  Baptist 
Church.  His  reward?  He  was  put  in 
prison  until  his  death.  He  was  a  hero 
because  heroes  seek  out  the  truth. 

In  North  Carolina,  Dr.  Lamm 
noted,  two  heroes  stand  out:  Paul 
Palmer  and  Joseph  Parker.  Palmer 
established  the  first  organized  Free 
Will  Baptist  church  in  North  Carolina 
in  1727  in  Chowan  County,  North 
Carolina.  In  1728  Joseph  Parker  be- 
came pastor  of  the  local  church  in 
Little  Creek,  North  Carolina.  Parker 
sustained  the  denomination  during 
trials  and  arguments,  according  to  Dr. 
Lamm. 

Heroes  of  the  twentieth  century 
were  mentioned:  Bruce  Barrow, 
David  W.  Hansley,  W.  Burkette  Raper. 
Heroes  seek  out  the  truth,  Dr.  Lamm 
stressed. 

"History  tells  stories  of  heroes  of 
the  past  but  also  inspires  heroes  of  the 
future,"  Dr.  Lamm  said.  "Our  Free 
Will  Baptist  heroes  are  those  who 
stood  fast  for  the  Lord,"  he  con- 
cluded. 

(Continued) 


The  Rev.  DeWayne  Eakes  presented 
nominations  from  the  Nominations 
Committee  at  the  Ninetieth  Annual  Session 
of  the  Convention  of  OFWB. 


The  Bronze  Plaque 

The  Convention  of  OFWB  gave  a 
bronze  plaque  commemorating  the 
275th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  denomination.  The  plaque  will  be 
placed  inside  Rodgers  Chapel  on  the 
campus  of  Mount  Olive  College.  The 
bronze  plaque  reads  as  follows: 

In  Memoriam 

This  plaque  honors  the  contribu- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Paul  Palmer  as  a 
founding  father  of  the  denomination 
that  sponsors  Mount  Olive  College. 
In  1727,  Palmer  gathered  a  congrega- 
tion in  Chowan  County,  North  Caro- 
lina, the  first  organized  "Baptist" 
church  in  this  state  and  forerunner  of 
the  churches  now  belonging  to  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists. 

Given  by  the  Convention  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  2002. 

Hallmarks  of  OFWB  Doctrine 

"Out  of  the  remembrance  of  our 
past  comes  the  strength  and  hope  of 
the  future,"  noted  Dr.  Michael  Pelt, 
guest  speaker  for  the  eleven  o'clock 
worship  service  at  the  Convention. 
"As  we  look  over  centuries  ago,  we 
shall  find  reason  for  hope,"  he  said. 
"Look  to  the  rock  from  whence  you 
were  hewn." 

Dr.  Pelt  stressed  the  importance  of 
examining  our  past  in  order  to  know 
our  spiritual  legacy.  What  then  are  the 


hallmarks  of  our  spiritual  legacy?  Dr. 
Pelt  noted  the  following:  (1)  Baptism 
is  for  believers.  The  Calvinist  infant 
baptism  does  not  allow  for  freedom 
of  the  will  to  choose  to  believe.  (2) 
Christ  died  for  all  persons,  not  just 
for  Calvinist  elect.  All  persons  by  free 
will  may  receive  the  grace  of  God.  (3) 
Religious  liberty  to  choose  faith 
rather  than  Calvinistic  predestination 
already  decided.  (4)  Right  to  hold  a 
religious  view  without  outside  inter- 
ference from  state  authorities.  (5)  All 
people,  Jews,  Catholics,  Muslims, 
Christians,  must  look  to  their  own  lib- 
erty, to  their  free  will  to  decide  their 
choice  of  religion.  (6)  Congress  shall 
not  dictate  to  the  church  nor  church 
dictate  to  Congress.  (7)  Conference 
might  ordain  ministers.  (8)  Churches 
have  a  ministry  in  the  world.  (9)  The 
practice  of  washing-of-the-feet  is  a 
reminder  that  we  are  not  done  with 
being  servants  to  one  another.  We 
seek  to  serve  the  most  basic  needs  of 
other  human  beings.  (10)  Outreach 
programs  started  with  the  Conven- 
tion of  OFWB:  The  Convention  has  a 
history  of  less  than  100  years,  but  its 
purpose  is  to  reach  out  in  programs 
to  the  larger  world  to  extend  the  vi- 
sion and  witness  of  the  OFWB  de- 
nomination. 

OFWB  Conferences 

The  Convention  of  OFWB  ac- 
knowledged eight  conference  repre- 
sentatives: the  Rev.  Dr.  DeWayne 
Eakes,  Moderator  of  the  Western 
Conference;  the  Rev.  Harold  Swinson, 
Moderator  of  the  Albemarle  Confer- 
ence; the  Rev.  Fred  Baker,  Moderator 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Conference;  the  Rev. 
Ray  Williamson,  Moderator  of  the 
Central  Conference;  the  Rev.  William 
J.  Godwin,  Moderator  of  the  Pee  Dee 
Association;  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Sheffield,  Paul  Palmer  Conference; 
the  Rev.  Craig  Simmons,  Moderator 
of  the  Eastern  Conference;  and  the 
Rev.  Carlee  Stallard,  Treasurer  of  the 
Piedmont  Conference. 

Convention  of  OFWB  Ministries 
and  Outreach  Programs 

Each  of  the  following  OFWB 
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ministries  and  outreach  programs 
provided  a  published  report  in  the 
Program  and  Annual  Reports  for  the 
Ninetieth  Annual  Session  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  September  10-12,  2002. 
Included  were  these  ministries: 

(1)  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism, 
the  Rev.  Al  Markuson,  executive  director; 

(2)  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.,  Cliff  Gray,  executive 
director;  (3)  OFWB  International,  Inc. 
or  Foreign  Missions,  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones,  executive  director;  (4)  Cragmont 
Assembly,  the  Rev.  John  Williams, 
executive  director;  (5)  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home,  Inc.,  Dr.  Bobby 
Taylor,  executive  director;  (6)  OFWB 
Sunday  School  Board,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dudley,  executive  director;  (7)  Mount 
Olive  College,  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd, 
president;  (8)  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Minister's  Program,  the  Rev.  Donald 
Fader,  executive  director;  (9)  OFWB 
Retirement  Homes,  the  Rev.  Bruce 
Dudley,  executive  director;  (10) 
Historical  Commission,  the  Rev. 
Michael  Pelt,  chair;  (11)  Heritage 
Committee,  the  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood, 
chair;  (12)  Camp  Vandemere,  the  Rev. 
Mike  Williams,  director;  (13)  Carolina 
Bible  Institute,  the  Rev.  Rudy  Owens, 
president;  (14)  Women's  Auxiliary, 
Mrs.  Joan  Little,  president;  (15)  OFWB 
Layman's  League,  Russell  Tyson, 
president;  (16)  Ministerial  Association 
of  OFWB,  the  Rev.  Doug  Skinner, 
president. 

Quotations  of  Note 

.  ..There  may  not  be  equal  giving,  but 
there  should  be  equal  sacrifice. 

The  Reverend  Al  Markuson 
...May  we  never  forget  why  we  are 
here,  who  we  are.  May  you,  Lord,  equip 
us  for  your  faithful  service. 

The  Reverend  Ray  Williamson 

. .  .John  Smyth  was  a  hero.  Heroes  seek 
out  the  truth. 

Dr.  Alan  Lamm 

. . .  Where's  your  faith  ?  I  hope  we  are  a 
faithful  people. 

The  Reverend  John  Williams 

(Continued) 


...  We  are  enrollment  driven.  As  a 
ministry  of  the  OFWB  church,  we  are 
touching  more  and  more  people. 

Dr.  J.  William  Byrd 

. . .  The  best  time  to  prepare  for  retire- 
ment is  20  years  ago. 

The  Reverend  Frank  Harrison 

...  Commit  yourself  to  the  support  of 
your  pastor. 

The  Reverend  Don  Fader 

. . .  Our  history  isn't  just  275  years  old 
but  is  2,000  years  old  as  it  is  built  upon 
the  solid  rock  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Reverend  Ray  Williamson 

. . .  We  are  because  others  gave. 
The  Reverend  William  Godwin 

...It  took  a  whole  semester  for  Dr.  Pelt 
to  get  across  to  me  what  we  learn  today. 
The  Reverend  Ronnie  Hobgood 

. . .  The  Convention  of  OFWB  provides 
organizational  challenges.  We  must  ex- 
amine our  wonderful  legacy  for  we  have 
a  goodly  inheritance. 

The  Reverend  Michael  Pelt 

. . .  Lord,  dismiss  us  from  this  place,  but 
don't  dismiss  us  from  your  Presence. 

The  Reverend  Carlee  Stallard 

...  /  want  to  tell  you  that  I  am  proud 
to  be  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist!  It's 
a  privilege,  but  it's  also  an  obligation. 

The  Reverend  Leon  Grubbs 

Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 

"Thank  you  for  caring  enough  to 
give  sacrificially  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  our  Home  Missions'  outreach," 
said  the  Rev.  Al  Markuson  as  he  pre- 
sented his  report  at  the  Convention. 
He  stressed  the  importance  of  the 
Antioch  Church  in  New  Bern  being 
rebuilt,  the  movement  of  the  Cov- 
enant Mission  Outreach  to  church 
status,  the  progress  of  the  Living 
Faith  Mission,  the  work  of  the  Land- 
ing Mission  and  its  significant 
progress,  and  the  growth  in  the  St. 
Cloud  community  in  Florida.  He 
opened  a  door  of  opportunity  for  a 
missionary  to  St.  Cloud.  ""Who  will 
go?  Who  will  be  the  next  missionary? 


It's  a  new  day.  It's  a  great  day,"  he 
asserted. 

Other  programs  in  the  Home  Mis- 
sions' outreach  were  noted  also.  The 
Lao  Evangelical  Church  in  California 
is  growing.  The  Lighthouse  Evange- 
lism, strategy  is  available.  Over  600 
boxes  were  distributed  in  the  Kids 
Care  Program. 

"Men  and  women  are  being  im- 
pacted with  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ," 
declared  Markuson. 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc. 

"I  send  you  greetings  and  appre- 
ciation for  your  support  in  giving  last 
year,"  noted  Mr.  Cliff  Gray,  executive 
director  of  the  FWB  Press  Founda- 
tion, Inc. 

Regretfully,  Mr.  Gray  reported  a 
sales  decline  of  $135,000  for  the  fiscal 
year.  Why  was  there  such  a  drop  in 
sales?  Mr.  Gray  attributed  the  drop 
to  economic  hardships  in  America  as 
well  as  the  inclination  of  churches  to 
purchase  materials  from  other 
sources.  He  encouraged  people  to 
visit  the  FWB  bookstores  in  Ayden, 
Kinston,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Gray  thanked  the  Rev.  C.  H. 
Overman  for  his  years  of  service  to 
the  FWB  Press  and  announced  the 
title  of  Editor  Emeritus  for  him  in 
honor  of  his  16  years  as  editor  of  The 
Free  Will  Baptist.  The  new  editor, 
Darren  Davenport,  was  recognized 
from  the  floor.  "Darren  is  our  new 
editor,  and  he  is  from  the  Reedy 
Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Winterville.  You  can  find  Darren  in 
our  book  display  room.  Congratulate 
him  on  his  new  marriage  too.  He  has 
his  hands  full  for  the  next  year," 
smiled  Mr.  Gray. 

Mount  Olive  College 

Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  president  of 
Mount  Olive  College,  stressed  new 
programs  at  Mount  Olive  College — 
the  Heritage  Program,  the  Agri-Busi- 
ness  Center,  and  the  Church/College 
Task  Force.  The  Heritage  Program 
has  250  students  enrolled  as  of  this 
fall.  The  Agri-Business  Center  is  in- 
volved with  the  business  side  of  ag- 
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riculture  while  the  Church /College 
Task  Force  is  an  effort  to  cement  the 
relationship  between  the  family  of  the 
church  and  the  family  of  the  College. 

"We've  having  a  strong  year,"  an- 
nounced Dr.  Byrd.  "As  of  today  the 
strength  of  our  enrollment  is  at  1950 
students.  By  far  this  is  the  best  we 
have  ever  done  this  early  in  the  year," 
he  said. 

"I  want  you  to  know  how  much  we 
appreciate  the  church  and  the  church 
support.  Our  college  would  be  im- 
poverished if  we  did  not  have  the 
support  of  the  denomination.  We 
hope  you  will  continue  to  guide  us 
with  your  support  and  through  your 
prayers.  We  hope  to  be  even  more 
effective  as  a  ministry  outreach  for 
this  church,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Byrd  noted  the  new  chimes  and 
the  five  college  centers  located  at 
Mount  Olive,  Goldsboro,  Wilming- 
ton, New  Bern,  and  the  Research  Tri- 
angle. 

"In  each  of  our  five  sites  we  have 
expanded  our  tent.  We  are  grateful 
for  the  blessings  that  have  been  ours," 
he  concluded. 


Cragmont  and  Foreign  Missions 

"We  are  off  to  a  good  start  in  our 
building  campaign,"  reported  the 
Rev.  John  Williams.  "We  have 
$200,000  in  pledges  in  one  year.  I  have 
been  asked  how  can  we  begin  a  five 
million  dollar  campaign  in  an 
economy  such  as  this  one.  I  say  back, 
"Where  is  your  faith?"  Remember, 
the  children  of  Israel  were  always 
saying  that  they  couldn't  go  to  the 
Promised  Land  because  there  were 
giants  there.  But  we  must  encourage 
our  people  today.  We  can  have  faith," 
he  stressed. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Jones  noted  the 
rate  of  recovery  in  India  and  Nepal 
has  been  great.  He  announced  his 
times  of  departure  to  the  foreign  mis- 
sion fields:  (1)  September  19-October  8 
(Philippines);  (2)  October  9-29  (In- 
dia/Nepal); (3)  October  29-Novem- 
ber  6  (Bulgaria);  (4)  November  7 
(return  home). 

(Continued) 


Children's  Nome 


IN  HONOR  AND  REMEMBRANCE 


Left  to  right:  Ray  Clayton,  WOW;  Luke  Robertson,  Commissioner;  Larry  Daniels,  Commis- 
sioner; Keith  Wilder,  Raleigh  Fire  Department;  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor;  Ella  Evelyn,  WOW  Area 
Manager. 


"In  1969  when  I  went  to  the  Phil- 
ippines, I  did  not  see  any  danger 
there.  But  today,  I  ask  you  for  your 
prayers  for  safety,  for  wisdom,  and 
for  God  to  make  me  a  blessing  as  I 
represent  Him,"  he  requested. 

Recommendations  of  Note 
at  the  Ninetieth  Annual  Session 

...  That  the  Convention  encourage 
each  church  to  include  the  Sunday  School 
Board  and  its  work  in  their  budgets. 

. . .  That  an  endowment  for  the  OFWB 
Historical  Collection  of  $1,000,000  be 
encouraged. 

...That  OFWB  churches  purchase  all 
Christian  literature  for  personal  reading 
or  for  Sunday  School  from  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

.  ..That  the  Convention  of  OFWB  take 
place  in  May  rather  than  in  September, 
changing  Article  1,  Section  2  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  for  the  Convention,  "Wednes- 
day after  the  second  Sunday  in  Septem- 
ber" to  insert  the  words,  "Tuesday  after 
the  third  Sunday  in  May."  The  change 
of  meeting  time  from  September  to  May 
ivould  begin  with  the  2004  session  of  the 
Convention. 

...That  the  Convention  encourage 
Cragmont's  "New  Heights"  $5,000,000 
campaign  which  solicits  pledges  over  a 
five-year  period. 

...  That  OFWB  churches  appreciate 
their  pastors. 

. . .  That  the  Convention  recommend  to 
the  churches  a  minimum  support  to 
Mount  Olive  College  of  $1,200,000  for 
the  year. 

. . .  That  the  Convention  encourage  the 
support  of  the  entire  denomination  for  the 
prospects  of  a  new  Camp  Manager  at 
Camp  Vandemere. 

...  That  the  Convention  encourage 
churches  to  invite  the  Executive  Direc- 
tor of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement 
Homes,  Inc.  to  visit  churches.  A 


Pledge  of  Allegiance 


The  Children's  Home  family, 
Woodmen  of  the  World  members, 
Lodge  1086,  community  leaders,  and 
Raleigh  firemen  gathered  to  honor 
the  victims  and  heroes  of  September 
11, 2001,  and  to  thank  those  who  give 
of  their  lives  to  help  others  everyday. 

It  was  also  a  dedication  ceremony 
to  present  a  flagpole,  United  States 
flag,  and  commemorative  plaque  to 
the  Children's  Home.  The  service  was 
led  by  Ella  Evelyn,  Area  Manager  for 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  The  flag  was 
raised  to  half-mast  and  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  was  given.  Several  of  the 
residents  led  the  group  in  our  Na- 
tional Anthem. 

We  want  to  thank  the  WOW  Lodge 
1086  for  their  friendship  and  many 
contributions  over  the  years.  We 
thank  your  community  leaders  for 
joining  us  in  this  ceremony.  And  we 
especially  thank  Keith  Wilder  from 
the  fire  department  for  making  this  a 
time  of  remembrance. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    10   November  2002 


HUGO  CHURCH  VISITS 
CHILDREN'S  HOME 

On  September  29, 2002,  Hugo  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  Grifton,  NC,  vis- 
ited the  Children's  Home  for  an  af- 
ternoon of  fun  and  a  pig  pickin'. 
Ronnie  Jones  was  responsible  for 
cooking  the  pig,  chickens,  and  veg- 
etables. He  arrived  early  Sunday 
morning  with  his  grandson  Jacob  to 
prepare  for  the  day.  Others  began  to 
arrive  in  the  early  afternoon  and 
played  Softball  with  our  children.  The 
meal  was  served  at  4:30  in  the  after- 
noon to  the  crowd  of  approximately 
sixty.  The  children  enjoyed  this  day 
and  are  always  excited  to  see  visitors. 
We  thank  the  members  of  Hugo  for 
taking  time  to  visit  our  ministry  and 
spend  time  with  us. 

1 
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Selfishness  is  the  greatest 
curse  of  the  human  race. 

— William  Ewart  Gladstone 


JOIN  OUR  CHRISTMAS  FAMILY 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how  it  would  feel  to  be  unloved  during  Christ- 
mas? To  feel  alone?  To  be  a  child  and  spend  Christmas  afraid  and  sad? 
When  you  have  been  abused  or  neglected,  the  world  can  feel  like  a  cruel 
place. 

Many  of  our  children  feel  unloved  and  alone;  they  are  afraid  and  sad. 
Many  of  our  children  have  questions  and  doubts  that,  in  ways,  a  lot  of 
them  may  never  fully  understand.  Many  of  them  have  been  born  into  a 
cold,  cruel  world,  and  with  a  lot  of  people  who  aren't  ready  to  accept  them, 
aren't  willing  to  support  them,  and  are  not  willing  to  give  them  the  love 
and  the  help  they  need. 

This  holiday  season  will  be  different  and  difficult  for  many  of  our  chil- 
dren who  are  not  able  to  be  with  their  family.  Many  are  hurting  and  facing 
serious  problems.  At  this  festive  time  of  year,  we  will  make  each  and  every 
child  feel  special  and  loved. 

As  we  approach  this  season  of  giving,  we  simply  ask  for  your  support 
in  our  ministry  by  bringing  happiness  and  hope  into  the  lives  of  the  chil- 
dren who  most  need  our  help.  We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  sharing  in  our 
sponsorship  program  again  this  year.  You  can  help  by  contributing  $100 
for  each  child  you  would  like  to  sponsor.  To  allow  us  time  to  shop  before 
Christmas,  simply  complete  the  Sponsorship  Reservation  form  and  return 
it  to  us  by  December  2,  2001. 

On  behalf  of  all  whose  lives  you  will  touch  with  your  generous  Christ- 
mas offering  . . .  We  wish  you  a  most  blessed  and  joyous  holiday  season! 


Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
Sponsorship  Reservation  Form 


Sponsor: 


Contact  Person: 
Address:   


Telephone: 


Number  of  Children  Sponsored: 


Cut  out  and  send  form  to: 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 

PO  Box  249 
'     Middlesex,  NC  27557-0249 


You  Tire  invited  to 
Trxends  oj Cfiifdren  TKyyreciatiort  Ttay 
November  23,  2002—12  ^hfoon 

Wfiitfey  Center, 
TWB  CkiidrerCs  O-fome  Campus 

Don't  forget  to  return  your  RSVP  or  call  us  (252)  235-2161 
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Rome  Missions  i  EvflMCEusii 


COMMUNITY  SERVICE  A  TREMENDOUS 
SUCCESS  AT  SUNRISE  LANDING  MISSION 

by  Everette  V.  Harper 


Pastor  Everette  Harper  standing  tall  with  a  special  group  of  children  during  the  9-11 
Remembrance  Service  at  Sunrise  Landing  FWB  Mission,  Point  Harbor,  NC. 


During  the  month  of  August  2002, 
Brother  Al  Markuson  shared  informa- 
tion with  the  missionaries  of  Home 
Missions  and  Evangelism  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  concerning  remem- 
bering September  11,  2001. 

After  discussing  this  with  the  people 
at  Sunrise  Landing,  the  decision  was 
made  to  have  a  time  of  remembrance 
and  celebration  on  September  14,  2002 
on  an  area  located  next  to  the  future  site 
of  Sunrise  Landing  Church  located 
near  Point  Harbor,  NC. 

Plans  were  developed  and  each  one 
went  about  doing  what  he/ she  agreed 
to  do  in  preparation  of  the  big  day. 

On  Saturday,  September  14, 2002,  the 
excitement  was  at  a  peak  and  the  work 
began  on  the  grounds.  Trailers  were 
brought  in,  a  tent  was  erected,  the  pig 
was  cooking;  also,  decorations  and 
flags  were  going  up  all  over.  It  was  ap- 
parent that  the  people  had  a  mind  to 
work.  Love  was  in  action — fellowship 
was  in  action — relationships  were  be- 
ing built  and  strengthened. 

At  6  p.m.  food  was  served,  which  in- 
cluded barbecued  pig,  hamburgers, 
hotdogs,  and  everything  you  can  imag- 
ine. The  cooks  did  a  superb  job  and  the 


food  was  certainly  enjoyed  by  every- 
one. 

After  the  meal,  drawings  were  held 
for  door  prizes,  which  were  all  donated 
by  members  and  merchants  in  the  area. 

The  Remembrance  Service  began 
with  prayer  followed  by  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  to  the  U.S.  Flag  and  the  Na- 
tional Anthem.  Certificates  of  Appre- 
ciation were  awarded  to  the  Currituck 
Sheriff's  Department,  the  lower 
Currituck  EMS,  and  the  lower 
Currituck  Volunteer  Fire  Department. 
A  special  presentation  was  made  to  the 
family  of  a  volunteer  fireman  who  at 
the  age  of  39,  had  just  passed  away. 

The  message  was  brought  by  the  Rev. 
Everette  Harper  (Interim  Pastor/ Direc- 
tor of  Sunrise  Landing  Mission).  The 
service  concluded  with  a  candlelight 
service  and  a  video  presentation  by 
Alan  Jackson. 

Your  prayers  and  financial  support 
are  needed  for  the  continuation  of  this 
mission  work  God  is  growing.  Please 
be  a  part  of  it.  Contact  your  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  for  more  in- 
formation as  to  how  you  can  be  a  vital 
part  of  this  ministry. 


LIVING  FAITH  MISSION 

Submitted  by  Wayne  Watson 


Left:  Pastor  Wayne  Watson  makes 
presentations 


Living  Faith  Church,  Landis,  NC 
held  their  "Remembrance  Service"  on 
September  8, 2002  at  3  p.m.  Guest  speak- 
ers for  this  service  were  Fire  Chief, 
Larry  Phillips,  of  Kannapolis,  NC,  As- 
sistant Fire  Chief,  Danny  Scott,  of 
Kannapolis,  NC,  and  Landis  Police  Of- 
ficer, Dean  Beck.  Each  speaker  shared 
an  inspiring  message  and  gave  won- 
derful testimonies  of  how  the  Septem- 
ber 11, 2001  events  brought  them  closer 
to  God. 

After  hearing  their  moving  words  of 
inspiration,  Certificates  of  Appreciation 
were  presented  to  each  of  the  guest 
speakers,  which  were  graciously  ac- 
cepted by  each.  Living  Faith  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  was  excited  and  truly 
moved  in  acknowledging  those  who 
save  lives  each  and  every  day 

During  the  service  a  video  which 
showed  the  September  11,  2001  events 
was  shown.  Everyone  was  touched  and 
moved  by  the  events  displayed  while 
watching  this  heartfelt  video. 

Prior  to  these  events  the  members  of 
Living  Faith  Church,  Landis,  NC  came 
out  a  week  before  the  service  and  hung 
approximately  150  door  hangers  invit- 
ing people  to  the  service.  Members, 
also  handed  out  approximately  150 
copies  of  the  booklet  "Fallen  But  Not 
Forgotten"  at  homes  and  during  the 
"Remembrance  Service." 

It  was  a  very  heartrending  service  for 
everyone  involved.  It  challenged  our 
people  to  remember  to  pray  for  our 
emergency  workers  and  to  continue  to 
pray  for  God's  blessings  on  America. 
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HOUMT  OLIVt  (OLLECt 


COVENANT  MISSION 
CHURCH 

by  The  Reverend  James  Corbett 


Those  gathered  for  the  special  9-11  Service 

September  was  a  good  month  at 
Covenant.  To  begin  the  month  we 
spent  the  last  part  of  August  pre- 
paring to  have  a  9-11  Remembrance 
Service  on  September  8,  at  6  p.m.  to 
remember  the  fallen  on  September 
11,  2001  and  to  honor  our  home- 
town heroes.  To  prepare  for  the  ser- 
vice we  canvassed  the  Hope  Mills, 
Community  with  door  hanger  in- 
vitations, and  sent  personal  invita- 
tions to  family  and  friends.  We  in- 
vited representatives  from  Fort 
Bragg,  Cumberland  County 
Sheriff's  Department,  Hope  Mills, 
and  Fayetteville  Police  Depart- 
ments, Cumberland  County  EMS, 
seven  Fire  Departments,  the  Na- 
tional Guard  Armory,  and  Billy 
Baker  representing  Congressman 
Mike  Mclntyre.  We  gave  everyone 
opportunity  to  tell  how  a  9-11  had 
effected  them.  Mrs.  Martha  Parsons 
read  a  poem  to  remember  the  fallen 
and  spoke  about  the  New  York  mis- 
sion trip  she  went  on.  It  was  a  very 
moving  service  and  everyone  did  a 
great  job.  We  used  scenes  from  a 
9-11  Remembrance  Service  video  to 
prepare  everyone  for  the  service. 
Mr.  Larry  Faircloth  did  the  video  for 
us.  We  gave  plaques  to  all  the  hon- 
orees  for  their  unselfish  service  in 
the  community.  We  concluded  the 
service  with  a  time  of  fellowship 
and  refreshments  in  the  fellowship 
building.  We  were  really  pleased 
with  the  service  and  the  effect  it  had 
on  everyone.  We  had  80  people  in 
attendance. 


Mount  Olive  College 


Presents 


The  Reverend  James  Travis 

Director  of  Pastoral  Services  Duke  Medical  Center 
in  a  Barrow  Endowed  Fund  Family  Lecture 

"Learning  to  Get  Along  as  Christians: 
Avoiding  and  Resolving  Conflict  in  the  Church" 

Monday,  November  18,  2002 
Rodgers  Chapel 

5  p.m. — Lecture  1:  "Why  Can't  People  Just  Get  Along?" 
6  p.m. — Dinner  (Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center  $5.50  per  person) 
7  p.m. — Lecture  2:  "So  What  Can  the  Pastor  and  People  Do?" 
8  p.m. — Lecture  3:  "Is  Reconciliation  Reallv  Possible?" 

Dr.  James  Travis,  Baptist  Clergyman,  has  more  than  35  years  of 
experience  in  pastoral  care.  He  is  especially  interested  in  the  forma- 
tion and  development  of  persons  for  the  role  of  pastor,  counselor, 
and  in  medical  ethics.  He  is  chaplain  to  Duke  University  Hospital, 
director  of  pastoral  services  at  Duke  University  Medical  Center,  and 
clinical  professor  of  pastoral  care  at  Duke  Divinity  School.  His  publi- 
cations include  such  areas  as  New  Testament  implications  for  pasto- 
ral care  and  counseling  and  worship  in  a  hospital  setting. 

The  lectures  will  provide  help  for  lay  persons,  church  officers,  and 
pastors. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    13   November  2002 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  HONORS  BRIDGE  BUILDERS 


Approximately  450  people  attended  the  2002  Bridge 
Builders  Appreciation  Dinner  on  Saturday,  September 
28,  at  Mount  Olive  College.  The  Dinner  is  the  College's 
way  of  thanking  contributors  from  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  throughout  eastern  North  Carolina.  This 
year's  event  was  held  in  honor  of  1,993  individuals  and 
church  organizations  that  contributed  $100  or  more 
during  the  2001  church  annual  fund  campaign.  The 
church  dinner  gift  support  program  totaled  $482,217 
last  year. 

"The  Free  Will  Baptist  Bridge  Builders  are  an  ex- 
tremely important  part  of  Mount  Olive  College.  Bridge 
Builders  have  the  power  to  build  futures  for  students 
who  attend  our  institution.  We  salute  and  thank  these 
individuals,"  commented  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  President 
of  the  College. 

Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of  Church  Support,  coordi- 
nated the  dinner  and  served  as  mistress  of  ceremonies. 
"This  is  one  of  our  best  events  of  the  year  because  it 
gives  us  a  chance  to  show  our  appreciation  to  those 
special  people  who  provide  generous  support  to  the 
College."  "Every  gift  is  an  investment  in  the  lives  of 
the  students  we  serve,"  Mrs.  Ackiss  remarked. 

The  Rev.  Roger  W.  Hill,  pastor  at  Oak  Grove  Church 
in  Sampson  County  and  a  student  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege shared  his  reasons  for  choosing  to  attend  Mount 
Olive  College.  He  spoke  on  the  opportunities  provided 
to  him  at  the  College  and  the  positive  experiences  he 
has  had  while  in  attendance. 

Courtesy  of  the  Mount  Olive  College  Press,  people 
in  attendance  received  a  copy  of  a  book  entitled  Around 
the  World:  to  the  Holy  Land,  Turkey,  Greece,  Cyprus,  India, 
Middle  East,  Italy,  Mediterranean,  Africa,  Madeira,  and  Asia 
written  by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington,  editor  of  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Press.  As  a  token  of  appreciation  to  those 
individuals  who  contribute  $100  or  more  during  the 
2002  Campaign,  each  Bridge  Builder  will  be  given  a 
book  entitled  Teach  Me  How  to  Die,  written  by  Dr.  Calvin 
E.  Rains,  Sr. 

The  highlight  of  the  event  was  a  presentation  of 
Christian  musical  selections  by  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Concert  Choir  and  Free  Spirit,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong.  Prior  to  the  program,  inspira- 
tional music  was  provided  by  the  Rev.  Johnny  R. 
Sullivan,  minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Daniels  Chapel 
Church  in  Wilson  County. 

Student  ambassadors  helped  serve  the  donors.  Mem- 
bers of  the  staff  and  faculty  served  as  table  hosts  and 
hostesses.  The  food  was  prepared  and  served  by  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Food  Services  Department. 


The  Mount  Olive  College  Choir  and  Free  Spirit  gave  a  message  of 
worship  and  praise  through  song  at  the  2002  Bridge  Builders 
Appreciation  event. 


Pictured  (L-R):  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington,  Dr.  Calvin  Rains  Sr.,  Dr. 
Opey  Jeanes,  and  Dr.  }.  William  Byrd. 


Kelly  Smart,  a  Mount  Olive  College  Ambassador  and 
member  of  Reedy  Branch  Church  in  Pitt  County  is  pictured 
serving  guests  at  the  2002  Bridge  Builders  Appreciation 
Dinner. 
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THE  SILENCE  HAS  ENDED 


Mrs.  Virginia  B.  and  Dr.  Billy  R.  Yawn 


The  silence  has  ended  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  The  campus  community  can 
now  enjoy  the  beautiful  sounds  of  bells 
as  the  newly  installed  carillon  in 
Rodgers  Chapel  chimes  throughout  the 
day.  The  carillon,  a  gift  from  longtime 
friends  of  Mount  Olive  College,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Billy  R.  Yawn,  serves  as  an  audible 
reminder  of  the  College's  Christian  heri- 
tage. 

"It  is  my  hope  that  the  carillon  will 
make  known  the  presence  of  God  and 
speak  to  the  hearts  of  students,  employ- 
ees, and  alumni,"  Yawn  states.  "The 
sound  is  a  call  for  a  renewed  awareness 
of  God's  offer  of  salvation  and  direction 
for  young  men  and  women,"  he  contin- 
ued. 

Not  always  having  had  direction  in 
his  own  life,  Yawn  feels  a  sense  of  grati- 
tude to  Mount  Olive  College  for  provid- 
ing him  with  the  basis  of  his  educational 
and  religious  pursuits. 

Faking  his  age,  Yawn  entered  the  US 
Navy  at  14  years  old  and  was  honorably 
discharged  some  two  years  later.  He  be- 
came a  born-again  Christian  at  the  age 
of  16  and  married  his  wife  of  50  years, 
Virginia,  just  three  years  later.  One  day 
while  sweeping  the  floors  in  an  indus- 
trial plant  in  the  mountains  of  North 
Carolina,  Yawn's  supervisor  asked  him, 
"Son,  what  have  you  prepared  yourself 
to  do  in  life?"  Yawn  could  not  answer 
the  question.  He  went  home  from  work 
that  day  and  wept.  He  and  his  wife 
prayed  together  that  the  Lord  would 
give  them  direction.  Soon  after,  Yawn 
met  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  then  presi- 
dent of  Mount  Olive  College.  He  asked 
Dr.  Raper  if  what  he  had  read  about  the 
College  was  true — that  any  willing  and 
eager  person  would  not  be  turned  away 
on  the  basis  of  financial  constraints.  Dr. 


AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Raper  told  him  that  it  was  true.  Yawn 
asked,  "When  can  I  enroll?"  Dr.  Raper 
replied,  "In  the  spring." 

Yawn  moved  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren to  Mount  Olive  in  the  spring  of  1975 
with  35  cents  in  his  pocket.  He  enrolled 
as  a  student,  taking  classes  in  the  spring 
and  fall  and  working  in  the  maintenance 
department  and  at  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Co. 
during  the  summer.  Virginia  worked  in 
the  cafeteria,  and  many  times  they  ate 
leftovers  from  the  cafeteria  for  their 
meals.  "Times  were  tough,"  Yawn  re- 
calls, "but  we  knew  things  would  not  al- 
ways be  that  way.  We  knew  better  days 
were  to  come." 

After  attending  Mount  Olive  College, 
Yawn  enrolled  in  Atlantic  Christian  Col- 
lege, now  Barton  College,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  bachelor's  degree.  He  earned 
his  master's  degree  from  East  Carolina 
University;  an  honorary  doctorate  from 
Victory  Bible  College  in  Lewiston,  Ohio; 
and  his  doctor  of  religious  education 
from  International  Seminary  in  Ply- 
mouth, Florida.  The  walls  of  his  home 
in  Clayton,  North  Carolina,  are  lined 
with  diplomas,  certificates,  and  plaques, 
all  evidence  of  a  well  versed  and  edu- 
cated man. 

Yawn  has  used  his  education  for  the 
advancement  of  Christian  ministry.  He 
has  been  a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  for 
42  years,  preaching  at  Everett  Chapel 
Church  for  28  years  and  at  Union  Grove 
Church  for  14  years.  He  has  led  more  than 
20  people  to  also  enter  the  ministry.  In 
addition,  Yawn  is  a  retired  educator, 
teaching  31  years  in  the  Johnston  County 
school  system. 

He  credits  his  success  to  three  things, 
"Becoming  a  born  again  Christian;  mar- 
rying my  wife,  Virginia  Biddix  Yawn;  and 
enrolling  at  Mount  Olive  College." 

"Working  on  the  carillon  project  with 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Yawn  has  been  one  of  the 
greatest  joys  I  have  experienced  since 
coming  to  Mount  Olive  College,"  notes 
Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director  of  church  support. 
"This  gift  has  been  an  expression  and  re- 
flection of  their  gratitude  and  love  for 
what  Mount  Olive  College  has  meant  to 
them." 

On  Sunday,  September  29,  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  held  a  dedication  service  for 
the  new  carillon.  A  plaque  was  placed  in 
the  chapel  as  a  reminder  of  the  generous 
gift  made  by  the  Billy  R.  and  Virginia  B. 
Yawn  family. 


VISITATION  DAY 
NOVEMBER  11 

Campus  Visitation  Day  is  sched- 
uled for  Monday,  November  11.  High 
school  seniors  and  their  parents  are 
invited  to  attend  this  event  to  learn 
more  about  the  opportunities  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  Attendants 
participate  in  campus  tours,  meet  fac- 
ulty and  other  students,  as  well  as 
discuss  scholarships  and  financial  aid 
opportunities.  Potential  students  can 
also  audition  for  music  scholarships 
and  meet  athletic  coaches.  For  details, 
contact,  Barbara  Kornegay,  vice  presi- 
dent for  enrollment  at  (919)  658-2502 
or  e-mail  her  at  bkornegay@moc.edu. 

COMING  EVENTS 

Barrow  Lecture 

The  Rev.  James  Travis 
Monday,  November  18,  2002 

5  p.m.,  Rodgers  Chapel 
Dr.  James  Travis  will  present  a  lecture  en- 
titled "Learning  to  Get  Along  as  Christians" 
which  will  address  how  to  avoid  and  re- 
solve conflict  within  the  church.  Dr.  Travis 
has  35  years  of  experience  in  pastoral  care 
and  serves  as  director  of  pastoral  services 
at  Duke  University  Medical  Center,  chap- 
lain at  Duke  University  Hospital,  and  clini- 
cal professor  of  pastoral  care  at  Duke  Di- 
vinity School. 

Alumni  Weekend 

November  22-24,  2002 
Mount  Olive  College  Campus 
Make  plans  to  attend  Alumni  Weekend 
2002  for  a  chance  to  fellowship  with  former 
classmates  and  their  families,  Mount  Olive 
College  faculty  and  staff  members,  and 
current  students.  For  more  information  on 
Alumni  Weekend,  contact  Dianne  Riley  at 
(919)  658-2502. 

MOC  Concert  Choir  Performances 

Dr.  Alan  Armstrong 
Tuesday,  November  26,  2002 
8  p.m.,  First  Baptist  Church 
The  theme  for  this  year's  concert  will  be 
"A  Traditional  Christmas."  The  Choir,  di- 
rected by  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong,  will  perform 
Christmas  classics  such  as  "Do  You  Hear 
What  I  Hear?",  "Carol  of  the  Bells,"  and  "O 
Holy  Night."  The  event  is  free  and  the  pub- 
lic is  invited  to  attend. 

Christmas  Buffet 
Thursday,  December  12,  2002 
6  p.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
The  Mount  Olive  Community  Ensemble 
will  perform  classical  holiday  selections  as 
well  as  many  traditional  favorites  during 
this  annual  holiday  celebration.  Dinner  will 
begin  at  6  p.m.  with  music  to  follow  at  7  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $12  for  adults  and  $6  for  chil- 
dren 12  and  under.  Seating  is  limited,  so 
make  your  reservations  early. 
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A  GRANDFATHER'S  INFLUENCE 

by  Erin  Pritchard,  Student  Intern 


"Samantha  Benson,  the  one  and 
only!"  says  the  bubbly  18-year-old. 
Putting  her  arm  around  the  man 
standing  beside  her,  she  proudly 
states,  "And  this  is  my  grandpa."  The 
Rev.  Francis  Garner  smiles.  He  and 
his  wife,  Lorraine,  recently  visited 
Mount  Olive  College  to  see  how  their 
granddaughter,  a  new  freshman,  was 
getting  along. 

Benson  arrived  at  Mount  Olive 
College  in  August  with  a  carload  of 
her  belongings,  nearly  40  years  after 
her  grandfather  attended  the  down- 
town campus  of  the  College.  "The 
growth  the  College  has  seen  since 
then  is  phenomenal,"  Garner  states. 

The  campus  may  look  different, 
but  the  mission  remains  the  same. 
"The  service,  dedication,  outreach, 
and  focus  on  building  young  people 
through  dedication  for  God's  service 
has  not  changed  since  Mount  Olive 
College  was  founded  in  1951,"  Gar- 
ner declares. 

Inevitably,  her  grandfather's  influ- 
ence had  a  direct  correlation  with 


Samantha  Benson  and  her  grandfather,  the 
Rev.  Francis  Garner. 


Benson's  decision  to  attend  Mount 
Olive  College.  "I  wanted  to  go  to  a 
college  where  I  would  be  Samantha 
Benson,  and  not  just  a  number,"  she 
says.  "I  really  feel  like  I  made  the 
right  choice." 

Garner,  who  Benson  describes  as 
"a  great  source  of  inspiration  and 
wisdom,"  is  pleased  with  his 
granddaughter's  decision.  "I  don't 
think  she  could  have  made  a  better 
choice  for  her  education,"  he  states. 


Benson  is  just  beginning  her  col- 
lege career  as  an  English  education 
major.  Knowing  that  she  has  four 
years  of  hard  work  ahead  of  her,  Gar- 
ner offers  her  some  "grandfatherly" 
advice.  "Study!  Study!  Study!  Stay 
busy  and  enjoy  your  college  experi- 
ence," he  tells  her. 

Benson  is  gradually  adjusting  to 
the  rigors  of  college  life  and  leaving 
a  few  drops  of  cheerfulness  on  every- 
one she  meets.  "I  love  Mount  Olive 
College!"  she  exclaims.  "It's  my  new 
home  away  from  home." 

Benson  is  the  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Pamela  Benson.  She  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  West  Carteret  High  School  and 
is  a  member  of  Silver  Creek  Church. 

For  her  Free  Will  Baptist  tuition 
grant,  Benson  is  working  in  the  Of- 
fice of  Church  Support  and  assisting 
with  the  church  dinners. 

Garner  has  served  as  pastor  for  a 
number  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  and  is  currently  the  pastor 
of  Warden's  Grove  Church  in  Low- 
land. They  all  reside  in  Newport. 


The  students  and  staff  at 
Mount  Olive  College  recently 
enjoyed  the  Rev.  Harold 
Stevens,  who  spent  most  of 
his  lengthy  ministry  serving 
as  a  missionary  in  Africa.  Mr. 
Stevens  related  many  of  his 
experiences  as  a  pilot  on  the 
mission  field.  Pictured  (L-R): 
The  Rev.  Gregory  Day,  Campus 
Minister;  Mrs.  Rose  M.  Roper; 
Mr.  Stevens;  the  Rev.  Frank  R. 
Harrison,  Interim  Vice  Presi- 
dent for  Student  Development. 
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CENTRAL  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

by  Pastor  Arman  Manzano 


There  were  a  lot  of  exciting 
moments  during  our  Central 
District  Conference  last  February 
25-27,  2002.  It  was  held  in  Grace 
Church,  Gawid,  Caruray,  San 
Vicente,  Palawan.  Praise  God  for 
enabling  us  to  reach  and  meet  once 
again  our  brethren  there  and  of 
course  our  co-workers  and  their 
family  who  are  committed  to  the 
ministry  of  God.  Thanks  for  the 


support  of  this  family,  Pastor  Bern 
Borja  and  his  wife,  Neck-Neck,  and 
for  the  workers  of  Central  District 
who  fully  supported  and  made  this 
event  possible.  Glory  to  God!  The 
highlights  of  this  gathering  was  the 
EVALUATION  of  our  goals  and 
plans  to  have  a  more  effective  and 
faithful  ministry  in  the  near  future 
as  well  the  right  destiny  of  the 
district. 


Secondly,  we  had  elections  for  a 
new  set  of  officers;  they  will  serve 
for  a  two  year  term  from  2002-2004. 
Our  new  officers  are:  Pastor  Arnel 
Cuba,  Chairman;  Brother  Boy 
Dancil,  Vice  Chairman;  Rosana 
Briones,  Secretary;  Vivian  Adira, 
Treasurer;  Pastor  Domis  Belitario, 
Auditor;  Pastor  Jethro  Gamoso  and 
Anthony  Cajandoc,  CRO's.  As  they 
have  been  elected,  I  believe  they 
will  exert  their  effort  and  exercise 
their  gifts  and  talents  for  the 
common  good  of  the  body  of  Christ. 
Hallelujah! 


NEWS  FROM  VARNA 
AND  TARGOVISTE 

by  Christina  Ivanova 


Christina  has  our  logo  on  her  shirt.  On 
the  back  side  of  the  shirt  is  written.  "Center 
for  education  to  children,  youth,  and  adults 
based  on  the  Bible." 


Greetings  to  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  North  Carolina. 

We  are  very  happy  with  the  garage  that  we  could  buy  in  the  center  of  Varna. 
The  garage  is  near  the  homes  of  many  children  and  of  the  people  who  attend 
our  meetings.  This  month,  August,  we  hope  to  begin  with  the  repair  work. 
This  garage  will  be  used  as  a  meeting  room  for  worship  and  education  of 
children  and  youth. 

Most  of  our  members  are  doing  well,  but  the  older  people  have  problems 
with  the  hot  weather.  The  temperatures  go  up  to  40  degrees  centigrade  and 
higher  in  the  early  afternoon.  The  humidity  is  over  95  degrees  almost  every 
day.  Our  older  members  need  help,  because  for  them  it  is  too  hot  to  go  outside. 
The  younger  members  are  learning  how  to  care  for  them.  They  go  to  shop  at 
the  market,  fetch  water,  and  help  them  in  their  homes. 

With  the  children  we  still  have  a  language  problem;  most  of  them  don't 
speak  the  Bulgarian  language,  but  Turkish. 

In  the  group  we  have  a  15-year-old  Turkish  girl  who  attends  our  meetings 
regularly.  She  shows  great  interest  in  "The  Book"  and  the  Bible  lessons.  Her 
name  is  Silvia.  We  hope  sincerely  that  she  wants  to  study  in  Christian  Faith  to 
become  able  to  help  us  reach  out  to  the  Turkish  speaking  children  and  youth 
in  Varna. 

The  people  in  Varna  and  Targoviste  were  excited  to  meet  Harold  again  at 
the  end  of  October.  Our  fellowship  with  him  was  a  blessing  to  all  of  us.  We 
praise  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving  that  you  are  concerned  about  the  children, 
the  youth,  and  the  adults  in  East  Europe.  Please  accept  our  love  and  greetings 
in  the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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CRfiCMoriT  Assembly 


New  landscaping  in  front  of  Cragmont  Main  Building 


Pictured  with  Cragmont  manager  John  Williams,  the  Rev. 
Rudy  Owens,  pastor  of  Branch  Chapel  Church  and  the  Rev. 
Ray  Wells,  pastor  of  Marsh  Swamp  Church.  Branch  Chapel 
has  recently  pledged  $5000  per  year  for  the  next  five  years  to 
the  Cragmont  New  Heights  campaign.  Marsh  Swamp  has 
made  a  $10,000  pledge  to  the  New  Heights  campaign. 


FIRST  ANNUAL 
CRAGMONT  COOK-OFF  2003 

What  Is  the  Cook-off?  The  Cragmont  Cook-off  is  an  event  designed  to 
raise  funds  for  our  New  Heights  Campaign.  Our  goal  is  to  bring  as 
many  of  our  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches  together  on  the  same 
day  in  one  huge  cook-off. 

How  Does  It  Work?  It  is  simple.  We  come  together  to  do  something 
we're  all  very  good  at  doing — having  a  dinner!  Plan  your  own  menu — 
barbecue  chicken  or  pork — whatever  your  specialty.  Set  your  own  price, 
sell  your  tickets,  have  your  dinner.  Proceeds  go  to  the  Cragmont/New 
Heights  Campaign.  A  great  day  of  work  and  fellowship  for  the  church — 
a  great  day  of  fundraising  for  Cragmont  and  our  New  Heights  cam- 
paign. 

Our  Goal  for  2003?  We  want  to  see  at  least  twenty-five  churches  come 
together  to  raise  $12,500! 

Will  Your  Church  Be  One? 

Join  us  on  Friday,  May  2,  2003  for  the  First  Annual  Cragmont  Cook-off. 
Yes,  Count  us  as  one  of  your  churches  in  the  First  Annual  Cragmont  Cook-off. 

Church  Name  

County  

Conference  


Contact  Person 
Address  


City,  State,  Zip_ 
Telephone  


Please  return  to  Bryant  Hines,  Cragmont  Cook-off  2003, 203  Teachey  Court,  New  Bern,  NC  28562. 


Help  Cragmont 

With  a  Mule 
$8,000  to  $10,000 


Features: 
Four  wheel  drive, 
Dump  bed, 
Great  for  going 
up  the  mountain 
to  work  on  the  trail 

Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC 

28711 
Phone:  (828)  669-7677 
Fax  (828)  669-1463 
email:  Cragcom@aol.com 
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Sunday  School  Hihism 


Smiaij  Sckoot  Teacfiers  ani  Saperwtehieats 
^mmzii  at  tfie  Convention  of  Orywat  free  COt66  Baptists 

by  Pepper  Worthifigton 


Nominations  for  Sunday  School  Teacher  of  the  Year  and  Superintendent  of  the  Year  were  recognized  at  the  Ninetieth  Annual 
Session  of  the  Convention.  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.  presented  gifts  to  each  one  nominated. 


Mrs.  Mary  Dudley,  executive  director  and  treasurer  of  the  OFWP  Sun- 
day School  Board,  announced  the  nominations  for  Teacher  of  the  Year  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Year  from  the  252  OFWB  churches.  Six  conferences 
participated  in  the  17  teacher  nominations  and  the  three  superintendent 
nominations.  "We  are  so  very  thankful  for  what  is  going  on  in  these 
churches,"  she  stressed.  "We  wish  to  present  these  awards  this  year  at  your 
Convention,  but  hereafter  the  awards  will  be  presented  at  our  Sunday 
School  Institute.  The  Superintendent  Award  is  to  the  superintendent  who 
helps  supply  the  Sunday  Schools  with  ideas,  involvement,  and  tools.  Such 
a  superintendent  might  work  closely  with  teachers  to  see  if  needs  are  met. 
The  Teacher  Award  is  to  the  teacher  who  teaches  and  studies  with  a  pur- 
pose, who  visits  class  members,  and  who  seeks  to  gather  in  the  sheep. 
These  teachers  think  outside  the  box  with  the  superintendent." 


Mrs.  Mary  Dudley,  executive  director  and 
treasurer  of  the  OFWB  Sunday  School  Board, 
reports  to  the  Convention. 


The  Superintendent  of  the  Year  (2002)  is  Wanda  Taylor. 
The  Teachers  of  the  Year  (2002)  are  Walter  and  Brenda  Best. 
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Layman's  LtAcuE 


November  8,  2002 


November  9,  2002 


November  14,  2002 


November  18,  2002 


December  2,  2002 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

State  Layman's  League  Meeting 

Marlboro  FWB  Church 

264  Alternate,  Farmville,  NC,  7  p.m. 

Camp  Vandemere  Speckled  Trout  Fishing  Tourna- 
ment, 5:30  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

Executive  Board  Meeting 

VFW  Building,  Snow  Hill,  NC,  7  p.m. 

The  Layman's  League  Executive  Board  would 
liketo  invite  Boy  Scout  leaders  to  attend  this 
board  meeting.  We  would  like  to  invite  them  to 
come  and  participate  in  our  Spiritual  Life  Re- 
treat at  Camp  Vandemere  on  June  6-7,  2003. 

Eastern  Conference  Layman's  League  Meeting 
Silver  Creek  Church 
Cape  Carteret,  NC,  7  p.m. 

Central  Conference  Layman's  League  Meeting 

First  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

South  Charles  Street 

Meal  6:45  p.m.,  Business,  7:30  p.m. 


DON'T  FORGET! 

The  Layman's  League  is 
raising  money  to  build  the 
new  Cragmont  Trading  Post 
(Building  No.  8)  at 
Cragmont.  You  can  help! 
Please  send  your  contribu- 
tions to  Cragmont  and  ear- 
mark it  for  the  Cragmont 
Trading  Post  (Building  No. 
8). 

The  Layman's  League  is 
also  planning  to  frame  this 
building.  If  you  would  like  to 
help,  please  contact  Elmer 
Harrell  at  (252)  747-2894. 
Your  help  in  any  way  will  be 
greatly  appreciated.  May 
God  richly  bless  you  in  do- 
ing His  will. 


CAMP  VANDEMERE'S  SECOND  ANNUAL 
SPECKLED  TROUT  FISHING  TOURNAMENT 
Saturday,  November  9,  7  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 
Check-In  from  6-7  a.m. 

ENTRY  FEES:  $50  per  vessel 
(75%  of  the  money  collected  from  the  entry  fees  will  go  toward  Camp  Vandemere's 
maintenance  and  renovation  projects.  Remaining  25%  will  be  used  for  prizes. 


PRIZE  CATEGORIES 
First  Place — 50%  of  the  remaining  money 
Second  Place — 35%  of  the  remaining  money 
Third  Place — 15%  of  the  remaining  money 


Weigh-in  Time:  4:30  p.m.  SHARP! 


PIG  PICKIN'  will  follow  the  weigh-in  and  prize  announcements. 
For  more  information:  please  contact  Eeon  Harris  (252)  746-2415  or  (252)  746-4320 
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(AMP  VftflDtMERE 


Oar  family  Cnricfitnent  Center 


by  The  Reverend  Owen  Arthur 


As  I  look  back  in  time,  I  have  seen  Camp  Vandemere 
come  from  a  part-time  facility  to  a  full-time  facility.  After 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner  gave  up  the  position  as  manager 
of  the  camp,  he  was  asked  to  stay  on  as  an  advisor  to  the 
board.  It  was  not  long  after  that  when  Ralph  suggested 
that  we  change  our  manager  from  part-time  to  full-time. 
Mr.  Aldric  Gaskins  and  his  wife  Julia  were  managers  at 
that  time.  The  first  thing  that  came  to  my  mind  was  can 
we  afford  to  pay  a  manager  year  round.  If  Christ  had  been 
standing  by  He  would  have  said,  "O  ye  of  little  faith." 
After  much  prayer  on  my  part,  the  idea  was  presented  to 
the  board  and  they  agreed  to  put  a  manager  on  staff  full 
time. 

Since  that  time  we  have  had  three  other  managers  and 
now  we  are  in  the  process  of  hiring  a  fourth.  The  camp 
has  come  a  long  way  since  the  first  manager,  and  the  first 
full-time  manager.  Each  manager  has  had  different  visions 
and  enabled  the  camp  to  grow  to  new  levels.  Please  keep 
in  mind  that  the  camp  is  open  year  round  and  we  would 


love  to  have  you  visit  us  in  the  fall  and  winter,  as  well  as 
the  other  seasons  of  the  year. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  to  you  that  construction  on 
the  new  bath  house  is  under  way.  By  the  time  you  read 
this  article  it  should  be  almost  complete.  We  still  need 
furnishings  for  the  inside;  this  would  be  a  good  project 
for  any  organization  within  the  church.  Please  consider 
this  and  pray  about  it.  Plans  are  to  put  in  four  camper 
spots,  with  full  hookups,  next  to  the  new  bath  house.  We 
hope  to  have  these  ready  by  the  spring.  The  buildings  are 
scheduled  to  have  a  new  paint  job  in  just  a  couple  of 
weeks. 

I  am  excited  about  what  the  Lord  is  doing  at  Camp 
Vandemere.  As  our  new  manager  takes  over  he  will  bring 
new  ideas  and  build  on  the  old  ones.  The  camping  season 
is  just  coming  to  a  close  and  it  is  already  time  to  start 
working  on  next  year's  schedule.  If  your  church  would 
like  to  plan  a  week  please  call  the  camp  and  talk  to  our 
manager. 

Let  me  say  a  word  about  the 
Rev.  Mike  Williams,  our  outgo- 
ing manager.  Mike  came  to  us 
at  a  time  that  we  really  needed 
help.  The  camp  had  just  been 
devastated  by  the  hurricanes. 
Mike  worked  hard,  and  all  of  us 
have  seen  the  results  of  his  la- 
bor. We  hate  to  lose  him,  but  we 
wish  him  success  in  his  minis- 
try as  he  continues  his  work  for 
the  Lord.  Once  again  from  all  of 
us  at  Camp  Vandemere — a  great 
big  "Thank  You."  Mike  will  not 
be  far  away;  he  has  informed  us 
that  he  will  be  available  to  help 
our  new  manager  get  estab- 
lished. 

To  all  of  you  who  are  support- 
ing the  camp  we  want  to  say 
that  we  sincerely  appreciate 
what  you  are  doing.  You  are 
making  it  possible  for  Free  Will 
Baptists  to  have  a  camp  on  the 
coast  where  you  can  come  and 
be  proud  to  stay. 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  PRESENTS  LIFE-TIME  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD 


The  "Life-Time  Membership"  award  urns 
presented  by  Mrs.  Marie  Glenn,  Mrs. 
Cayton's  next  door  neighbor. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Daniel's 
Chapel  Church  has  chosen  a  special 
woman,  Mrs.  Emma  Lee  Godwin 
Cay  ton,  to  honor  with  a  "Life-Time 
Membership"  award.  A  woman  who 
joined  Daniel's  Chapel  Church  soon 
after  her  marriage,  Emma  Lee  has 
been  a  member  of  Daniels  Chapel 
Woman's  auxiliary  for  57  years. 

Fifty-seven  years  ago,  it  was  under- 
stood, here  at  Daniel's  Chapel,  that 
when  a  woman  got  married  she  joined 
the  auxiliary.  That  is  still  the  custom, 
to  some  degree,  except  now  they  start 
out  in  the  Young  Woman's  Auxiliary 
and  move  up  the  ladder,  first  to  the  J. 
Wilbert  Everton  Auxiliary  and  then  to 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

Emma  Lee  has  served  not  only  her 
Auxiliary  in  many  different  ways,  but 
has  also  been  a  faithful  servant  to  her 
Church.  She  has  been  an  avid  attendee 
of  the  Sunday  morning  and  evening 
worship  services,  Wednesday  night 
Bible  studies,  Sunday  School, 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Bible  School,  Free 
Will  Baptist  League  and  other  church- 
related  activities. 

She  has  served  in  almost  every  of- 
fice of  the  auxiliary,  including  that  of 
the  President  and  is  currently  serving 
on  the  Benevolence  Committee.  This 
Committee  arranges  the  meals  that  are 
served  in  the  homes  of  church  mem- 
bers and  others  who  have  experienced 
a  death  in  the  family.  This  Committee 
goes  into  action  at  the  time  of  death 
and  makes  all  of  the  arrangements  for 


a  delicious  meal  to  be  served  to  the 
bereaved  family.  Not  only  that,  but  she 
prepares  food  and  carries  it  to  those 
who  are  sick  at  home.  She  shows  a 
keen  interest  in  the  shut-ins  of  the 
church  and  others  who  are  sick  and 
visits  them  often.  When  she  brings  a 
dish  to  your  house,  you  know  it  is 
delicious,  because  she  is  an  excellent 
cook. 

She  has  used  her  sewing  talents  in 
numerous  ways.  To  name  a  few:  to 
make  dresses  for  her  girls,  window 
treatments  for  their  homes,  and  baby 
things  for  the  new  babies  in  all  three 
generations. 

She  and  her  husband  share  gener- 
ously the  fruits  of  their  vegetable  gar- 
den, blueberries,  canteloupes,  grapes 
and  other  goodies.  According  to  the 
children,  some  of  the  best  shared  fam- 
ily times  have  been  spent  in  the  gar- 
den gathering,  and  preparing  veg- 
etables for  canning  and  freezing. 

Our  honoree  was  born  on  June  3, 
1921,  to  Marvin  and  Bessie  Godwin. 
This  family  was  blessed  with  three 
boys  and  two  girls.  Two  of  the  broth- 
ers, Cleon  Godwin  and  Elmer  Godwin 
are  deceased.  Her  remaining  siblings 
are  Billy  Godwin  and  Esther  Godwin 
Narron. 

This  talented  woman  graduated 
from  Glendale  High  School,  Kenly, 
NC  in  May  of  1938.  At  the  age  of  24 
she  married  a  wonderful  man,  Mr. 
Earney  Whitehurst  Cayton  and  has 
been  with  him  now  for  57  years.  The 
Rev.  L.  B.  Manning  performed  their 
wedding  ceremony  at  the  home  of 
Marvin  and  Edith  Daniel  on  a  very-  hot 
day — July  11,  1945.  They  produced 
three  beautiful  daughters,  Nancy  Jean 
Baldree,  who  is  a  nurse,  and  Melba 
Jane  (Janie)  Bynum,  and  Peggy  Joyce 
Carnahan,  who  are  both  school  teach- 
ers. These  girls  have  given  them  three 
wonderful  sons-in-law:  Lee  Baldree, 
Roger  Bynum  and  Wes  Carnahan. 

These  three  couples  have  given 
them  eight  talented,  hard-working 
grandchildren,  four  boys  and  four 


girls.  Allison  Baldree,  the  oldest 
grandchild,  is  a  traveling  nurse. 
Winifred  Baldree  Boswell  and  Laura 
Lee  Baldree  Garret  are  both  working 
in  the  field  of  education.  Emily  Jane 
Baldree,  who  is  studying  at  East  Caro- 
lina University  in  Greenville,  NC  in 
the  field  of  music,  is  the  youngest 
granddaughter.  Emily  sings,  plays  the 
violin,  and  has  sung  in  operas  pro- 
duced by  the  School  of  Music  at  East 
Carolina  University.  She  currently  di- 
rects the  Choir  at  Black  Creek  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  grandsons  are  David  Bynum, 
an  Engineering  Surveyor,  Adam 
Bynum,  a  graduate  of  North  Carolina 
State  University,  Bryan  Carnahan,  a 
construction  manager  and  Bret 
Carnahan,  an  East  Carolina  Univer- 
sity graduate.  Our  honoree  also 
boasts  of  six  great-grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Cayton  and  her  husband 
trained  their  children  well  in  the  nur- 
ture and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  The 
girls  were  always  regular  in  atten- 
dance at  Sunday  School  and  church 
and  when  they  starting  dating, 
brought  their  dates  along  to  church 
with  them.  Not  only  did  these  parents 
keep  their  children  busy  with  church 
activities,  they  also  supported  them  in 
all  of  their  school  activities:  They  faith- 
fully drove  them  to  piano  lessons, 
never  missed  one  of  their  ball  games, 
and  were  willing  workers  in  the 
school's  Parent-Teacher  Association. 
They  have  shown  just  as  much  enthu- 
siasm, or  maybe  even  more,  in  follow- 
ing their  grandchildren  to  their  church 
and  school  activities  as  they  did  their 
children. 

Our  honoree  has  set  a  simple  pat- 
tern for  her  life.  We  can  all  benefit  from 
her  example.  She  possesses  attributes 
which  we  all  would  do  well  to  em- 
brace— a  deep  love  for  God  and  fam- 
ily, a  positive  attitude,  a  genuine  con- 
cern for  neighbors,  and  a  willingness 
to  help  in  time  of  need.  She  is  like  "All- 
State."  She  is  there  when  "we  need 
her." 
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People  i  fvtrm 


ROBERT'S  GROVE  CELEBRATES 
108TH  ANNUAL 
HOMECOMING  AND  A 
GROUNDBREAKING  SERVICE 


COUPLES  SHARE 
SAME  ANNIVERSARY 


Robert's  Grove  Church  near  Dunn,  NC  held  its  108th 
Annual  Homecoming  and  also  a  Groundbreaking  Service 
on  October  6, 2002.  Everyone  enjoyed  a  wonderful  Home- 
coming Service  followed  by  a  delicious  lunch  and  fellow- 
ship. In  the  afternoon  service,  a  groundbreaking  ceremony 
was  held  for  a  new  fellowship  hall  and  classrooms.  The 
new  building  is  designed  to  accommodate  250  people. 
Many  church  members,  family  members,  and  members 
of  the  community  were  present  to  help  celebrate  the  day. 
Shown  left  to  right:  L.  C.  Honeycutt,  trustee;  Rev.  Fred  Baker, 
Pastor;  L.  E.  McLamb,  Chairman  of  Deacons;  John  Hickman, 
Architect,  P.A.;  Eddie  D.  Jackson,  Chairman  of  Growth  and 
Development  Committee. 


REVIVAL  AT  SMITH'S  NEW  HOME 

Smith's  New  Home  Church,  located  ten  miles  south 
of  Kinston  on  Highway  258  will  be  holding  revival 
November  4-6,  2002.  The  services  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 
nightly.  The  guest  speaker  will  be  the  Rev.  Bryant  Hines. 

The  Rev.  Hines  will  bring  the  Sunday  morning  mes- 
sage on  November  3  at  the  11  a.m.  worship  service.  Cov- 
enant will  provide  a  musical  program  on  Sunday  night  at 
6:30  p.m.  Please  come  out  and  join  us  for  a  wonderful  time 
of  worship  and  praise. 


Three  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  and  their  wives  cel- 
ebrate the  same  wedding  anniversary.  Each  of  the  three 
couples  were  married  in  June  of  1946.  Left  to  right:  The 
Revs.  Norwood  Fntrell  and  wife  Arlene;  H.  P.  Norman  and  wife 
Nannie;  David  Hill  and  wife  Mable.  Revs.  Hill  and  Futrell  are 
retired. 


LIFE-TIME  MEMBER  AWARDS 
GIVEN  AT  PLEASANT  GROVE 


On  July  28,  2002,  the  Pleasant  Grove  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary held  a  special  ceremony  during  the  morning  wor- 
ship service  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing  our  Lifetime 
Members.  Pictured  are  the  Lifetime  Members  who  were  recog- 
nized. 
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REMEMBRANCE  SERVICE  HELD 
AT  PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH 

by  Dixie  McLawhorn 

September  11,  2001 — A  day  that  will  forever  be  etched 
in  our  minds.  So  many  innocent  people  were  killed  in  the 
name  of  hatred.  And  so  many  more  people  will  have  to 
live  with  the  after  shock  of  that  senseless  hatred. 

We,  at  Pleasant  Hill  Church  in  Pitt  county,  felt  the  need 
to  remember  those  who  died  on  that  fateful  day  On  Sun- 
day, September  8,  2002,  we  had  a  special  evening  service 
filled  with  patriotic  messages. 

We  started  out  the  program  with  a  pictorial  presenta- 
tion of  scenes  of  the  death  and  destruction  from  that  day. 
Beautiful  instrumental  hymns  of  hope  were  softly  played 
in  the  background  during  the  presentation.  Brenda  Van 
Derven  was  the  narrator.  After  the  presentation,  she  gave 
a  history  of  our  American  flag.  Two  brothers,  Alex  and 
Bruce  Preston,  who  are  in  the  ROTC,  presented  our  flags. 
Our  adult  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Bonnie  Adams, 
rendered  a  mini  musical  entitled  This  Is  My  America,  dur- 
ing which  we  all  stood  and  pledged  our  allegiance. 

Beautiful  recitations  were  given  by  our  youth,  Stephanie 
Haddock  and  Nicole  Lee.  Our  junior  choir  sang  America, 
the  Beautiful  and  My  Country  'Tis  of  Thee.  Bruce  Preston 
sang  Where  Were  You  When  the  World  Stopped  Turning?  with 
the  junior  choir  singing  backup. 

Afterwards,  there  was  a  time  of  honor  for  all  within  the 
congregation  who  were  our  heroes— those  who  served  in 
the  Armed  Forces,  firefighters,  law  enforcement  officers, 
rescue  workers,  etc.  A  special  prayer  of  thanks  was  given 
for  these  wonderful  people  and  all  who  put  their  lives  on 
the  line  each  and  every  day  to  serve. 

We  were  reminded  that  God  has  a  plan  for  us  and  He 
will  be  with  us  through  all  we  must  endure  while  we  walk 
this  world,  and  those  who  know  Jesus  as  their  personal 
Savior  have  the  hope  of  eternal  life  with  Him  after  our 
walk  here  is  over. 

Steve  Lee  sang  God  Bless  the  USA  and  to  close  the  pro- 
gram, he  rendered  Amazing  Grace  a  cappella  during  the 
altar  call. 

A  special  American-style  meal  of  hotdogs,  chips,  soda, 
and  apple  pie  a'lamode  was  served  in  the  fellowship  hall, 
which  was  beautifully  decorated  with  a  red,  white,  and 
blue  theme. 

We  all  left  that  night  feeling  that  we  are  so  blessed  to 
live  in  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave. 


Please  remember  the  victims  of 
September  11,  2001  in  your  prayers. 


YOUTH  SUNDAY  AT 
SPRING  HOPE  CHURCH 

by  Eva  Clark 

On  Sunday,  September  15, 2002,  the  youth  at  Spring  Hope 
Church  in  New  Bern  held  a  special  program  to  honor  the 
victims  and  their  families  of  the  September  11  terrorist  at- 
tacks a  year  ago.  We  also  honored  our  local  law  enforcement, 
fire  department,  and  our  military  for  their  hard  work  and 
dedicated  service.  The  youth  of  our  church  proudly  marched 
in  holding  American  flags.  They  led  us  in  the  Pledges  to  the 
American  Flag,  Christian  Flag,  and  the  Bible.  Marianna 
Adkins  and  Sheriff  Jerry  Monette  presented  us  with  two 
beautiful  songs.  Our  guest  speakers  were  Curtis  Toler  (NC 
State  Highway  Patrol),  Investigator  Lee  Thomas  (Craven 
County  Sheriff's  Department),  Sheriff  Jerry  Monette  (Sheriff 
of  New  Bern). 

Our  Military  Service  was  represented  and  honored:  Sgt. 
James  Darren  Jones  (US  Army),  Petty  Officer  Daniel  Ray  Lee 
(US  Navy),  Cpl.  Michael  Graham  Erb  (US  Marines)  and  L/ 
Cpl.  Erik  Aaron  Daniels  (US  Marines). 

Our  Fire  Department  was  also  represented  and  honored: 
Kevin  Cuthrell  (Tri  Community  Fire  Department)  and  Kevin 
Cuthrell  (New  Bern  Fire  Department). 

We  had  all  of  our  Veterans  stand  to  let  them  know  how 
much  we  appreciate  them  for  all  that  they  had  done  for  us  to 
keep  our  Nation  as  it  is  today.  Six  candles  were  lit  by  our 
youth  to  represent  the  North  Tower,  South  Tower,  Pentagon, 
Flight  93,  New  York  Fire  Department,  and  New  York  Police 
Department.  There  was  a  moment  of  silence  honoring  the 
victims  and  their  families. 

We  presented  the  gentlemen  with  a  plaque  for  their  wall 
and  a  cross  to  put  in  their  pocket.  The  cross  is  a  reminder  to 
them  that  when  they  are  in  dangerous  situations — out  on 
patrol,  fighting  fires  or  far  away  from  home,  they  will  have 
peace,  courage,  and  comfort  knowing  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Lord  of  their  life  and  that  He  is  just  a  prayer  away 

This  was  a  very  inspirational  and  moving  service.  We  all 
need  to  thank  God  for  the  men  and  women  who  protect  us 
and  serve  this  great  country.  We  should  thank  God  each  day 
for  the  wonderful  country  we  call  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  freedom  we  have  to  worship  Him.  Let  us 
remember  each  day  to  pray  for  our  country  and  our  leaders. 

We  would  like  to  thank  all  of  our  youth,  Debbie  Warren 
and  Edgar  Warren,  youth  directors;  Darnell  Clark,  music 
director;  Marianna  Adkins  and  Jerry  Monette  for  the  beauti- 
ful songs,  and  Mr.  Sam  Tyson,  head  Deacon. 

This  program  took  a  lot  of  prayer,  time,  and  dedication, 
but  we  know  with  God  everything  is  possible.  Each  person 
received  a  bulletin  with  the  text  of  President  Bush's  address 
the  Tuesday  night  after  terrorist  attacks  on  New  York  and 
Washington  and  pictures  representing  the  Trade  Center,  our 
American  Eagle  and  our  American  Flag. 

Darnell  and  Debbie  gave  Edgar  four  things  to  do  for  this 
program  and  he  did  them  well: 

1.  Pray-up — He  prayed  very  hard  for  this  program. 

2.  Stand-up — He  stood  up  and  held  our  service. 

3.  Speak-up — He  spoke  up  but  was  very  nervous. 

4.  Shut-up — He  was  glad  when  that  part  came! 

Our  hats  are  off  to  Debbie  Warren  and  Darnell  Clark  for 
putting  this  program  together  and  for  all  the  hard  work  and 
dedication.  Great  Job  Ladies! 
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REMEMBERING 
WILLIAM  EARL  SHACKLEFORD 

Submitted  by  Lucille  Shackleford,  Mother 

William  Earl  Shackleford  was  born  on  January  11, 1967.  The  passing  of  Earl 
on  July  18,  2002,  was  Heaven's  gain. 

Earl  acquired  his  early  Christian  training  from  his  family  and  his  church 
family,  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Tarboro.  He  became  a  child  of 
God,  strong  in  his  faith,  and  concerned  for  others. 

His  family  is  grateful  for  all  comfort  received,  especially  one  letter.  May 
sharing  this  letter  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist  encourage  others  in  their  faith  in 
God. 


Dear  Mrs.  Shackleford,  Elaine  and  Lorraine: 

About  thirty  years  ago,  my  dad  and  I  stopped  by  your  house,  not  sure 
of  the  reason,  perhaps  to  borrow  or  return  a  tool.  Mr.  Shackleford  and 
Earl,  (Coach  and  Son),  were  out  practicing  ball  in  the  yard.  Mr.  Shackleford 
was  pitching,  and  Earl  was  batting,  hitting  the  ball  all  over  the  yard,  very 
impressive  for  a  four  or  five  year  old.  There  was  only  one  difference  in 
their  technique  as  compared  to  most.  Mr.  Shackleford  was  pitching  a  golf 
ball  to  Earl,  stating  that  if  one  could  learn  to  hit  a  small  golf  ball,  then 
certainly  hitting  a  baseball  would  be  much  easier.  Not  knowing  the  fu- 
ture, this  proved  to  be  a  valuable  lesson. 

About  four  years  later,  Earl  had  to  hit  another  golf  ball,  not  a  good  pitch, 
but  it  came  in  the  form  of  Earl  losing  his  Dad.  Earl  still  managed  to  hit  the 
ball.  Two  years  later  Earl  had  another  ugly  pitch  come  his  way  in  the  form 
of  cancer.  Again  Earl  hit  the  golf  ball. 

Over  the  next  20  plus  years,  Earl  has  had  to  hit  the  golf  ball  many  times, 
each  time,  timing  the  pitch  and  hitting  the  ball.  Earl  is  a  star  player  on 
God's  team.  About  four  weeks  ago,  the  ball  was  pitched  to  Earl  once  again. 
It  took  several  weeks  to  get  to  him,  but  on  Thursday  the  ball  finally  ar- 
rived and  Earl's  timing  was  good  and  hit  the  ball  further  than  ever.  A 
Homerun. 

Earl  went  Home,  a  reunion  in  Heaven  with  his  earthly  father,  (Coach 
and  Son).  I  am  sure  big  hugs  and  smiles  were  exchanged,  maybe  even  a 
chuckle  as  Earl  showed  gratitude  to  his  father  for  teaching  him  to  hit  that 
golf  ball.  I  am  sure  that  my  Dad  has  stopped  by  to  welcome  Earl  to  Heaven. 
Who  knows,  maybe  they  repeated  this  story  as  well. 

Earl  has  been  an  inspiration  since  he  was  a  small  boy  hitting  the  golf 
ball  all  over  the  yard.  He  has  handled  problems  that  most  of  us  are  not 
dealt.  His  testimony  has  always  been  inspirational.  When  others  seemed 
to  forget,  Earl  would  mail  a  card  or  say  something,  showing  that  he  cared. 
Earl  quietly  made  a  difference,  and  he  sure  could  hit  the  golf  ball. 

Hopefully,  you  may  find  comfort  in  these  few  scattered  words.  God  Bless 
You! 

A  Friend 


CENTRAL 
CONFERENCE 
TO  MEET  AT 
ROSE  HILL  CHURCH 

by  Jennifer  Williamson 

The  Central  Conference  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  will  be 
holding  its  annual  session  on 
Thursday,  November  7,  at  Rose  Hill 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Winterville.  Registration  will  begin  at 
9  a.m.  and  the  morning  session  will 
begin  at  9:30  a.m. 

A  pre-Conference  worship  service 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
November  6,  at  Rose  Hill  Church  in 
Winterville.  The  guest  speaker  will  be 
Dr.  Paige  Paterson.  Dr.  Paterson  is  the 
President  of  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  Special  Music 
will  be  provided  by  Kings  Cross 
Roads  Church.  All  Conference 
members  and  visitors  are  invited  to 
attend  for  a  time  of  fellowship  and 
worship  to  prepare  our  hearts  for  a 
greater  conference  session. 

DON'T  FORGET 

CAMP  VANDEMERE'S 
SECOND  ANNUAL 
SPECKLED  TROUT 
FISHING  TOURNAMENT 
Saturday,  November  9 
7:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 
Check-In  from  6-7:00  a.m. 
ENTRY  FEES:  $50  per  vessel 
(75%  of  the  money  collected  from 
the  entry  fees  will  go 
toward  Camp  Vandemere's 
maintenance  and  renovation  projects. 
Remaining  25%  will  be  used  for  prizes. 

PRIZE  CATEGORIES 

First  Place 
50%  of  the  remaining  money 

Second  Place 
35%  of  the  remaining  money 

Third  Place 
15%  of  the  remaining  money 

Weigh-in  Time:  4:30  p.m.  SHARP! 

PIG  PICKIN'  will  follow  the  weigh-in 
and  prize  announcements. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    25   November  2002 


BE  THANKFUL  IN  NOVEMBER 


Former  pastor,  the  Rev.  Don  Venable  was 
the  Homecoming  speaker  for  2002. 


Powhatan  Church  in  Clayton  took 
the  banner  for  Overall  attendance  at  the 
Youth  Rally  on  September  7  hosted  by 
Riverside  Church  in  Princeton.  Other 
banners  were  awarded  as  follows:  Rob- 
erts Grove,  Youth;  Shady  Grove,Youth 
Runner-up;  and  Lee's  Chapel,  Overall 
Runner-up.  The  program  by  Riverside 
Youth  was  an  entertaining  puppet  pro- 
gram from  their  VBS  theme  of  Faith 
Mountain. 

Fall  Revival  was  held  at  Powhatan 
September  8-12  with  the  Rev.  Dennis 
Pollock  of  Tee's  Chapel  as  the  guest 
speaker.  There  was  a  good  crowd  each 
evening  and  a  good  blessing  from  the 
sermons  and  fellowship.  On  the  final 
night  the  Rev.  Pollock  referenced  the 
parable  of  the  fig  tree  that  bore  no  fruit 
from  Luke  13  and  asked  each  of  us  to 
consider  if  we  were  bearing  any  fruit 
for  the  Kingdom  or  just  taking  up  fer- 
tile ground  that  could  be  used  to  sup- 
port a  member  that  WOULD  bear  fruit. 
Following  the  altar  call  and  benedic- 
tion, refreshments  were  enjoyed  in  the 
fellowship  hall.  We  thanked  the  Rev. 
Pollock  for  his  service  this  week. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Bogle,  Alan  and  Beverly 
Price,  and  Rita  Jones  from  Powhatan 
attended  this  year's  Convention  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  The  Rev.  Bogle 
accepted  a  framed  certificate  from 
Mary  Dudley  for  the  church  for  hav- 
ing nominees  for  the  new  Sunday 
School  Teacher  of  the  Year  Award.  Con- 
gratulations to  the  recipients  from 
Whaley's  Chapel  for  the  awards  for 


Submitted  by  Rita  Jones 

teacher  and  superintendent  and  to  the 
other  churches  that  had  nominees. 
Thank  you  to  Dianne  Riley  for  being  a 
gracious  hostess  at  the  event  and  allow- 
ing the  State  Youth  Convention  to  dis- 
play an  informational  board  about  their 
year's  activities. 

Homecoming  this  year  was  cel- 
ebrated on  September  15  and  was  a  true 
"homecoming"  for  the  Rev.  Don 
Venable  who  pastored  at  Powhatan  for 
many  years.  We  appreciate  him  and  his 
family  joining  with  us  for  the  day  of 
fellowship.  Honored  at  the  memorial 
service  following  the  homecoming 
meal  were  members  Leone  Coats,  Ed 
Hogg,  and  Ethel  Stephenson  who  had 
passed  away  since  last  homecoming. 

Powhatan's  participants  in  the  Youth 
Convention  of  OFWB's  second  mission 
trip  were  Diana  and  Gregory  Bass, 
Wanda  and  Hayley  Benson,  Jackie  and 
Crystal  Guy,  Rita  and  Nikki  Jones,  Sa- 
rah Carroll,  Roberta  Widhalm,  and 
Calvin  and  Pat  Godwin.  The  group 
stayed  at  the  Hyatt  in  Bethesda,  MD, 
trained  and  worked  on  Friday  in  Balti- 
more, and  visited  Washington,  DC  for 
sight-seeing  on  Saturday.  Sunday 
morning  services  were  enjoyed  at  Faith 
Temple  #2  OFWB  in  Capitol  Heights, 
MD,  thanks  to  the  invitation  of  Bishop 
L.  N.  Forbes  of  Wilson.  The  congrega- 
tion provided  a  meal  for  the  mission- 
aries before  the  trip  back  to  North  Caro- 
lina. Our  thanks  to  them  for  the  won- 
derful worship  experience  and  great 
meal. 


The  Union  Meeting  was  held  at  Lee's 
Chapel  on  September  29  with  over  half 
of  the  district  churches  represented. 
The  Cape  Fear  Youth  talent  winners 
from  last  spring  (Leah  Faircloth,  Am- 
ber Wood,  and  Holland  White)  partici- 
pated in  the  service.  We  joined  hands 
for  a  special  prayer  led  by  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Stephenson  on  behalf  of  Pastor  Terry 
Whittenton  who  is  such  a  dear  friend 
to  our  youth  and  has  recently  suffered 
a  heart  attack.  The  Rev.  Fred  Baker 
brought  the  message  from  Matthew 
16:24-26  saying  that  a  Christian  should 
pledge  to  deny  himself,  take  up  his 
cross  daily,  and  follow  Jesus.  He  said 
the  "cross"  is  the  will  of  God  for  your 
life  and  that  if  you  don't  know  what 
that  is,  you  need  to  sincerely  ask  and 
God  will  reveal  it.  He  commented 
about  Christians  who  are  not  faithful 
to  the  command  to  "follow  me."  Do 
today's  Christians  think  Jesus  is  not  in 
His  house  on  Sunday  nights  and 
Wednesday  nights?  God  has  His  plan 
for  our  lives  but  the  devil  does  as  well. 
We  need  to  be  diligent  in  prayer  and  in 
studying  the  Word  to  be  sure  we  are 
following  God's  plan. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Balance  made  an- 
nouncements and  reminded  everyone 
of  the  conference  meeting  to  be  held  on 
November  12  at  Vandora  Springs.  The 
Cape  Fear  Youth  are  collecting  funds 
to  use  in  Foreign  Missions,  so  he  asked 
that  each  church  support  that  project 
at  the  November  Rally  at  Powhatan. 


Mission  team 
members  in  the 
Baltimore 
square  where 
street  ministry 
had  been  done. 

Evening 
devotions  had 
just  finished  up 
and  this  man 
asked  us  to  sing 
a  song  with  him 
before  we  left, 
which  we  did. 
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Part  II 

Lee  Strobel,  The  Case  For  Faith.  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan: 
Zondervan  Publishing  House,  2000.  pp.  87-112. 
ISBN  0-310-23469-7.  $12.99 


<J)r.  (Pepper's 
Cgook  (Corner 

by  Pepper  Worthington 


THE  CASE  FOR 
GOD  AS  CREATOR 
OF  LIFE 


Introduction 

If  one  lives  long 


enough,  the  puzzling 
complexity  of  life  will  reduce  the  ar- 
rogance of  knowing.  Even  Socrates 
recognized  ignorance.  Journalist  Lee 
Strobel,  a  former  legal  editor  of  The 
Chicago  Tribune,  brings  his  Yale  Law 
School  background  to  his  evidence- 
searching  investigation  of  specific  ob- 
jections to  Christianity.  This  month 
the  objection  of  evolution  as  an  ex- 
planation of  life  is  the  focus  from 
Strobel's  best-selling  book,  The  Case 
For  Faith. 

What  About  Evolution  As 
An  Explanation  of  Life? 

Lee  Strobel  takes  his  research  skills 
into  the  field  of  scientists  in  order  to 
confront  the  central  problem  of  evo- 
lution, namely,  the  origin  of  life.  Theo- 
ries about  the  origin  of  life  have  been 
numerous  and  Strobel  goes  to  the  sci- 
entists to  investigate  the  evolution 
evidence. 

What  does  Strobel  discover?  He 
discovers  scientists  don't  agree.  They 
fall  into  schools  of  thought.  In  1924, 
Russian  biochemist  Alexander 
Oparin  claimed  the  prebiotic  soup 
theory  as  the  origin  of  life  where 
"complex  molecular  arrangements" 
formed  from  "pools  of  chemicals"  on 
"the  primitive  earth"  (95).  In  1928, 
British  biologist  J.B.S.  Haldane 
claimed  that  ultraviolet  light  "caused 
sugars  and  amino  acids  to  concen- 
trate in  the  oceans,  and  then  life  even- 
tually emerged  from  this  primordial 
broth"  (95). 
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In  1965,  the  Big  Bang  Theory  domi- 
nated the  scientific  community.  This 
theory  claimed  the  universe  is  "four- 
teen billion  years  old"  and  that  life 
emerged  about  "four  hundred  mil- 
lion years  ago"  (100-101).  Life  began 
from  random  chance. 

By  1969,  scientists  were  turning  to 
the  chemical  bonding  theory  which  sug- 
gests that  an  "inherent  attraction" 
causes  "amino  acids  to  spontane- 
ously link  up  in  the  right  sequence  to 
create  the  protein  molecules  out  of 
which  living  cells  are  made"  (102). 

Other  scientists  developed  the 
theory  of  equilibrium  thermodynamics  in 
which  amino  acids  have  self-order- 
ing tendencies  to  create  protein  mol- 
ecules (103). 

In  1977,  scientist  Jack  Corliss, 
learned  about  the  hydrothermal 
vents  on  the  sea  floor  and  suggested 
that  life  might  have  begun  in  these 
vents  in  the  ocean. 

By  1981,  DNA  scientist  Francis 
Crick  proposed  the  Seeding  from  Space 
Theory  which  suggests  that  "particles 
the  size  of  living  cells"  (104)  came 
from  space.  Amino  acids  were  found 
in  the  "Murchison  meteorite  that  fell 
in  Australia  in  1969"  (104). 

The  Free  Will  Baptist    27  November  2002 


God  As  the  Creator  of  Life 

By  1999,  scientists  at  the  interna- 
tional conference  on  the  origin  of  life 
were  frustrated.  All  of  the  scientific 
theories — Darwin's  natural  selection 
and  survival  of  the  fittest,  the  prehis- 
toric soup  theory,  the  Big  Bang  theory, 
the  chemical  bonding  theory,  the 
equilibrium  thermodynamics  theory, 
the  ocean  vents  theory  and  the  seed- 
ing from  space  theory — failed  to  ad- 
dress the  origin  of  life  problem  with 
any  significant  conclusion.  What 
seems  to  be  the  greatest  problem? 

Strobel  clarifies  the  complexity  of 
the  origin  of  life  that  his  evidence  of 
the  DNA  cell  demonstrates.  Inside 
every  DNA  cell  is  written  informa- 
tion, what  is  called  a  "four-letter 
chemical  alphabet,  whose  letters 
combine  in  various  sequences  to  form 
words,  sentences,  and  paragraphs" 
(109). 

Scientist  Walter  L.  Bradley  de- 
clares, "Each  cell  in  the  human  body 
contains  more  information  than  in  all 
thirty  volumes  of  the  Encyclopedia 
Britannica.  It's  certainly  reasonable  to 
make  the  inference  that  this  isn't  the 
random  product  of  unguided  nature, 
but  it's  the  unmistakable  sign  of  an 
Intelligent  Designer"  (110). 


Conclusion 

Perhaps  those  who  keep  God  out 
of  the  picture  as  Creator  of  life,  as  the 
intelligence  behind  the  organization 
of  dead  chemicals  into  living  things 
have  created  what  microbiologist 
Denton  called  a  "great  cosmogenic 
myth"  (111).  No  one  in  short  can  pro- 
vide a  naturalistic  explanation  for  the 
origin  of  life.  Strobel  insists  that  "the 
astounding  intricacy  of  unseen  atoms 
and  the  uncanny  chemical  language 
encoded  on  the  double  helix  of  DNA" 
establish  "that  the  Creator  is  alive  and 
well"  (112). 


(Christian 
,40  Q^eview 

by  Michael  Warning 


Introduction 

The  people  of 
Portugual  have  always 
been  a  hearty,  seafar- 
ing people  with  a  great 
love  of  family  and  of 
God.  Another  great 
love  is  that  of  elabora- 
tion. Therefore,  those 
things  which  are  most  sacred,  instead 
of  being  simple  as  in  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  tradition,  are  extremely 
elaborate,  detailed,  and  realistic.  This 
is  also  true  on  the  islands  which  were 
colonies  of  Portugal  such  as  the 
Azores.  Although  Free  Will  Baptists 
choose  not  to  be  this  elaborate,  we  can 
identify  with  the  intense  love  of  the 
Lord  and  Gospel  that  this  elaborate 
Christian  art  represents. 


it  is  being  carried  only  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  Jesus  but  that  His  hands  are 
not  touching  it.  How  does  He  man- 
age to  carry  His  cross  without  His 
hands?  The  symbolic  implication  is 
that  Jesus  is  receiving  divine  help  just 
as  we  need  to  receive  divine  help  to 
carry  our  own  burdens. 

The  face  of  Jesus  shows  the  strain 
of  the  impending  Crucifixion  but  also 
a  remarkable  peace,  just  as  for  the 
Christian  through  Christ  there  is  a 
peace  that  passes  all  understanding. 

The  traditional  crown  of  thorns  put 
on  the  head  as  a  torturous  device  by 
the  Romans  symbolizes  here  for  the 
Christian  a  remembrance  of  the  lamb 
caught  in  the  thorns  who  became  the 
sacrifice  in  the  Old  Testament. 

We  should  not  also  be  repelled  by 
the  halo  which  the  image  wears.  Why 
not?  The  halo  brings  forward  four 
symbolic  points.  First,  the  outer  circle 
symbolizes  the  all  encompassing  love 
of  God  that  surrounds  the  believer. 
Second,  the  cross-shaped  element  in 
the  halo  symbolizes  Jesus  as  the  cru- 
cified Savior.  Third,  the  projecting 


pointed  rays  which  seem  to  come 
from  the  head  of  Jesus  in  this  crown- 
like halo  speak  of  Jesus  as  the  Light 
of  the  world  and  also  play  upon  a  vi- 
sual pun  of  the  Son  (sun)  of  God. 

Fourth,  Jesus  is  wearing  a  royal 
robe.  This  is  an  unusual  way  of  bring- 
ing forward  the  point  that  this  is 
Christ  the  King. 

Conclusion 

Very  often  we  see  only  the  naked 
Cross  with  a  crown  of  thorns  during 
the  Easter  season.  We  are  asked  as 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to  form 
mentally  in  our  hearts  and  minds  an 
image  of  the  Christ  in  procession  with 
the  Cross,  crucified  and  resurrected. 
However,  when  a  religion  has  been 
superimposed  upon  a  people  of  an- 
other culture,  very  often  the  vision 
needs  to  be  made  clearly  and  in  de- 
tail so  that  this  vision  may  be  under- 
stood. Very  often  the  believer  is  not 
able  to  read  and  has  only  an  image 
such  as  this  one  to  help  carry  the 
message  of  what  the  loving  Christ  has 
done  for  us. 


Artistic  Style 

The  artistic  style  is  one  of  detailed 
realism  in  Baroque  architecture. 
Among  the  details  of  the  realism  are 
these  elements  of  Jesus  carrying  the 
Cross. 

First,  we  see  an  unusual  size  to  the 
Cross,  probably  as  large  as  the  Cross 
actually  was.  For  example,  the  Cross 
by  comparison  to  the  figure  looks  al- 
most like  the  scale  of  a  telephone 
pole. 

Second,  the  face  of  Jesus  shows  a 
straining  under  the  weight  of  the 
Cross. 

Third,  the  Cross  is  not  being  car- 
ried by  use  of  the  hands  of  Jesus. 

Fourth,  the  halo  of  Jesus  is  elabo- 
rate with  its  rays  and  detailed  cross- 
shaped  pattern. 

Symbolism 

Notice  once  again  the  intense 
weight  of  the  Cross  and  the  fact  that 


Source:  Christian  art  of  Christ  and  the 
Cross  in  the  Portuguese  Church  of 
Ribeira  Grande,  Island  of  Sao  Miguel, 
Azores. 
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new  in  Review 


These  titles  can  be  ordered  through  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.  by  calling  toll  free  (800)  849-3927 
or  by  visiting  one  of  your  local  Bible  Bookstores  (with  locations  in  Ayden,  Kinston,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson). 

These  titles  receive  a  10%  discount. 


Beyond  Belief 

to  Convictions,  by  Josh 

McDowell  and  Bob 

Hostetler  (Tyndale,  $14.99, 

softcover). 


Will  your  kids  stand  strong  in  the 
face  of  today's  culture?  What  strikes 
fear  in  your  heart  as  a  concerned  par- 
ent, pastor,  youth  worker,  or  educator? 
Isn't  it  that  our  kids  will  fall  prey  to  the 
wrong  crowd,  succumb  to  cultural 
pressures,  and  make  wrong  choices 
that  will  bring  pain  and  suffering  to 
their  lives?  That  fear  is  real.  We  all  sense 
the  danger. 

"While  we  need  to  fear  what  our  kids 
could  be  tempted  to  do,"  Josh 
McDowell  explains,  "we  need  to  be 
more  concerned  with  what  our  kids  are 
led  to  believe."  In  Beyond  Belief  to  Con- 
victions Josh  documents  that  the  major- 
ity of  our  kids  who  have  distorted  be- 
liefs about  God,  truth,  and  the  Bible  are 

•  225  percent  more  likely 
to  be  angry  with  life 

•300  percent  more  likely 
to  use  illegal  drugs 

•  600  percent  more  likely 

to  attempt  suicide 
In  this  comprehensive  volume  Josh 
offers  the  tools  to  correct  our  young 
people's  distorted  beliefs  and  lead 
them  to  deepened  convictions  about 
God  and  His  Word.  In  classic 
McDowell  fashion,  he  provides  fami- 
lies and  the  church  with  a  "relational 
apologetic" — rock  solid  reasons  to  be- 
lieve and  a  biblical  blueprint  for  living 
out  those  beliefs  in  relationship  with 
others. 


The  Illustrated  Survey 
of  the  Bible,  by  Derek 
Tidball  and  Others 
(Bethany  House,  $18.99, 
hardcover) 


An  easy-to-use,  full-color  resource 
for  all  who  study,  preach,  or  teach  the 
Bible.  The  Illustrated  Survey  of  the  Bible 


presents  a  concise  overview  of  every 
book  in  the  Bible.  For  each  book  you'll 
find:  background  information,  outline 
of  the  content,  the  primary  message, 
application  for  today,  suggestions  for 
further  study,  colorful  maps,  photos,  or 
charts. 

The  Word  of  God  comes  alive 
through  colorful  visuals  and  informa- 
tion in  outline  form,  ideal  for  families, 
individuals,  Bible  teachers,  and  pastors 
as  well  as  for  personal  and  group  Bible 
study. 


msroirs 
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The  Zondervan  Pastor's 
Annual  2003:  An  Idea 
and  Resource  Book, 

by  T.  T.  Crabtree 
(Zondervan,  $18.99, 
softcover) 

A  Storehouse  of  Practical  Help: 
Morning  and  Evening  Services  for 
Every  Sunday  in  the  Year,  Sermon 
Topics  and  Texts  Fully  Indexed, 
Definitive  and  Usable  Sermon 
Outlines,  Devotionals  and  Bible  Studies 
for  Midweek  Services,  Fresh  and 
Applicable  Illustrations,  Appropriate 
Hymn  Selections,  Special-Day  Services 
for  Church  and  Civil  Calendars, 
Meditations  on  Lord's  Supper 
Observance,  Wedding  Ceremonies  and 
Themes,  Funeral  Messages  and 
Scriptures,  Basic  Pastoral  Ministry 
Helps,  Messages  for  Children  and 
Young  People,  Offertory  Prayers. 

The  Eyes  of  the  Heart: 
Seeing  God's  Hand  in 
the  Everyday  Moments 
of  Life,  by  Trade  Peterson 
(Bethany  House,  $11.99, 
softcover) 

Tracie  Peterson  is  an  award-winning 
speaker  and  author  of  both  contempo- 
rary and  historical  novels,  including 
Shadows  of  the  Canyon.  The  Eyes  of  Heart 
is  her  first  nonfiction  book,  revealing 
God's  work  in  her  heart  while  point- 
ing readers  to  the  work  He  is  doing  in 
their  lives. 


The  Name,  by  Franklin 
Graham  (Thomas  Nelson, 
$22.99,  hardcover). 


The  Name  is  a  lightning 
rod  because  The  Name  represents  the 
division  of  life  between  good  and  evil. 
God  and  Satan,  light  and  darkness, 
righteousness  and  sin,  Heaven  and 
Hell. 

The  Name  shouts  out  a  choice:  Whom 
will  you  serve,  give  your  life  to,  depend 
upon?  Rebellious,  self-willed,  sinful 
people  want  to  retain  the  right  to  de- 
cide themselves,  what  way  they  will 
take.  Jesus  denies  this  option.  Speak- 
ing on  His  behalf,  the  apostle  Peter  said, 
"There  is  no  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men  by  which  we  must 
be  saved." 

Jesus  is  gentle,  but  He  is  not  weak. 

He  loves  the  sinner  but  is  absolutelv 
intolerant  of  sin. 

He  is  not  a  negotiator.  He  is  Lord! 

It  is  this  bristling  truth  that  invites 
intolerance  toward  Christians.  Jesus 
did  not  say,  "Do  your  own  thing;  all 
roads  lead  to  God."  That  would  have 
made  Jesus  "politically  correct,"  but 
Jesus  is  not  politically  correct.  HE  IS 
LORD. 


Help!  I'm  a  Small  Church 
Youth  Worker!  Achieving 
Big-Time  Success  in  a 
Non-Mega  Ministry,  by 

Rich  Grassel  (Zondervan, 
$9.99,  softcover) 


Did  You  Know  That  . . . 
If  your  church  contains  fewer  than 
150  participants,  it's  considered  a 
"small"  church? 

Your  "small"  church  is  among  85 
to  90  percent  of  all  churches  in 
America  (about  300,000  churches 
out  of  340,000)? 

"Large"  churches  (600  or  more 
regular  participants)  comprise  only 

(Continued) 
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10  to  15  percent  of  American 
churches? 

•  There's  probably  a  nine  in  10 
chance  that  you,  the  reader  of  these 
words,  are  a  small  church  youth 
worker? 

•  This  book  is  exactly  what  you 
need? 

Let's  face  it:  youth  workers  who  toil 
in  small  churches  have  it  tough.  Despite 
the  fact  that,  statistically  speaking, 
you're  part  of  an  overwhelming  major- 
ity, you're  often  dismissed,  ignored, 
and  forgotten  by  our  large  church-lov- 
ing youth  ministry  culture. 

Have  You  Noticed  That  . . . 

•  A  lot  of  youth  ministry  resources 
are  geared  toward  large  church 
youth  groups? 

•  A  lot  of  youth  ministry  training  is 
geared  toward  large  church  youth 
workers? 

•  It's  high  time  for  some  equal  time? 

That's  why  this  book  was  created. 
Help!  I'm  a  Small  Church  Youth  Worker! 
is  a  comprehensive,  go-to  manual  for 
surviving  and  thrivng  in  your  unique 
context.  It  addresses  tons  of  major  is- 
sues particular  to  small  church  youth 
ministry  and  unpacks  many  crucial, 
related  nuances  that — if  applied — will 
help  lead  you  toward  big-time  success. 

Author  Rich  Grassel,  a  noted  author- 
ity on  this  subject,  also  guides  you 
through  the  significance  of  ministry 
contexts  and  methods.  And  then  he 
rolls  out  the  stats,  research,  and  per- 
sonal stories,  adeptly  covering  special 
small-church  issues  such  as  the  influ- 
ence of  faith  traditions,  families,  bud- 
get limitations,  diversity,  and  church 
location.  He  concludes  by  offering  de- 
tails on  how  to  implement  your  own 
small  church  youth  ministry  model — 
no  matter  what  your  experience  or  situ- 
ation. 

Now  don't  forget  ...  this  volume  is 
perfect  for  nine  of  10  youth  workers 
reading  these  words.  It's  also  perfect  for 
pastors  of  small  churches — and  espe- 
cially volunteers,  as  many  small  church 
youth  workers  don't  get  a  paycheck. 

For  the  forgotten  masses  of  small 
church  youth  workers  out  there,  your 
time  has  come. 


QuickVerse  Deluxe 
Version  7.0  (Software 
Program  for  Windows 
95,  98,  2000  or  NT  4.0  or 

LATER,  $269.95) 

The  Most  Comprehensive  Easy-to- 
Use  Reference  Library  for  Bible  Study 
and  Lesson  Preparation.  A  Tremendous 
Bible  Library.  Your  Source  for  Personal 
Bible  Study.  Lesson  Preparation  Made 
Easy.  An  Expanded  Library  Online. 


Doing  Life  Together: 
Growing  to  Be  Like 
Christ,  Foreword  by  Rick 
Warren  (Zondervan,  $7.99, 
softcover) 


Spiritual  maturity  doesn't  happen  by 
accident.  The  six  sessions  in  this  study 
equip  you  for  the  basic  habits  of  spiri- 
tual growth:  relying  on  the  Holy  Spirit, 
cultivating  time  in  the  Bible  and  prayer, 
seeing  life's  obstacles  as  opportunities 
for  growth,  and  partnering  with  Chris- 
tians who  are  committed  to  support- 
ing your  growth.  Here  is  a  realistic, 
practical  path  to  growing  strong  in  faith 
and  Christian  character. 

Other  titles  are  available  in  this  Bible 
Study  series. 


Growing  i  . 
Healthy  & 
Ministry 
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Growing  a  Healthy 
Children's  Ministry 

by  Steve  Alley, 
(Standard  Publishing, 
$19.99,  softcover) 


Growing  a  Healthy  Children's  Ministry 
walks  children's  ministers — profes- 
sional and  volunteer  leaders  and  teach- 
ers— through  the  steps  of  preparing, 
planting,  and  pruning  a  vibrant 
children's  ministry.  This  comprehen- 
sive handbook  helps  experienced  "gar- 
deners" and  novices  evaluate  the  land- 
scape of  their  church's  children's  min- 
istry, lay  out  the  plots  of  policies,  pro- 
cedures and  programs,  and  get  their 
hands  dirty  as  they  help  kids  grow  up 
in  Christ. 

Growing  a  Healthy  Children's  Ministry 
features:  strong  biblical  roots,  step-by- 
step  instruction,  dozens  of  immediately 
useable  reproducibles,  and  "in  the 
trenches"  stories  and  examples. 

Growing  a  Healthy  Children's  Ministry 
is  a  must-have,  hands-on  reference  for 


professional  children's  ministers, 
Christian  education  directors,  and  vol- 
unteer teachers  and  leaders. 

The  Creative 
Storytelling  Guide 
for  Children's  Ministry, 

by  Steven  James,  (Standard 
Publishing,  $19.99, 
softcover) 

Whether  you're  new  to  storytelling, 
or  you've  been  telling  stories  for  years, 
this  book  will  help  you  tell  God's  story 
more  creatively  and  effectively  than 
you  ever  imagined  you  could! 
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The  Big  Book  of  Job 
Descriptions  for 
Ministry,  (Gospel  Light, 
$29.99,  softcover) 


Match  the  right  people  to  the  right 
ministries — right  now! 

This  comprehensive  manual  meets  a 
long-standing,  expressed  need  of  most 
churches  for  simple,  ready-to-use  job 
descriptions.  Every  ministry  job  you 
can  imagine  is  in  here — from  executive 
pastor  to  cookie  baker,  administrative 
assistant  to  puppeteer,  usher  to  pantry 
organizer.  Plus  there  are  many  more 
you  never  even  thought  of!  Each  job 
description  is  professionally  prepared, 
easy  to  customize  to  your  situation  and 
designed  to  save  time  and  money  for 
churches  of  all  sizes. 

The  result  is  an  invaluable,  time-sav- 
ing tool  any  church  or  organization  can 
use  to  evaluate  current  ministry,  to 
match  people  to  the  right  job  for  them 
and  to  more  accurately  plan  ministry 
growth,  while  also  exploring  new  ar- 
eas of  opportunity. 

Only  the  big  book  gives  you  these 
benefits:  Over  200  detailed,  specific 
descriptions  for  every  imaginable  job! 
Includes  a  CD-ROM  (Windows  and 
Macintosh)  you  can  use  to  customize 
job  descriptions  to  individual  church 
needs,  has  reproducible  pages,  so  all  job 
descriptions  are  ready  to  use,  makes  it 
easy  for  any  size  church  or  organiza- 
tion to  develop  its  own  job  descriptions. 

Whether  you  want  to  take  your  cur- 
rent ministries  to  new  heights — or  get 
exciting,  innovative  ones  up  and  run- 
ning,— The  Big  Book  of  Job  Descriptions 
for  Ministry  is  the  perfect  tool.  It's  like 
hiring  an  entire  Human  Resources  De- 
partment— for  pennies  a  day. 
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Churches  i  Ministry 
Positions  Available 


What  we  want  is 
progress,  if  we  can  have 
it  without  change. 


Personal  Ineormation  Chances 


The  Rev.  Rashie  Kennedy 
Autumn  Village  R  H 

235  N  NC  Hwy  41 
Beulaville,  NC  28518 

Kaye  Jones 
4031-B  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 


If  you  need  to  get  the  word  out  on  the  change  of  a  mailing 
or  e-mail  address  or  a  phone  number  change,  send  information  to: 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
These  announcements  will  run  for  two  consecutive  months. 


The  Board  of  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism  is  now  ac- 
cepting resumes  for  the  position  of  Executive  Director. 
Interested  candidates  may  submit  a  resume  to:  Dr.  James 
R.  Owens,  121  Pamela  Street,  Plymouth,  NC  27962.  The 
closing  date  for  resume's  is  November  30,  2002. 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Kenly,  is  looking  for  a  part-time 
Associate/ Youth  Pastor  with  the  main  emphasis  on 
Youth  Pastor.  Interested  candidates  may  contact  or  send 
a  resume  to:  Brett  Renfrow,  9  Eden  Drive,  Smithfield, 
NC  27577  or  call  (919)  938-0990. 

The  Rev.  Swade  Benson  is  available  for  full-time,  part- 
time,  or  interim  pastoral  services.  He  may  be  contacted 
by  phone  at  (919)  553-4837. 

The  Rev.  Greg  Nethercutt  is  available  for  pastoral  ser- 
vices. Greg  was  recently  ordained  by  the  Central  Con- 
ference Ordaining  Council.  He  may  be  contacted  at  (252) 
524-0272. 


If  you  have  a  ministry  position  you  are  seeking  to  fill  or  if  you  are 

a  minister  that  is  available  for  service,  contact: 
Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28523. 
These  announcements  will  run  for  two  consecutive  months. 
A  resubmission  will  be  required  to  continue. 
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Quality  Church  Furnishings,  Floor  Coverings,  and  Church  Equipment 


Chairs  •  Cushions  •  Church  Pews  •  Pew  Padding  •  Re-upholstery 
Baptistries  •  Tables  •  Stained  Glass  Windows  •  Pulpits  •  Steeples 

We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets  at  Mill  Prices! 
Ask  About  Our  Easy  Payment  Programs! 


New  Office  in  Greenville,  North  Carolina 
Local:  (252)  321-5559  or  Toll  Free:  (800)  383-5903 

Visit  our  website:  www.pews.info 
E-mail:  scott@pews.info 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2rra 
PERK/NS  LIBRARY  ™ 

SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM      NC  277Q6 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  in  every  home! 

That's  right.  In  every  home.  That's  where  it  should  be. 

Your  help  can  make  it  happen. 
Stay  informed  of  news  and  happenings  throughout  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination  and  its  Ministries. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  -  Just  do  it! 


SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 

The  Free  Will  Baptist 


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 


Name  (please  print) 
Address  


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone  Number  (_ 


Church  (if  a  Plan), 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $12.78 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $23.96 
4  years  (48  issues)  $46.86 

These  prices  include  North  Carolina 
sales  tax.  Residents  of  other  states  pay 
$12.00,  $22.50,  and  $44.00  respectively. 
(Plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies.) 

Mail  This  Form  With  Paymei 


Churches: 

LJ  Bundle  Plan  ($6.39  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these. 

I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

Q  Every  Family  Plan  ($9.59  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 

These  prices  include  North  Carolina  sales  tax.  Residents  of  other  states  pay 
<t£  nn  **yA  <eq  nn  — ectivelv.  (Plus  sales  tax  where  it  aonlips  ) 

757  R2  -35151  !  
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